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l. Summary:

The bill requiresamunicipdity or county levying aspecia assessment on amobile home park or
recregtional vehicle park facility thet isregulated by Chapter 513, F.S,, to assess such facilitiesin
the same manner as a hotel, motedl, or amilar facility.

Thishill amends s. 189.420 of the Florida Statutes.
Il. Present Situation:

Chapter 189, F.S., governsthe cresation, operation and dissolution of independent specia
districts. Section 189.420, F.S., was created last session. s. 9, Ch. 2000-355, Laws of Florida. It
prohibits basing specia assessments levied on facilities regulated by chapter 513 (mobile home
and recregtiona vehicle park facilities) on the assertion that the facility is comprised of

resdentid units. Instead, the facilities are to be assessed in the same manner as a hotel, motd, or
other smilar facility.

Chapter 513, F.S,, regulates the operation of Mobile Home and Recreationa Vehicle Parks. A
“mobile home park” is defined as.

A place set aside and offered by a person, for either direct or indirect remuneration of the
owner, lessor, or operator of such place, for the parking, accommodation, or rentd of five
or more mobile homes.

A “recregtiond vehicle park” is defined as:
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A place set aside and offered by a person, for either direct or indirect remuneration of the
owner, lessor, or operator of such place, for the parking, accommodation, or rentd of five
or more recregtiona vehicles or tents; and the term aso includes buildings and Sites set
adde for group camping and similar recregtiond facilities,

Section 125.01(1)(g), F.S., authorizes counties to establish municipa service taxing or benfit
units for any part or al of the unincorporated area of the county within which municipa services
are provided. Section 125.01(1)(r), F.S., authorizes countiesto levy special assessments for the
purpose of providing municipa services within the unincorporated area of the county.

Chapter 170, F.S., authorizes municipalities to levy specid assessments as a method of providing
and financing municipal services.

Sections 197.3631,197.3632, and 197.3635, F.S., provide for dternative methods of levying and
collecting non-ad va orem assessments. Section 197.3632(1)(d), F.S., defines non-ad vaorem
assessments as only those assessments which are not based on millage and which can become a
lien againgt homestead as permitted in s. 4, Art. X, State Condtitution.

Under current law, when amunicipaity or county levies an assessment on amobile home or
recregtiond vehicle park facility, the municipdity or county could treet the facility as being
comprised of individud resdentia units, or as ahotd, motel, or amilar facility.

. Effect of Proposed Changes:

The bill amends s. 189.420, F.S,, to prohibit municipdities and counties from levying an
assessment on amobile home park facility or recreationa vehicle park facility based on the
assartion that the facility conssts of resdentid units. Ingtead, the facility must be assessed in the
same manner as a hotel, motd, or smilar facility.

The hill takes effect upon becoming alaw.
V. Constitutional Issues:

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions:
None.

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues:
None.

C. Trust Funds Restrictions:

None.
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V. Economic Impact and Fiscal Note:
A. Tax/Fee Issues:
None.
B. Private Sector Impact:

Mobile home park facilities and recreationd vehicle park facilities would be viewed, for the
purpose of the application of gpecid assessments, as one entity. Presumably the park owners
would pass through the specid assessments to individual |essees.

C. Government Sector Impact:
The bill may lessen the adminigirative costs associated with levying special assessments by
municipdities and counties.
VI. Technical Deficiencies:
As chapter 189 addresses the power of specid didtricts exclusively, a better location for the
language of the bill would be in sections 197.3631 or 197.3632, F.S., dedling with the method of
levying specid assessments, or in section 125.01(1)(r), F.S., dedling with the authority of

countiesto levy specid assessments, or in chapter 170, F.S,, authorizing municipditiesto levy
gpecial assessments.

VII. Related Issues:
None.

VIII. Amendments:
None.

This Senate staff analysis does not reflect the intent or officia position of the bill’s sponsor or the Florida Senate.




