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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HB 1227
By Representatives Spratt, Kilner, Melvi Kendri ck,

n, €
Bense, Stansel, Machek, Bean, M|l er, Russell, Pickens,
Att ki sson, Richardson, Harrington, Brown, G bson and Bowen

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to the state group health
i nsurance and prescription drug prograns;
creating s. 110.1228, F. S.; authorizing
specified | ocal governnental entities to apply
for participation; providing eligibility
requirenents for enroll nent; exenpting the
program from ss. 624.436-624. 446, F.S.
relating to nultiple-enployer welfare
arrangenents; authorizing the Departnment of
Managenent Services to adopt rules; providing a
conditional effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Section 110.1228, Florida Statutes, is

created to read
110. 1228 Participation by small counties, snal

nmuni cipalities, and district school boards |ocated in smal

counties.--
(1) As used in this section, the term

(a) "District school board" neans a district schoo

board located in a small county.

(b) "Small nunicipality" neans an incor porated

nmuni ci pality that has a popul ati on of 12,500 or fewer

according to the nost recent decenni al census.

(c) "Small county" neans a county that has a

popul ati on of 100,000 or fewer according to the nobst recent

decenni al census.

(2) The governing body of a small county or snal

municipality or a district school board may apply for
1
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participation in the state group health i nsurance program

authorized in s. 110.123 and the prescription drug coverage

program aut hori zed by s. 110. 12315 by subnmitting an

application along with a $500 nonrefundable fee to the

depart nent.
(3) As a prerequisite to applying for participation in

the state group health insurance program and the prescription

drug coverage program a snall county, small nunicipality, or

di strict school board nust adopt an ordi nance or resol ution

rati fying such application to the state group health insurance

program and the prescription drug coverage program

(4) |If the departnent determnes that a snal

nmuni cipality, small county, or district school board is

eligible to enroll, the small nunicipality, small county, or

di strict school board nust agree to the following terns and

condi ti ons:
(a) The minimumenrollnment or contractual period wll

be 3 years.
(b) It nust pay to the departnent a nonthly

adninistrative fee not to exceed $2.75 per enrollee per nonth.

(c) Ternmination of participation of a snal

nmuni cipality, small county, or district school board requires

witten notice 1 year bhefore the ternm nation date.

(d) |If participation is termnated, a snal

nmuni cipality, small county, or district school board may not

reapply for participation for a period of 2 years.

(e) If asmll county, snmall nunicipality, or district

school board enployer fails to nmake the pren um paynent

required by this chapter, the Departnent of Revenue or the

Departnent of Banki ng and Fi nance shall, upon the request of

t he Departnent of Managenent Services, deduct the anpbunt owed
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by the enployer fromany funds to be distributed by it to the

smal |l county, small nunicipality, or district school board.

The anpbunts so deducted shall be transferred to the departnent

for further distribution to the trust funds in accordance with

this chapter.

(f) The small nmunicipality, small county, or district

school board shall furnish the departnent infornation

requested by the departnent which the departnent considers

necessary to adninister the state group health insurance

program and the prescription drug program
(5) The provisions of ss. 624.436-624. 446 do not apply
to the State Goup Insurance Programor to this section

(6) The Departnent of Managenent Services nay adopt

rules to adm nister this section.

Section 2. This act, except for this section, which
shal | take effect upon beconing a law, shall take effect
Cctober 1, 2001, if the Departnent of Managenent Services
receives the favorable letters described in section 1 of
chapt er 2000-363, Laws of Florida, before that date. If the
Depart nent of Managenent Services receives such favorabl e
letters on or after Cctober 1, 2001, and before Cctober 1,
2002, this act shall take effect October 1, 2002, and if the
departnment receives such favorable letters on or after Cctober
1, 2002, this act shall not take effect.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Provi des conditions under which snmall nunicipalities and
smal | counties, as defined, and school districts of smal
counties, may participate In the state's group insurance

program and prescription drug program
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