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By Senator Wassernman Schultz

32-757-01

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to scooters; anendi ng s.

3 316. 2065, F.S.; applying certain bicycle safety

4 | aws to nonnotorized scooters; requiring the

5 wearing of a helnet; regulating the operation

6 of scooters; proscribing certain activities

7 i nvol ving scooters; providing penalties;

8 providing an effective date.

9

10| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

11

12 Section 1. Subsections (3), (4), (7), (8), (11), (12),
13 ] (15), (16), (18), and (19) of section 316.2065, Florida

14 | Statutes, are anended to read:

15 316. 2065 Bicycle regul ations. --

16 (3)(a) A bicycle or scooter nay not be used to carry
17 | nore persons at one tine than the nunber for which it is

18 | desi gned or equi pped, except that an adult bicycle rider may
19 | carry a child securely attached to his or her person in a
20 | backpack or sling.
21 (b) Except as provided in paragraph (a), a bicycle
22 | rider must carry any passenger who is a child under 4 years of
23 | age, or who weighs 40 pounds or less, in a seat or carrier
24 | that is designed to carry a child of that age or size and that
25 | secures and protects the child fromthe noving parts of the
26 | bicycle.
27 (c) A bicycle rider may not allow a passenger to
28| remain in a child seat or carrier on a bicycle when the rider
29| is not in imediate control of the bicycle.
30 (d) A bicycle rider or passenger or scooter rider who
31| is under 16 years of age nust wear a bicycle helnet that is
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1| properly fitted and is fastened securely upon the rider's or
2 | passenger's head by a strap, and that neets the standards of
3| the Arerican National Standards Institute (ANSI Z 90.4 Bicycle
4 | Hel ret Standards), the standards of the Snell Menori al

5| Foundation (1984 Standard for Protective Headgear for Use in
6| Bicycling), or any other nationally recognized standards for
7 | bicycle hel mets adopted by the departnment. As used in this

8 | subsection, the term"passenger" includes a child who is
9|riding in atrailer or semitrailer attached to a bicycle.

10 (e) Law enforcenent officers and school crossing

11 | guards may issue a bicycle safety brochure and a verba

12 | warning to a bicycle rider or passenger or scooter rider who
13| violates this subsection. A bicycle rider or passenger or

14 | scooter rider who violates this subsection may be issued a

15| citation by a | aw enforcenent officer and assessed a fine for
16 | a pedestrian violation, as provided in s. 318.18. The court
17 | shall disniss the charge agarnst—abireyecte—+ider—or—passenger
18 | for a first violation of paragraph (d) upon proof of purchase
19| of a bicycle helnet that conplies with this subsection

20 (4) No person riding upon any bicycle, scooter

21| coaster, roller skates, sled, or toy vehicle may attach the
22 | sanme or hinself or herself to any vehicle upon a roadway. This
23 | subsection does not prohibit attaching a bicycle trailer or
24 | bicycle senmitrailer to a bicycle if that trailer or

25| senmitrailer is commercially avail abl e and has been desi gned
26 | for such attachnent.

27 (7) Any person operating a bicycle or scooter shal

28 | keep at | east one hand upon the handl ebars.

29 (8) Every bicycle or scooter in use between sunset and
30 | sunrise shall be equipped with a lanp on the front exhibiting
31| a white light visible froma distance of at |east 500 feet to
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the front and a |lanp and reflector on the rear each exhibiting
ared light visible froma distance of 600 feet to the rear

A bicycle or scooter or its rider may be equi pped with lights
or reflectors in addition to those required by this section

(11) A person propelling a bicycle or scooter upon and
al ong a sidewal k, or across a roadway upon and al ong a
crosswal k, shall yield the right-of-way to any pedestrian and
shal | give an audi ble signal before overtaki ng and passing
such pedestri an.

(12) No person upon roller skates, or riding in or by
neans of any scooter,coaster, toy vehicle, or sinlar device,
nmay go upon any roadway except while crossing a street on a
crosswal k; and, when so crossing, such person shall be granted
all rights and shall be subject to all of the duties
appl i cabl e to pedestri ans.

(15) A person engaged in the business of selling
bicycles at retail may shatt not sell any bicycle unless the
bi cycle has an identifying nunber pernanently stanped or cast
on its frane.

(16)(a) A person may not knowingly rent or |ease any
bi cycle or scooter to be ridden by a child who is under the
age of 16 years unl ess:

1. The child possesses a hicycle helnet; or

2. The lessor provides a bicycle helnet for the child
to wear.

(b) A wviolation of this subsection is a nonnovi ng
vi ol ation, punishable as provided in s. 318.18.

(18) Notwithstanding s. 318.21, all proceeds collected
pursuant to s. 318.18 for violations under paragraphs (3)(e)
and (16)(b) shall be deposited into the State Transportation
Trust Fund.
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(19) The failure of a person to wear a required
bireyete helnet or the failure of a parent or guardian to
prevent a child fromriding a bicycle or scooter without a
bi cycl e hel nret may not be considered evidence of negligence or
contributory negligence.

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2001.
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