Florida Senate - 2001 SB 1288
By Senator Carlton

24-928-01
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to notor vehicle safety belts;
3 anending s. 316.614, F.S.; elimnating
4 provisions relating to conpatability with
5 federal law, requiring certain persons to wear
6 safety belts in a noving vehicle; elininating
7 provisions that require safety-belt laws to be
8 enforced only as a secondary violation
9 following detention of the driver for another
10 vi ol ation; prohibiting searches of vehicles or
11 occupants sol ely because of a safety-belt
12 violation; providing an effective date.
13
14 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
15
16 Section 1. Section 316.614, Florida Statutes, is
17 | anended to read:
18 316.614 Safety belt usage.--
19 (1) This section may be cited as the "Florida Safety
20| Belt Law. "
21 2—t+Ht—sthepotey—of—this—statethat—enactrent—of
22 | this—section—+s—intended—tobe—conpatibte—wth—the—~continued
23 | stupport—by—the—stateforfederal——safety—standards—regui+ing
24 . I e ey TN .
25 | shoutd—not—be—used—i+n—anymanner—to—+eseintd—or—detay—the
26 | irt . f the fed I . I .
27 | systemrequirenents—of—TFederat—Motor—Safety—Standard—208—as
28 i , , ,
29 | fer—newecars—
30 (2)3) As used in this section, the term
31
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(a) "Mdtor vehicle" neans a notor vehicle as defined
ins. 316.003 that is operated on the roadways, streets, and
hi ghways of this state. The term does not i ncl ude:

1. A school bus.

2. A bus used for the transportation of persons for
conpensati on.

3. Afarmtractor or inplenent of husbandry.

4. A truck of a net weight of nore than 5,000 pounds.

5. A nmotorcycle, noped, or bhicycle.

(b) "Safety belt" neans a seat belt assenbly that
neets the requirenents established under Federal Mbtor Vehicle
Safety Standard No. 208, 49 CF. R s. 571.208.

(c) "Restrained by a safety belt" neans being
restricted by an appropriately adjusted safety belt which is
properly fastened at all tinmes when a notor vehicle is in
noti on.

(3)t4)r It is unlawful for any person

(a) To operate a notor vehicle in this state unless
each passenger of the vehicle under the age of 18 years is
restrained by a safety belt or by a child restraint device
pursuant to s. 316.613, if applicable; or

(b) To operate a notor vehicle in this state unless
the person is restrained by a safety belt.

(4) 5 1t is unlawmful for any person 18 years of age
or older to be a passenger in the{front—seat—of a notor
vehi cl e unl ess such person is restrained by a safety belt when
the vehicle is in notion

(5) {6 The following are exenpt fromthe safety-belt

requi renents of this section

2

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N O O W DN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIRPLO O N D WNPRER O

Florida Senate - 2001 SB 1288
24-928-01

(a) Netrther A person who is certified by a physician
as having a nedical condition that causes the use of a safety
belt to be inappropriate or dangerous. ret

(b) An enpl oyee of a newspaper home delivery service
while in the course of his or her enploynent delivering

newspapers on hone delivery routes is—regu+retd—tobe
restrained—by—a—safety—bett.

(c) tb)y The nunber—of+roent—seat passengers of a
vehicl e in excess of prekup—trueck—regui+retd—to—wear—a—safety
bett—pursuant—to—this—seetion—sha-—not—exceed t he nunber of
safety belts which were install ed irn—thef+ront——seat—of—such

prekup—t+rueck by the manufacturer.
(d) ey An enployee of a solid waste or recyclable

coll ection service rsnet—reguired—toberestratnedby—=a
safety—bett while in the course of enploynent collecting solid
waste or recycl abl es on desi gnated routes.

(e) td)y The regui+rerents—of—thts—seetion—shatH—mnot

appty—to—the living quarters of a recreational vehicle or a
space within a truck body primarily intended for nerchandi se

or property.

(6)tA- It is the intent of the Legislature that al
state, county, and local |aw enforcenent agencies, safety
councils, and public school systens, in recognition of the
fatalities and injuries attributed to unrestrai ned occupancy
of notor vehicles, shall conduct a continuing safety and
publ i ¢ awareness canpaign as to the magnitude of the problem
and adopt prograns designed to encourage conpliance with the
safety belt usage requirenents of this section

(7) 8y Any person who violates the provisions of this
section commits a nonnoving violation, punishable as provided

in chapter 318. However—except—For—viotations—of—s—316-613
3
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6 (8) A law enforcenent officer nmay not search a notor

7| vehicle or its occupants solely because of a violation of this
8 | section.

9 (9) A violation of the provisions of this section
10 | shall not constitute negligence per se, nor shall such
11| violation be used as prima facie evidence of negligence or be
12 | considered in mtigation of damages, but such violation nay be
13 | considered as evidence of conparative negligence, in any civil
14 | acti on.
15 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2001
16
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18 SENATE SUMVARY

191 et e B hal 82 cel & h"SohBaT3beT V5 bEb SpRLY e
20 gggglres all occupants to megP safetY %ePts ith certain
21| EnfoPceq onl Y a8 A secondary violarionfol e '%5“ be

detention for another violation; and prohibits vehicle or
22 occupant searches sol el y because of safety-belt
93 violations. (See bill for details.)
24
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