Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HB 133
By Representative Argenzi ano

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to a nedication purchasing

3 cooperative; establishing a nedication

4 pur chasi ng cooperative to assist qualified

5 i ndividuals with the purchase of prescribed

6 drugs at the best possible price; requiring the

7 Agency for Health Care Administration to

8 admi ni ster the cooperative; authorizing the

9 agency to promul gate rules; providing for

10 nmenbership in the cooperative; requiring the

11 cooperative to annually solicit conpetitive

12 bids fromlicensed pharnmacies to obtain

13 di scounts for nenbers; authorizing the agency

14 to charge a nonthly nenbership fee to cover

15 adm ni strative costs; providing for the

16 i ssuance of nenbership identification cards;

17 requiring participating pharnmaci es to guarantee

18 the discount on a prescribed drug at the rate

19 guoted in their contract with the state;

20 provi di ng an appropriation; providing an

21 ef fective date.

22

23| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
24

25 Section 1. Medication purchasing cooperative. --

26 (1) Notwithstandi ng any other general or special |aw
27| to the contrary, the Agency for Health Care Administration, in
28 | consultation with the Departnent of Health, the Departnent of
29 | Elderly Affairs, and the Departnent of Managenent Services,
30| shall establish a nedication purchasi ng cooperative to assi st
31
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qualified individuals with the purchase of prescribed drugs at

t he best possible price.

(2) The nedication purchasing cooperative shall be

admi ni stered by the agency.

(3) The agency is authorized to promnul gate

administrative rules necessary to i npl enent the provisions of

this section.

(4) Individuals eligible for nenbership in the

nedi cati on purchasi ng cooperative include residents of the

state who are 65 years of age or older, or vulnerable adults
as defined in s. 415.102(26), Florida Statutes, and who have
i ncones at or bel ow 250 percent of the federal poverty |evel.

The cooperative shall devel op and i npl enent application and

eligibility determ nation policies and procedures necessary to

determine eligibility for and enroll individuals in the

cooperative

(5) At least annually, the nedication purchasing

cooperative shall solicit conpetitive bids fromlicensed

pharnacies to obtain discounts on all prescribed nedicines for

cooperative nenbers. Conpani es bidding to serve the

cooperative's nenbership nust bid a percentage di scount on al

prescribed nedicines listed in the state's procurenent

docunent. The cooperative may solicit bids on a county,

regional, or statew de basis. The agency shall sel ect

pharnacies to participate in the program based on pri ce,

extent of drugs di scounted, geographic coverage, and ot her

factors.
(6) The agency may charge individuals enrolled in the

cooperative a nonthly nenbership fee at a | evel needed to

fully offset the administrative costs of the cooperative. The

agency shall issue an identification card to cooperative
2
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nenbers for purposes of nmenber identification to participating

phar naci es.
(7) Menber use of the identification card or

partici pati ng pharnmaci es when purchasi ng prescribed drugs is

voluntary. However, if a nenber presents a cooperative

identification card to a participating pharmacy, the pharmacy

nmust guarantee the nenber a discount on a prescribed drug at

the rate quoted in their contract with the state.

(8) The agency shall subnmit a report to the Speaker of

t he House of Representatives and the President of the Senate

by January 1 of each year on the status of the cooperative,

i ncludi ng areas such as total enroll nent, nunber of

partici pating pharnmacies, |evel of discounts, and savi ngs

realized by nenbers enrolled in the program

Section 2. There is hereby appropriated fromthe

Ceneral Revenue Fund to the Agency for Health Care

Adm ni stration the sum of $250,000 for inplenentation of the

nedi cati on purchasi ng cooperative provided for under this act.
Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2001.
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HOUSE SUMVARY

Est abl i shes a nedi cati on purchasi ng cooperative, under
the Agency for Health Care Adm nisfration, to assist
certain residents of the state who are elderly or
inmpaired in purchas ng prescribed drugs at thée best
possi bl e price, Requires the cooperative to annually
solicit conpetitive bids fromlicensed pharnacies to
obtai n discounts for nenbers. Authorizes the agency to
charge a nonthly menbership fee to cover adnministrativ
costS, and to_ issue nenbership identification cards.
Requires particip atlng pharmaci es to guarantee the
di scount on a Prescrl d drug at the rate quoted in their
contract with the state. Provides an appropriation.
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