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HOUSE AMENDMENT
h1339- 38 Bill No. HB 1339

Amendnment No. _ (for drafter's use only)

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

ORI G NAL STAMP BELOW

Representative(s) Bilirakis offered the foll ow ng:

Amendment (with title amendment)
On page 5, between lines 21 and 22, of the bil

i nsert:
Section 3. Legislative intent.--The Legi slature

intends to create an innovative neans to i ncrease access to

baccal aureate degree | evel education in popul ous counties that

are underserved by public baccal aureate degree granting

institutions. This education is intended to address the

state's workforce needs, especially the need for teachers,

nurses, and busi ness nmanagers in agencies and firnms that

require expertise in technol ogy.

Section 4. St. Petersburg Coll ege; mssion.--St.

Pet er sburg Junior College is redesignated as St. Petersburg

Col |l ege. The college shall immediately seek accreditation from

t he Sout hern Associ ation of Colleges and Schools as a

baccal aureate degree granting coll ege.

(1) The primary nmission of St. Petersburg College is

to provide high-quality undergraduate education at an
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affordable price for students and the state. The purpose is to

pronmote econoni c devel opnment by preparing people for

occupations that require a bachelor's degree and are in denmand

by existing or energing public and private enployers in this

state.
(2) St. Petershurg College shall maintain the m ssion

and policies of a Florida community college, including the

open-door adni ssions policy and the authority to offer al

prograns consistent with a public comunity college's

authority.
(3) St. Petershurg College shall maintain the

di stinction between the college and its university center. St

Petersburg College is linmted to comunity coll ege prograns

and to sel ected baccal aureate degree | evel prograns that neet

communi ty needs and are authorized as provided by this act.

The University Center nay nake avail able nore diverse program

of ferings, but those prograns are offered by a participating

college or university and are not to be classified or funded

as prograns of St. Petersburg Coll ege.

(4) The academ c policies of the upper-division

programat St. Petersburg College nust be in accordance with

policies of the State University System
(5) Sections 240.293 and 240. 2945, Florida Statutes,
apply to St. Petersburg Col |l ege.

Section 5. St. Petersburg Coll ege; students. --

(1) St. Petershurg College shall nmaintain separate

records for students who are enrolled in courses classified in

the | ower division and the upper division of a baccal aureate

program accordi ng to the conmon course nunbering system A

student shall be reported as a community coll ege student for

enrollnment in a | ower-division course and as a baccal aureate
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degree program student for enrollnent in an upper-division

cour se.
(2) The Board of Trustees of St. Petershburg Coll ege
shall establish the level of matriculation, tuition, and other

aut hori zed student fees.

(a) For each credit hour of enrollnent in a

certificate level course or |lower-division |evel college

credit course, matriculation and tuition fees nust be within

the range authorized in law and rule for a conmmunity coll ege

student at that |evel.

(b) For each credit hour of enrollnent in an

upper-division |l evel course, natriculation and tuition fees

nmust be in an anount established by the Board of Trustees of

St. Petersburg Coll ege. However, fees for upper-division

students nust reflect the fact that the coll ege does not incur

the costs of mmjor research prograns. Therefore, the board of

trustees shall establish fees for upper-division students

within a range that is |lower than the fees established for

students at a public university but higher than the fees for

community col |l ege students.

(c) Oher mandatory fees and | ocal fees nmust be at the

sane |level for all |ower-division students. For upper-division

students, other nandatory fees and |l ocal fees nust be at a

| evel less than fees established for University of South

Fl orida students, regardless of programenroll nent or |evel.

However, students in workforce devel opnent education courses

mai ntain the authorized fee exenptions described in s.

239.117, Florida Statutes, and may be exenpt fromlocal fees

i nposed by the board of trustees, at the board's discretion

Section 6. St. Petersburg Coll ege; degrees.--

(1) In addition to the certificates, diploms, and
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degrees authorized in s. 240.301, Florida Statutes, St
Pet ersburg Coll ege nmay offer sel ected baccal aureate degrees.

Initially, the college nay offer programs that lead to a

baccal aureate degree in the follow ng fields:

(a) Bachelor of science in nursing. This program nust

be designed to articulate with the associate in science degree

in nursing. St. Petersburg College shall continue to offer the

associate in science degree in nursing.

(b) Bachelor of arts and bachel or of science in

el ementary educati on

(c) Bachelor of arts and bachel or of science in

speci al education

(d) Bachelor of arts and bachel or of science in

secondary educati on.

(e) Bachelor of applied science in fields selected by

the Board of Trustees of St. Petersburg Coll ege. The board of

trustees shall base the selection on an anal ysis of workforce

needs and opportunities in the follow ng counties: Pinellas,

Pasco, Hernando, and other counties approved by the Departnent

of Education. For each program sel ected, St. Petersburg

Col |l ege nust offer a related associate in science or associate

in applied science degree program and the baccal aureate

degree | evel program nust be designed to articulate fully with

at | east one associate in science degree program The coll ege

is encouraged to devel op articul ati on agreenents for

enrol | rent of graduates of related associate in applied

sci ence degree prograns.

(2) St. Petershurg Coll ege may offer courses that

enabl e teachers to qualify for certification and

recertification as required by law or rule.

(3) St. Petershurg College may offer prograns to
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provide opportunities for a person who hol ds a baccal aureate

degree, but is not certified to teach, to obtain any

addi tional courses required for teacher certification

(4) WMasters degree |level prograns and doctora

prograns nmay be provided by agreenent with a coll ege or

university participating in the University Center of St

Pet er sburg Col | ege.

(5) For those students living outside the St

Pet ersburg Col |l ege service area, St. Petersburg Col |l ege shal

recruit for the upper division only those students who have

earned an associate degree. In recruiting upper-division

students in Pasco and Hernando Counties, St. Petersburg

Col | ege shall work cooperatively with Pasco-Hernando Comunity

Col | ege and shall seek to offer courses and prograns at

Pasco- Hernando Conmmunity Col | ege when feasi bl e.

Section 7. St. Petersburg Coll ege; boards. --

(1) The Board of Trustees of St. Petershurg Junior

Coll ege is renanmed the Board of Trustees of St. Petersburg

Col | ege and serves as its governing board. The Governor shal

appoi nt nmenbers as provided in s. 240.313, Florida Statutes,

and the board of trustees has the duties and authorities
granted in ss. 240.315 and 240.319, Florida Statutes, and by
rules of the State Board of Education

(2) The Board of Trustees of St. Petershburg Coll ege
may aut hori ze direct-support organi zations as authorized in
ss. 240.299 and 240. 331, Florida Statutes.

(3) The Board of Trustees of St. Petershurg Coll ege
may continue to award degrees, diplomas, and certificates as

aut hori zed for St. Petershurg Junior College, and in the nane

of St. Petersburg Junior College, until St. Petersburg Coll ege

receives its accreditation
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(4) A coordinating board shall assist the board of

trustees in its deliberations concerning issues that affect

t he upper division of St. Petersburg Coll ege. The coordinating

board consists of the President of the University of South
Florida, the President of St. Petersburg Coll ege, the
Presi dent of Pasco-Hernando Community Coll ege, and the chairs

of the boards of trustees of those institutions.

(5) Beginning 4 years after St. Petersburg Coll ege

receives accreditation to offer baccal aureate degrees, the

board of trustees of the college nay deternine additiona

prograns to be offered, with the approval of the coordinating

board. The determ nati on nust consider conmunity needs and

econom ¢ opportunities.

(6) The coordinating board shall neet at the request

of the President of the University of South Florida or the

President of St. Petersburg Coll ege.

(7) |If the coordinating board cannot decide an issue

of inportance to the prograns designed for upper-division

students, the chief educational officer of this state shal

resol ve the issue.

Section 8. St. Petersburg Coll ege; enpl oyees. --

(1) Enploynent at St. Petersburg College is governed

by the sane | aws that govern conmunity coll eges, except that

upper-division faculty are eligible for continuing contracts

upon the conpletion of the fifth year of teaching.

(2) Enployee records for all personnel shall be

nmai ntai ned as required by s. 240.337, Florida Statutes.

Section 9. St. Petersburg College; facilities.--St

Pet ersburg Col |l ege nay request funding fromthe Public

Education Capital Qutlay and Debt Service Trust Fund as a

community college and as a university. The nunicipalities of
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Pi nel | as County, the Board of County Comm ssioners of Pinellas

County, and all other governnental entities are authorized to

cooperate with the Board of Trustees of St. Petershburg Coll ege

in establishing this institution. The acquisition and donation

of |l ands, buildings, and equi pnent for the use of St.

Pet ersburg Col |l ege are aut horized as a public purpose. The

Board of County Commi ssioners of Pinellas County and al

nmuni cipalities of Pinellas County nmay exercise the power of

em nent dommin to acquire | ands, buildings, and equi pnent for

the use of St. Petersburg Coll ege, regardl ess of whether such

| ands, buil dings, and equi pnent are located in a community

redevel opnent area

Section 10. St. Petershburg Col |l ege; state funding.--

(1) The Legislature intends to fund St. Petersburg

Coll ege as a comunity college for its workforce devel opnent

educati on prograns and for its | ower-division |level college

credit courses and prograns.

(2) The Legislature intends to fund St. Petersburg

Col | ege as a baccal aureate degree level institution for its

upper-division | evel courses and prograns.
(3) During the 2001-2002 fiscal year, St. Petersburg
Col |l ege shall estinate the appropriate |evel of funding for

these prograns. By March 1, 2002, the college shall conplete a

cost study and shall subnit to the Legislature a proposal for

cost accounting and | egislative budget requests designed to

acknowl edge its unique classification. The cost study nust

i ndicate actual costs projected for the first 4 years of

operation as a baccal aureate degree level institution, with

the first students expected to enroll in the upper division in
the fall senester of 2002.
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================ T | TLE A MENDMENT ===============
And the title is anended as foll ows:

On page 1, line 2,
renove fromthe title of the bill: all of said line

and insert in lieu thereof:
An act relating to postsecondary education
providing |l egislative intent; redesignating St
Pet ersburg Juni or College as St. Petersburg
Col l ege; requiring accreditation; providing
m ssion; providing for students and fees;
providi ng conditional authority to offer
baccal aureate degree | evel prograns;
aut hori zi ng certai n baccal aureate degree
prograns and a process for increasing their
nunber; establishing a board of trustees and a
coordi nating board; providing for enploynent;
providing for the acquisition of |and,
bui | di ngs, and equi pnent; authorizing the power
of eminent domain; providing intent for state
funding; requiring a cost study;
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