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1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to behavioral healthcare

3 services; anending s. 394.66, F.S.; anending

4 legislative intent with respect to al cohol

5 drug abuse, and nental health services;

6 creating s. 394.741, F.S.; providing

7 accreditation requirenents for providers of

8 behavi oral heal thcare services; defining the

9 term "behavi oral heal t hcare services"

10 requiring certain service providers to obtain
11 accreditation under this section by a specified
12 date; providing for rul enaking by the

13 Departnent of Children and Fanmily Services and
14 the Agency for Health Care Admi nistration

15 providing for the departnent and the agency to
16 have access to data subnmitted to accrediting
17 organi zations; allowi ng the departnent and the
18 agency to performfollowp nonitoring of

19 deficiencies identified by accrediting
20 organi zations; requiring the departnent and the
21 agency to report to the Legislature on the
22 practicability of privatizing all licensure and
23 nmoni toring functions; providing that the
24 accreditation requirenents of this section
25 apply immrediately to certain currently
26 accredi ted organi zations; anendi ng ss. 394. 90,
27 397.411, F.S.; requiring, rather than all ow ng,
28 t he agency and the department to accept the
29 surveys and inspections of accrediting
30 organi zations; providing an effective date.
31
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1| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

2

3 Section 1. Subsections (13) and (14) are added to

4 | section 394.66, Florida Statutes, to read:

5 394.66 Legislative intent with respect to substance
6 | abuse and nental health services.--It is the intent of the

7 | Legislature to:

8 (13) Ensure that best practices are foll owed and that
9| al cohol, drug abuse, and nental health services that are

10 | provided under contract are maintained at the hi ghest |evel of
11| quality care through the achi evenent of nationa

12 | accreditation

13 (14) Ensure that the state agencies that |icense and
14 | nonitor providers who are under contract performin the nost
15 ) cost-efficient and effective nanner with limted duplication
16 | and disruption to the organi zati ons that provide services.
17 Section 2. Section 394.741, Florida Statutes, is

18 | created to read:

19 394.741 Accreditation requirenents for providers of
20 | behavi oral healthcare services.--

21 (1) As used in this section, the term"bhehaviora

22 | healthcare services" neans nental health and

23 | subst ance-abuse-treat nent servi ces.

24 (2) Any organization that is licensed by the agency
25| and is under contract with the departnent or the agency to
26 | provi de behavioral healthcare services, or that participates
27| in the Medicaid conmunity nental health services or targeted
28 | case- nanagenent prograns, nust be accredited in accordance
29| with this section no later than July 1, 2006.

30 (3) Notwithstandi ng any provision of lawto the

31| contrary, accreditation by the foll owi ng neans nust be
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accepted by the agency in lieu of its own facility-licensure

requi renments and by the departnment as a substitute for its

admi ni strative and programnonitoring requirenents, except as

requi red under subsection (4):

(a) Any organi zation fromwhich the departnent or the

agency purchases behavioral health care services nust be

accredited by the Joint Conmmi ssion of Healthcare Organi zati ons

or nmust have those prograns that are being purchased by the

departnent or the agency accredited by the Conmi ssion on

Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities.

(b) Any network of providers fromwhich the departnent

or the agency purchases behavi oral heal thcare services nust be

accredited by the Joint Conmi ssion of Healthcare Organi zations

or the National Conmittee for Quality Assurance. Accreditation

of the network is to be accepted in lieu of accreditation

requi renents for an individual organization that is part of

t he net wor k.

(4) The departnent and the agency nay adopt rul es that

establ i sh:
(a) Additional standards for nmonitoring and |icensing

prograns and facilities which the departnent and the agency

have deternined are necessary to protect the safety and

wel fare of clients. These standards and the associ at ed

nonitoring nust not duplicate the standards and processes

al ready covered by the accrediting bodies.

(b) A sanpling nethodol ogy, standards, and procedures

for a systemof validation inspections of accredited

organi zations that are in the mddle of a 3-year accreditation

cycle, in order to substantiate that accredited organi zati ons

are nmmintaining conpliance with identified critical standards.

The rule may include a process for reviewing all organizations
3
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1| 24 nonths after accreditation to substantiate that

2 | accreditation standards are still being net.

3 (5) The departnent and the agency nust be given access
41to all accreditation reports, corrective-action plans, and

5| performance data subnitted to the accrediting organi zations.
6 | When mmj or deficiencies, as defined by the accrediting

7 | organi zation, are identified through the accreditation

8 | process, the departnent and the agency may perform foll owp

9| nonitoring to assure that such deficiencies are corrected and
10 [ that the corrections are sustained over tine.

11 (6) The departnent and the agency shall report to the
12 | Legislature by May 1, 2003, on the practicability of

13 | privatizing all licensure and nonitoring functions through an
14 | accrediting organization

15 (7) The accreditation requirenents of this section

16 | apply to organi zations that are under contract and that are
17 | already accredited on the effective date of this section

18 Section 3. Subsection (5) of section 394.90, Florida
19| Statutes, is anended to read:

20 394.90 Inspection; right of entry; records.--

21 (5)(a) The agency shall may accept, in lieu of its own
22 | inspections for licensure, the survey or inspection of an

23 | accrediting organi zationsif the provider is accredited in

24 | accordance with s. 394. 741 and the agency receives the report
25| of the accrediting organi zati on. The—departrent—itn

26 | eonsuttatton—wth—the—agency,—shaH—devetop,—and—adopt—by

27 | rule;—specifie—eriteriafor—assuringthat—the—aeccredi-ting

28 | organizatton—has—specifie—standards—and—experience+elatedto
29 | theprogramareabeingtHicensed,—specifiec—ecriteriafor

30 | aceeptingthe—standards—and—surveyrethodologtes—of—an

31 e . on—det . ey e . F
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18 Section 4. Section 397.411, Florida Statutes, is
19 | anended to read:

20 397.411 Inspection; right of entry; records.--

21 (1)(a) An authorized agent of the departnent nmay enter
22 | and inspect at any tine a |licensed service provider to

23 | determine whether it is in conpliance with statutory and
24 | regul atory requirenents.

25 (b) An authorized agent of the departnment may, with
26 | the perm ssion of the person in charge of the prem ses or
27 | pursuant to a warrant, enter and inspect any unlicensed

28 | service provider it reasonably suspects to be operating in
29 | violation of any provision of this chapter

30 (c) An application for licensure as a service provider
31| under this chapter constitutes full pernission for an
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aut hori zed agent of the departnent to enter and inspect the
prem ses of such service provider at any tine.

(2) t&y The departnent shall ray accept, in lieu of its
own inspections for licensure, the survey or inspection of an
accrediting organizationsif the provider is accredited in
accordance with s. 394.741 and the departnent receives the

report of the accrediting organization. The—departrent—shat+
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16 Section 5. This act shall take effect July 1, 2001

17
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19 SENATE SUVMMARY

20 Amends |l egislative intent with respect to al cohol,  drug
abuse, and nental health services. Provides accreditation

21 requi renents for PFOVIde[S of "behavi oral heal t hcare
services," as that termis defined in the act. Requires

22 certain service providers to obtain_accreditation under
newly created s. 394.741, F.S., by July 1, 2006. Provides

23 for rulenakln? by the Departnent of Children and Famly
Services and the” Agenc or Health Care Adm nistration

24 Provides for the departnent and the agency. to have access
to data submitted to accrediting organi zations. Allows

25 t he departnment and the agency to_Perforn1foIIomUP_
nmonitoring of deficienciés identified by accrediting

26 organi zations. Requires the departnent _and the agencCy to
report to the Legislature, by K 1, 2003, on the .

27 practicability o Prlvat|2|ng, t hrough an accrediting
organi zation, "all [icensure and noniforing functions

28 relfating to entities that provide behavioral healthcare
serviceS. Provides that the accreditation requirenents

29 apply to currently accredited organi zations that are
under contract. Requires, rather than allows, the agency

30 and the departnent to accept the surveys and inspecfions

a1 of accrediting organi zati ons.
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