Florida Senate - 2001 CS for SB 1368

By the Committee on Governmental Oversight and Productivity;
and Senator Cow n

302-1747-01
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act providing adoption benefits for
3 enpl oyees of the state or water nmanagenent
4 districts; anending s. 110.152, F.S.
5 speci fying enpl oyees who are entitled to
6 receive such benefits for adopting a
7 speci al -needs child; deleting references to
8 wat er managenent district enpl oyees;
9 prescribing the manner of establishing the
10 anmount of such benefits; anending s. 110. 15201
11 F.S.; providing that rules for adm nistering
12 such adopti on benefits may provide for an
13 application process; deleting a reference to
14 wat er managenent district enpl oyees; anending
15 s. 215.32, F.S.; requiring the Conptroller and
16 t he Departnent of Managenent Services to
17 transfer funds to water managenent districts to
18 pay nonetary benefits to water nmnagenent
19 di strict enpl oyees; creating s. 373.6065, F.S.
20 provi di ng child-adoption nonetary benefits to
21 wat er managemnent district enpl oyees; providing
22 for priority in the allocation of funds;
23 providing an effective date.
24
25| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
26
27 Section 1. Section 110.152, Florida Statutes, is
28 | anended to read:
29 110. 152 Adoption benefits for state er—water
30 | managerent—di-st++et enpl oyees; parental |eave.--
31
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(1) (a) Any full-tinme or part-tinme enployee of the

state who is paid fromregular salary appropriati ons and er—ef

a—water—managerent—dai-st+r+et who adopts a speci al - needs chil d,

as defined in paragraph (b), is eligible to receive a nonetary
benefit in the anount of $10,000 per child, $5,000 of which is
payable in equal nonthly installnments over a 2-year period.

Any enpl oyee of the state er—of—a—water—ranagenrent—distriet

who adopts a child, other than a special-needs child as

defined in paragraph (b), shall be eligible to receive a
nonetary benefit in the anobunt of $5,000 per child, $2,000 of
which is payable in equal nonthly installnments over a 2-year
period. Benefits paid under this subsection to a part-tine

enpl oyee nmust be prorated based on the enpl oyee's

full-tinme-equivalency status at the tine of applying for the

benefits.

(b) For purposes of this section, a "special-needs
child" is a child whose permanent custody has been awarded to
the Departnent of Children and Fanmily Services or to a
Fl orida-licensed child-placing agency and who is not likely to
be adopted because he or she is:

1. Eight years of age or older.

A person with a devel opnental disability.
A person with a physical or enotional handicap
O a mnority race or of a racially mxed heritage.

A A

A nmenber of a sibling group of any age, provided
that two or nore nenbers of a sibling group remain together
for the purposes of adoption.

(2) An enployee of the state er—of—a—water—ranagenent
ehi—st+i+et who adopts a special -needs child nust apply to his or
her agency head to obtain the nonetary benefit provided in
subsection (1). Applications nust be on forns approved by the
2
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departnment and nust include a certified copy of the fina
order of adoption naning the applicant as the adoptive parent.

(3) Nothing in this section shall affect the right of
any state enpl oyee who adopts a special-needs child to receive
financial aid for adoption expenses pursuant to s. 409. 166 or
any other statute that provides financial incentives for the
adoption of children.

(4) Any enployee of the state sr—eof—a—water—managerent
eh—st+i+et who has a child placed in the custody of the enpl oyee
for adoption, and who continues to reside in the sane
househol d as the child placed for adoption, shall be granted
parental |leave for a period not to exceed 6 nonths as provided
ins. 110.221.

Section 2. Section 110.15201, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

110. 15201 Adoption benefits for state er—water
managerent—di-str+et enpl oyees; rul emaki ng aut hority.--The
Depart nent of Managenent Services nmay adopt rules to
adm ni ster the provisions of this act. Such rules nmay provide

for an application process such as, but not limted to, an

open-enrol | ment period during which enpl oyees may apply for

nonetary benefits as provided in subsection (1).

Section 3. Paragraph (c) of subsection (2) of section
215.32, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

215.32 State funds; segregation.--

(2) The source and use of each of these funds shall be
as follows:

(c)1. The Budget Stabilization Fund shall consist of
anounts equal to at |east 5 percent of net revenue coll ections
for the General Revenue Fund during the last conpleted fisca
year. The Budget Stabilization Fund's principal bal ance shal
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not exceed an anount equal to 10 percent of the | ast conpleted
fiscal year's net revenue collections for the General Revenue
Fund. As used in this paragraph, the term"last conpl eted
fiscal year" neans the nost recently conpleted fiscal year
prior to the regular |egislative session at which the
Legi sl ature considers the General Appropriations Act for the
year in which the transfer to the Budget Stabilization Fund
nmust be nade under this paragraph.

2. By Septenber 15 of each year, the Governor shal
authori ze the Conptroller to transfer, and the Conptroller
shal | transfer pursuant to appropriations made by law, to the
Budget Stabilization Fund the anobunt of nobney needed for the
bal ance of that fund to equal the anpbunt specified in
subparagraph 1., |less any anounts expended and not restored.
The noneys needed for this transfer may be appropriated by the
Legi sl ature from any funds.

3. Unless otherwi se provided in this subparagraph, an
expenditure fromthe Budget Stabilization Fund nust be
restored pursuant to a restoration schedule that provides for
maki ng five equal annual transfers fromthe General Revenue
Fund, beginning in the fiscal year following that in which the
expendi ture was nade. For any Budget Stabilization Fund
expenditure, the Legislature may establish by law a different
restoration schedul e and such change nmay be nmade at any tine
during the restoration period. Moneys are hereby appropriated
for transfers pursuant to this subparagraph.

4. The Budget Stabilization Fund and the Wrking
Capital Fund may be used as revolving funds for transfers as
provided in s. 18.125; however, any interest earned nust be
deposited in the General Revenue Fund.
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5. The Conptroller and the Departnment of Managenent

Services shall transfer funds to water nanagenent districts to

pay eligible water nmanagenent district enpl oyees for al

benefits due under s. 373.6065, as |long as funds remain

avail able for the program descri bed under s. 100. 152.
Section 4. Section 373.6065, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

373.6065 Adoption benefits for water nmanagenent

di strict enpl oyees. --

(1) Any enployee of a water nmnagenent district is

eligible to receive nonetary benefits for child adoption to

the sane extent as is an enployee of the state, as descri bed
ins. 110.152.
(2) The Conptroller and the Departnent of Managenent

Services shall transfer funds to water nanagenent districts to

pay eligible water managenent district enpl oyees for these

child adoption nonetary benefits in accordance with s.

215.32(1)(c)5., as long as funds renmamin avail able for the

program descri bed under s. 110. 152.

(3) Parental |eave for eligible water managenent

di strict enpl oyees shall be provided according to the policies

and procedures of the individual water nmanagenent district in

existence at the tinme eligibility is determ ned.

(4) Each water managenent district shall devel op neans

of inplenenting these nonetary adoption benefits for water

managenent district enpl oyees, consistent with its current

practices. Water managenent district rules, policies,

gui del i nes, or procedures so inplenented will remain valid and

enforceable as long as they do not conflict with the express
terms of s. 110.152.

5

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Florida Senate - 2001 CS for SB 1368
302-1747-01

1 Section 5. Fromfunds specifically appropriated for
2| this purpose, the departnent may rei nburse state agenci es and
3 | water managenent districts for adoption benefits under this
4| section. Agencies with a disproportionate nunber of adoption
5| subsidy paynents shall receive priority in the distribution of
6 | these funds, with special needs adoptions receiving the
7 | highest priority, foll owed by donestic adoptions receiving the
8 | next highest priority, and foreign adoptions receiving the
9| next level of priority.
10 Section 6. This act shall take effect July 1, 2001
11
12 STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N
COW TTEE_SUBSTI TUTE FOR
13 SB 1368
14
15| The Conmittee Substitute provides adoption benefits onIY to
enpl oyees paid fromsal ary approPrlatlons and prorates them on
16 | the basis of full-tinme enploynent._Water nanagenent districts
Part|C|pate under the sane terns. The Conptroller may transfer
17 unds to water nmanagenent districts for adoption benefit
pur poses provi ded enough noney renmains in the Progran1 The
18 | conmmittee substitute al'so provides for the setting of a
priority for adoption benefits with the highest priority.
19 | accorded to special needs, followed by donestic and foreign
adopti ons.
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
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