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By Representative Cel ber

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to youthful offenders; anending

3 s. 958.03, F.S.; redefining the term"youthfu

4 of fender" to include any i nmate under a

5 speci fi ed age; anending s. 958.11, F.S.

6 requiring that the Departnent of Corrections

7 continuously screen its institutions,

8 facilities, and prograns for the presence of

9 i nmat es who are under that specified age

10 requiring that the departnent classify and

11 assign any such offender as a youthfu

12 of fender; providing for inmates under specified
13 age to be housed in youthful offender

14 facilities; providing an exception under

15 certain circunstances; anending s. 944. 17,

16 F.S., relating to comitnents and

17 classifications of prisoners; requiring inmates
18 under specified age be classified as youthfu

19 of fenders and assigned to facilities for

20 yout hful offenders; providing an effective

21 dat e.

22

23| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
24

25 Section 1. Subsection (5) of section 958.03, Florida
26| Statutes, is anended to read:

27 958.03 Definitions.--As used in this act:

28 (5) "Youthful offender" neans any person who is
29 | sentenced as such by the court under s. 958.04, any person who
30| e+ is classified as such by the departnent, or any i nmate who
31| is less than 18 years of age purstant—to—s—958-04.
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1 Section 2. Subsections (4) and (6) of section 958.11
2| Florida Statutes, are anended to read

3 958.11 Designation of institutions and prograns for

4 | yout hful offenders; assignnment from youthful offender

5] institutions and prograns. --

6 (4) The Ofice of the Assistant Secretary for Youthfu
7| O fenders shall continuously screen all institutions,

8| facilities, and prograns for the presence of any inmate who is
9] less than 18 years of age nmeets—the—eHgibtHtyreguirenents
10 | fer—youthful—offender—desighation—spect-fed—+n——s—95804({(ar
11 4y y

12

13 | departnent shall fay classify and assign any such inmate as a
14 | yout hful of fender anry—t+nrate—who—reets—the—ecriterra—of—this
15 | subseetion.

16 (6) The departnent may assign to a yout hful offender
17 | facility, as a residential assignnent,any innmate,—except—a

18 | eapitat—or—+ife—feton-whose age does not exceed 19 years but
19 | who does not otherwi se neet the criteria of this section, if
20| the Assistant Secretary for Youthful Ofenders deternines that
21 | such inmate's nental or physical vulnerability may wotld

22 | stubstantiatty—or—materialtty j eopardize his or her safety in a
23 | nonyout hful offender facility. It is the intent of the

24 | Legislature that any i nmate whose age does not exceed 18 years
25| shall be housed in a youthful offender facility, unless the
26 | inmate presents an unacceptabl e disciplinary problemat that
27 | facility. Assignments nmade under this subsection shall be

28 | included in the departnent's annual report.

29 Section 3. Subsection (2) of section 944.17, Florida
30| Statutes, is anended to read:

31 944.17 Comm tnents and cl assification; transfers.--
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1 (2) Each prisoner committed to the custody of the
2 | departnent shall be conveyed to such institution, facility, or
3| programin the correctional systemas the departnent shal
4| direct, in accordance with its classification schene. However,
5] any inmate who is less than 18 years of age nust be classified
6| as a youthful offender and assigned to a facility for youthfu
7 | of fenders.
8 Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2001
9
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11 HOUSE SUMVARY
12 . . .
Requires that the Departnent of Corrections classify an
13 of fender who is less than 18 years of age as a "youfhfu
of fender." Requires that such” of fenders be assighed to a
14 facility for youthful offenders. Provides an exception
under certain circunstances. Requires that the departnent
15 continuously screen its institutions, facilities, and
prograns for the presence of innmates who are | ess than 18
16 years of age.
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