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Florida Senate - 2001 CS for SB 1456
By the Committee on Health, Aglng and Long- Term Care; and

Senat ors_Saunders, Peaden, Canpbell, PFUI?t Smth, Latvala,
Dawson, Brown-\Waite and vassernan Schu tz

317-1739-01
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to health care facilities;
creating the Florida Al zheiner's Training Act;
anendi ng s. 400.4178, F.S.; revising training
standards for enpl oyees of assisted living
facilities that provide care for residents with
Al zheimer's di sease or related disorders
creating ss. 400.1755, 400.4786, 400.55715, and
400. 626, F.S.; prescribing training standards
for enpl oyees of nursing hones, hone health
agenci es, adult day care centers, and adult
fam |l y-care hones, respectively, that provide
care for persons with Al zheiner's disease or
rel ated disorders; providing for training fees;
prescribing duties of the Departnment of Elderly
Affairs; directing the departnent to convene a
wor ki ng group to devel op training guidelines;
providing for nenbership; providing for
conpliance with guidelines within a certain
time period; requiring denmentia-specific care
providers to be included in comunity care
service systems; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. This act may be cited as the "Florida

Al zheiner's Training Act."
Section 2. Section 400.4178, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:
400. 4178 Speetrat Care for persons with Al zheiner's
di sease or other related disorders.--
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(1) Any Afacility which adnmts or advertises—that—+t
provi des speetrat care to an individual fer—persons with

Al zheimer's di sease or other related di sorders nust neet the

foll owi ng standards of operation:

(a)1. If the facility has 17 or nore residents, have
an awake staff nmenber on duty at all hours of the day and
ni ght; or

2. If the facility has fewer than 17 residents, have
an awake staff nmenber on duty at all hours of the day and
ni ght or have nechanisns in place to nonitor and ensure the
safety of the facility's residents.

(b) Ofer activities specifically designed for persons
who are cognitively inpaired.

(c) Have a physical environnment that provides for the
safety and welfare of the facility's residents.

(d) Enploy staff who have conpl eted the training and
conti nuing education required in subsections subseetion (2)
and (3).

(2)(a) An individual who is enployed by a facility
t hat provi des speeiat care for residents with Al zheiner's
di sease or other rel ated di sorder s—ant—who—has—+egutar
contact—w-th—such—+estdentsnust conpl ete up—to 4 hours of
initial denentia-specific training devel oped or approved by
the departnent. The training shall be conpleted within 3
nmont hs after begi nning enpl oynent and shall satisfy the core
training requirenments of s. 400.452(2)(9g).

(b) A direct caregiver who is enployed by a facility
t hat provi des speeiat care for residents with Al zheiner's
di sease or other related disorders, and who provides direct
care to such residents, nust conplete the required initial
training and 4 additional hours of training devel oped or
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approved by the departnent. The training shall be conpleted

within 9 nonths after begi nning enploynent and shall satisfy
the core training requirenents of s. 400.452(2)(q).

Lo I Ly ¥ I

(3) In addition to the training required under
subsection (2), a direct caregiver nust conplete up to

patrtieipate—+n—amnnumof 4 eontact hours of

denenti a-specific continuing education each cal endar year as

approved by the departnent. Fhe—econtinuing—educat-on—rust

(4) Upon conpleting any training listed in subsection
(2), the enployee or direct caregiver shall be issued a
certificate that includes the nane of the training provider
the topic covered, and the date and signature of the training
provider. The certificate is evidence of conpletion of
training in the identified topic, and the enpl oyee or direct
caregiver is not required to repeat training in that topic if
t he enpl oyee or direct caregiver changes enploynent to a
different facility or to a nursing hone, hone health agency,

adult day care center, or adult fam ly-care hone. The

enptoyee—o+ direct caregiver nust conply with other applicable
conti nui ng education requirenents.
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(5) The departnent, or its designee, shall approve the
initial and continuing education courses and providers.

(6) The departnent shall keep a current |ist of
providers who are approved to provide initial and continuing
education for staff of facilities that provide speeirat care
for persons with Al zheiner's disease or other rel ated
di sorders.

(7) Any facility in which nore than 90 percent of
whose residents receive nonthly optional supplenentation
payrments is not required to pay for the training and education
prograns required under this section. A facility that has one
or nore such residents shall pay a reduced fee that is
proportional to the percentage of such residents in the
facility. A facility that does not have any residents who
receive nonthly optional supplenentation paynents nust pay a
reasonabl e fee, as established by the departnent, for such
training and educati on prograns.

(8) The departnent shall adopt rules to establish
standards for trainers and training and to inplenent this
secti on.

Section 3. Section 400.1755, Florida Statutes, is
created to read
400.1755 Care for persons with Al zhei ner's di sease or

other rel ated di sorders. --

(1)(a) An individual who is enployed by a facility

licensed pursuant to this section nust conplete 4 hours of

initial denentia-specific training devel oped or approved by

the Departnent of Elderly Affairs. The training shall be

conpleted within 3 nonths after begi nning enpl oynent.

(b) An individual who provides direct care shall be

considered a direct caregiver and nust conplete the required
4
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initial training and 4 additional hours of training devel oped

or approved by the Departnent of Elderly Affairs. The training

shal|l be conpleted within 9 nonths after begi nning enpl oynent.

(2) In addition to the training required under

subsection (1), a direct caregiver nust conplete up to 4 hours

of denentia-specific continuing educati on each cal endar year

as approved by the Departnent of Elderly Affairs.

(3) Upon conpleting any training listed in subsection

(1), the enployee or direct caregiver shall be issued a

certificate that includes the nane of the training provider

the topic covered, and the date and signature of the training

provider. The certificate is evidence of conpletion of

training in the identified topic, and the enpl oyee or direct

caregiver is not required to repeat training in that topic if

t he enpl oyee or direct caregiver changes enploynent to a

different facility or to an assisted living facility, hone

heal t h agency, adult day care center, or adult famly-care

hone. The direct caregiver nmust conply with other applicable

conti nui ng educati on requirenents.
(4) The Departnent of Elderly Affairs, or its
desi gnee, shall approve the initial and continui ng education

courses and providers.
(5) The Departnent of Elderly Affairs shall keep a
current list of providers who are approved to provide initial

and continuing education for staff of facilities that provide

care for persons with Al zheiner's disease or other rel ated

di sorders.
(6) The Departnent of Elderly Affairs shall adopt
rules to establish standards for trainers and training and to

i npl erent this section.
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Section 4. Section 400.4786, Florida Statutes, is

created to read
400.4786 Care for persons with Al zhei ner's di sease or

other rel ated di sorders. --

(1)(a) An individual who is enpl oyed by a hone health

agency nust conplete 4 hours of initial denentia-specific

trai ni ng devel oped or approved by the Departnent of Elderly

Affairs. The training shall be conpleted within 3 nonths after

begi nni ng enpl oynent.

(b) An individual who provides direct care shall be

considered a direct caregiver and nust conplete the required

initial training and 4 additional hours of training devel oped

or approved by the Departnent of Elderly Affairs. The training

shal|l be conpleted within 9 nonths after begi nning enpl oynent.

(2) In addition to the training required under

subsection (1), a direct caregiver nust conplete up to 4 hours

of denentia-specific continuing educati on each cal endar year

as approved by the Departnent of Elderly Affairs.

(3) Upon conpleting any training listed in subsection

(1), the enployee or direct caregiver shall be issued a

certificate that includes the nane of the training provider

the topic covered, and the date and signature of the training

provider. The certificate is evidence of conpletion of

training in the identified topic, and the enpl oyee or direct

caregiver is not required to repeat training in that topic if

t he enpl oyee or direct caregiver changes enploynent to a

di fferent hone health agency or to an assisted |iving

facility, nursing hone, adult day care center, or adult

fam ly-care hone. The direct caregiver nmust conply with other

appl i cabl e continui ng educati on requirenents.
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(4) The Departnent of Elderly Affairs, or its
desi gnee, shall approve the initial and continui ng education

courses and providers.
(5) The Departnent of Elderly Affairs shall keep a
current list of providers who are approved to provide initial

and continui ng education for staff of hone health agencies

that provide care for persons with Al zhei ner's di sease or

other rel ated di sorders.

(6) The departnent shall adopt rules to establish

standards for trainers and training and to inplenent this

secti on.

Section 5. Section 400.55715, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

400. 55715 Care for persons with Al zhei ner's di sease or

other rel ated di sorders. --

(1)(a) An individual who is enployed by an adult day

care center nust conplete 4 hours of initial denentia-specific

trai ni ng devel oped or approved by the departnent. The training

shal|l be conpleted within 3 nonths after begi nning enpl oynent.

(b) An individual who provides direct care shall be

considered a direct caregiver and nust conplete the required

initial training and 4 additional hours of training devel oped

or approved by the Departnent of Elderly Affairs. The training

shal|l be conpleted within 9 nonths after begi nning enpl oynent.

(2) In addition to the training required under

subsection (1), a direct caregiver nust conplete up to 4 hours

of denentia-specific continuing educati on each cal endar year

as approved by the departnent.

(3) Upon conpleting any training listed in subsection

(1), the enployee or direct caregiver shall be issued a

certificate that includes the nane of the training provider
7
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the topic covered, and the date and signature of the training

provider. The certificate is evidence of conpletion of

training in the identified topic, and the enpl oyee or direct

caregiver is not required to repeat training in that topic if

t he enpl oyee or direct caregiver changes enploynent to a

different adult day care center or to an assisted living

facility, nursing hone, hone health agency, or adult

fam |ly-care hone. The direct caregiver nmust conply with other

appl i cabl e continui ng educati on requirenents.

(4) The departnent, or its designee, shall approve the

initial and continui ng education courses and providers.

(5) The departnent shall keep a current |ist of

providers who are approved to provide initial and continuing

education for staff of adult day care centers that provide

care for persons with Al zheiner's disease or other rel ated

di sorders.
(6) The departnent shall adopt rules to establish

standards for trainers and training and to inplenent this

secti on.

Section 6. Section 400.626, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

400.626 Care for persons with Al zhei ner's di sease or

other rel ated di sorders. --

(1)(a) An individual who operates or is enployed by an

adult famly-care hone that provides care for residents with

Al zhei ner' s di sease or other rel ated disorders nust conplete 4

hours of initial denentia-specific training devel oped or

approved by the departnent. The training shall be conpleted

within 3 nonths after begi nni ng enpl oynent.

(b) An individual who provides direct care shall be

considered a direct caregiver and nust conplete the required
8
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initial training and 4 additional hours of training devel oped

or approved by Departnent of Elderly Affairs. The training

shal|l be conpleted within 9 nonths after begi nning enpl oynent.

(2) In addition to the training required under

subsection (1), a direct caregiver nust conplete up to 4 hours

of denentia-specific continuing educati on each cal endar year

as approved by the departnent.

(3) Upon conpleting any training listed in subsection

(1), the enployee or direct caregiver shall be issued a

certificate that includes the nane of the training provider

the topic covered, and the date and signature of the training

provider. The certificate is evidence of conpletion of

training in the identified topic, and the enpl oyee or direct

caregiver is not required to repeat training in that topic if

t he enpl oyee or direct caregiver changes enploynent to a

different adult fanily-care hone or to an assisted |iving

facility, nursing honme, hone health agency, or adult day care

center. The direct caregiver nust conply with other

appl i cabl e continui ng educati on requirenents.

(4) The departnent, or its designee, shall approve the

initial and continui ng education courses and providers.

(5) The departnent shall keep a current |ist of

providers who are approved to provide initial and continuing

education for staff of adult family-care hones that provide

care for persons with Al zheiner's disease or other rel ated

di sorders.
(6) The departnent shall adopt rules to establish

standards for trainers and training and to inplenent this

secti on.
Section 7. Effective July 1, 2001, the Departnment of
Elderly Affairs shall convene a working group to recommend
9
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1| training guidelines; standards for training and trainers; and
2| materials for the required | evels of denentia-specific
3|training as specified in this act. The group shall consider
4 | and approve a variety of training nethods including
5| sel f-taught nodul es, Internet-based training, video
6 | conferencing, and "train-the-trainer" prograns. The group
7| shall consist of a representative of the Florida A zheiner's
8 | Associ ation, appointed by the association; a representative of
9] the Florida Assisted Living Association, appointed by the
10| board; a representative fromone of the nenory di sorder
11| clinics, appointed by the secretary of the departnent; a
12 | person fromthe departnment with know edge of denentia and
13 | conmuni ty-based providers, appointed by the secretary; a
14 | representative of the Departnent of Health, appointed by the
15| Secretary of Health, a representative of the Teachi ng Nursing
16 | Hone of Florida, appointed by the Secretary of the Agency for
17 | Health Care Administration, a representative fromindependent
18 | Al zheiner's resource centers and other denentia care providers
19| to be appointed by the Secretary of Elderly Affairs, and a
20 | representative fromthe Agency for Health Care Admi nistration
21| to be appointed by the Secretary of Health Care
22 | Adnministration. The group shall hold its first neeting no
23| later than Septenber 14, 2001. The group shall finalize its
24 | recommendations no later than July 1, 2002. The Departnent of
25| Elderly Affairs shall provide staff support to the working
26 | group. New enpl oyees shall have until July 1, 2003, to conply
27 | with the guidelines. Existing enployees shall have until July
28 1, 2004, to conply with the guidelines.
29 Section 8. A conmmunity care service system nmust
30| contain a denentia-specific care provider network to properly
31
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1| address the care of a person with denentia and the fanilies of

2 | such person.

3 Section 9. This act shall take effect July 1, 2001

4

5 STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N

COMWM TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR

6 Senate Bill 1456

7

8| The Conmmittee Substitute for SB 1456 nodifies training o
requirenents for all the provider types in the bill, Tequiring

9 hours of initial denmentia-specifitC tralnln?; and "up. to" 4
hours of continuing education; renoves a secflon pertaining to

10| fees that the department nay charge for the tralnlnP; )
establishes a work_group at the Departnent of Elderly Affairs

11 ) to develop the training guidelines, requires that a
conmuni ty-care serviceS Systemnust contain a

12 | denenti a-specific care provider network.
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