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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HB 1471
By Representative Al exander

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to food service enpl oyee
training; anending s. 509.049, F.S.; requiring
the Division of Hotels and Restaurants of the
Depart nent of Business and Prof essi onal
Regul ation to adopt rules for the
adm nistration of a food safety training
certificate programfor food service enpl oyees;
requiring the division to review specified food
safety training prograns at the request of a
public food service establishnent operator
providing for division approval of food safety
training prograns; providing for training to be
admi ni stered by a certified food service
manager; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 509.049, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

509. 049 Food service enpl oyee training.--

(1) The division shall adopt, by rule, mninmmfood
safety protection standards for the training of all food
servi ce enpl oyees who are responsi ble for the storage,
preparation, display, or serving of foods to the public in
establ i shnents regul ated under this chapter. These standards
shal |l not include an exanination, but shall provide for a food
safety training certificate programfor food service enpl oyees
to be administered by a private nonprofit provider chosen by
t he division pursuant to subsection (2). The division shal
al so adopt by rule, pursuant to ss. 120.54 and 120.536(1),
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provisions for the effective adninistration of the certificate

program including requirenents for the issuance of a

wal | et-sized certification card to enpl oyees successfully

conpleting the training, for procedures to replace |ost or

stolen certification cards, for the nmi ntenance of records

docunenting the training of affected enpl oyees, and for the

updating of training materials as the division's mninmmfood

safety protection standards are nodified or anended. The

di vi sion shall also be responsible for providing, by contract

or otherwi se, a conputerized database to verify the training

of all affected enpl oyees.

(2) The division shall issue a request for conpetitive
seal ed proposal s which includes a statenent of the contractua
servi ces sought and all terns and conditions applicable to the
contract. The division shall award the contract to the
provi der whose proposal is deternmined in witing to be the
nost advant ageous to the state, taking into consideration the
price and the other criteria set forth in the request for
proposals. The division shall contract with a provider on a
4-year basis and is authorized to pronmulgate by rule a per
enpl oyee fee to cover the contracted price for the program
admi ni stered by the provider. 1In making its selection, the
di vi sion shall consider factors including, but not limted to,
t he experience and history of the provider in representing the
food service industry, the provider's denpnstrated conmitnent
to food safety, and its ability to provide a statew de program
with industry support and participation.

(3) At the request of a public food service

establ i shnent operator, the division shall review any food

safety training program established and admi nistered to food
handl er enpl oyees utit+ized at the operator's a—pubtHecfood
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serviee establishnent prior to July 1, 2000 the—effectivetdate

N et b o I I i
fer—ts—reviewantd—apptrovat. |f the division deternines that

the food safety training programconplies with the m ni num

food safety protection standards and appli cabl e division

rules, the division shall approve the programfor use by +s

w I viston: o . o . b
preetude any ot her operator of a public food service

(4) It shall be the duty of the licensee of the public
food service establishnment to provide training in accordance
with the described rule to all enpl oyees under the |licensee's

supervision or control, with all training to be adnini stered

by a food service manager certified pursuant to s. 509. 039.

e 1 tesi e od : :
" . he i .

(5) Food service enpl oyees nust receive certification

pursuant to this section by January 1, 2001. Food service
enpl oyees hired after Novenber 1, 2000, nust receive
certification within 60 days after enploynent. Certification
pursuant to this section shall remain valid for 3 years.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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3
Requires the Division of Hotels and Restaurants of the

4 Depart nent of Business and Professional Regulation to
adopt . rules for the admnistration of a food safety

5 tralnlnﬂ certificate programfor food service enpl 0oyees,
whi ch shall include the issuance of certification cards,

6 procedures for replacenent of |ost or stolen ]
certification cards, and updating of training materials.

7 Requires the division to provide a conputerized dat abase

8 to verify the training of enployees.

9 Requires the division to review specified food safety .
training pro?rans at the request of a public food service

10 establ i Shnent operator. Provides for division approval of
f ood safety_tralnlng prograns and PFOVIdeS for training

11 to be adm nistered by a Certified fTood service nanager
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