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1

2 An act relating to public food service

3 establ i shnents and al coholic beverage |icenses;

4 anending s. 509.049, F.S.; revising provisions

5 related to food service enpl oyee training

6 prograns; providing for audits and revocation

7 of training program approval; providing

8 rul emaki ng authority; repealing s. 561.32(6),

9 F.S., relating to special transfer restrictions

10 and transfer fees pertaining to al coholic

11 beverage licenses issued after a specified

12 date; providing an effective date.

13

14 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

15

16 Section 1. Section 509.049, Florida Statutes, is

17 | anended to read:

18 509. 049 Food service enpl oyee training.--

19 (1) The division shall adopt, by rule, mninmmfood
20 | safety protection standards for the training of all food
21 | service enpl oyees who are responsi ble for the storage,
22 | preparation, display, or serving of foods to the public in
23 | establishnents regul ated under this chapter. These standards
24 | shall not include an exam nation, but shall provide for a food
25 | safety training certificate programfor food service enpl oyees
26 | to be adm nistered by a private nonprofit provider chosen by
27 | the divi sion.
28 (2) The division shall issue a request for conpetitive
29 | seal ed proposal s which includes a statenent of the contractua
30 | services sought and all terns and conditions applicable to the
31| contract. The division shall award the contract to the
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provi der whose proposal is determined in witing to be the
nost advant ageous to the state, taking into consideration the
price and the other criteria set forth in the request for
proposals. The division shall contract with a provider on a
4-year basis and is authorized to pronmulgate by rule a per

enpl oyee fee to cover the contracted price for the program
admi ni stered by the provider. 1In making its selection, the

di vi sion shall consider factors including, but not limted to,
t he experience and history of the provider in representing the
food service industry, the provider's denpnstrated conmitnent
to food safety, and its ability to provide a statew de program
Wi th industry support and participation.

(3) Any food safety training program established and
admi ni stered to food handl er enployees utilized at a public
food service establishnment prior to July 1, 2000, may the
effeetivedate—of—this—aet—shal be subnmitted by the operator
or the provider to the division for its review and approval.

If the food safety training programis found to be in

substantial conpliance with the division's required criteria

and is approved by the division, nothing in this section shal
precl ude any ot her operator of a food service establishnment
fromalso utilizing the approved programor require the

enpl oyees of any operator to receive training fromor pay a
fee to the division's contracted provider. Review and

approval by the division of a programor prograns under this
section shall include, but need not be limted to, the m ni mum

food safety standards adopted by the division in accordance
with this section.
(4) Approval of a programis subject to the provider's

continued conpliance with the division's mni nrum program

standards. The division nay conduct random audits of approved
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1| prograns to determ ne conpliance and may audit any programif
2| it has reason to believe a programis not in conpliance with
3| this section. The division may revoke a program s approval if
41it finds a programto be in nonconpliance with this section or
5| the rules adopted under this section
6 (5) It shall be the duty of the |icensee of the public
7 | food service establishnment to provide training in accordance
8| with the described rule to all enployees under the |licensee's
9 | supervision or control. The licensee may designate a

10 | certified food service manager to performthis function as an
11 | agent of the licensee. Foed—service—enptoyees—trust—receive
12 e . " . I ’ .
13 | Food service enpl oyees hiretd—after—Novernber—1—20600,nust
14 | receive certification within 60 days after enploynent.
15| Certification pursuant to this section shall remain valid for
16 | 3 years.
17 (6) The division may adopt rules pursuant to ss.
18 | 120.536(1) and 120.54 necessary to admi nister this section
19| The rules may require:
20 (a) The use of application forns, which may require,
21| but need not be linted to, the identification of training
22 | conponents of the program and an applicant affidavit attesting
23| to the accuracy of the information provided in the
24 | applicati on;
25 (b) Providers to maintain information concerning
26 | establi shnments where they provide training pursuant to this
27 | section;
28 (c) Specific food-safety-rel ated-subject-matter
29 | training program conponents;
30
31
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(d) The licensee to be responsible for providi ng proof

of enpl oyee training, and the division nmay request production

of such proof upon inspection of the establishnent.
Section 2. Subsection (6) of section 561.32, Florida
Statutes, is repeal ed

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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