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Florida Senate - 2001 CS for SB 1512

By the Cormittee on Natural Resources and Senat or Bronson

312-1929-01
Abill to be entitled

An act relating to water supply policy;
creating s. 373.621, F.S.; recogni zing the
signi fi cance of water conservation; requiring
consi deration of the inplenentation of water
conservation practices in water-use pernitting;
creating s. 570.081, F.S.; providing for the
Departnent of Agriculture and Consuner Services
to establish an agricultural water conservation
program specifying the el enents of the
progranm requiring certain water nanagenent
districts to devel op and finance public-private
alternative water supply-projects; anending s.
373.1961, F.S.; requiring the Public Service
Conmi ssion to allow certain alternative
wat er-supply facilities to recover the costs
incurred for alternative water supplies through
their rate structures; providing an effective
dat e.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Section 373.621, Florida Statutes, is

created to read
373.621 Water conservation.--The Legislature

recogni zes the significant value of water conservation in the

protection and efficient use of water resources. Accordingly,

addi ti onal consideration in the adnm nistrati on of ss. 373.223,
373. 233, and 373.236 shall be given to applicants who
i npl erent water conservation practices pursuant to s. 570.081
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1| or other applicable water conservati on neasures as detern ned
2| by the departnent or a water nmanagenent district.

3 Section 2. Section 570.081, Florida Statutes, is

4| created to read

5 570.081 Departnment of Agriculture and Consumner

6 | Services; agricultural water conservation.--The departnent

7| shall establish an agricultural water conservation program

8 | that includes the foll ow ng:

9 (1) A cost share program coordi nated where

10 | appropriate with the United States Departnent of Agriculture
11| and other federal, state, regional, and | ocal agencies, for
12 ) irrigation systemretrofit and application of nobile

13 ] irrigation |laboratory evaluations for water conservation as
14 | provided in this section and where applicable for

15| water-quality inprovenent pursuant to s. 403.067(7)(d).

16 (2) The devel opnent and inpl enmentation of voluntary
17 | interi mneasures or best-nmanagenent practices, adopted by

18 | rule, which provide for increased efficiencies in the

19 | utilization and managenent of water for agricultura
20 | production. In the process of devel opi ng and adopting rul es
21| for interimneasures or best-nmanagenent practices, the
22 | departnent shall consult with the Departnment of Environnental
23| Protection and the water managenent districts. Such rules nay
24 | al so include a systemto ensure the i nplenentation of the
25 | practices, including recordkeeping requirenents. As new
26 | information regarding efficient agricultural water use and
27 | managenent becones avail able, the departnment shall reeval uate,
28 | and revise as needed, the interi mnmeasures or bhest-nmanagenent
29 | practices. The interi mneasures or best-nmanagenent practices
30| may include irrigation retrofit, inplenentation of nobile
3l]|irrigation |aboratory eval uati ons and recommendati ons, water
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1| resource augnentation, and integrated water nmanagement systens
2 | for drought managenent and fl ood control, and should, to the
3 | maxi mum extent practicable, be designed to qualify for

4 | regulatory incentives and other incentives as determned by

5| the applicabl e agency having statutory authority.

6 (3) Provision of assistance to the water nanagenent

7| districts in the devel opnent and i nplenentation, in so far as
8| is practicable, of a consistent nethodol ogy for the efficient
9] allocation of water for agricultural irrigation.

10 Section 3. The South Florida, St. Johns R ver, and

11 | Sout hwest Fl orida Water Managenent Districts shall each

12 | devel op and participate in financing at | east one

13 | public-private alternative water-supply project that expands
14 ) the current availability of alternative water supplies.

15| Funding for the selected project shall comence in fiscal year
16 | 2001-2002. The sel ected project shall neet the criteria in

17 | section 373.0831(4)(a), Florida Statutes. Projects that bring
18 | about replacenent of existing sources in order to help

19 | inplement a mninumflow or level shall be given first
20 | consideration for funding.
21 Section 4. Paragraph (k) is added to subsection (2) of
22 | section 373.1961, Florida Statutes, to read:
23 373.1961 Water production.--
24 (2) The Legislature finds that, due to a conbination
25| of factors, vastly increased denmands have been pl aced on
26 | natural supplies of fresh water, and that, absent increased
27 | devel opnent of alternative water supplies, such demands nay
28 | increase in the future. The Legislature also finds that
29 | potential exists in the state for the production of
30| significant quantities of alternative water supplies,
31| including reclained water, and that water production includes
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t he devel opnent of alternative water supplies, including
reclained water, for appropriate uses. It is the intent of
the Legislature that utilities devel op reclai ned water
systens, where reclained water is the nost appropriate
alternative water supply option, to deliver reclained water to
as many users as possible through the nost cost-effective
neans, and to construct reclainmed water systeminfrastructure
to their owned or operated properties and facilities where
they have reclamation capability. It is also the intent of the
Legi sl ature that the water nmanagenent districts which | evy ad
val orem taxes for water nmanagenent purposes should share a
percent age of those tax revenues with water providers and
users, including |ocal governnents, water, wastewater, and
reuse utilities, municipal, industrial, and agricultural water
users, and other public and private water users, to be used to
suppl enent ot her funding sources in the devel opnent of
alternative water supplies. The Legislature finds that public
noneys or services provided to private entities for such uses
constitute public purposes which are in the public interest.
In order to further the devel opnent and use of alternative
wat er supply systens, including reclained water systens, the
Legi sl ature provides the follow ng:

(k) Pursuant to chapter 367, the Florida Public
Service Conmi ssion shall allow entities under its jurisdiction

whi ch construct alternative water-supply facilities, including

but not linited to aquifer storage and recovery wells, to

recover the full, prudently incurred cost of such facilities

through their rate structures. Every conponent of an

alternative water-supply facility constructed by an

i nvestor-owned utility shall be recovered in current rates.
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Section 5. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate Bill 1512

The committee substitute rewites the bill to provide. that
addi tional consideration be given to certain consunptive use
permt applicants who inplenent certain water conservation
ractices. Requires the partnment of Agriculture and Consuner
ervices to devel op a cost share progr an1for irrigation system
retrofit and application of nobile |r i gation | aboratory
eval uations for water conservation. Reqlires the Departhent of
Agriculture and.  Consuner Services to devel op and i npl enent
voluntary interimneasures or best managenent practices for
increased efficiencies in the utilization and nanagenent of
water for agricultural production. Requires the South Florida
Wat er Managenent District, the St. Johns River ter
Management District, and the Southmest Fl ori da Wat er
Managenent District_ to develop and participate in financing at
| east one publlc-Brlvate al ternative water suP ply prOJect in
fiscal year 2001-2002. Allows certain water lities
recover certain alternative water supply costs through thelr
rate structures.
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