Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HB 1539

By the Committee on Econonic Devel opnent & | nternational
Trade” and Representatives Prieguez, WIson, Madows, Kil nmer

Eg%ggﬁourt, hon, Pickens, Carassas, Atwater, Harper and
1 Abill to be entitled
2 An act relating to econonic devel opnent;
3 anmending s. 212.13, F.S.; requiring freight
4 forwarders to provi de war ehouse receipts or
5 copies of airway bills or bills of lading for
6 certain purposes; providing receipt
7 requirenments; requiring freight forwarders to
8 maintain certain records for a tine certain;
9 providing for effect of such docunentation
10 providing a nmi sdeneanor penalty for failing to
11 provi de such docunentation or maintain certain
12 records; anending s. 288.012, F.S.; revising
13 reporting requirenents for State of Florida
14 foreign offices under contract with Enterprise
15 Florida, Inc.; anmending s. 288.095, F.S.
16 revising a linmt on refunds that nay be nmade in
17 a fiscal year; anending s. 288.90151, F.S.
18 revising provisions relating to a report on
19 custoner satisfaction surveys; revising
20 provisions relating to the devel opnent of a
21 net hodol ogy for establishing and reporting on
22 returns on investnents; anending s. 288. 905,
23 F.S.; revising the due date for the subm ssion
24 of a strategic plan for econom c devel opnent;
25 anending s. 288.906, F.S.; requiring entities
26 with authority to audit Enterprise Florida,
27 Inc., to coordinate audits with the Auditor
28 Ceneral ; providing effective dates.
29
30| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
31
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Section 1. Effective January 1, 2002, subsection (1)
of section 212.13, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

212.13 Records required to be kept; power to inspect;
audit procedure. --

(1) (a) For the purpose of enforcing the collection of
the tax levied by this chapter, the departnent is hereby
specifically authorized and enpowered to exam ne at al
reasonabl e hours the books, records, and ot her docunents of
all transportation conpani es, agencies, or firns that conduct
their business by truck, rail, water, aircraft, or otherw se,
in order to deternine what dealers, or other persons charged
with the duty to report or pay a tax under this chapter, are
importing or are otherwi se shipping in articles or tangible
personal property which are liable for said tax. 1In the event
said transportation conpany, agency, or firmrefuses to permt
such exam nation of its books, records, or other docunents by
the departnent as aforesaid, it is guilty of a m sdeneanor of
the first degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s.
775.083. |f, however, any subsequent offense involves
i ntentional destruction of such records with an intent to
evade paynent of or deprive the state of any tax revenues,
such subsequent offense shall be a felony of the third degree,
puni shabl e as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083. The
departnent shall have the right to proceed in any chancery
court to seek a mandatory injunction or other appropriate
renedy to enforce its right against the of fender, as granted
by this section, to require an exam nation of the books and
records of such transportation conpany or carrier

(b) Each freight forwarder operating in this state

shal | provide a warehouse recei pt for any tangi bl e persona

property received fromany person for the purpose of
2
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transporting such property outside this state by air or water.

The war ehouse recei pt shall be provided to the person who

engages the freight forwarder to arrange such transportation

at the tine the tangi ble personal property is delivered to the

freight forwarder. The warehouse recei pt shall contain the

nane, address, and tel ephone nunber of the freight forwarder,

a preprinted warehouse recei pt nunber, the date the property

was delivered to the freight forwarder, and a brief

description of the tangi ble personal property. Wthin 2 weeks

after the date the freight forwarder receives the airway bil

or bill of lading fromthe transportati on conpany with whom

the freight forwarder has contracted to transport the tangible

personal property, the freight forwarder shall mail or deliver

the airway bill or bill of lading to the person for whomthe

freight forwarder arranged transportation of the tangible

personal property. The warehouse receipt and airway bill or

bill of lading shall constitute evidence that the tangible

personal property was sold in a sale for export under s.

212.06(5)(a). A freight forwarder shall maintain a copy of

each such warehouse receipt, airway bill, and bill of |ading

inits own records for a period of 3 years. Any freight

forwarder who fails to provide the docunentation required by

this paragraph to a person who arranges air or water

transportati on of tangi bl e personal property through the

freight forwarder or who fails to nmaintain such required

docunentation in its records as provided in this paragraph

commts a nmisdenmeanor of the second degree, punishable as
provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083.

Section 2. Subsections (4), (5), and (6) of section
288.012, Florida Statutes, are renunbered as subsections (5),

3
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1| (6), and (7), respectively, and new subsection (4) is added to
2| said section to read

3 288.012 State of Florida foreign offices.--The

4| Legislature finds that the expansion of international trade

5] and tourismis vital to the overall health and growth of the
6 | econony of this state. This expansion is hanpered by the | ack
7 | of technical and business assistance, financial assistance,

8| and information services for businesses in this state. The

9| Legislature finds that these businesses could be assisted by
10 | providing these services at State of Florida foreign offices.
11| The Legislature further finds that the accessibility and

12 | provision of services at these offices can be enhanced through
13 | cooperative agreenents or strategic alliances between state
14 | entities, local entities, foreign entities, and private

15 | busi nesses.

16 (4) By Decenber 1 of each year, as part of the annua
17 | report with Enterprise Florida, Inc., each foreign office

18 | under contract with Enterprise Florida, Inc., shall subnit to
19| the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econoni ¢ Devel opnent a

20| conplete and detailed report of its activities and

21 | acconplishnents during the preceding fiscal year. In a fornmat
22 | provided by Enterprise Florida, Inc., the report shall set

23| forth the follow ng i nformation

24 (a) The nunber of Florida conpani es assi st ed.

25 (b) The nunber of inquiries received about investnent
26 | opportunities in this state.

27 (c) The nunber of trade | eads generated.

28 (d) The nunber of investnent projects announced.

29 (e) The estimated United States dollar val ue of sales
30 | confirmations.

31 (f) The nunber of representation agreenents.

4
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HB 1539
170-874-01

1 (g) The nunber of conpany consultations.

2 (h) Barriers or other issues affecting the effective
3| operation of the office.

4 (i) Changes in office operations which are planned for
5| the current fiscal year

6 (j) Marketing activities conducted

7 (k) Strategic alliances formed with organi zations in
8| the country in which the office is |ocated.

9 (1) Activities conducted with other Florida foreign
10 | of fices.

11 (m Any other information that the office believes

12 | would contribute to an understanding of its activities.

13 Section 3. Paragraph (a) of subsection (3) of section
14 | 288.095, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

15 288. 095 Econonic Devel opnent Trust Fund. --

16 (3)(a) The Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econom c

17 | Devel opnent nmay approve applications for certification

18 | pursuant to ss. 288.1045(3) and 288.106. However, the total
19 | state share of tax refund paynents scheduled in all active
20 | certifications for fiscal year 2000-2001 shall not exceed $24
21 | mllion. The state share of tax refund paynents schedul ed in
22| all active certifications for fiscal year 2001-2002 ant—eatch
23 | subseguent—year shall not exceed $30 million and for fisca
24 | year 2002-2003 and each subsequent fiscal year shall not

25 | exceed $35 nmillion

26 Section 4. Subsection (8) of section 288.90151

27| Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

28 288.90151 Return on investnent fromactivities of

29 | Enterprise Florida, Inc.--

30 (8) Enterprise Florida, Inc., in consultation with the
31| Ofice of Program Policy Anal ysis and Gover nnent
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Accountability, shall hire an econom c anal ysis a—private
accounting firmto devel op the nethodol ogy for establishing
and reporting return-on-investnent ant—in—kind—econtributions
as described in this section and a survey firmto devel op

anal yze, and report on the results of the
custoner-satisfaction survey. The Ofice of Program Policy
Anal ysi s and Governnent Accountability shall review and offer
f eedback on the nethodol ogy before it is inplenented. The

firns used to satisfy such requirenents private—accounting
f++m shall certify whether the applicable statenents in the

annual report conply with this subsection

Section 5. Subsection (2) of section 288.905, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

288.905 Duties of the board of directors of Enterprise
Fl orida, Inc.--

(2) The board of directors shall, in conjunction with
the O fice of Tourism Trade, and Econonic Devel oprment, the
O fice of Uban Opportunities, and | ocal and regi onal economc
devel opnent partners, develop a strategic plan for econonic
devel opnent for the State of Florida. Such plan shall be
submtted to the Governor, the President of the Senate, the
Speaker of the House of Representatives, the Senate Mnority
Leader, and the House Mnority Leader and shall be updated or
nodi fi ed before January 31 * of each year. The plan nust be
approved by the board of directors prior to subnmission to the
CGovernor and Legi sl ature.

Section 6. Paragraph (c) is added to subsection (2) of
section 288.906, Florida Statutes, to read:

288.906 Annual report of Enterprise Florida, I|nc.
audits; confidentiality.--

(2)

6
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1 (c) During each fiscal year, state entities with
2| authority to audit Enterprise Florida, Inc., shall coordinate
3| with the Auditor General so that a single state audit of the
4| activities of Enterprise Florida, Inc., for the prior year is
5| conducted. Any additional audit nust be specifically
6 | authorized by the Joint Legislative Auditing Conmittee.
7 Section 7. Except as otherw se provided herein, this
8 | act shall take effect upon becomng a | aw
9
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11 HOUSE SUMVARY
12 . . o .
Revi ses econoni c devel opnent provisions relating to
13 freight forwarders' required warehouse i nformtion and
records mai ntenance, reporting requirenents for State of
14 Florida foreign offices under contract with Enterprise
Florida, Inc., Iimts on refunds that may be nmade in a
15 fiscal year, reports on custoner satisfaction surveys
16 deveI?pnent of a nethodol ogy for establishing and
reporti

rting on returns on_ investnents, the due“date for the
subm ssion of a strategic plan for_ econom ¢ devel opnent,
and entities with authority to audit Enterprise F|lorida,
Inc., coordinating audits With the Auditor Ceneral. See
bill for details.
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