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By the Conmittee on Education Appropriations and
Representatives Lynn, Lacasa, Flanagan, Jordan and Arza

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to school district performance;

3 providing a short title; amending s. 229.57,

4 F.S.; requiring the designation and publication

5 of district performance grades; anendi ng s.

6 236.02, F.S.; revising mninmmrequirenents of

7 the Florida Education Finance Programto

8 i ncl ude nini num cl assroom expendi t ure

9 requi rements and associ ated reporting; creating
10 s. 236.08102, F.S.; authorizing the Legislature
11 to require a school district that fails to neet

12 m ni nrum acadeni ¢ performance standards to neet

13 di strict mnimm cl assroom expenditure

14 requi renments; providing for nonitoring;

15 requiring reports; anending s. 237.041, F.S.

16 requiring a district's annual budget to include
17 provision for required mni mum cl assroom

18 expendi ture requirenents; anmending s. 237.081

19 F.S.; requiring the advertisenent of the
20 tentative school district budget to include
21 notice of mninmum cl assroom expenditure
22 requi renments; providing an effective date.
23
24| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
25
26 Section 1. Short title.--This act shall be known and
27 | may be cited as the "Dollars to the O assroom Act of 2001."
28 Section 2. Subsection (16) is added to section 229.57
29| Florida Statutes, to read
30 229.57 Student assessnent program --
31
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(16) DI STRI CT PERFORMANCE GRADE. - - Begi nning with the
2000- 2001 school year's student and school perfornmance data,

the annual report required by subsection (6) shall include

di strict performance grades, which shall consist of weighted

di strict average grades, by level, for all elenentary school s,

m ddl e school s, and high schools in the district. Adistrict's

wei ght ed average grade shall be cal cul ated by wei ghting

i ndi vi dual school grades determ ned pursuant to subsection (7)

by school enroll nent.
Section 3. Subsection (8) is added to section 236. 02,
Fl orida Statutes, to read

236.02 Mninmumrequirenents of the Florida Education
Fi nance Program --Each district which participates in the
state appropriations for the Florida Education Finance Program
shal | provide evidence of its effort to maintain an adequate
school programthroughout the district and shall neet at | east
the follow ng requirenents:

(8 M N MUM CLASSROOM EXPENDI TURE
REQUI REMENTS. - - Conply with the m ni mum cl assroom expendi ture

requi rements and associ ated reporting pursuant to s.
236. 08102.

Section 4. Section 236.08102, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

236.08102 School district mnimum cl assroom

expendi ture requirenents. --
(1) Beginning in fiscal year 2001-2002, the
Legislature may require any school district that fails to neet

m ni nrum acadeni ¢ perfornmance standards to i ncrease enphasis on

cl assroominstruction activities from operating funds,

including, but not linmted to, those provided for the

operation of schools pursuant to s. 236.081
2

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HB 1545
609- 170- 01

1 (2) For the purpose of inplenenting the provisions of

2| this section, the Legislature shall prescribe nininumacadenic
3 | performance standards and nini nrum cl assroom expendi ture

4 | requirenents for districts not neeting such nini num acadenic
5| performance standards in the General Appropriations Act.

6 (a) M ninmum academ ¢ performance standards nmay be

7 | based on, but are not linmted to, district performance grades
8 | determ ned pursuant to s. 229.57(16).

9 (b) School district mininmumclassroom expenditure

10 | requirenents shall be cal cul ated pursuant to subsection (3).
11 (3)(a) Annually the Departnent of Education shal

12 | calcul ate for each school district:

13 1. Total K-12 operating expenditures, which are

14 | defined as the anobunt of total general fund expenditures for
15| K-12 prograns as reported in accordance with the accounts and
16 | codes prescribed in the nost recent issuance of the Departnent
17 | of Education publication entitled "Financial and Program Cost
18 | Accounting and Reporting for Florida School s" and as incl uded
19 ] in the annual financial report subnitted to the Conmi ssioner
20 | of Education, less the pupil transportation revenue all ocation
21| fromthe state appropriation for that purpose, anounts
22| transferred to other funds, and increases to the anount of the
23 | general fund unreserved endi ng fund bal ance when the total
24 | unreserved ending fund balance is in excess of 5 percent of
25| the total general fund revenues.
26 2. Expenditures for classroominstruction, which shal
27 | be the sumof the general fund expenditures for K-12
28 | instruction and instructional staff training for basic skills.
29 (b) The departnent shall annually calcul ate for each
30| district, and for the entire state, the percentage of
31
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cl assroom expenditures to total operating expenditures as

cal cul at ed pursuant to subparagraphs (a)l. and 2.

(4) In order for the Departnment of Education to

nonitor the inplenentation of this section, each schoo

district which is required to increase enphasis on cl assroom

activities fromoperating funds pursuant to subsection (1)

shall submit to the departnent the following two reports in a

format deternined by the departnent:
(a) An initial report, which shall include the
proposed budget actions identified for increased classroom

expendi tures, a description of how such actions are desi gned

to i nprove student achi evenent, and a copy of the published

statenent required by s. 237.081(3). This report shall be

submtted within 30 days after final budget approval as
provided in s. 200. 065.
(b) A final report, prepared at the end of each fisca

year, which shall include, but is not linted to, information

that clearly indicates the degree of each district's

conpl i ance or nonconpliance with the requirenents of this

section. |If not fully conpliant, the district shall include a

st at enent whi ch has been adopted at a public hearing and

signed by the district superintendent of schools and district

school board nenbers, which explains why the requirenents of

this section have not been net.

The departnent shall provide annual sunmaries of these two

reports to the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the

Speaker of the House of Representatives.
Section 5. Section 237.041, Florida Statutes, is
anended to read:
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237.041 Form of annual budget required.--An annua
budget is required to be prepared and adopted by the schoo
board of each district and submitted to the Departnent of
Education for exanination each year on or before the date
provided in regul ations of the state board. Such annual budget
shal | be prepared in accordance with regul ations prescribed by
the state board and the provisions of s. 200.065. The annua
budget subnitted by each school board shall be consistent
with, and contribute to, the inplenentation of a planned
| ong-range school programfor the district and required

m ni nrum cl assroom expenditure requirenents pursuant to s.
236. 08102 and the General Appropriations Act.

Section 6. Subsections (3) and (4) of section 237.081,
Florida Statutes, are renunbered as subsections (4) and (5),

respectively, and a new subsection (3) is added to said
section, to read

237.081 Public hearings; budgets to be subnitted to
Depart nent of Education.--

(3) The advertisenent of a district that has been

required by the Legislature to increase classroom expenditures

pursuant to s. 236.08102 nust include the follow ng statenent:

Thi s proposed budget reflects an increase in classroom

expenditures as a percent of total current operating

expendi tures of XX percent over the (previous fiscal year)

fiscal year. This increase in classroomexpenditures is

required by the Legislature because the district has perforned

bel ow t he requi red perfornmance standard on XX of XX student

perfornance standards for the (previous school year) schoo

year. In order to achieve the legislatively required |evel of

cl assroom expenditures as a percentage of total operating
5
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1| expenditures, the proposed budget includes an increase in

2 | overall classroom expenditures of $XX, XXX, XXX above the anpunt

3| spent for this sane purpose during the (previous fiscal year)

4| fiscal year. In order to achieve inproved student academ c

5| performance, this proposed increase is being budgeted for the

6| following activities: (list activities and anount budgeted)".

7 Section 7. This act shall take effect upon becoming a

8| | aw.

9
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12 Creates the "Dollars to the O assroom Act of 2001.,"
Requi res the designation and publication of district

13 Eerfprnance gradeS. Revises mninumrequirenents of the
| orida Education Finance Programto include m ninmum

14 cl assroom expendi ture requireients and associ at ed
reporting. Authorizes the Legislature to require a schoo

15 district that fails to neet m ni num acadeni c perfornmance
standards to neet district_ mninmum classroom expenditure

16 requirenents. Requires nonitoring and reports. Requires a
di strict's annual budget to include provision for

17 requi red m ni mum cl asSroom expendi ture requirenents.
Requires the advertisenent of the tentative school

18 di strict budget to include notice of mninmumclassroom

19 expendi ture requirenents.

20
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