Florida Senate - 2001 SB 1576
By Senator Carlton

24-581A-01

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to ad val oremtax

3 adm ni stration; amending s. 195.096, F.S.

4 requiring the Departnent of Revenue to docunent
5 and retain records used in the revi ew of

6 assessnent rolls; amending s. 195.096, F.S.

7 effective for the 2003 tax rolls and subsequent
8 tax rolls; requiring the Departnent of Revenue
9 to study assessnent groups or market areas to
10 assure the representativeness of ratio-study
11 sanpl es; amending s. 195.097, F.S.; requiring
12 t he Departnent of Revenue to report |evels of
13 assessnent as an index; anending s. 197.502,

14 F.S.; authorizing the tax collector to contract
15 with a title abstract conpany to provide

16 i nformati on concerning property described in a
17 tax certificate; authorizing the tax collector
18 to pay a reasonable fee for this information
19 providing that the anount of any fee paid for
20 this informati on nust be added to the opening
21 bid for a tax deed for the property; anendi ng
22 s. 236.081, F.S.; requiring the Departnment of
23 Revenue to report levels of assessnent based on
24 a 4-year average; providing an effective date.
25
26 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
27
28 Section 1. Paragraph (c) of subsection (2) of section
29| 195.096, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
30 195. 096 Review of assessnent rolls.--
31
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(2) The departnent shall conduct, no | ess frequently
than once every 2 years, an in-depth review of the assessnent
rolls of each county. The departnment need not individually
study every use-class of property set forth in s. 195.073, but
shall at a mninmmstudy the | evel of assessnent in relation
to just value of each classification specified in subsection
(3). Such in-depth review may include proceedi ngs of the val ue
adj ustment board and the audit or review of procedures used by
the counties to apprai se property.

(c) In conducting assessnent ratio studies, the
departnment nust use a representative or statistically reliable
sanpl e of properties in tests of each classification, stratum
or roll made the subject of a ratio study published by it. The
departnment shall docunent and retain records of the neasures

of representativeness of the properties studied in conpliance

with this section. Such docunentation nust include a record of

findings used as the basis for the approval or di sapproval of

the tax roll in each county pursuant to s. 193.1142. For

purposes of this section, the departnent shall rely primrily
on an assessnent-to-sales-ratio study in conducting assessnent
ratio studies in those classifications of property specified
in subsection (3) for which there are adequate market sal es.
The departnent shall conpute the nedian and the val ue-wei ght ed
nmean for each classification or subclassification studied and
for the roll as a whole.

Section 2. Effective January 1, 2003, paragraph (c) of
subsection (2) of section 195.096, Florida Statutes, as
anended by section 1 of this act, is anmended to read:

195. 096 Review of assessnent rolls.--

(2) The departnent shall conduct, no | ess frequently
than once every 2 years, an in-depth review of the assessnent
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rolls of each county. The departnment need not individually
study every use-class of property set forth in s. 195.073, but
shall at a mininmmstudy the | evel of assessnent in relation
to just value of each classification specified in subsection
(3). Such in-depth review may include proceedi ngs of the val ue
adj ustment board and the audit or review of procedures used by
the counties to apprai se property.

(c) In conducting assessnent ratio studies, the
departnment nust use a representative or statistically reliable
sanpl e of properties in tests of each classification, stratum
or roll made the subject of a ratio study published by it. The
departnent shall docunent and retain records of the neasures
of representativeness of the properties studied in conpliance
with this section. Such docurmentation nust include a record of
findings used as the basis for the approval or disapproval of
the tax roll in each county pursuant to s. 193.1142. In
addition, to the greatest extent practicable, the departnent

shal | study assessnent roll strata by val ue groups or narket

areas for each classification, subclassification, or stratum

to be studied, to assure the representativeness of ratio study

sanpl es. For purposes of this section, the departnent shal
rely primarily on an assessnent-to-sales-ratio study in
conducting assessnent ratio studies in those classifications
of property specified in subsection (3) for which there are
adequat e market sales. The departnent shall conpute the
nedi an and the val ue-wei ghted nean for each classification or
subcl assification studied and for the roll as a whole.

Section 3. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section
195.097, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

195. 097 Postaudit notification of defects; supervision
by the departnent. --
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(1)

(b) Notwi thstandi ng other provisions of this section
the executive director is not required to notice as a defect a
cl ass or stratum of property which, based upon the eval uation
of any review, study, or finding of the departnent, indicates
an assessnent | evel of nore than 100 percent of just value in
any class or stratumof property on the prior year's tax roll
In reporting levels of assessnent to the Commi ssi oner of

Education pursuant to s. 236.081(4), the levels of assessnent

for all counties and for the state as a whole nust be reported

as an index calculated in such manner that the highest val ue

in the index is equal to 100.

Section 4. Subsection (5) of section 197.502, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

197.502 Application for obtaining tax deed by hol der
of tax sale certificate; fees.--

(5)(a) The tax collector may contract with a title

conpany or an abstract conpany at a reasonable fee to provide

the mnimuminformation required in subsection (4), consistent

with rul es adopted by the departnent. |If additional

information is required, the tax collector nust nake a witten

request to the title or abstract conpany stating the

additional requirenents. The tax collector nay sel ect any

title or abstract conpany, regardless of its |ocation, as |ong

as the fee is reasonable, the mnimuminfornmation is

submitted, and the title or abstract conpany is authorized to

do business in this state. The tax collector nay adverti se and

accept bids for the title or abstract conpany if he or she

considers it appropriate to do so.

1. The ownership and encunbrance report nust be

printed or typed on stationery or other paper showing a
4
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1| letterhead of the person, firm or conpany that makes the

2 | search, and the signature of the person who nakes the search
3| or of an officer of the firmnmust be attached. The tax

4] collector is not liable for paynent to the firmunless these
5| requirenents are net.

6 2. The tax collector may not accept or pay for any

7| title search or abstract if no financial responsibility is

8 | assuned for the search. However, reasonable restrictions as to
9|the liability or responsibility of the title or abstract

10 | conpany are acceptabl e.

11 3. In order to establish uniformprices for ownership
12 | and encunbrance reports within the county, the tax collector
13 | shall ensure that the contract for ownershi p and encunbrance
14 | reports include all requests for title searches or abstracts
15| for a given period of tine.

16 (b) Any fee paid for any title search or abstract nust
17 | be collected at the tinme of application under section (1), and
18 | the anmount of the fee nust be added to the opening bid.

19 (c) The clerk shall advertise and admi nister the sale
20 | and receive such fees for the issuance of the deed and sal e of
21| the property as are provided in s. 28.24.

22 Section 5. Paragraph (c) of subsection (4) of section
23| 236.081, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

24 236.081 Funds for operation of schools.--If the annua
25| allocation fromthe Florida Education Finance Programto each
26 | district for operation of schools is not determined in the

27 | annual appropriations act or the substantive bill inplenenting
28 | the annual appropriations act, it shall be deterni ned as

29 | fol | ows:

30 (4) COVWPUTATI ON OF DI STRI CT REQUI RED LOCAL

31 | EFFORT. --The Legislature shall prescribe the aggregate
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1| required local effort for all school districts collectively as
2l an itemin the General Appropriations Act for each fisca

3| year. The anmpunt that each district shall provide annually

4] toward the cost of the Florida Education Finance Program for

5| ki ndergarten through grade 12 prograns shall be cal cul ated as
6| fol l ows:

7 (c) Equalization of required local effort.--

8 1. The Departnent of Revenue shall include with its

9| certifications provided pursuant to paragraph (a) a | evel of
10 | assessnent cal cul ated for each county by averaging its nost

11 | recent determ nation of the assessnent |evel of the prior

12 | year's assessnent roll and each of the three preceding

13 | assessnent rolls for each county. Based on these cal cul at ed
14 | 4-year average | evels of assessnent and the estinates of

15| taxabl e value certified pursuant to paragraph (a) for each

16 | county, the Departnent of Revenue shall also certify an

17 | assessnent level and for the state as a whol e.

18 2. The conmi ssioner shall adjust the required | oca

19 | effort mllage of each district for the current year, conputed
20 | pursuant to paragraph (a), as follows:

21 a. The equalization factor for the prior year's

22 | assessnent roll of each district shall be nmultiplied by 95

23 | percent of the taxable value for school purposes shown on that
24 | roll and by the prior year's required local-effort mllage,

25 | exclusive of any equalization adjustment nade pursuant to this
26 | paragraph. The dollar anobunt so conputed shall be the

27 | additional required local effort for equalization for the

28 | current year.

29 b. Such equalization factor shall be conputed as the
30 | quotient of the prter—year—s assessnent |evel of the state as
31| a whol e as cal cul at ed under subparagraph 1.divided by the
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1| 4-year average |evel of assessnent of the county cal cul ated

2 | under subparagraph 1. pr+er—year-—s—assesstent—tevel—oef—the

3 | eeunty, from which quotient shall be subtracted 1

4 c. The dollar anobunt of additional required | oca

5] effort for equalization for each district shall be converted
6|to amnmllage rate, based on 95 percent of the current year's
7 | taxabl e value for that district, and added to the required

8| local effort nillage determ ned pursuant to paragraph (a).

9 3. Notwithstanding the |linitations inposed pursuant to
10| s. 236.25(1), the total required local-effort nillage,

11| including additional required local effort for equalization
12 | shall be an anmpunt not to exceed 10 minus the nmaxi numnill age
13 | al l owed as nonvoted discretionary nillage, exclusive of

14 | millage authorized pursuant to s. 236.25(2). Nothing herein
15| shall be construed to allow a millage in excess of that

16 | authorized ins. 9, Art. VIl of the State Constitution.

17 4. For the purposes of this chapter, the term

18 | "assessnent | evel" neans the val ue-wei ghted nean assessnent
19| ratio for the county or state as a whole, as deternined
20 | pursuant to s. 195.096, or as subsequently adjusted. In the
21| event a court has adjudicated that the departnent failed to
22 | establish an accurate estimte of an assessnent |level of a
23 | county and reconputation resulting in an accurate estinate
24 | based upon the evidence before the court was not possible,
25| that county shall be presuned to have an assessnent |evel
26 | equal to that of the state as a whole.
27 5. If, in the prior year, taxes were | evied against an
28 | interimassessnent roll pursuant to s. 193.1145, the
29 | assessnent |evel and prior year's nonexenpt assessed val uation
30 | used for the purposes of this paragraph shall be those of the
31| interimassessnent roll
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Section 6. Except as otherw se expressly provided in

this act, this act shall take effect July 1, 2001.

records used in

Requires the Dep?
t he 2003 tax rol
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SENATE SUMVARY

rtment of Revenue to docunent and retain
he revi ew of assessnent. Effective for
s and subsequent tax rolls, requires the

departnment to study assessnment groups or nmarket areas to
assure the representativeness of ratio-study sanpl es.
Requires the departnent to report |evels of assessnent as
an i ndex. Authorizes the tax collector to contract wth a
title abstract conpany to provide information concerning

P

ax col

ropertY described in"a tax certificate. Authorizes the
e

ctor to pay a reasonable fee for this

information. Provides that the anount of any fee paid for
this informati on nust be added to the opening bid for a
tax deed for the property. Requires the department to
report levels of assessnent based on a 4-year average.
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