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Florida Senate - 2001 SB 1578

By Senator Latvala

19-567-01
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to clains by foreign
governnents; providing |egislative findings and
intent; creating s. 69.20, F.S.; defining the
term"foreign governnent"; creating s. 69.21
F.S.; specifying procedures to be followed by a
foreign governnent in a civil court action to
recover certain costs; creating s. 69.22, F.S.
providing applicability; creating s. 69.23,
F.S.; providing grounds for nonrecognition of a
foreign judgnent; providing severability;
providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. The Legislature has observed a grow ng

nunber of |awsuits being brought in state courts by foreign

governnent s agai nst busi ness defendants seeking to recover the

costs of benefits or services allegedly paid for by the

foreign governnents, directly or indirectly, on behal f of

their citizens. These governnents seek to recover these costs

on an aggregated basis, without even identifying the

i ndividuals to whomthe benefits or services were provided.

The Legislature finds that these |lawsuits pose significant

risks to the substantive legal rights of defendants and absent

third parties and threaten to underm ne fundanental principles

of fairness and equality under |aw. The Legislature intends

that established | egal principles that govern actions for the

rei mbursenent of costs afford no greater rights to

foreign-governnent plaintiffs than are afforded to any other

litigants in the courts of this state under sinilar
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1| situations. To the extent that foreign governnents are

2| pernmitted to naintain such actions, the Legislature affirns
3]lits commtrment to their evenhanded adjudication and to the

4| availability of justice to all litigants on the sane terns,

5] including adherence to fair court procedures uniforny applied
6|to all parties to avoid multiple liability and the waste of

7 | court resources. The Legislature does not intend to create by
8| this act any right to reinbursenment for costs of any kind on

9| the part of any person or entity. Further, the Legislature

10| does not intend to create by this act any new cause of action
11 | not already recogni zed under the laws of this state.

12 Section 2. Section 69.20, Florida Statutes, is created
13| to read:

14 69.20 Definition.--As used in sections 69.20-69. 23,

15| the term "forei gn government" neans the governnent of any

16 | politically sovereign entity other than the United States, the
17 | District of Colunbia, the Commbnwealth of Puerto Rico, the

18 | Northern Mariana Islands, the Virgin |Islands, Guam Anerican
19 | Sanpba, or any other territory or possession of the United

20| States and includes any political subdivision or agency of

21| such entity.

22 Section 3. Section 69.21, Florida Statutes, is created
23| to read:

24 69.21 dains by foreign governnents.--In any civil

25| action in which a forei gn governnent seeks to recover from any
26 | defendant costs related to any benefits or services the

27 | foreign governnent has provided or paid for or is obligated

28 | directly or indirectly to provide or pay for, the foreign

29 | governnent shall proceed by way of subrogation and shall

30 (1) ldentify all individuals whose expenses it has

31| paid and seeks to recover;
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(2) Establish every elenment that each such individua

woul d be required to establish in an action by such individua

to recover nedi cal expenses;

(3) Be subject to the sane defenses that would apply

to such i ndividual; and

(4) Be subject to the sane discovery obligations that

woul d apply in an individual action

Section 4. Section 69.22, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:
69.22 Choice of |law requirenents.--The provisions of

ss. 69.20-69.23 apply to clains subject to this act whether or

not this state's | aw woul d ot herwi se provide the prescri bed

rul es of procedure.

Section 5. Section 69.23, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:
69.23 G ounds for nonrecognition of foreign

judgnent.--A foreign noney judgnent awarded to a foreign

gover nnent based on the paynent for benefits or services or

the val ue thereof is not enforceable by the courts of this

state if the foreign judgnent was rendered in favor of the

foreign governnent in a proceeding that did not satisfy the

requi renments under ss. 69.20-69. 22.

Section 6. If any provision of this act or its

application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the

invalidity does not affect other provisions or applications of

the act which can be given effect without the invalid

provision or application and to this end the provisions of the

act are decl ared severabl e.

Section 7. This act applies to any civil action

pendi ng on or after July 1, 2001
Section 8. This act shall take effect July 1, 2001.
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2 SENATE SUVMMARY
3 Provi des a procedure to be followed by foreign
governnments that bring a civil action”in thiS state to
4 recover costs related to any benefits or services paid
for by the foreign government. Defines the term"foreign
5 governnent," Providées that the procedure aPplles to
Cl ai ns_ subject to the act whether or not state | aw woul d
6 ot herwi se so require. Provides that a foreign noney
judgnent awarded to a foreign governnment is not ]
7 enforceable in this state if the judgnent was rendered in
a Proceedln that did not satisfy thée requirenents of the
8 act. The act applies to civil actions pending on or after
9 the effective date of the act.
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