Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HB 1583
By Representatives Frankel and Smith

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to elections; anending s.

3 98.097, F.S.; requiring that the central voter
4 file adnmi nistered by the Division of Elections
5 of the Departnent of State inmmediately reflect
6 changes to infornmation in the file and that

7 such changes be i medi ately avail abl e st at ew de
8 to users of the file; anending s. 98.255, F. S
9 requiring the division to adopt rules

10 establ i shing standards for voter education and
11 training prograns to be provided by the

12 supervi sor of elections in each county;

13 provi di ng annual appropriations therefor and
14 requiring annual reports thereon; anending s.
15 100. 011, F.S.; placing the opening and cl osing
16 of the polls on Eastern Standard Tine

17 t hroughout the state; extending the tine the
18 polls are open; anmending ss. 101.45, 101. 65,
19 and 101.67, F.S., relating to duties of the

20 el ection board prior to opening the polls in
21 precincts where voting nmachines are used, to
22 instructions to absent electors, and to the

23 deadl ine for receiving absentee ballots,

24 respectively, to conform anending s. 101.111
25 F.S.; authorizing election officials to

26 chal | enge the right of any person to vote;

27 providing for issuance of provisional ballots
28 to chal |l enged voters under certain

29 ci rcunstances; providing requirenents for such
30 ballots; providing for review and canvassi ng of
31 such ballots; anmending ss. 98.481 and 101. 657,
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1 F.S., to conform creating s. 101.005, F.S.

2 providing for a uniformstatew de voting system
3 and ballots; providing rulemaking authority to
4 the departnent to inplenment and adopt standards
5 for the system including ballot requirenents;
6 providi ng an appropriation for the counties to
7 purchase the new system anending s. 101. 015,

8 F.S.; prohibiting the certification for use in
9 this state of certain voting systens; anendi ng
10 ss. 97.021, 101.5603, 101.5606, and 101. 5614,
11 F.S., to conform creating s. 101.6575, F.S.

12 requiring the office of the supervisor of

13 el ections and any branch office to be open on
14 the Saturday prior to any statew de el ection or
15 other election held in conjunction therewth,
16 for the purpose of allowi ng early in-person

17 absentee voting for that election; creating s.
18 101.725, F.S.; providing for a Voter's Bill of
19 Ri ghts; providing responsibilities of

20 supervi sors of elections; anending s. 102.012,
21 F.S.; requiring the division to adopt rules

22 establ i shing standards for poll worker

23 training; anending s. 102.141, F.S.; specifying
24 what constitutes active participation in a

25 canpai gn or candidacy in an el ection being

26 canvassed for purposes of disqualification of a
27 canvassi ng board nenber; anending ss. 233.061
28 and 233.0612, F.S.; nmking voting instruction
29 in the public schools a required rather than an
30 optional elenent of the curriculum creating a
31 task force to study the establishnment of an
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1 i ndependent State Board of Elections; providing

2 for appoi ntnent of nenbers and authorizing

3 rei mbursenent for per diemand travel expenses

4 incurred in official duties; providing for

5 staffing and funding by the Executive Ofice of

6 the Governor; providing for a report and

7 ternmnation of the task force upon subm ssion

8 of the report; providing effective dates.

9

10| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

11

12 Section 1. Section 98.097, Florida Statutes, is

13 | anended to read:

14 98.097 Central voter file; adm nistration by division
15 | public access.--

16 (1) There is hereby established a central voter file,
17 | to be adninistered by the division, which shall be a

18 | statewi de, centrally mmintained database containing the voter
19 | registration information of all counties in this state. The
20| central voter file nust be a real-tinme voter file that

21 | reflects any change to the information in the file imediately
22 | upon recei pt and nmakes such infornmation i nmedi ately avail abl e
23 | statewide to the users of the voter file.

24 (2) Al voter registration records and ot her

25| information in the central voter file, excluding any

26 | information that is confidential or exenpt from public records
27 | requirenents, shall be considered public records for the

28 | pur poses of chapter 119.

29 (3) The central voter file shall be self-sustaining.
30 Section 2. Section 98.255, Florida Statutes, is

31 | anended to read
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98. 255 Voter educational and training prograns and

materials. --

(1) Each supervisor of elections is authorized to
provide voter educational prograns and materials of a
nonparti san nature in his or her county as he or she may deem
appropriate, subject to the requirenents of subsection (2).

Such progranms and naterials shall not include any
guestionnaire or survey relating to candi dates or issues.
(2) The division shall adopt rules containing mninmm

standards for voter education and training prograns to be

provided by the supervisor of elections in each county. The

prograns shall include, but not be limted to, voter

eligibility requirenents; voter registration requirenents,

i ncluding deadlines to register; ballot and other voting

procedures; common voter errors; and absentee ball ot request

and voting requirenents.

(3) Nothing in this section shall preclude the

di vi sion from providing voter education prograns on a

st at ewi de basi s.

(4) There is appropriated annually fromthe Genera

Revenue Fund to the departnent an anount equal to not |ess

than .... per registered voter in the state, to be allocated

to the office of each county supervisor of elections on the

sane basis, for the purpose of providing voter education and

training prograns. Each county supervisor of elections shal

provide to the division an annual report concerning the

prograns provided and utilized under this section and an

assessnent of the success of each program provided.
Section 3. Subsection (1) of section 100.011, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

4
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1 100. 011 Opening and closing of polls, all elections;

2 | expenses. - -

3 (1) The polls shall be open at the voting pl aces

4 | throughout the state at 7 #6066 a.m Eastern Standard Tine, on
5| the day of the election, and shall be kept open throughout the
6| state until 8 766 p.m Eastern Standard Tine, of the sane

7 | day;—and—the—tire—shatt—be+regutated—bythe—customary—tire—+n
8 | stantdard—use—in—the—county——seat—of—thetoecatty. The

9 | inspectors shall nake public proclamation of the opening and
10| closing of the polls. During the election and canvass of the
11| votes, the ballot box shall not be conceal ed.

12 Section 4. Subsection (1) of section 101.45, Florida
13| Statutes, is anended to read:

14 101. 45 Election board opening polls.--

15 (1) The election board of each precinct shall attend
16 | the polling place at | east 1 hour before the opening of the

17 | polls on by—6—a—m——of the day of the el ection and shal

18 | arrange the furniture, stationery, and voting machines. The
19 | keys to the machines shall be delivered to the election

20| officers at least 1 hour before the opening of the polls on by
21| 6—a—m—of the day of the election in a seal ed envel ope on

22 | which shall be witten or printed the nunber and | ocation of
23 | the machi ne, the nunber of the seal, and the nunber registered
24 | on the protective counter or device, as reported by the

25| custodian. The said envel ope shall not be opened until at

26 | | east one nenber of the board fromeach of two politica

27 | parties is present and shall have exanined the envel ope to see
28 | that sane has not been opened. Before opening the envel ope,
29 | the election officers present shall exanine the nunber on the
30| seal on the nachine, also the nunber registered on the

31| protective counter, and see if they are the sane as the nunber
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witten on the envelope. |If they are not the sane, the
custodi an or an aut hori zed person nust be present when the
machi ne i s opened to reexam ne such nmachi ne and certify that
it is properly arranged. |f the nunbers are found to agree
with those on the envel ope, the election officer shall proceed
to open the doors concealing the counters and each officer
shal | carefully exam ne every counter and see that it
registers zero, and sane is subject to the inspection of
official watchers. The nmachine shall remain | ocked agai nst
voting until the polls are opened, and only el ectors shal
operate sane.

Section 5. Section 101.65, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

101.65 Instructions to absent electors.--The
supervi sor shall enclose with each absentee ball ot separate
printed instructions in substantially the followi ng form

READ THESE | NSTRUCTI ONS CAREFULLY BEFORE MARKI NG BALLOT.

1. VERY | MPORTANT. 1In order to ensure that your
absentee ballot will be counted, it should be conpleted and
returned as soon as possible so that it can reach the
supervi sor of elections of the county in which your precinct
is located no later than 8 # p.m Eastern Standard Tine on the

day of the election.

2. Mark your ballot in secret as instructed on the
ball ot. You nust mark your own ballot unless you are unable to
do so because of blindness, disability, or inability to read
or wite.

3. Place your marked ballot in the encl osed secrecy
envel ope.

6
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4. |Insert the secrecy envelope into the encl osed
mai | i ng envel ope which is addressed to the supervisor

5. Seal the mailing envel ope and conpletely fill out
the Voter's Certificate on the back of the nmmiling envel ope.

6. VERY | MPORTANT. | n order for your absentee ball ot
to be counted, you nust sign your nane on the |ine above
(Voter's Signature), place the last four digits of your Social
Security nunber in the space provided, and your ballot nust be
wi tnessed in either of the foll owi ng manners:

a. One witness, who is a registered voter in the
state, nust affix his or her signature, printed nane, address,
voter identification nunber, and county of registration on the
voter's certificate. Each witness is limted to w tnessing
five ballots per election unless certified as an absentee
bal | ot coordi nator. A candidate may not serve as an attesting
Wi t ness.

b. Any notary or other officer entitled to adm nister
oaths or any Florida supervisor of elections or deputy
supervi sor of elections, other than a candi date, nay serve as
an attesting wtness.

7. Mail, deliver, or have delivered the conpl eted
mai | i ng envel ope. Be sure there is sufficient postage if
mai | ed.

8. FELONY NOTICE. It is a felony under Florida lawto
accept any gift, paynent, or gratuity in exchange for your
vote for a candidate. It is also a felony under Florida law to
vote in an election using a false identity or fal se address,
or under any ot her circunstances nmaki ng your ballot fal se or
fraudul ent .

Section 6. Subsection (2) of section 101.67, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:
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101. 67 Saf ekeeping of mmiled ballots; deadline for
receiving absentee ballots. --

(2) Al marked absent electors' ballots to be counted
nmust be received by the supervisor by 8 # p.m Eastern
Standard Tine on the day of the election. Al ballots

recei ved thereafter shall be marked with the tinme and date of
receipt and filed in the supervisor's office.

Section 7. Section 101.111, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

101. 111 Person desiring to vote nmay be chall enged;
chal | enger to execute oath; oath of challenged el ector
determ nati on of challenge.--

(1) When the right to vote of any person who desires
to vote is questioned by any election official,elector, or

wat cher, the challenge shall be reduced to witing with an
oath as provided in this section, giving reasons for the
chal | enge, which shall be delivered to the clerk or inspector
Any el ection official,elector,or authorized poll watcher

chal | engi ng an elector at an election shall execute the oath
set forth bel ow

CATH OF PERSON ENTERI NG CHALLENGE

State of Florida

County of

| do solemmly swear that ny nane is ....; that | ama nenber
of the .... party; that | am.... years old; that | was born
in the state of.... or the country of ....; that ny residence
ison.... street, in the nmunicipality of ....; and that |
have reason to believe that .... is attenpting to vote

8
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illegally and the reasons for ny belief are set forth herein

L0 Wit
T
O
5 ...(Signature of person challenging voter)..
6
7| Sworn and subscribed to before ne this .... day of ....,
8|...(year)...
9 ...(Cerk of election)...
10
11 (2) Before—a—chaHenged—etector—+s—perattedto—vote

12 | by—any—eoffiecer—or—personin—charge—of—adm-sston—to—thepot-ng
13 | ptace—the—echattenged—etector—s+ight—to—vote—shat-—be

14 | 4 . w I T - F I .

15 (3)—The clerk or inspector shall inmediately deliver to the

16 | chal | enged el ector a copy of the oath of the person entering
17 | the chall enge and shall request the challenged elector to

18 | execute the following affidavit:

19
20 OATH OF CHALLENGED VOTER
21
22| State of Florida
23 | County of

24

2511 do solemly swear that nmy nane is ....; that | ama nenber
26 | of the .... party; that | am.... years old; that | was born
27| in the state of .... or the country of ....; that ny residence
28|lis on .... street, inthe nmunicipality of ...., in this the

29| .... precinct of .... county; that | personally nade

30| application for registration and signed ny nane and that | am

31| a qualified voter, and | amnot registered to vote in any
9
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1| other precinct other than the one in which | am presently

2 | seeking to vote.

3 ...(Signature of voter)..
4

5] Sworn and subscribed to before ne this .... day of ....,
6]...(year)...

7 ...(derk of election or Inspector)..
8

9| Any inspector or clerk of election may adm nister the oath.

10 (3)(a) If the challenged person refuses to make and

11| sign the affidavit, the clerk or inspector shall refuse to

12 | all ow himor her to vote.

13 (b) If such person nmakes the affidavit, the inspectors
14 | and clerk of election shall conpare the information in the

15| affidavit with that entered on the registrati on books opposite
16 | t he person's nane, and, upon such conparison of the

17 | information and the person's signature and the taking of other
18 | evidence which may then be offered, the clerk and inspectors
19 | shall decide by a majority vote whether the chall enged person
20| may vote. |If the challenged person is unable to wite or sign
21| his or her nane, the clerk or inspector shall exam ne the

22 | precinct register to ascertain whether the person registered
23 | under the nane of such person is represented to have signed
24 | his or her name. |If the person is so represented, then he or
25| she shall be denied pernission to vote without further

26 | exam nation; but, if not, then the clerk or one of the

27 | i nspectors shall place such person under oath and orally

28 | exam ne himor her upon the subject matter contained in the
29 | affidavit, and, if there is any doubt as to the identity of

30 | such person, the clerk or inspector shall conpare the person's
31 | appearance with the description entered upon the precinct
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1| register opposite the person's nane. The clerk or inspector

2| shall then proceed as in other cases to determ ne whether the
3| chal |l enged person may vote.

4 (c) |If such person nakes the affidavit and if, upon
5]investigation, the clerk and inspectors by majority vote

6 | decide that the challenged el ector may not vote, the

7 | chal l enged el ector shall be issued a provisional ballot, which
8 | my be conpleted by the chall enged el ector. Upon conpl etion of
9| the provisional ballot, it shall be sealed in a separate

10 | envel ope, which is to be signed by the chall enged el ector

11 | under penalty of perjury stating his or her eligibility to

12 | vote and on which the clerk or an inspector notes the reasons
13| for issuing the provisional ballot. The canvassi ng board shal
14 | review the reasons for issuance of each provisional ballot,
15 ] including not only the reasons set forth by the clerk or

16 | i nspector but al so any other infornmation or evidence presented
17 to it, prior to nmaking a determ nation of whether the

18 | provisional ballot will be counted. |f counted, the

19 | provisional ballot shall be included in any certification or
20 | anended certification of the election results.
21 Section 8. Section 98.481, Florida Statutes, is
22 | anended to read:
23 98.481 Challenge to electors.--In any county using a
24 | precinct register in lieu of registration books at the polls,
25| the right to vote of any person who desires to vote may be
26 | chall enged in accordance with the provisions of s. 101.111
27 | except that the clerk or inspector shall conpare information
28 | supplied by such person with that entered or described on the
29 | precinct register opposite the elector's nane.
30 Section 9. Subsection (4) of section 101.657, Florida
31| Statutes, is anended to read:
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1 101. 657 Voting absentee ballots in person.--

2 (4) Any elector may chall enge an el ector seeking to

3 | cast an absentee ball ot under the provisions of s. 101.111

4 | Any—chatenged—baltot—rust—be placed—in—-ar+regutar—absentee

5 | baHHot—envetope—The—canvassingboard—shaH—+eviewthe—batot
6 | antd—deci-de—the—vatdi-ty—of—thebatot—byrmajortty—voete-

7 Section 10. Effective upon this act beconing a | aw,

8 | section 101.005, Florida Statutes, is created to read

9 101. 005 Uniform statew de voting systemand ballots. --
10 (1) Notwithstandi ng any other provision of lawto the
11 ) contrary, there shall be a uniform statew de voting system

12 | beginning with the primary and general elections to be held in
13| 2002. The uniform statew de voting systemshall be a

14 | marksense or optical scan voting system using precinct

15| tabul ation certified by the departnent. Such system nmay be

16 | updated for subsequent el ections as needed.

17 (2) The ballots used by the uniform statew de voting

18 | systemshall be uniform to the extent practicable, and nust
19 | be approved by the departnent prior to use in any election

20 (3) The departnent may adopt rules pursuant to ss.

21| 120.536(1) and 120.54 necessary to inplenent this section and
22| to specify both the standards for the uni form statew de voting
23| system including those relating to software, hardware,

24 | accuracy, and security, and the requirenents for the ballots
25 | used by such system including those relating to the order and
26 | manner of arrangenent of the nanmes of candi dates and issues in
27 | order to ensure consistency and those relating to the

28 | pl acenent of the voting squares in order to elininate

29 | confusion as to which nane or issue a square bel ongs.

30 Section 11. The sumof $40 million is appropriated

31| fromthe General Revenue Fund to the Departnent of State for
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fiscal year 2001-2002, for distribution to the various

counties required by this act to acquire a new voting system

to cover the costs of acquisition of such system

Section 12. Subsection (7) is added to section
101. 015, Florida Statutes, to read
101. 015 Standards for voting systens.--
(7) The Departnent of State shall not certify for use

in this state any voting systemthat uses punchcards, that is

a manual paper ballot or machine | ever system or that is a

mar ksense or optical scan systemthat uses central tabul ation

Section 13. Paragraph (c) of subsection (2) of section
97.021, Florida Statutes, is anmended to read:

97.021 Definitions.--For the purposes of this code,
except where the context clearly indicates otherw se, the
term

(2) "Ballot" or "official ballot" when used in
reference to:

(c) "Electronic or electronechanical devices" neans a
ball ot which is voted by the process of purehing—or narking
with a marking device for tabulation by automatic tabul ating
equi pnrent or data processing equi pnent.

Section 14. Subsections (5) and (8) of section
101. 5603, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

101.5603 Definitions relating to Electronic Voting
Systens Act.--As used in this act, the term

(5) "Marking device" neans etrther—an—approved
apparatus—used—for—theprercingof—batHoets—bythe—voter—or any
approved device for narking a ballot with ink or other
substance which will enable the ballot to be tabul ated by
neans of automatic tabul ating equi pnent.

13

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HB 1583
115-216-01

1 (8) "Voting device" neans erther—at—appatratus—in—which
2 | batHots—are—inserted—andused—in—connectomrwth—amarking

3 | device—tor—theprerecirngof—baots—bythe—voeter—or an

4 | apparatus by which votes are registered electronically.

5 Section 15. Subsection (10) of section 101. 5606,

6| Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

7 101. 5606 Requirenents for approval of systens.--No

8| electronic or electronechanical voting system shall be

9 | approved by the Departnent of State unless it is so

10 | constructed that:

11 (10) It is capable of automatically producing precinct
12 | totals in printed or;mar ked;—or—punehed form-or a

13 | combi nati on thereof.

14 Section 16. Subsection (7) of section 101.5614,

15| Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

16 101.5614 Canvass of returns.--

17 (7) Absentee ballots may be counted by automatic

18 | tabul ating equi pnent if they have been punehed—or nmarked in a
19 | manner which will enable themto be properly counted by such
20 | equi pnent.

21 Section 17. Section 101.6575, Florida Statutes, is

22 | created to read:

23 101. 6575 Early in-person absentee voting.--The office
24 | of the supervisor of elections and each branch office nust be
25| open from9 a.m until 5 p.m, using the custonmary tine in

26 | standard use in the locality, on the Saturday prior to any

27 | statewi de election or other election held in conjunction

28 | therewith, for the purpose of pernmitting voters to cast their
29 | ballots for that election on a day prior to the election that
30| is not a standard workday and that night, therefore, be nore
31| convenient. Such voters shall be considered absentee voters
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1| voting in person, and the ballots for such early voting shal
2 | be absentee ballots prepared for that purpose and canvassed as
3| other absentee ballots voted in person are canvassed. The
4 | division nay adopt rules as necessary to carry out the
5] provisions of this section.
6 Section 18. Section 101.725, Florida Statutes, is
7| created to read
8 101.725 Voter's Bill of Rights.--
9 (1) The supervisor of elections in each county shal
10 | have posted at each polling place in the county a Voter's Bil
11 ) of Rights in the followi ng form
12 VOTER S BILL OF RICGHTS
13 Each registered voter in this state has the right to
14 1. Vote and have his or her vote accurately counted
15 2. Cast a vote if he or she is in line when the polls
16 | are cl osi ng.
17 3. Ask for and receive assistance in voting.
18 4. A replacenent ballot if he or she has voted in
19 | error.
20 5. An explanation if his or her registration is in
21 | question.
22 6. |If his or her registration is in question, cast a
23 | provisional ballot.
24 7. Prove his or her identity by signing an affidavit
25| if election officials doubt the voter's identity.
26 8. Witten instructions to use when voting, and, upon
27 | request, oral instructions in voting fromel ections officers.
28 9. Vote free fromcoercion or intimdation by
29 | elections officers or any other person
30 10. Vote on a voting machine that is in working
31| condition and that will allow votes to be accurately cast.

15
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(2) The supervisor of elections shall have the Voter's

Bill of Rights [printed in a large font and in English and,

where applicable, in Spanish and Creole] and nake it avail able

at each polling place in the formof a handbill so that voters

may individually review their rights.

Section 19. Subsection (10) is added to section

102. 012, Florida Statutes, to read:
102. 012 Inspectors and clerks to conduct el ections.--
(10) The division shall adopt rules creating mni num

standards for poll worker training and basic poll worker

skills to be provided by each supervisor of elections to

assist in training i nspectors, clerks, and deputy sheriffs in

their duties and responsibilities as el ection officials.
Section 20. Subsection (1) of section 102.141, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

102. 141 County canvassi ng board; duties.--

(1) (a) The county canvassi ng board shall be conposed
of the supervisor of elections; a county court judge, who
shall act as chair; and the chair of the board of county
conmi ssioners. In the event any nenber of the county
canvassing board is unable to serve, is a candi date who has
opposition in the election being canvassed, or is an active
participant in the canpaign or candidacy of any candi date who
has opposition in the el ection being canvassed, such nenber
shal |l be replaced as foll ows:

1.ta)y If no county court judge is able to serve or if
all are disqualified, the chief judge of the judicial circuit
in which the county is located shall appoint as a substitute
nmenber a qualified elector of the county who is not a
candi date with opposition in the el ection being canvassed and
who is not an active participant in the canpaign or candi dacy

16
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of any candidate with opposition in the el ection being
canvassed. In such event, the nenbers of the county
canvassi ng board shall neet and elect a chair.

2.{b)y If the supervisor of elections is unable to
serve or is disqualified, the chair of the board of county
conmi ssioners shall appoint as a substitute nmenber a nenber of
t he board of county comm ssioners who is not a candidate with
opposition in the election being canvassed and who is not an
active participant in the canpai gn or candi dacy of any
candi date with opposition in the election being canvassed.

The supervisor, however, shall act in an advisory capacity to
t he canvassi ng board.

3.te)y If the chair of the board of county
conmi ssioners is unable to serve or is disqualified, the board
of county comm ssioners shall appoint as a substitute nenber
one of its nmenbers who is not a candidate with opposition in
the el ection being canvassed and who is not an active
participant in the canpaign or candi dacy of any candidate with
opposition in the election being canvassed.

4. ¢y If a substitute nenber cannot be appointed as
provi ded el sewhere in this paragraph subseetion, the chief
judge of the judicial circuit in which the county is |ocated
shal | appoint as a substitute nenber a qualified el ector of
the county who is not a candidate with opposition in the
el ection being canvassed and who is not an active parti ci pant
in the canpai gn or candi dacy of any candidate with opposition
in the election being canvassed.

(b) For purposes of this subsection, a person shall be

consi dered an active participant in the canpai gn or candi dacy

of a candi date who has opposition in the el ection being

canvassed if the person publicly supports or endorses such
17
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1| candi date, canpaigns for or on behalf of such candi date, or
2 | makes a contribution to the canpai gn of such candi date.

3 Section 21. Paragraph (s) is added to subsection (2)
4 | of section 233.061, Florida Statutes, to read:

5 233.061 Required instruction.--

6 (2) Menbers of the instructional staff of the public
7 | schools, subject to the rules and regul ati ons of the

8 | comni ssioner, the state board, and the school board, shal

9| teach efficiently and faithfully, using the books and

10 | materials required, followi ng the prescribed courses of study,
11 | and enpl oyi ng approved net hods of instruction, the foll ow ng:
12 (s) Voting instruction, including the use of county
13 | voti ng machi nes.

14 Section 22. Section 233.0612, Florida Statutes, is
15 | anended to read:

16 233. 0612 Authorized instruction.--Each school district
17 | may provide students with prograns and instruction at the

18 | appropriate grade levels in areas including, but not linmted
19| to, the follow ng:
20 (1) Character devel opnent, ethics, and | aw education
21 (2) The objective study of the Bible and religion
22 (3) Traffic education
23 (4) Free enterprise and consumer education
24 (5) Progranms to encourage patriotismand greater
25 | respect for country.
26 (6) Drug abuse resistance education
27 (7) Conprehensive health education
28 (8) Care of nursing hone patients.
29 (9) Instruction in acquired i mune deficiency
30 | syndrone.
31
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1 o —Vvetinginstructiom—itnetuting—the—use—of—county
2 | veoting—rachines—

3 (10) {1t Before-school and after-school prograns.

4 Section 23. (1) There is created a task force to

5| exanine the functions of the Division of Elections of the

6 | Departnent of State and of the Secretary of State, as the

7 | duties of such office and officer pertain to el ections

8| adm nistration, and to nake recommendati ons to the Governor
9] and Legislature on how el ections admnistration in the state
10 | may be restructured to be administered by a nonparti san

11 | i ndependent Florida State Board of Elections. The Executive
12 | Ofice of the Governor shall provide staff and funding for the
13 | task force. The task force shall consist of 15 nmenbers

14 | appoi nted by the Governor, seven of whomshall be electors
15| registered in the Republican Party, seven of whom shall be
16 | el ectors registered in the Denbcratic Party, and one of whom
17 | shall be affiliated with neither party. At least two of the
18 | nenbers shall be representatives fromthe offices of different
19 | county supervisors of elections. Task force nenbers nust be
20 | appointed by July 1, 2001

21 (2) Each appointed nenber shall serve at the pleasure
22 | of the Governor. A vacancy on the task force shall be filled
23| in the same nanner as the original appointnent.

24 (3) The task force shall elect a chair fromanong its
25 | nenbers.

26 (4) The task force shall hold its organi zati ona

27 | neeting by August 1, 2001, and thereafter shall neet as

28 | necessary at the call of the chair at the tine and pl ace

29 | designated by the chair. A quorumis necessary for the

30 | purpose of conducting official business of the task force.

31| The task force shall use accepted rules of procedure to

19
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conduct its neetings and shall keep a conplete record of each

neeti ng.

(5) Menbers of the task force shall serve without

conpensation but are entitled to rei nbursement for per diem

and travel expenses incurred in the performance of their

duties as provided in s. 112.061, Florida Statutes.

(6) The task force shall exam ne the functions of

el ections adm nistration in the state and nmake recommendati ons

as to the powers and duties to be assuned by the board; the

nunber, nethod of appointnent, and | ength of terns of nenbers

of the board; the organizational structure of the board; and

any other consideration necessary to the creation of a

separate, nonpartisan, independent board of el ections.

(7) The task force shall subnit its recomendations in

a report to the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the

Speaker of the House of Representatives no |ater than February

1, 2002. The task force is abolished upon submni ssion of the

report.
(8) This section shall take effect upon this act

beconing a | aw.

Section 24. Except as otherw se provided herein, this
act shall take effect January 1, 2002.

20
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l EE R b A b b S I b I S S b b S S I b S b
2 HOUSE SUVMMARY
3
Requires that the central voter file adm nistered by the
4 D vision of Elections of the Departnent of State i
i medi ately refl ect changes to information in the file
5 and that such chanPes be”i nredi at el y avail abl e st at ewi de
5 to users of the file.
7 Requires the division to adopt rules establishing
standards for voter education and training prograns to be
8 Brov!ded by the supervisor of elections in each county.
rovi des annual appropriations therefor and requires
9 annual reports thereon
10 . .
Pl aces the opening and closing of the polls on Eastern
11 Standard Tinme throughout the State, and extends the tine
the polls are open 1 hour. Anmends provisions of |aw
12 rel a |nP to duties of the election board prior to opening
the poll's in precincts where voting nmachines are used, to
13 instructions to absent electors, and to the deadline for
14 receiving absentee ballots, respectively, to conform
15 Aut hori zes election officials to challenge the right of
anY person to vote. Provides for issuance of provisiona
16 ballots to chal |l enged voters under certain circunstances.
Provi des requirenments for such ballots. Provides for
17 revi ew and canvassi ng of such ballots.
18 . . . .
Provides for_ a uniformstatew de voting system and ]
19 bal | ot's, beglnnlng with the prlnarx and general elections
to be held in 2002, and requires the voting systemto be
20 a marksense or optical scan systemw th_ précinct
tabul ation. Provides rul emaking authority to the
21 departnent to inplenent and adopt standards_ for the
system _including ballot requirenents. Provides an
22 appropriation for the counties to purchase the new
syst em
23
24 Prohibits the certification for use in this state of any
voting systemthat uses punchcards, that Is a nanua
25 paper “"ball ot or machine | ever system or that is a
mar ksense or optical scan systemthat uses centra
26 t abul ati on.
27 . . . .
Requires the office of the supervisor of elections and
28 any branch office to be open on the Saturday prior to. any
statewi de election or other election held ih conjunction
29 therewth, for the purpose of allowng early in-person
30 absentee voting for that election
31 Creates a Voter's Bill of Rights. Provides for d|5ﬂlay
and distribu lities of the

i bution. Prescribeszaesponsib
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1 supervisors of elections in naking the Voter's Bill of

5 Ri ghts available to and vi ewabl e by the public.

3 Speci fi es what constitutes active participation in a
canpai gn or candldap¥_|n an el ection being canvassed for

4 puHBoses of disqualification of a canvassing board
nenper .

5

6 Requires the division to adopt rules establishing

. standards for poll worker training.

8 Makes voting instruction in the public schools a required

9 rat her than"an optional elenent of the curricul um

10 Creates a task force to study the establishnment of an
i ndependent State Board of Elections. Provjdes for

11 appoi nt nent of nenbers and aut hori zes rei nbursenent for
er diemand travel expenses incurred in official duties.

12 rovides for staffing and funding by the Executive Ofice
of the CGovernor. Provides for a report and term nation of

13 the task force upon subm ssion of the report.

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31
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