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By Representative Hart

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to elections; creating s.

3 101.56061, F.S.; providing for a uniform

4 statew de voting systenm restricting approval

5 to a precinct tabul ati on marksense-type voting
6 system after a specified date; providing for

7 devel opnent of a statew de direct reporting

8 equi pnent voting systemfor future use if

9 funded; authorizing the Departnent of State to
10 hold the copyright to the direct reporting

11 system s software as provided by | aw, anending
12 ss. 100.061 and 100.091, F.S.; revising the

13 dates on which the prinary el ections are held;
14 creating s. 101.122, F.S.; authorizing and

15 providing requirenents for provisional ballots;
16 anending s. 97.021, F.S.; providing

17 definitions; anending s. 102.166, F.S.

18 revising election protest procedures; anendi ng
19 s. 102.167, F.S.; providing the formof protest
20 of election returns with the El ections
21 Canvassi ng Commi ssion; anending s. 102. 168,
22 F.S.; revising election contest procedures;
23 anending s. 102. 111, F.S.; revising nenbership
24 of the El ections Canvassi ng Comn ssion
25 revising provisions for filling vacanci es on
26 the commi ssion; anending s. 102.112, F.S.
27 revi sing deadlines for subm ssion of county
28 returns to the Departnent of State; elininating
29 provi sions establishing fines for late
30 reporting; creating s. 98.0977, F.S.; providing
31 for devel opnent of a statew de voter
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1 regi stration database; authorizing the

2 Departnent of State to hold the copyright to

3 t he database software as provided by | aw,

4 providing for update of information in the

5 dat abase; creating s. 98.0979, F.S.; providing

6 that voter registration information is public

7 except for information made confidential by

8 | aw; providing requirenents for securing copies

9 of any voter registration information; creating

10 s. 106.0705, F.S.; requiring electronic filing

11 of canpaign treasurer's reports under certain

12 ci rcunst ances; providing reporting dates;

13 provi di ng penal ties; providing rul enaking

14 authority; anmending s. 101.6103, F.S.; revising

15 the voter's certificate for mail ball ot

16 el ections to include a date requirenent;

17 providing for contingent effect of certain

18 provi sions; providing an effective date.

19

20| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
21

22 Section 1. Section 101.56061, Florida Statutes, is
23| created to read:

24 101. 56061 Uniform statew de voting system --

25 (1) The division shall approve only a precinct

26 | tabul ati on marksense-type voting systemfor use after January
27 | 1, 2002.

28 (2)(a) The division shall devel op a statew de direct
29 | reporting equi pnent voting systemfor the 2004 and subsequent
30| election cycles, if funding for such a system has been

31| provided by | aw
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1 (b) The copyright to the direct reporting equi pnent

2| voting systemsoftware shall be held by the departnent

3| pursuant to s. 119.084.

4 (3) The systens authorized in this section shall be

5| approved following the guidelines set forth in the Florida

6 | voting systenms standards adopted under s. 101.015.

7 Section 2. Section 100.061, Florida Statutes, is

8 | anended to read:

9 100.061 First primary election.--1n each year in which
10| a general election is held, a first primary election for

11 | noni nation of candidates of political parties shall be held on
12 | the Tuesday 16 9 weeks prior to the general election. Each
13 | candidate receiving a majority of the votes cast in each

14 | contest in the first primary election shall be declared

15| noninated for such office. A second prinmary el ection shall be
16 | held as provided by s. 100.091 in every contest in which a

17 | candi date does not receive a nmajority.

18 Section 3. Subsection (1) of section 100.091, Florida
19 | Statutes, is anended to read:

20 100. 091 Second primary el ection. --

21 (1) In each year in which a general election is held,
22 | a second prinmary el ection for nom nation of candi dates of

23| political parties where nom nations were not nade in the first
24 | primary el ection shall be held on the Tuesday 8 5 weeks pri or
25| to the general election

26 Section 4. Section 101.122, Florida Statutes, is

27 | created to read:

28 101.122 Provisional ballots.--

29 (1) An elector may vote by provisional ballot if there
30| is a question as to the elector's eligibility to vote.

31
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1 (2) The election official nust issue a provisiona

2| ballot to the elector in accordance with the foll ow ng

3 | procedures:

4 (a) The elector shall fill out, in the elector's own
5] handwiting or with assistance, the affidavit on the

6 | provisional ballot envel ope as provided in paragraph (c).

7 (b) The affidavit nust be sworn to and subscri bed by
8| the elector, under penalty of perjury, before one of the

9| inspectors or clerks of the election who is authorized to

10 | admi ni ster the oath.

11 (c) The provisional ballot envel ope shall contain an
12 | affidavit in substantially the follow ng form

13

14 | State of Florida

15| County of....

16

17 | do solemmly swear (or affirm) that ny nane is ....
18| that | am.... years old; that | was bornin ...(list state or
19 | country)...; that | amregistered to vote, and at the tine
20| registered | resided at ...., in the nunicipality of ....

21| County of ...., State of Florida; that | ama duly qualified
22 | voter of the Florida county aforesaid and have not voted in
23 | this election.

24

25| The basis for ny voting by provisional ballot is:

26 | o
A
28 | o
29 |
B0 |t
31
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Under penalty of perjury, | swear (or affirm) that | have read

the foregoing and that the facts alleged are true, to the best

of ny knowl edge and beli ef.

...(Signature of voter)..

Sworn to and subscribed before ne this .... day of ....,

...(year)..., at .... County, Florida

G erk/ 1 nspector:
Preci nct No.
County of

(d) The elector shall then be adnitted to the voting

machi ne to cast his or her vote. If the elector fails or

refuses to make out such affidavit, the elector shall not be

permtted to vote.

(e) After casting a vote, the elector's ball ot nust be

pl aced in the provisional ballot envel ope.

(3) The provisional ballot envel opes containing the

provi sional ballots shall be delivered to the appropriate

canvassing board to deternmine eligibility of the el ector

voting by provisional ballot.
(4) A ballot shall be counted if:
(a) The elector is found to be eligible to vote in

t hat el ection; and

(b) The elector's signature has been verified.

Section 5. Subsections (11) through (27) of section
97.021, Florida Statutes, are renunbered as subsections (12)
t hrough (28), respectively, subsections (28), (29), and (30)
of said section are renunbered as subsections (30), (31), and

5
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(32), respectively, and new subsections (11) and (30) are
added to said section to read:

97.021 Definitions.--For the purposes of this code,
except where the context clearly indicates otherw se, the
term

(11) "Error in the vote tabul ation" neans a counting

error in which the vote tabulation systemfails to count valid

vot es.
(30) "Valid vote" neans a vote that is properly marked

following the instructions of the voting system
Section 6. Section 102.166, Florida Statutes, is
anended to read:

102. 166 Protest of election returns; procedure.--
(1) (a) Any candidate for nonmination or election to a

federal, state, or multicounty district office, or any elector

qualified to vote in the election related to such candi dacy,
shall have the right to protest the returns of the election as
bei ng erroneous by filing with the El ecti ons Canvassi ng
Conmi ssi on approptiate—canvassing—board a sworn, witten
pr ot est .

(b) €2 Such protest shall be filed with the El ections

Canvassi ng Comni ssi on eanvasstng—board prior to the tine the
conmi ssi on canvassitng—board certifies the results for the
office being protested or within 72 hours 5—days after the
close of the polls in that el ection midnrirght—ef—the—date—the
etection—is—held, whichever occurs |ater.

(c)3)r Upon receipt of a witten protest Befoere
canvasstng—thereturns—of—the—eltection, the El ections
Canvassi ng Comi ssion shall direct the county canvassi ng board
or boards to shatH—+

6
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used—the—canvasstng—board—shat- exam ne precinct records and

election returns. |If there is a clerical error, such error
shal |l be corrected by the county canvassing board. If there is
a di screpancy that whieh could affect the outconme of an

el ection, the El ections Canvassi nhg Conm ssion may direct the

county canvassing board to fay recount the ballots on the
automati c tabul ati ng equi pnent.

(d) 1. (4= Any candidate for federal, state, or
mul ticounty district office whose nane appeared on the ball ot,

any political conmittee that supports or opposes a nulticounty

aft i ssue that whieh appeared on the ballot, or any political
party whose candi dates' nanes appeared on the ballot may file
a witten request with the El ecti ons Canvassi ng Conm ssi on

county—ecanvasstng—board for a manual recount. The witten

request shall contain a statenent of the reason the nanua

recount is being requested.
2. {b)y Such request nust be filed with the El ections
Canvassi ng Comni ssi on eanvasstigboard—prior—to—the—tine—the
. I I e I I : I e bei
protested—or within 72 hours after the close of the polls in

t hat el ecti on mdani-ght—of—the—date—the—election—was—held-
whi-chever—oeceurs—ater.

7
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3.f€) The El ections Canvassi ng Conmi ssi on eotfty
canvassing—board nay authorize a manual recount. If a manua

recount is authorized, the El ections Canvassi nhg Conm ssi on

county—canvassthg—board shall nmake a reasonable effort to

noti fy each candi date whose race is being recounted of the

time and place of such recount.

4. ey The manual recount mnust include at |east three
precincts and at least 1 percent of the total votes cast for
such candidate or issue. In the event there are | ess than
three precincts involved in the election, all precincts shal
be counted. The person who requested the recount shall choose
three precincts to be recounted, and, if other precincts are
recounted, the county canvassing board shall select the
addi tional precincts.

(e)t5)y If the manual recount indicates an error in the
vote tabul ation that whieh could affect the outcone of the

el ection, the El ections Canvassi nhg Conm ssion shall direct the

county canvassi ng board to shat-

1.{ta)y Correct the error and recount the remaining
precincts with the vote tabul ation system or

2. {b) Request the Departnment of State to verify the
t abul ati on sof tware. ;—of

ey If the error in the vote tabul ati on cannot be corrected

pursuant to subparagraph 1. or subparagraph 2., the El ections

Canvassi ng Comi ssion nay direct the county canvassi ng board

to manually recount all ballots.
(2)(a) Any candidate for nomination or election to a

county or district office not covered by paragraph (1)(a)

shall have the right to protest the returns of the el ection as

8

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HB 1625
726-125-01

1| being erroneous by filing with the appropriate county

2 | canvassing board a sworn, witten protest.

3 (b) Such protest shall be filed with the county

4 | canvassing board prior to the tine the canvassi ng board

5] certifies the results for the office being protested or within
6| 72 hours after the polls close on the date the election is

7 | hel d, whichever occurs | ater

8 (c) Upon receipt of a protest, the canvassi ng board

9| shall:

10 1. Wen paper ballots are used, exanine the tabul ation
11| of the paper ballots cast.

12 2. \Wien voting nachines are used, exam ne the counters
13 | on the machi nes of nonprinter nmachines or the printer-pac on
14 | printer nachines. If there is a discrepancy between the

15| returns and the counters of the nmachi nes or the printer-pac,
16 | the counters of such nmachines or the printer-pac shall be

17 | presuned correct.

18 3. Wien electronic or el ectronechanical equipnent is
19 | used, the county canvassi ng board shall exam ne precinct

20| records and election returns. If there is a clerical error

21| such error shall be corrected by the county canvassi ng board.
22| If there is a discrepancy that could affect the outcone of an
23 | el ection, the county canvassing board may recount the ballots
24 | on the automatic tabul ati ng equi pnent.

25 (d)1. Any candidate not covered by paragraph (1)(d)

26 | whose nane appeared on the ballot or any political comittee
27 | that supports or opposes an issue not covered by paragraph

28 |(1)(d) may file a witten request with the county canvassing
29 | board for a nanual recount. The witten request shall contain
30| a statenent of the reason the manual recount is being

31 | request ed.

9
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2. Such request nmust be filed with the canvassing

board prior to the tine the canvassing board certifies the

results for the office being protested or within 72 hours

after midnight of the date the el ection was held, whichever

occurs | ater.

3. The county canvassi ng board may authorize a nmanua

recount. |f a manual recount is authorized, the county

canvassi ng board shall nmake a reasonable effort to notify each

candi date whose race is being recounted of the tine and pl ace

of such recount.

4. The manual recount nust include at | east three

precincts and at least 1 percent of the total votes cast for

such candidate or issue. In the event there are | ess than

three precincts involved in the election, all precincts shal

be counted. The person who requested the recount shall choose

three precincts to be recounted, and, if other precincts are

recounted, the county canvassi ng board shall select the

addi ti onal precincts.

(e) |If the manual recount indicates an error in the

vote tabulation that could affect the outcone of the el ection

the county canvassi ng board shall:

1. Correct the error and recount the renmining

precincts with the vote tabul ation system or

2. Request the Departnent of State to verify the

t abul ati on softwar e.

If the error in the vote tabul ati on cannot be corrected

pursuant to subparagraph 1. or subparagraph 2., the county

canvassi ng board may manual ly recount all ballots.
t6—Any—ranva—r+ecount—shat—be—open—to—thepubte—
(3) A~ Procedures for a manual recount are as foll ows:
10
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(a) Any manual recount shall be open to the public.

(b) tay The county canvassi ng board shall appoint as
many counting teans of at |least two electors as is necessary
to manually recount the ballots. A counting team nust have,
when possi ble, nenbers of at |least two political parties. A
candi date involved in the race shall not be a nmenmber of the
counting team

(c)ftb)y If a counting teamis unable to determ ne a
voter's intent in casting a ballot, the ballot shall be
presented to the county canvassing board for it to deternine
the voter's intent.

(4)¢8)y If the county canvassi ng board determ nes the
need to verify the tabulation software, the county canvassing
board shall request in witing that the Departnent of State
verify the software

(5) 9> When the Departnent of State verifies such
software, the departnent shall

(a) Conpare the software used to tabulate the votes
with the software filed with the Departnment of State pursuant
to s. 101.5607; and

(b) Check the el ection paraneters.

(6) £38) The Department of State shall respond to the
county canvassing board within 3 working days.

Section 7. Section 102.167, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

102. 167 Form of protest of election returns.--

(1) The formof the "Protest of Election Returns to
Canvassi ng Board" shall be as follows:

PROTEST OF ELECTI ON RETURNS TO
CANVASSI NG BOARD
11
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1
2 ., Florida
3 ., ...(year)...
4 As provided in Section 102.166(2) %), Florida Statutes,
51, .... of .... County, Florida, believe the election returns
6| fromPrecinct No. .... inthe .... election ...(year)... are
7 | erroneous.
8 | hereby protest the canvass of such returns by the
9 Canvassi ng Board, and request that said returns be
10 | i nvestigated, exam ned, checked, and corrected by said
11 | Canvassing Board. The basis for this protest is .............
5
0 T
S
R T
L
17
18 | Under penalties of perjury, | swear (or affirm that | have
19 | read the foregoing and that the facts alleged are true, to the
20 | best of ny know edge and belief.
21
22 ...(Signature of person protesting election returns)..
23 (2) The formof the "Protest of Election Returns to
24 | the El ections Canvassi ng Conm ssion" shall be as foll ows:
25
26 PROTEST OF ELECTI ON RETURNS TO
27 THE ELECTI ONS CANVASSI NG COWM SSI ON
28
29
30 , ...(year)...
31

12
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1 As provided in Section 102.166(1), Florida Statutes, |
2| , believe the election returns from.... in the ...

3| election ...(year)... are erroneous.

4 | hereby protest the canvass of such returns by the

5| El ecti ons Canvassi ng Conmi ssion, and request that said returns
6 | be investigated, exanmi ned, checked, and corrected by the

7 | El ecti ons Canvassi ng Commi ssion. The basis for this protest

B | 1S
S
L0 | e
5
2
R
14

15| Under penalties of perjury, | swear (or affirm that | have
16 | read the foregoing and that the facts alleged are true, to the
17 | best of ny know edge and beli ef.

18

19 ...(Signature of person protesting election returns)..
20 Section 8. Section 102.168, Florida Statutes, is

21 | anended to read

22 102.168 Contest of election.--

23 (1) Except as provided in s. 102.171, the

24 | certification of election or nomnation of any person to

25| office, or of the result on any question subnmitted by

26 | referendum nay be contested in the circuit court by any

27 | unsuccessful candidate for such office or nomination thereto
28 | or by any elector qualified to vote in the election related to
29 | such candi dacy, or by any taxpayer, respectively.

30 (2) Such contestant shall file a conplaint, together
31| with the fees prescribed in chapter 28, with the clerk of the

13
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circuit court within 10 days after mdnight of the date the

| ast county canvassi ng board enpowered to canvass the returns
certifies the results of the election being contested or
within 5 days after mdnight of the date the |last county
canvassi ng board enpowered to canvass the returns certifies
the results of that particular election foll owing a protest
pursuant to s. 102.166{%), whichever occurs |ater

(3) The conplaint shall set forth the grounds on which
the contestant intends to establish his or her right to such
office or set aside the result of the election on a submitted
referendum The grounds for contesting an el ection under this
section are:

(a) M sconduct, fraud, or corruption on the part of
any election official or any nenber of the canvassing board
sufficient to change or place in doubt the result of the
el ection.

(b) Ineligibility of the successful candidate for the
nom nation or office in dispute.

(c) Receipt of a nunber of illegal votes or rejection
of a nunber of |egal votes sufficient to change er—ptace—in
dotbt- the result of the election

(d) Proof that any elector, election official, or
canvassi ng board nmenber was given or offered a bribe or reward
in nmoney, property, or any other thing of value for the
pur pose of procuring the successful candidate's nom nation or
el ection or determining the result on any question subnitted
by referendum

o I " . hi-ch—if . !

Lol I I I I o i
I o . I I I I e .

. | | f +1 | . .
14
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(4) The canvassing board or the El ections Canvassing

Conmi ssi on eteetion—-boeard shall be the proper party defendant,
and the successful candidate shall be an indispensable party
to any action brought to contest the election or nonination of
a candi date.

(5) A statenent of the grounds of contest may not be
rejected, nor the proceedings disnissed, by the court for any
want of formif the grounds of contest provided in the
statenent are sufficient to clearly informthe defendant of
the particul ar proceeding or cause for which the nom nation or
el ection is contested.

(6) A copy of the conplaint shall be served upon the
def endant and any other person nanmed therein in the sane
manner as in other civil cases under the laws of this state.
Wthin 10 days after the conplaint has been served, the
defendant nust file an answer admitting or denying the
al | egations on which the contestant relies or stating that the
def endant has no know edge or information concerning the
al | egations, which shall be deened a denial of the
al | egations, and nust state any other defenses, in |aw or
fact, on which the defendant relies. If an answer is not filed
within the tine prescribed, the defendant nmay not be granted a
hearing in court to assert any claimor objection that is
required by this subsection to be stated in an answer.

(7) Any candidate, qualified elector, or taxpayer
presenting such a contest to a circuit judge is entitled to an
i medi ate hearing. However, the court in its discretion nay
limt the tine to be consunmed in taking testinony, with a view

15

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIRPLO O ®~NOO®UuDWNPRER O

Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HB 1625
726-125-01

therein to the circunstances of the matter and to the

proximty of any succeeding prinary or other election

Section 9. Section 102.111, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

102. 111 El ections Canvassi ng Conmi ssi on. - -

(1) Inmediately after certification of any election by
the county canvassi ng board, the results shall be forwarded to
the Departnent of State concerning the election of any federa
or state officer. The El ecti ons Canvassi ng Conmi ssi on shal

consi st of the Governor and two nmenbers of the Cabi net as

determ ned by t he Gover nor —the—Secretary—of—State—and—the
. 4 . . o . WA I I .

Canvassing—Comr-sston. The El ections Canvassi ng Conmi ssi on

shall, as soon as the official results are conpiled from al

counties, certify the returns of the election and determ ne
and decl are who has been el ected for each office. In the event
that the Governor is recused, or any other nenber of the

conm ssi on cannot serve, the Governor shall fill the vacancy

following the sane procedure for appointnent to the

comm ssion. |If no other Cabinet nenbers are available to
serve, the Governor shall choose a registered voter any—rerber
ey I . . . . 1 abt
certiy—the+eturns—of—any—eteeti-on——such—renber—shatt—be
I L et I ity o I : I

byt heDi f ¢ he Divisionof Elections— 1t t]
16
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1 | returns—are—not—receivet—by—thebPepartrent—of—State—by—5p—m
2 | ef—the—seventh—dayfoeHowngan—etection—aH—m-ssing—ecounties
3 | shatH—be—ignored,—and—ther+esutts—showr—by—thereturns—on+fite
4 | shatt—be—ecertified.

5 (2) The Division of Elections shall provide the staff
6 | services required by the El ections Canvassi ng Conmi ssi on

7 Section 10. Section 102.112, Florida Statutes, is

8 | anended to read:

9 102. 112 Deadline for subm ssion of county returns to
10 | the Departnent of State; penalties.--

11 (1) The county canvassing board or a majority thereof
12 | shall file the county returns for the election of a federal or
13| state officer with the Departnent of State inmediately after
14 | certification of the election results.

15 (2)(a) Returns nust be filed by 5 p.m on the 7th day
16 | following the first prinary. and—general—etection—and

17 (b) Returns nust be filed by 3 p.m on the 3rd day

18 | followi ng the second prinary.

19 (c) Returns nust be filed by 5 p.m on the 14th day

20| following the general election

21 (3)(a) If the returns are not received by the

22 | department by the tine specified, such returns shall may be
23 | ignored and the results on file at that time shall may be

24 | certified by the El ecti ons Canvassi ng Commi ssi on departient.
25 (b) If the returns are not received by the departnent
26 | due to an energency, as defined in s. 101.732, the El ections
27 | Canvassi ng Commi ssi on shall deternine the deadline by which
28 | the returns nust be filed.

29 2y—The—departrent—shat—fine—each—board-renber—$200
30 | for—each—tday—stueh—treturns—aret+ate—the—fHne—to—bepadonty
31 | fremtheboardrnenber—s—personat—ftunds—Sueh—Fnes——shat-—be

17
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1 | depostted—into—theHection—Canpargntnancing—Frust—Fund-

2 | ereatet—by—s—166-32—

3 3)—Merbers—of—the—ecounty—canvassingboard—ray—appeal
4 | sueh—fHnes—tothe FHoridatHeetions—Commssten—which—shal-

5 | adopt—rutes—{for—such—appeats—

6 Section 11. Section 98.0977, Florida Statutes, is

7| created to read

8 98. 0977 Statewi de voter registration database. --

9 (1) The departnent shall devel op a statew de voter

10 | regi stration database, to be adninistered by the division

11 (2) The copyright to the database shall be held by the
12 | Departnent of State according to the rights provided in s.

13| 119. 084.

14 (3) The division shall conpare the infornmation

15| provided by the voter to the information held by the

16 | Departnent of Law Enforcenent, the Board of Executive

17 | A enency, and the Ofice of Vital Statistics. If the division
18 | finds information that suggests the voter is ineligible to

19 | register to vote, the division shall notify the voter by

20 | certified mail. The notification shall contain a statenent as
21| to the reason of ineligibility and request information from
22 | the voter on forns provided by the division to deternine

23| eligibility. After reviewing the information requested by the
24 | division and provided by the voter, if the division determnes
25| that the voter is not eligible to vote under Florida |law, the
26 | division shall notify the appropriate supervisor of elections
27 | so that he or she nay renpve the voter fromthe rolls.

28 Section 12. Section 98.0979, Florida Statutes, is

29 | created to read:

30 98.0979 Statewi de voter registration database open to
31| i nspection; copies.--

18
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(1)(a) The voter registration information of the state

constitutes public records. Any citizen of the state is

alloned to exanine the voter registration records but nmay not

nmake any copies or extract therefrom except as provided by

this section.

(b) Wthin 15 days of a request for voter registration

information, the division shall furnish any requested

information, excluding only a voter's signature and soci al

security nunmber and such other information that is by statute

specifically made confidential or is exenpt frompublic

records requirenents.

(c) Actual costs of duplication of infornmation

aut hori zed by this section for release to the public shall be

charged in accordance with the provisions of s. 119.07.

(2) The information provided by the division pursuant

to this section shall be furnished only to:

(a) Municipalities;

(b) Oher governnental agencies;

(c) Candidates, to further their candi dacy;

(d) Registered political comittees, registered

conmm ttees of continuous existence, and political parties or

officials thereof, for political purposes only; and

(e) Incunbent officeholders, to report to their

consti tuents.

Such information shall not be used for commrercial purposes. No

person to whoma list of registered voters is nade avail abl e

pursuant to this section, and no person who acquires such a

list, shall use any information contained therein for purposes

which are not related to elections, political or governnental

activities, voter registration, or |law enforcenent.
19
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(3) Any person who acquires a list of registered

voters fromthe division shall take and subscribe to an oath

which shall be in substantially the follow ng form

| hereby swear or affirmthat | ama person
authorized by s. 98.0979, Florida Statutes, to
acquire information on regi stered voters of

County, Florida; that the information

acquired will be used only for the purposes

prescribed in that section and for no other

purpose; and that | will not pernit the use or

copyi ng of such informati on by persons not
aut hori zed by the Election Code of the State of
Fl ori da.

...(Signature of person acquiring list)...

Sworn to and subscribed before ne this .... day of
., ...(year)....

Section 13. Section 106.0705, Florida Statutes, is
created to read
106. 0705 Electronic filing of canpaign treasurer's

reports. --
(1) (a) Each candidate who is required to file reports

pursuant to s. 106.07 with the division and who accepts

contributions or makes expenditures in an aggregate anount in

excess of $10,000 for the office sought nmust file such reports

with the division by neans of electronic transfer.

(b) Each political comrittee, conmittee of continuous

exi stence, or state executive comrittee that is required to
file reports with the division under s. 106.04, s. 106.07, or
20
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s. 106.29, as applicable, and that accepts contributions or

nmakes expenditures in an aggregate anount in excess of $10, 000

in a calendar year nust file such reports with the division by

means of electronic transfer.

(c) Reports required to be filed pursuant to s.
106.04, s. 106.07, or s. 106.29 that are not subject to the
el ectronic filing provisions of this section nmay be on forns

provi ded by the division.

(2)(a) Except as provided in paragraph (b), reports

filed pursuant to this section shall be filed not later than 5

p.m of the day designated. Reports not received by 5 p.m of

the day designated as required are late filed and are subject
to the penalties provided in s. 106.04(8), s. 106.07(8), or s.
106. 29(3), as applicabl e.

(b) Statew de candi dates who have requested to receive

contributions under the provisions of the Florida El ection

Canpai gn Fi nancing Act and statew de candidates in races with

candi dat es who have requested to receive contributions under

such act shall file their last reports not |ater than noon on

the Friday i medi ately preceding the general election. Reports

not received by noon of that day as required are late filed

and are subject to the penalties provided in s. 106.07(8).

(3) Each report filed pursuant to this section is

consi dered to be under oath by the person filing the report,

and such person is subject to the provisions of s.
106.04(4)(d), s. 106.07(5), or s. 106.29(2), as applicable.
(4) The division shall adopt rules pursuant to ss.
120.536(1) and 120.54 to adninister this section, to provide
for the reports required to be filed pursuant to this section

and to provide that:

21
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1 (a) The division develop an electronic filing system

2 | based on access by neans of the Internet.

3 (b) The electronic filing system be accessi bl e by

4 | anyone with Internet access using standard web-browsing

5| software.

6 (c) The electronic filing system provide for direct

7| entry of canpaign finance information as well as downl oad of

8 | such information from canpai gn finance software certified by

9| the division.

10 (d) The electronic filing system provide a nethod that

11| verifies the identity of the person subnmitting the report.

12 (e) The division provide for alternate filing

13 | procedures in case of failure by the division's web server.

14 (f) The division issue an electronic receipt to the

15 | person subnmitting the report indicating and verifying that the

16 | report has been filed and received.

17 Section 14. Subsection (3) of section 101.6103

18 | Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

19 101. 6103 Muail ballot election procedure.--

20 (3) The return mailing envel ope shall contain a

21| statenent in substantially the follow ng form

22

23 VOTER S CERTI FI CATE

24

25 I, ...(Print Nane)..., do solemnly swear (or affirn

26| that | ama qualified voter in this election and that | have

27 | not and will not vote nore than one ballot in this election

28 | understand that failure to date and sign this

29 | certificate and give ny residence address will invalidate ny

30 | ballot.

31 ...(Date)..
22
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1 ...(Signature)..
2 ... (Residence Address)..
3
4 Section 15. This act shall take effect July 1, 2001
5| except that ss. 98.0977(2) and 101.56061(2)(b), Florida
6| Statutes, as created by this act, shall take effect only if
7 | House Bill 789 or sinmilar legislation creating s. 119. 084,
8| Florida Statutes, to provide for the copyright of governnental
9 | data processing software is adopted in the sane |egislative
10 | session or an extension thereof and becones | aw.
11
12 EE IR b S b S I S O b I S S b b S I S I b S b
13 HOUSE SUVMMARY
14 . . o . .
Revi ses various provisions of lawrelating to el ections.
15 Provides for a uniform statew de voting system
Restricts approval . to a precinct tabul ation
16 mar ksense-type voting systen1after a specified date.
Provi des for devel opitent of a statew de direct reporting
17 equi pnent voting systemfor future use if funded. ]
Aut hori zes the partnent of State to hold the copyright
18 to the direct reporting system s software as provi ded by
law. Revises the dateS onh which the prinmary el ections
19 are held. Authorizes and provides requirenents for ]
rovi sional ballots. Provides definitions for "error_in
20 he vote tabulation" and "valid vote.” Revises election
protest procedures, Provides the form of protest of
21 el ection returns with the El ections Canvassing
Conm ssion. Revises election contest procedures. . .
22 Revi ses nenbership of the El ections Canvassi nhg Conm ssion
and_ provisions for filling vacancies on the conm ssion
23 Revi ses deadl i nes for subni ssion of county returns to the
DePartnent of State and elim nates provisions
24 establishing fines for late reporting. Provides for
devel opnent "of a statew de voter registration database.
25 Aut hori zes the Departnent of State to hold the copyright
to the database software as provided by |law. _ Provides
26 for update of information in the database. Provides that
voter registration information is public except for
27 information nade confidential by |aw. Provides
requirenents for securing copies of any voter o
28 registration informati on” Requires electronic filing of
canpaign treasurer's reports under certain circunstances.
29 Provi dés reportlng dates and penalties for |ate or false
repprtln?. Provi des rul emaki hg authority therefor.
30 Revi ses the voter's certificate for manil "ball ot el ections
31 to include a date requirenent. See bill for details.
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