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Florida Senate - 2001 SB 1640
By Senator dary

7-945-01

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to education; creating
pr of essi onal - devel opnent academi es to neet the
human- r esour ce- devel opnent needs of
prof essi onal educators, schools, and schoo
districts; providing that appropriated funds
nmust be all ocated by the Conmm ssioner of
Education unl ess otherw se provided in an
appropriations act; providing eligibility
requi renments for startup funds; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. One or nore professional -devel oprnent

academ es shall be established to neet the

hunman- r esour ce- devel opnent needs of professional educators,

school s, and school districts. Funds appropriated for the

initiation of professional-devel opnent acaden es nust be

al l ocated by the Commi ssi oner of Education, unless otherw se

provided in an appropriations act. To be eligible for startup

funds, an acadeny nust:

(1) Be established by the coll aborative efforts of one

or nore district school boards, nenbers of the business

community, and the postsecondary institutions that will award

college credits for courses taught at the acadeny.

(2) Denonstrate the ability to provide high-quality

trainers and training and appropriate foll omup and coachi ng

for all participants and to support school personnel in

i mprovi ng students' performance.
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(3) Be operated under contract with its public

partners and governed by an i ndependent board of directors

that should include at | east one school superintendent and one

school board chairnman fromthe participating school districts,

the president of the collective bargaining unit that

represents the mapjority of the region's teachers, and at |east

three individuals who are not enpl oyees or el ected or

appoi nted officials of the participating school districts.

Regi onal educational consortia as defined in section 228. 0857,

Florida Statutes, satisfy the requirenents of this subsection

(4) Be financed during the first year of operation by

an equal or greater match fromprivate fundi ng sources and

denonstrate the ability to be self-supporting within 1 year

after opening through fees for services, grants, or private

contributions. Regional educational consortia as defined in

section 228.0857, Florida Statutes, are exenpt fromthe

funding match required by this subsection

(5) Omn or lease a facility that can be used to

deliver training onsite and through distance |earning and

ot her technol ogy-based delivery systens. The participating

di strict school boards nmay |l ease a site or facility to the

acadeny for a noninal fee and may pay all or part of the costs

of renovating a facility to accombpdat e the acadeny. The

acadeny is responsible for all operational, maintenance, and

repair costs.

(6) Provide professional -devel opnent services for the

participating school districts as specified in the contract.

An acadeny nmy provide professional -devel opnment services to

ot her school districts, private schools, and individuals on a

fee-for-service basis.
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(7) |If the majority of counties in a regiona

educati onal consortium have been designated as "rural areas of

critical econonm c concern" by the Governor in Executive Oder

99- 275 or subsequent executive orders, all counties and their

respective school districts served by the consortiumare

eligible to receive benefits under this section

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2001.
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