Florida Senate - 2001 SB 1646
By Senators Hol zendorf, Dawson and Meek

2-1273A-01

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to economically distressed

3 communi ti es; anending s. 288.9015, F.S.

4 revising the responsibilities of Enterprise

5 Florida, Inc., relating to rural and distressed

6 urban conmunities; directing Enterprise

7 Florida, Inc., to develop a plan for marketing

8 prograns and initiatives designed to enhance

9 conditions in economcally distressed

10 communi ti es; specifying conponents of such

11 pl an; requiring devel opnent of and reporting on

12 perfornance neasures; requiring coordination

13 wi th agenci es and organi zations; directing

14 Enterprise Florida, Inc., to conbine and

15 | everage the use of certain prograns to benefit

16 econom cal ly distressed conmunities; providing

17 an effective date.

18

19 WHEREAS, there are nany econom cally distressed
20 | communities in the state, particularly urban core comuniti es,
21 | whi ch have not experienced the economc prosperity enjoyed by
22 | other comunities in the state, and
23 WHEREAS, the state has created a nunber of prograns,
24 | designations, and initiatives designed to inprove conditions
251 in economcally distressed communities, including, but not
26 | limted to, the Enterprise Zone Program the Front Porch
27| Florida Initiative, and the Tool kit for Econom c Devel opnent,
28 | and
29 WHEREAS, these prograns, designations, and initiatives
30| tend to operate in isolation and cannot al one effect
31
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substantial inmprovenent in urban core comunities or other
econom cal ly distressed communities, and

WHEREAS, coordi nati on anbng these prograns,
designations, and initiatives would enhance their
ef fectiveness in addressing the problens in these communiti es,
and

WHEREAS, busi nesses that are expanding or relocating
woul d be nore willing to invest in these comunities if these
busi nesses were aware of the opportunities and advant ages
avail abl e in such areas, and

WHEREAS, Enterprise Florida, Inc., as the principa
econom ¢ devel opnent organi zation for the state, is in regular
contact with existing, expanding, and relocating busi nesses
and is in a unique position to provide such businesses with
i nformati on on available sites and investnment incentives in
the state, and

WHEREAS, Enterprise Florida, Inc., is in a unique
position to narket urban core comunities and ot her
econom cal ly distressed conmunities to expandi ng and
rel ocating businesses, and to help coordi nate the various
prograns, designations, and initiatives designed to encourage
greater business investnent in such communities, NOW
THEREFORE,

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (2) of section 288.9015, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:
288.9015 Enterprise Florida, Inc.; purpose; duties.--
(2) It shall be the responsibility of Enterprise
Florida, Inc., to aggressively market Florida's economically
2
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di stressed rural comunities and econom cally distressed urban

communities as locations for potential new investnent, to
aggressively assist in the retention and expansi on of existing
busi nesses in these communities, and to aggressively assi st
these communities in the identification and devel opnent of new
econom ¢ devel opnent opportunities for job creation

(a) Enterprise Florida, Inc., shall develop a detail ed

pl an for the coordinated narketing of and use of federal

state, and local prograns designed to i nprove conditions in

econom cally distressed conmunities, including, but not

limted to, the Enterprise Zone Program under chapter 290, the

Front Porch Florida Initiative adm nistered by the Ofice of
Urban Opportunity under s. 14.2015, and the Tool kit for
Econoni c Devel opnment created under chapter 2000-290, Laws of
Fl ori da.

(b) The plan nmust include both strategic and operating

conponent s, including provisions for

1. Educating existing, expanding, and new and

rel ocati ng busi nesses about econonically distressed

communi ti es and specially designated areas, such as those

desi ghat ed under the Enterprise Zone Program or Front Porch

Florida Initiative, as potential sites for investnent;

2. Informng such busi nesses about the availability of

incentives that are designed specifically to encourage

i nvestnent in such communities and specially designated areas;

and
3. Using as fully as practicabl e general

econom c-devel opnent incentives in such comunities and

speci al | y desi gnated areas, such as the tax-refund program for

gualified target industry businesses under s. 288. 106,

hi gh-i npact performance grants under s. 288.108, the Quick
3
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Action Cosing Fund under s. 288.1088, and contracts for

transportati on projects under s. 288.063.

(c) Enterprise Florida, Inc., shall devel op neasures

to assess changes in the level of econonic investnent in

econom cally distressed conmunities and in specially

desi ghated areas, such as enterprise zones and Front Porch

Florida communities, and shall report data on perfornmance

related to the neasures as part of the annual report required

under s. 288.906. Enterprise Florida, Inc., may reconmend

i ncl usi on of the neasures devel oped under this paragraph in

the Legislature's annual process under chapter 216 of

revi ewi ng agency perfornmance neasures. In addition, Enterprise

Florida, Inc., nmay reconmend to the Legislature a nethod for

wei ghting the neasures devel oped under this paragraph as being

nore i nportant than other neasures of the econom c-devel opnent

organi zation's performance

(d) In carrying out the provisions of this subsection

Enterprise Florida, Inc., shall consult and coordinate with

ot her agenci es and organi zati ons engaged in activities rel ated

to economically distressed communities, including, but not

limted to:
1. The Departnent of Community Affairs;

2. The Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econonic

Devel opnent ;
3. The Ofice of Uban Opportunity;
4. Workforce Florida, Inc.; and
5 The Rural Econom ¢ Devel opnent |nitiative.

(e) Wrking with the organi zations specified in

paragraph (d), Enterprise Florida, Inc., shall nmaxim ze

opportunities to conbine and | everage econoni c-devel opnent

4
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1| prograns, designations, and initiatives in order to secure

2| job-creating projects for economcally distressed comunities.

3 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2001

4
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6 SENATE SUMVARY

7 Revi ses the duties of Enterprise Florida, Inc. Requires
that Enterprise Florida, Inc., develop a plan for ]

8 mar ket ng 1 ncentives designed to encourage investnment in
econom cal ly distressed conmunities. Requires EnterPrlse

9 Florida, Inc., to assess the changes in the level o
econom ¢ investnment. Requires that Enterprise Florida,

10 Inc., consult and coordinate with other agencies and
organi zati ons.
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