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Florida Senate - 2001 SB 1748
By the Cormittee on Health, Aging and Long-Term Care

317-1448-01
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to long-termcare; providing
legislative findings with respect to the needs
of the state's elderly population; requesting
that the Governor establish an interagency
panel to nmake recomrendati ons for coordinating
the services provided by state agencies and
increasing the quality of care provided to the
el derly; requiring the Agency for Health Care
Adm ni stration and the Departnent of Elderly
Affairs to inprove enforcenent of regulatory
st andards and adopt rul es governing nursing
hones and assisted living facilities; providing
| egislative findings and intent with respect to
| awsuits and the liability of nursing hones and
assisted living facilities; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. The Legislature finds that Florida does not

have a conprehensive strategy for economically and efficiently

neeting the needs of an increasingly elderly popul ation. The

Legi sl ature therefore requests the Governor to establish an

i nt eragency panel consisting of representatives fromthe

Agency for Health Care Adm nistration, the Departnent of

Elderly Affairs, and the Departnent of Children and Fanily

Servi ces, which shall analyze the state's long-termcare

system and make reconmendations for ensuring coordination

anong the agencies responsible for the long-termcare

conti nuum and nake recommendati ons to executive agenci es and
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the Legislature which are designed to increase the quality of

care and the use of noninstitutional settings to provide care

to the elderly.

Section 2. It is the intent of the Legislature to

i mprove the quality of long-termcare services provided in

this state. The Legislature directs the Agency for Health Care

Adm ni stration and the Departnent of Elderly Affairs to

i mprove enforcenent of regulatory standards and adopt rules to

increase the quality of care in nursing hones and assi sted

living facilities |licensed under part Il or part IIl of
chapter 400, Florida Statutes.
Section 3. The Legislature finds that | awsuits agai nst

nursing hones are rising. The Legislature finds that nursing

hones and assisted living facilities are experiencing

increases in liability insurance preni uns and i nsurance

conpanies are refusing to wite liability insurance coverage

for long-termcare facilities. It is the intent of the

Legi slature to exam ne the frequency of lawsuits and the

anounts of awards agai nst nursing hones and assisted |iving

facilities in this state.

Section 4. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Provides for the Governor_ to establish an interagency
panel to nmake recomrendations for coordinating séervitces
provided by state agencies to the e!derIY and for
|ncreaS|n? the quality of care provided to the elderly.
Requires that the Agency for Health Care Adm nistration
and the Departnent of Elfderly Affairs | nprove enforcenent

of standards and adopt rul es governln? nursi ng hones and
assisted living facilities. Provides that the Legislature
intends to exaimne the lawsuits and liability awards

agai nst nursing hones and assisted living facilities.
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