Florida Senate - 2001 SB 1904
By Senator Meek

36-1378-01

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to teacher certification

3 anending s. 231.17, F.S.; allowi ng the

4 Departnent of Education, in specified

5 ci rcunstances, to grant an extension of the

6 deadl i ne for achieving passing scores on the
7 Col | ege Level Academic Skills Test or on other
8 basic skills exam nations required by state

9 board rule to a person who has a docunented
10 |l earning disability; allowing the departnent to
11 wai ve, in specified circunstances, the

12 requi rement to achi eve passing scores on the
13 Col | ege Level Academic Skills Test or on other
14 basic skills exam nations required by state
15 board rule for a person who has a docunent ed
16 |l earning disability; allow ng the departnent,
17 in specified circunstances, to grant an

18 extensi on of the deadline for achieving passing
19 scores on the professional education conpetency
20 exam nation required by state board rule to a
21 t eacher who has a docunented | earning
22 disability; allowing the departnent, in
23 specified circunstances, to waive the
24 requi rement to achi eve passing scores on the
25 prof essi onal educati on conpetency exani nation
26 for a teacher who has a docunented | earning
27 disability; allowing the departnent, in
28 specified circunmstances, to grant to an
29 entry-level applicant for certification an
30 extension of time for attaining satisfactory
31 scores on an exanination that tests the
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1 applicant's mastery of general know edge;

2 providing an effective date.

3

4] Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

5

6 Section 1. Subsections (3), (5), (7), and (8) of

7| section 231.17, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

8 231.17 Teacher certification requirenents.--

9 (3) MASTERY OF GENERAL KNOW.EDGE. - -

10 (a) Before July 1, 2002, acceptable neans of

11 | denonstrating mastery of general know edge are:

12 1. Achievenent of passing scores on the Coll ege Leve
13 | Acadenmic Skills Test or other basic skills exam nations

14 | required by state board rule. The departnent may grant an

15 ) indefinite extension of the deadline for achieving passing
16 | scores on the College Level Academic Skills Test or on other
17 | basic skills exam nations required by state board rule to a
18 | person who has docunentation establishing that the person has
19 | dyslexia or another learning disability if the person has

20 | taken at | east one part of the exam nation each year and his
21| or her enploying school district requests the extension

22 2. A waiver of the requirenent to achi eve passing

23| scores on the College Level Acadenic Skills Test or on other
24 | basic skills exaninations required by state board rule, which
25| the departnent may grant only to a person who has

26 | docunent ati on establishing that the person has dyslexia or
27 | another learning disability, who has been enpl oyed as a

28 | teacher for at least 5 years and has consistently received
29 | satisfactory ratings fromhis or her enploying school district
30| or districts throughout that tine, and whose school district
31| requests the waiver;
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3.2 Achi evenent of passing scores on another state's
general know edge exami nati ons;

4.3- Avalid standard teaching certificate issued by
anot her state that requires an exam nation of mastery of
general know edge;

5.4- Avalid standard teaching certificate issued by
another state and valid certificate issued by the Nationa
Board for Professional Teachi ng Standards; or

6.5~ Avalid standard teaching certificate issued by
anot her state and docunentation of 2 years of continuous
successful full-tine teaching or adm nistrative experience
during the 5-year period inmediately preceding the date of
application for certification.

(b) Beginning July 1, 2002, acceptable neans of
denonstrating nmastery of general know edge are:

1. Achievenent of passing scores on basic skills
exam nation required by state board rul e;

2. Achi evenent of passing scores on the College Level
Acadenmic Skills Test earned prior to July 1, 2002, or receipt

of a waiver granted under subparagraph (a)2. before that date;

3. A waiver of the requirenent to achi eve passing

scores on a basic skills exam nation required by state board

rule, which the departnent nmay grant only to a teacher who has

docunent ati on establishing that the teacher has dyslexia or

another learning disability, who has been enployed as a

teacher for at |least 5 years and has consistently received

satisfactory ratings fromhis or her enploying school district

or districts throughout that tinme, and whose school district

requests the waiver;
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4.3- Avalid standard teaching certificate issued by
anot her state that requires an exam nation of mastery of
general know edge;

5.4- Avalid standard teaching certificate issued by
another state and valid certificate issued by the Nationa
Board for Professional Teachi ng Standards; or

6.5~ A valid standard teaching certificate issued by
anot her state and docunentation of 2 years of continuous
successful full-tine teaching or adm nistrative experience
during the 5-year period inmedi ately preceding the date of
application for certification.

(5) MASTERY OF PROFESSI ONAL PREPARATI ON AND EDUCATI ON
COVPETENCE. - -

(a) Before July 1, 2002, acceptable neans of
denonstrating mastery of professional preparation and
educati on conpetence are:

1. Achievenent of passing scores on the professiona
educati on conpetency exanination required by state board rul e,
and docunentation of one of the foll ow ng:

a. Completion of an approved teacher preparation
program at a postsecondary institution within this state;

b. Successful conpletion of an approved alternative
preparation program pursuant to paragraph (7)(b); or

c. Completion of professional preparation college
courses as specified in state board rule and successfu
conpl etion of a district professional education conpetence
program pursuant to paragraph (7)(c).

The departnent may grant an indefinite extension of the

deadl i ne for achi eving passing scores on the professiona

educati on conpetency exam nation required by state board rule
4
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to a teacher who has docunentation establishing that the

teacher has dyslexia or another learning disability if the

teacher has taken the exam nation each year and his or her

enpl oyi ng school district requests the extension. Furthernore,

the departnment may grant a waiver of the requirenment to

achi eve passing scores on the professional education

conpet ency exani nation to a teacher who has docunentation

establi shing that the teacher has dyslexia or another |earning

disability, who has been enployed as a teacher for at least 5

years and has consistently received satisfactory ratings from

his or her enploying school district or districts throughout

that tine, and whose school district requests the waiver.

2. Avalid standard teaching certificate issued by
another state and valid certificate issued by the Nationa
Board for Professional Teachi ng Standards; or

3. Awvalid standard teaching certificate issued by
anot her state and docunentation of 2 years of continuous
successful full-tinme teaching or administrative experience in
anot her state during the 5-year period i mediately precedi ng
the date of application for certification

(b) Beginning July 1, 2002, acceptable neans of
denonstrating mastery of professional preparation and
educati on conpetence are:

1. Conpletion of an approved teacher preparation
program at a postsecondary institution within this state;

2. Conmpletion of a teacher preparation programat a
post secondary institution outside Florida and achi evenent of
passi ng scores on the professional education conpetency
exam nation required by state board rul e;
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3. Awvalid standard teaching certificate issued by
anot her state that requires an exam nation of mastery of
prof essi onal educati on conpetence;

4. A valid standard teaching certificate issued by
another state and valid certificate issued by the Nationa
Board for Professional Teaching Standards;

5. Avalid standard teaching certificate issued by
anot her state and docunentation of 2 years of continuous
successful full-tine teaching or adm nistrative experience
during the 5-year period inmediately preceding the date of
application for certification; or

6. Successful conpletion of the Departnent of
Education's professional preparation and educati on conpetency
program outlined in paragraph (7)(a).

(7) PROFESSI ONAL PREPARATI ON AND EDUCATI ON COVPETENCY
PROGRAM - -

(a) By July 1, 2002, the Departnent of Education shal
devel op and each school district nust provide a cohesive
conpet ency- based preparation program by which nenbers of a
school district's instructional staff may satisfy the nmastery
of professional preparation and educati on conpetence
requirenments specified in rules of the State Board of
Education. Participants nust hold a state-issued tenporary
certificate. The programshall include the follow ng
conponent s:

1. Anninumperiod of initial preparation prior to
assuning duties as the teacher of record.

2. An option for collaboration between schoo
di stricts and other supporting agencies for inplenentation

3. Experienced peer nentors.

4. An assessnent that provides for
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a. An initial evaluation of each educator's
conpetenci es to determi ne an appropriate individualized
pr of essi onal devel opnent pl an

b. A postevaluation to assure successful conpletion of
t he program

5. Content know edge that includes, but is not linmted
to, the foll ow ng:

a. Requirenents specified in state board rule for
pr of essi onal preparati on.

b. The educator-acconplished practices approved by the
state board

c. Awvariety of data indicators for student progress.

d. Methodol ogi es, including technol ogy-based
net hodol ogi es, for teaching subject content that supports the
Sunshi ne State Standards for students.

e. Techniques for effective classroom nmanagenent.

f. Techniques and strategies for operationalizing the
role of the teacher in assuring a safe | earning environment
for students.

g. Methodol ogies for assuring the ability of al
students to read, wite, and conpute.

6. Required achievenent of passing scores on the
prof essi onal educati on conpetency exami nation required by
state board rule.

(b) Until July 1, 2002, each school district may
devel op and nmamintain an alternative certification program by
whi ch nenbers of the district's instructional staff may
satisfy the professional education course requirenents
specified in rules of the state board for issuance of a
prof essional certificate. The state board nust adopt, by rule,
standards and guidelines for the approval of alternative
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certification prograns. Each approved program nust include
net hods for identifying each applicant's entry-Ievel teaching
conpet enci es and nust require each applicant to:

1. Have expertise in the subject and neet requirenents
for specialization in a subject area for which a professiona
certificate may be issued under this chapter and rules of the
state board

2. Conplete training in only those conpetency areas in
whi ch deficiencies are identified.

3. Complete the programwithin 2 years after initial
enpl oynent as a nenber of the district's instructional staff.

4. Achi eve passing scores on the professiona
educati on conpetency exam nation required by state board rule
or receive a waiver of this requirenent by having

docunent ati on establishing dysl exia or another | earning

disability.

Each district school board nmay expend educational training
funds provided under ss. 231.600 and 236.081 to i nplenent the
provi sions of this paragraph. The departnent nust approve
prograns and systens devel oped to denonstrate professiona
preparation and educati on conpetence authorized by this

par agr aph.

(c) Until July 1, 2002, each school district nust
devel op and mmintain a system by whi ch nenbers of the
district's instructional staff nmay denonstrate nastery of
prof essi onal educati on conpetence as required by |aw. Each
district's program nust be based on cl assroom application and
i nstructional performance and nust include a performance
eval uation plan for docunenting the denonstration of required
prof essi onal educati on conpetence. Each individual enployed as
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a nenber of the district's instructional staff nust
denonstrate such mastery within the first year after
enpl oynment, unl ess the individual

1. Has conpleted an approved teacher preparation
program at a postsecondary institution within this state;

2. Has a valid teaching certificate issued by another
state and denpnstrated at |east 2 years of successfu
full-tinme teaching experience in another state; or

3. Is participating in the district's alternate
certification programoutlined in paragraph (b).

Each district school board may expend educational training
funds provided under ss. 231.600 and 236.081 to i nplenent the
provi sions of this paragraph. The departnent nust approve
prograns and systens devel oped to denonstrate professiona
educati on conpetence authorized by this paragraph

(8) EXAM NATI ONS. - -

(a) The Commi ssioner of Education, with the approval
of the State Board of Education, may contract for devel oping,
printing, adm nistering, scoring, and appropriate analysis of
the witten exam nations required.

(b) The state board shall, by rule, specify the
exam nation scores that are required for the issuance of a
professional certificate and tenporary certificate. Such rules
nmust define generic subject area conpetencies and nust
establ i sh uniform eval uati on gui delines. Individuals who apply
for their professional certificate before July 1, 2000, may
denonstrate nmastery of general know edge pursuant to the
alternative nethod specified by state board rule which nust:

1. Apply only to an applicant who has successfully
conpleted all prerequisites for issuance of the professiona
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certificate, except passing one specific subtest of the
Col | ege Level Academic Skills Test, and who has taken and
failed to achieve a passing score on that subtest at | east
four tines.

2. Require notification fromthe superintendent of
school s of the enploying school district, the governing
authority of the enploying devel opnental research school, or
the governing authority of the enploying state-supported
school or nonpublic school that the applicant has
satisfactorily denonstrated mastery of the subject area
covered by that specific subtest through successful experience
in the professional application of generic subject area
conpet enci es and proficient acadeni c perfornance in that
subj ect area. The decision of the superintendent of schools or
governing authority shall be based on a review of the
applicant's official academ c transcript and notification from
the applicant's principal, a peer teacher, and a
district-level supervisor that the applicant has denonstrated
successful professional experience in that subject area.

(c) The state board shall designate the certification
areas for subject area exaninations. However, until July 1,
2002, an applicant may satisfy the subject area and
prof essi onal educati on conpetence testing requirenents by
attai ning scores on correspondi ng exam nations fromthe
Nat i onal Teachers Exam nation series, or a successor to that
series, that neet standards established by the state board.
Until July 1, 2002, the College Level Academic Skills Test, a
simlar exam nation approved by the state board, correspondi ng
exam nations fromthe Nati onal Teachers Exam nation series, or
ot her acceptabl e nmeans pursuant to subsection (3) nust be used
to denonstrate mastery of general know edge as required in
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subsection (2). At the request of a school district that has

contracted to hire the applicant, the departnent may grant to

an applicant who has docunentati on establishing that the

appl i cant has dyslexia or another learning disability an

extension of time for attaining satisfactory scores on an

exam nation intended to denonstrate the applicant's mastery of

general know edge. All required exam nations nay be taken

prior to graduation. An applicant who has passed the reading,
writing, and mat hematics subtest of the former Florida Teacher
Certification Exam nation or has previously passed the Coll ege
Level Academic Skills Test is not required to take the Coll ege
Level Academic Skills Test.

(d) If an applicant takes an exani nation devel oped by
this state and does not achieve the score necessary for
certification, the applicant may review his or her conpleted
exam nation and bring to the attention of the departnent any
errors that would result in a passing score.

(e) For any exam nation devel oped by this state, the
departnment and the state board shall mamintain confidentiality
of the exam nation, devel opnental materials, and workpapers,
which are exenpt froms. 119.07(1).

(f) By July 1, 2002, the exani nations used for
denonstration of mastery of general know edge, professiona
educati on conpetence, and subject area know edge shall be
aligned with student standards approved by the state board.
The delivery systemfor these exami nations shall provide for
overall efficiency, user-friendly application, reasonable
accessibility to prospective teachers, and pronpt attai nnent
of examination results. The exam nation of conpetency for
denonstrati on of subject area know edge shall be sufficiently
conpr ehensi ve to assess subject matter expertise for
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i ndi vi dual s who have acqui red subject know edge either through
coll ege credit or by other neans.

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2001.

R S I R R Rk kb O I R Ik S kI R Rk I S

SENATE SUMVARY

Aut hori zes the DePartnent of Education to grant to anK
person who is applying for teacher certification who has
a docunented learning disability an indefinite extension
of time for achieving passing scores on exam nations that
test general know edge and on exam nations that test

prof eSsi onal conpetency if the person fulfills specified
requirenents and if the school district that enploys the
person requests the extension or waiver. AuthorizesS the
departnent, in_specified circunstances, to grant an
extension of time to attain satisfactaory scores on an
exam nation that tests general know edgé to an
entry-level applicant for teacher certification
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