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By the Conmittee on Rules, Ethics & Elections and
Representative Goodlette

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to elections; anending s.

3 97.021, F.S.; defining the terns "error in the
4 vote tabul ation" and "provisional ballot";

5 revising the definition of "prinmary el ection”
6 anmending s. 100.061, F.S.; providing for a

7 single primary election, including the date for
8 hol di ng that el ection; providing that

9 candi dates receiving the hi ghest nunber of

10 votes in the primary election are decl ared

11 nom nat ed; providing a nethod for deciding tie
12 votes; repealing s. 100.091, F.S., relating to
13 the second prinmary el ection, to conform

14 repealing s. 100.096, F.S., relating to the

15 hol di ng of special elections in conjunction

16 with the second prinary el ection, to conform
17 anendi ng ss. 97.055, 97.071, 97.1031, and

18 98.081, F.S., relating to restrictions on

19 changing party affiliation between primary
20 el ections, to conform anending s. 99.063,
21 F.S.; revising the date to designate a
22 Li eut enant Governor running nmate, to conform
23 anending s. 101.62, F.S.; revising the dates
24 for mailing absentee ballots to absent electors
25 overseas and elininating advance absentee
26 ballots, to conform anending ss. 10.1008,
27 99. 061, 99.095, 99.103, 100.071, 100.081
28 100. 111, 100.141, 101.141, 101.251, 101.252,
29 102. 012, 103.021, 103.022, 103.091, 105.031
30 105. 041, 105.051, 106.07, and 106.29, F.S.
31 revising and deleting references, to conform
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1 anending s. 106.08, F.S.; increasing canpaign

2 contribution limts; providing penalties;

3 revising and deleting references to the prinmary
4 el ections, to conform creating s. 98.0977,

5 F.S.; providing for devel opnent of a statew de
6 voter registration database; authorizing the

7 Departnent of State to hold the copyright to

8 t he database software as provided by | aw,

9 providing for update of infornmation in the

10 dat abase; providing for an operational date;

11 providing that funding shall be as provided for
12 in the General Appropriations Act; creating s
13 98.0979, F.S.; providing that voter

14 registration information is public except for
15 i nformati on nade confidential by [aw, providing
16 requi renents for securing copies of any voter
17 registration information; creating s. 101.048,
18 F.S.; authorizing and providing requirenents

19 for provisional ballots, including the
20 canvassi ng thereof; anending s. 101.045, F. S
21 requiring verification of an elector's
22 eligibility if the elector's nane is not on the
23 precinct register; authorizing the voting of a
24 provisional ballot if eligibility cannot be
25 determ ned; anmending s. 101.5614, F.S.
26 relating to the canvass of returns; providing
27 for provisional ballots, to conform anending
28 s. 101.69, F.S.; allowing a voter who has
29 requested an absentee ballot and who decides to
30 vote at the polls on election day to vote a
31 provisional ballot, if the absentee ballot is
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1 not returned; anending s. 102.111, F. S

2 revi sing nenbership of the El ections Canvassing
3 Conmi ssion; revising provisions for filling

4 vacanci es on the conmi ssion; anendi ng s.

5 102. 112, F.S.; revising the deadline for

6 subm ssion of county returns to the Depart nment
7 of State followi ng the general election

8 elimnating reference to the second prinary

9 el ection; providing that late returns shall be
10 i gnored; providing an exception due to an

11 energency; elimnating provisions establishing
12 fines for late reporting; anending s. 102. 141,
13 F.S.; clarifying canvassing procedures relating
14 to election recounts; providing conditions

15 under which a manual recount is required;

16 anending s. 102. 166, F.S.; nodifying protest

17 procedures and deadlines for requesting a

18 manual recount; providing for the use of

19 certain standards for determining voter intent;
20 anending s. 102. 167, F.S.; providing the form
21 of protest of election returns with the

22 El ecti ons Canvassi ng Conmi ssion; anending s

23 102. 168, F.S.; providing that an unsuccessfu

24 candidate is a proper party to bring an

25 el ection contest for certain elections;

26 providing that any taxpayer is a proper party
27 to bring an election contest for elections

28 involving a referendum clarifying the

29 ci rcunst ances under which a person nmay bring an
30 el ection contest; providing that the El ections
31 Canvassing Comrission is a defendant in certain
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contested el ections; renoving certain authority
of circuit judges to fashion orders relating to
contests; anending s. 99.096, F.S.; providing
conditions for automatic ball ot access for

m nor party candidates without having to pay a
filing fee or qualify by the alternative

net hod, if otherw se qualified; providing an

ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsections (11) through (20) and (22)

t hrough (30) of section 97.021, Florida Statutes, are
renunbered as subsections (12) through (21) and (24) through
(32), respectively, present subsection (21) is renunbered as
subsection (22) and anended, and new subsections (11) and (23)
are added to said section, to read:

97.021 Definitions.--For the purposes of this code,
except where the context clearly indicates otherw se, the
term

(11) "Error in the vote tabulation" neans the failure

of a vote tabulation systemto count a vote for a candidate

when the voter's intent is clearly ascertainable.

(21) "Prinmary el ection" neans an election held
precedi ng the general election for the purpose of noninating a
party noninee to be voted for in the general election to fil
a national, state, county, or district office. The f+st
primary election is a nomnation or elimnation election—the

ot i b ooy o
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(23) "Provisional ballot" neans a ballot issued to a

voter by the election board at the polling place on election

day for one of the foll ow ng reasons:

(a) The voter's nane does not appear on the precinct

regi ster and verification of the voter's eligibility cannot be

det er ni ned.
(b) There is an indication on the precinct register

that the voter has requested an absentee ballot and the voter

does not return the absentee ballot to the el ection board at

t he precinct.

Section 2. Section 100.061, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

100. 061 F+st Primary election.--1n each year in which
a general election is held, a f++st primary election for

nom nation of candidates of political parties shall be held on
the second Tuesday in Septenber 9—weeks—prior—to—the—general
eteetien. The Eaeh candi date receiving the highest nunber a
wajori+ty of the votes cast in each contest in the f+st
primary el ection shall be declared noninated for such office.

If two or nore persons receive an equal and hi ghest nunber of

votes for the sane office, such persons shall drawlots to

determ ne who shall receive the nom nation. A—secoentd—pritaty
I . hal—be—held et . . .
. hied i I . ot
Section 3. Sections 100.091 and 100. 096, Florida
Statutes, are repeal ed
Section 4. Section 10.1008, Florida Statutes, is
anended to read:

10. 1008 Applicability.--This joint resolution applies
with respect to the qualification, nomnation, and el ection of
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nmenbers of the Legislature in the primary pri+asies and
general elections eteet+orr to be held in 1992 and thereafter

Section 5. Subsection (1) of section 97.055, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

97. 055 Registration books; when closed for an
el ection. --

(1) The registration books nmust be closed on the 29th
day before each election and nust remain closed until after
that election. If an election is called and there are fewer
than 29 days before that election, the registration books mnust
be closed i medi ately. Wen the registration books are cl osed
for an election, voter registration and party changes nust be

accepted but only for the purpose of subsequent el ections.

Section 6. Subsection (3) of section 97.071, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

97.071 Registration identification card.--

(3) In the case of a change of nane, address, or party
affiliation, the supervisor nust issue the voter a new
registration identification card. Hewever—ategistration
o e . e . TINRI I I

Section 7. Subsection (3) of section 97.1031, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

97.1031 Notice of change of residence within the sane
county, change of nane, or change of party.--
6
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1 (3) When an el ector seeks to change party affiliation
2| the elector nmust provide a signed, witten notification of

3| such intent to the supervisor and obtain a registration

4| identification card reflecting the new party affiliations-

5 | subjeet—tothe—issuance—restreti-on—itn——s—9%073).

6 Section 8. Subsection (1) of section 98.081, Florida

7| Statutes, is anended to read:

8 98.081 Nanmes renoved fromregi stration books;

9| restrictions on reregistering; recordkeeping; restoration of
10| erroneously or illegally renoved nanes. --

11 (1) Any person who requested that his or her nane be
12 | renoved fromthe registration books between the book-cl osing
13 | date of the f+st primary el ection and the date of the

14 | subsequent general el ection seeont—prmrary my not register in
15) a different political party during the period uatit+ after the
16 | date of the seecend primary el ection and before the date of the
17 | subsequent general el ection

18 Section 9. Subsections (1), (2), and (8) of section

191 99.061, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

20 99.061 Method of qualifying for nom nation or election
21| to federal, state, county, or district office.--

22 (1) The provisions of any special act to the contrary
23 | notwi t hstandi ng, each person seeking to qualify for nomi nation
24 | or election to a federal, state, or multicounty district

25| office, other than election to a judicial office as defined in
26 | chapter 105 or the office of school board nmenber, shall file
27 | his or her qualification papers with, and pay the qualifying
28 | fee, which shall consist of the filing fee and el ection

29 | assessnent, and party assessnent, if any has been levied, to,
30| the Departnent of State, or qualify by the alternative nethod
31| with the Departnent of State, at any tine after noon of the
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1| 1st day for qualifying, which shall be as follows: the 120th
2| day prior to the f++rst primary el ection, but not |later than

3 | noon of the 116th day prior to the date of the st primary
4| election, for persons seeking to qualify for nom nation or

5] election to federal office; and noon of the 50th day prior to
6| the H+st prinmary el ection, but not later than noon of the

7| 46th day prior to the date of the st prinmary el ection, for
8 | persons seeking to qualify for nom nation or election to a

9| state or nmulticounty district office.

10 (2) The provisions of any special act to the contrary
11 | notwi t hst andi ng, each person seeking to qualify for nonination
12| or election to a county office, or district or special

13| district office not covered by subsection (1), shall file his
14 | or her qualification papers with, and pay the qualifying fee,
15 | which shall consist of the filing fee and el ecti on assessnent,
16 | and party assessnent, if any has been levied, to, the

17 | supervisor of elections of the county, or shall qualify by the
18 | alternative nethod with the supervisor of elections, at any
19 | tine after noon of the 1st day for qualifying, which shall be
20| the 50th day prior to the f++st primary el ection or speci al
21 | district election, but not |ater than noon of the 46th day

22 | prior to the date of the st primary el ection or special

23 | district election. Wien However—i+Ff a special district

24 | election is held at the sane tine as the secoend—pritary—or

25| general election, qualifying shall also be the 50th day prior
26 | to the fHH+st prinary el ection, but not l[ater than noon of the
27 | 46th day prior to the date of the #+st prinmary el ection

28 | Wthin 30 days after the closing of qualifying tine, the

29 | supervisor of elections shall remt to the secretary of the
30| state executive conmittee of the political party to which the
31 | candi date bel ongs the anount of the filing fee, two-thirds of
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1| which shall be used to pronpte the candi dacy of candi dates for
2| county offices and the candi dacy of nenbers of the

3| Legislature.

4 (8) Notwithstanding the qualifying period prescribed
5] by this section, in each year in which the Legislature

6 | apportions the state, the qualifying period for persons

7 | seeking to qualify for nom nation or election to federa

8| office shall be between noon of the 57th day prior to the

9| H+st primary election, but not |ater than noon of the 53rd
10 | day prior to the st primary el ection

11 Section 10. Subsections (1), (2), and (4) of section
121 99.063, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

13 99. 063 Candi dates for Governor and Lieutenant

14 | Governor. --

15 (1) No later than 5 p.m of the 9th 6th day foll ow ng
16 | the secend prinmary el ection, each candidate for Governor shal
17 | designate a Lieutenant Governor as a running mate. Such

18 | designation nust be made in witing to the Departnment of

19| State.

20 (2) No later than 5 p.m of the 9th 6th day follow ng
21| the second prinary el ection, each designated candi date for

22 | Lieutenant Governor shall file with the Departnent of State:
23 (a) The candidate's oath required by s. 99.021, which
24 | must contain the nane of the candidate as it is to appear on
25| the ballot; the office sought; and the signature of the

26 | candi date, duly acknow edged.

27 (b) The loyalty oath required by s. 876.05, signed by
28 | the candi date and duly acknow edged.

29 (c) If the office sought is partisan, the witten

30| statenent of political party affiliation required by s.

31| 99.021(1)(b).
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1 (d) The full and public disclosure of financial

2| interests pursuant tos. 8, Art. |l of the State Constitution
3 (4) In order to have the nane of the candidate for

4 | Li eutenant Governor printed on the f+st—or—second prinary

5] election ballot, a candidate for Governor participating in the
6| primary nust designate the candidate for Lieutenant Governor
7 | and the designated candidate nust qualify no later than the

8| end of the qualifying period specified ins. 99.061. |If the
9 | candidate for Lieutenant Governor has not been desi gnated and
10| has not qualified by the end of the qualifying period

11 | specified in s. 99.061, the phrase "Not Yet Designated" nust
12 | be included in lieu of the candidate's nane on the primary

13 | el ecti on ball ot batH-eots—and—en—-advance—absentee—battotsfor
14 | the—general—eteetion.

15 Section 11. Subsection (1) of section 99.095, Florida
16 | Statutes, is anended to read:

17 99.095 Alternative nethod of qualifying.--

18 (1) A person seeking to qualify for nonmination to any
19| office may qualify to have his or her nanme placed on the

20| ballot for the #H+st prinmary el ection by neans of the

21 | petitioning process prescribed in this section. A person

22 | qualifying by this alternative nethod shall not be required to
23| pay the qualifying fee or party assessment required by this
24 | chapter. A person using this petitioning process shall file
25 ] an oath with the officer before whomthe candi date woul d

26 | qualify for the office stating that he or she intends to

27 | qualify by this alternative nethod for the office sought. If
28 | the person is running for an office which will be grouped on
29 | the ballot with two or nore simlar offices to be filled at
30| the sane election, the candidate nust indicate in his or her
31| oath for which group or district office he or she is running.
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The oath shall be filed at any tine after the first Tuesday
after the first Monday in January of the year in which the
f++st primary election is held, but prior to the 21st day
preceding the first day of the qualifying period for the

of fice sought. The Departnent of State shall prescribe the
formto be used in admnistering and filing such oath. No

si gnatures shall be obtained by a candidate on any noninating
petition until the candidate has filed the oath required in
this section. |If the person is running for an office which
will be grouped on the ballot with two or nore sinmilar offices
to be filled at the sane election and the petition does not
indicate the group or district office for which the person is
runni ng, the signatures obtained on such petition will not be
count ed.

Section 12. Section 99.103, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

99. 103 Departnent of State to remt part of filing
fees and party assessnents of candidates to state executive
conmittee. --

(1) If nore than three-fourths of the full authorized
nmenbership of the state executive comittee of any party was
el ected at the last previous election for such nenbers and if
such party is declared by the Departnent of State to have
recorded on the registration books of the counties, as of the
first Tuesday after the first Monday in January prior to the
f++st primary election in general election years, 5 percent of
the total registration of such counties when added toget her
such commttee shall receive, for the purpose of neeting its
expenses, all filing fees collected by the Departnent of State
fromits candi dates | ess an anmount equal to 15 percent of the
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1| filing fees, which anount the Departnent of State shal

2 | deposit in the General Revenue Fund of the state.

3 (2) Not later than 20 days after the cl ose of

4| qualifying in even-nunbered years, the Departnent of State

5| shall remt 95 percent of all filing fees, |ess the anpunt

6 | deposited in general revenue pursuant to subsection (1), or

7| party assessnments that nmay have been collected by the

8 | departnent to the respective state executive commttees of the
9| parties conplying with subsection (1). Party assessnents

10| collected by the Departnent of State shall be renitted to the
11 | appropriate state executive commttee, irrespective of other
12 | requirenents of this section, provided such committee is duly
13 | organi zed under the provisions of chapter 103. The renai nder
14| of filing fees or party assessnents collected by the

15| Departnent of State shall be renitted to the appropriate state
16 | executive comittees not |ater than the date of the f+st

17 | primary el ecti on.

18 Section 13. Subsection (2) of section 100.071, Florida
19 | Statutes, is anended to read:

20 100. 071 Gouping of candidates on primary el ection

21 | ball ot battots. --

22 (2) Each noninee of a political party chosen in the
23| primary el ecti on pri+war+es shall appear on the genera

24 | election ballot in the sane nunbered group or district as on
25| the primary el ection ballot.

26 Section 14. Section 100.081, Florida Statutes, is

27 | anended to read:

28 100. 081 Contdueting—primary—etecttons-Noni nati on of

29 | county comri ssioners at prinmary election.--The primary

30 | el ection eteeti+ons shall provide for the nom nation of county
31
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1| comissioners by the qualified electors of such county at the
2| tinme and place set for voting on other county officers.

3 Section 15. Paragraph (c) of subsection (1),

4 | subsection (3), paragraph (a) of subsection (4), and

5| subsection (5) of section 100.111, Florida Statutes, are

6 | anended to read:

7 100. 111 Filling vacancy. --

8 (1)

9 (c) If such a vacancy occurs prior to the f+st

10 | primary election but on or after the first day set by law for
11| qualifying, the Secretary of State shall set dates for

12 | qualifying for the unexpired portion of the termof such

13 | office. Any person seeking nonination or election to the

14 | unexpired portion of the termshall qualify within the tine
15| set by the Secretary of State. |If tine does not permt party
16 | noninations to be made in conjunction with the H+st—and

17 | second primary el ecti on eteetioens, the Governor nay call a

18 | special prinmary el ecti on—aneh—+F—neecessary—asecontd—special
19 | primary—eteetionto sel ect party noninees for the unexpired
20 | portion of such term

21 (3) \Whenever there is a vacancy for which a special
22 | election is required pursuant to s. 100.101(1)-(4), the

23 | Governor, after consultation with the Secretary of State,

24 | shall fix the date of a special f+st prinmary el ecti on—a

25 | speciatl—second——primary—etection,-and a special el ection

26 | Nomi nees of political parties other than ninor politica

27 | parties shall be chosen under the primary laws of this state
28| in the special primary el ecti on eteetions to becone candi dates
29| in the special election. Prior to setting the special

30| el ection dates, the Governor shall consider any upcomni ng

31| elections in the jurisdiction where the special election wll
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1| be held. The dates fixed by the Governor shall be specific

2 | days certain and shall not be established by the happening of
3| acondition or stated in the alternative. The dates fixed

4 | shall provide a m ninum of 2 weeks between each election. In
5| the event a vacancy occurs in the office of state senator or

6 | menber of the House of Representatives when the Legislature is
7] in regul ar tegrstative session, the nininumtines prescribed

8 | by this subsection nmay be wai ved upon concurrence of the

9 | Governor, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the
10 | President of the Senate. |f a vacancy occurs in the office of
11| state senator and no session of the Legislature is schedul ed
12| to be held prior to the next general election, the Governor

13| may fix the dates for the any special primary el ection and fer
14 | the special election to coincide with the dates of the #+st
15 | ant——secend prinmary el ection and the general election. |If a

16 | vacancy in office occurs in any district in the state Senate
17 | or House of Representatives or in any congressional district,
18 | and no session of the Legislature, or session of Congress if
19 | the vacancy is in a congressional district, is scheduled to be
20| held during the unexpired portion of the term the Governor is
21| not required to call a special election to fill such vacancy.
22 (a) The dates for candidates to qualify in such

23 | special election or special primary election shall be fixed by
24 | the Departnent of State, and candi dates shall qualify not

25| later than noon of the |last day so fixed. The dates fixed for
26 | qualifying shall allow a mnimum of 14 days between the | ast
27 | day of qualifying and the special #+st prinmary el ection

28 (b) The filing of canpai gn expense statenents by

29 | candi dates in such special primary el ection eteetioens or

30 | special election priwar+es and by comrittees naking

31| contributions or expenditures to influence the results of such
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special primary el ection priwaries or special el ection
eteetions shall be not |ater than such dates as shall be fixed
by the Departnent of State, and in fixing such dates the

Departnent of State shall take into consideration and be
governed by the practical tine linmtations.

(c) The dates for a candidate to qualify by the
alternative nethod in such special primary el ection or special
el ection shall be fixed by the Departnent of State. In fixing
such dates the Departnent of State shall take into
consi derati on and be governed by the practical tine
limtations. Any candi date seeking to qualify by the
alternative nethod in a special primary el ection shall obtain
25 percent of the signatures required by s. 99.095, s.

99. 0955, or s. 99.096, as applicable.

(d) The qualifying fees and party assessnents of such
candi dates as may qualify shall be the sane as collected for
the sane office at the last previous primary for that office.
The party assessnent shall be paid to the appropriate
executive committee of the political party to which the
candi dat e bel ongs.

(e) Each county canvassing board shall nake as speedy
a return of the results resutt of such special prinmary
el ecti on eteetions and special el ection prirmartes as tine wll

permt, and the El ections Canvassi ng Conmi ssion |ikew se shal
nmake as speedy a canvass and decl aration of the noni nees as
time will permt.

(4)(a) In the event that death, resignation
wi thdrawal , renmoval, or any other cause or event should cause
a party to have a vacancy in nomination which | eaves no
candi date for an office fromsuch party, the Governor shall,
after conferring with the Secretary of State, call a special

15
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primary el ection antg—+f—hnecessary—asecond——specia—priary
eteetion to select for such office a nominee of such politica
party. The dates on which candidates may qualify for such
special primary election shall be fixed by the Departnent of
State, and the candidates shall qualify no |ater than noon of
the last day so fixed. The filing of canpai gn expense
statements by candidates in a special primary election

prrar+es shall not be later than such dates as shall be fixed
by the Departnent of State. |In fixing such dates, the
Departnent of State shall take into consideration and be
governed by the practical tine linmtations. The qualifying
fees and party assessnent of such candidates as may qualify
shall be the sane as collected for the sane office at the | ast
previous primary for that office. Each county canvassing
board shall nake as speedy a return of the results of such
special primary el ection priwar+es as tinme will pernit, and

the El ections Canvassi ng Comi ssion shall |ikew se nake as
speedy a canvass and decl aration of the nomnees as tine wll
permt.

(5) In the event of unforeseeable circunstances not
contenplated in these general election |aws concerning the
calling and hol ding of a special primary el ection eteetions
and a special election eteetiens resulting fromcourt order or
ot her unpredictable circunstances, the Departnent of State
shal |l have the authority to provide for the conduct of orderly
el ections.

Section 16. Subsection (2) of section 100.141, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

100. 141 Notice of special election to fill any vacancy
in office or nomnation.--

16
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(2) The Departnent of State shall prepare a notice
stating what offices and vacancies are to be filled in the
special election, the dates date set for the each speci al

primary election and the special election, the dates fixed for
qgualifying for office, the dates fixed for qualifying by the
alternative nethod, and the dates fixed for filing canpaign
expense statenents.

Section 17. Subsection (6) of section 101.141, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

101. 141 Specifications for prinmary el ection
ballot.--1n counties in which voting nachines are not used,
and in other counties for use as absentee ballots not designed
for tabulation by an electronic or el ectronechanical voting
system the primary election ballot shall conformto the
fol l owi ng specifications:

(6) Should the above directions for conplete
preparation of the ballot be insufficient, the Departnment of
State shall determine and prescribe any additional matter or
form The Departnent of State shall, not |ess than 60 days
prior to the #+rst primary election, nail to each supervisor
of elections the format of the ballot to be used for the
primary el ection.

Section 18. Subsection (1) of section 101.251, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

101. 251 Information which supervisor of elections nust
print on ballots.--

(1) The supervisor of elections of each county shal
print, on the general election ballots to be used in such
county, the nanes of candi dates nom nated by primary el ection
or special primary el ecti on eteetions or selected by the
appropriate executive conmittee of any political party.

17
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1 Section 19. Subsection (2) of section 101.252, Florida
2| Statutes, is anended to read:

3 101. 252 Candidates entitled to have nanes printed on

4 | certain ballots; exception.--

5 (2) Any candidate for party executive conmittee nenber
6 | who has qualified as prescribed by lawis entitled to have his
7| or her nane printed on the f+st prinmary el ecti on ball ot.

8 | However, when there is only one candidate of any politica

9| party qualified for such an office, the nane of the candi date
10| shall not be printed on the #+st primary el ection ballot, and
11 | such candi date shall be declared elected to the state or

12 | county executive committee.

13 Section 20. Paragraph (a) of subsection (4) and

14 | subsection (7) of section 101.62, Florida Statutes, are

15 | anended to read:

16 101. 62 Request for absentee ballots.--

17 (4)(a) To each absent qualified elector overseas who
18 | has requested an absentee ballot, the supervisor of elections
19 | shall, not fewer than 35 days before the f++st primary

20| el ection and not fewer than 45 days before the genera

21| election, nmail an absentee ballot. Net—fewer—than45—tdays

22 | betore—the—secontdprimary—antd—general—etection—the—Supervi-sor
23 | of—etections—shaH—mait—an—advance—absenteebattot—totheose
24 | persons—reguesting—baHotsftor—such—etecttons—The—advance
25 | absentee—batHot—for—the—secondpritary—shaH—be—the—sare—=as
26 | the—frst—primary—absentee—baHot—as—to—thenanes—of

27 | eantdi-dates,—exeept—that—for—any—offieces—where—there—are—onkty
28 i _— e | oty it ead

29 . . e et . .

30 | providetd—in—s—99-063(4)—theadvance—absentee—batot—Ffor—the
31 | general—etecti-on—shatt—be—as—speeified—ins—101+-15L,—except

18
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(7) &)y For the purposes of this section, "absent

qual i fied el ector overseas" neans:

(a) = Menbers of the Armed Forces while in the active
service who are permanent residents of the state and are
temporarily residing outside the territorial linmts of the
United States and the District of Col unbia;

(b) 2~ Menbers of the Merchant Marine of the United
States who are pernanent residents of the state and are
tenmporarily residing outside the territorial limts of the
United States and the District of Colunbia; and

(c)3- Oher citizens of the United States who are
permanent residents of the state and are tenporarily residing

19
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1| outside the territorial limts of the United States and the
2| District of Col unbia,
3
4| who are qualified and registered as provi ded by | aw
5 (8) tb)y Notwi t hstandi ng any other provision of law to
6| the contrary, there shall appear on the ballots sent to absent
7| qualified el ectors overseas, in addition to the nanes of the
8 | candi dates for each office, the political party affiliation of
9 | each candidate for each office, other than a nonpartisan
10 | of fice.
11 te)—Wth—respeet—torarked—bat-toets—raitedbyabsent
12 Lt edel ’ I I e 1 it
13 | APO—FPO—or—Ttoreirgn—postmark—shat—be—considered—vatt—
14 Section 21. Subsection (8) of section 102.012, Florida
15| Statutes, is anended to read:
16 102. 012 Inspectors and clerks to conduct el ections.--
17 (8) The supervisor of elections shall conduct training
18 | for inspectors, clerks, and deputy sheriffs prior to each
19 | ++st prinmary, general, and special election for the purpose
20| of instructing such persons in their duties and
21 | responsibilities as election officials. A certificate my be
22 | i ssued by the supervisor of elections to each person
23 | conpl eting such training. No person shall serve as an
24 | inspector, clerk, or deputy sheriff for an el ection unless
25 | such person has conpleted the training as required. A person
26 | who has attended previous training conducted within 2 years of
27 | the election may be appoi nted by the supervisor to fill a
28 | vacancy on election day. |If no person with prior training is
29 | available to fill such vacancy, the supervisor of elections
30| may fill such vacancy in accordance with the provisions of
31
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subsection (9) from anong persons who have not received the
training required by this section

Section 22. Subsection (3) and paragraph (b) of
subsection (4) of section 103.021, Florida Statutes, are
amended to read:

103. 021 Nomination for presidential
el ectors.--Candi dates for presidential electors shall be
nonm nated in the followi ng manner

(3) Candidates for President and Vice President with
no party affiliation may have their nanmes printed on the
general election ballots if a petition is signed by 1 percent
of the registered electors of this state, as shown by the
conpilation by the Departnent of State for the last preceding
general election. A separate petition fromeach county for
whi ch signatures are solicited shall be submitted to the
supervi sor of elections of the respective county no |later than
July 15 of each presidential election year. The supervisor
shall check the nanes and, on or before the date of the f+rst
primary election, shall certify the nunber shown as registered
el ectors of the county. The supervisor shall be paid by the
person requesting the certification the cost of checking the
petitions as prescribed in s. 99.097. The supervisor shal
then forward the certificate to the Departnent of State which
shal | determ ne whether or not the percentage factor required
in this section has been net. Wen the percentage factor
required in this section has been net, the Departnent of State
shal | order the nanes of the candi dates for whomthe petition
was circulated to be included on the ballot and shall pernit
the required nunber of persons to be certified as electors in
t he sane nmanner as party candi dat es.

(4)

21
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(b) A minor party that is not affiliated with a
nati onal party holding a national convention to noninate
candi dates for President and Vice President of the United
States may have the nanes of its candi dates for President and
Vice President printed on the general election ballot if a
petition is signed by 1 percent of the registered el ectors of
this state, as shown by the conpilation by the Departnent of
State for the preceding general election. A separate petition
fromeach county for which signatures are solicited shall be
submtted to the supervisors of elections of the respective
county no later than July 15 of each presidential election
year. The supervisor shall check the nanes and, on or before
the date of the H+st primary election, shall certify the
nunber shown as registered electors of the county. The
supervi sor shall be paid by the person requesting the
certification the cost of checking the petitions as prescribed
ins. 99.097. The supervisor shall then forward the
certificate to the Departnent of State, which shall determne
whet her or not the percentage factor required in this section
has been net. Wen the percentage factor required in this
section has been net, the Departnent of State shall order the
nanes of the candi dates for whomthe petition was circul ated
to be included on the ballot and shall permt the required
nunber of persons to be certified as electors in the sane
manner as other party candi dates.

Section 23. Section 103.022, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

103.022 Wite-in candidates for President and Vice
President.--Persons seeking to qualify for election as
wite-in candidates for President and Vice President of the
United States may have a bl ank space provided on the genera

22
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el ection ballot for their nanes to be witten in by filing an
oath with the Departnent of State at any tine after the 57th
day, but before noon of the 49th day, prior to the date of the
f++rst primary election in the year in which a presidential

el ection is held. The Departnent of State shall prescribe the
formto be used in admnistering the oath. The candi dates
shall file with the departnent a certificate naning the

requi red nunber of persons to serve as electors. Such
wite-in candidates shall not be entitled to have their names
on the ballot.

Section 24. Subsection (4) of section 103.091, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

103.091 Political parties.--

(4) Any political party other than a minor politica
party nmay by rule provide for the nenbership of its state or
county executive comittee to be elected for 4-year terns at
the H+st primary election in each year a presidential
el ection is held. The terns shall conmmrence on the first day
of the nonth follow ng each presidential general election; but
t he nanes of candidates for political party offices shall not
be placed on the ballot at any other election. The results of
such el ection shall be determined by a plurality of the votes
cast. In such event, electors seeking to qualify for such
office shall do so with the Departnent of State or supervisor
of elections not earlier than noon of the 57th day, or later
t han noon of the 53rd day, preceding the st primary
el ection. The outgoing chair of each county executive
commttee shall, within 30 days after the comittee nenbers
take office, hold an organizational neeting of all newy
el ected nenbers for the purpose of electing officers. The
chair of each state executive conmittee shall, within 60 days

23
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after the comm ttee nenbers take office, hold an
organi zational neeting of all newy elected nenbers for the
pur pose of electing officers.

Section 25. Subsection (1) of section 105.031, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

105.031 <Qualification; filing fee; candidate's oath;
items required to be filed.--

(1) TIME OF QUALI FYING --Except for candidates for
judicial office, nonpartisan candidates for nmulticounty office
shall qualify with the Division of Elections of the Departnent
of State and nonpartisan candi dates for countyw de or |ess
than countywi de office shall qualify with the supervisor of
el ections. Candidates for judicial office other than the
of fice of county court judge shall qualify with the Division
of Elections of the Departnent of State, and candi dates for
the office of county court judge shall qualify with the
supervi sor of elections of the county. Candi dates shal
qualify no earlier than noon of the 50th day, and no | ater
t han noon of the 46th day, before the f++rst primary el ection
Filing shall be on fornms provided for that purpose by the
Di vision of Elections and furnished by the appropriate
gual i fying officer. Any person seeking to qualify by the
alternative nethod, as set forth in s. 105.035, if the person
has submitted the necessary petitions by the required deadline
and is notified after the fifth day prior to the |ast day for
qgqual i fying that the required nunber of signatures has been
obt ai ned, shall be entitled to subscribe to the candi date's
oath and file the qualifying papers at any tine within 5 days
fromthe date he or she is notified that the necessary nunber
of signatures has been obtained. Any person other than a
wite-in candidate who qualifies within the tine prescribed in
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1| this subsection shall be entitled to have his or her nane

2] printed on the ballot.

3 Section 26. Subsection (1) and paragraph (b) of

4 | subsection (2) of section 105.041, Florida Statutes, are

5| anended to read:

6 105.041 Form of ballot.--

7 (1) BALLOTS. --The nanes of candi dates for judicial

8| office and candi dates for the office of school board nmenber

9 | which appear on the ballot at the st prinmary el ection shal
10 | either be grouped together on a separate portion of the ball ot
11 ] or on a separate ballot. The nanes of candidates for election
12 ) to judicial office and candidates for the office of schoo

13 | board nenber which appear on the ball ot at the genera

14 | el ection and the nanes of justices and judges seeking

15| retention to office shall be grouped together on a separate
16 | portion of the general election ballot.

17 (2) LI STING OF CANDI DATES. - -

18 (b)1. The nanes of candidates for the office of

19 | circuit judge shall be listed on the f++st primary el ection
20| ballot in the order determined by |ot conducted by the
21 | director of the Division of Elections of the Departnent of
22| State after the close of the qualifying period.
23 2. Candi dates who have secured a position on the
24 | general election ballot, after having survived elinination at
25| the H+st primary election, shall have their nanes listed in
26 | the sanme order as on the st primary el ection ball ot,
27 | notwi thstanding the elinmnation of any intervening names as a
28 | result of the f++rst primary el ection
29 Section 27. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section
30| 105.051, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
31

25
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HB 1925
168- 388-01

1 105.051 Deternination of election or retention to

2| office.--

3 (1) ELECTION.--In circuits and counties hol di ng

4| el ections:

5 (b) If two or nore candidates, neither of whomis a

6| wite-in candidate, qualify for such an office, the nanes of

7 | those candi dates shall be placed on the ballot at the f+st

8| primary election. |If any candidate for such office receives a
9| mjority of the votes cast for such office in the f+st

10 | primary election, the nane of the candi date who receives such
11| mpjority shall not appear on any other ballot unless a

12 | write-in candidate has qualified for such office. An

13 | unopposed candi date shall be deened to have voted for hinself
14 | or herself at the general election. |If no candidate for such
15| office receives a majority of the votes cast for such office
16 | in the #+rst primary el ection, the nanes of the two candi dates
17 | receiving the highest nunmber of votes for such office shall be
18 | pl aced on the general election ballot. |If nore than two

19 | candi dates receive an equal and hi ghest nunber of votes, the
20 | nanme of each candi date receiving an equal and hi ghest nunber
21| of votes shall be placed on the general election ballot. In
22 | any contest in which there is a tie for second place and the
23 | candidate placing first did not receive a majority of the
24 | votes cast for such office, the name of the candi date placing
25| first and the nane of each candidate tying for second shall be
26 | pl aced on the general election ballot.
27 Section 28. Paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (1)
28 | of section 106.07, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:
29 106. 07 Reports; certification and filing.--
30 (1) Each canpaign treasurer designated by a candi date
31| or political committee pursuant to s. 106.021 shall file
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1| reqgular reports of all contributions received, and al
2 | expenditures nade, by or on behalf of such candi date or
3] political committee. Reports shall be filed on the 10th day
4| followi ng the end of each cal endar quarter fromthe tine the
5| canpaign treasurer is appointed, except that, if the 10th day
6| following the end of a cal endar quarter occurs on a Saturday,
7 | Sunday, or legal holiday, the report shall be filed on the
8 | next followi ng day which is not a Saturday, Sunday, or |ega
9| holiday. Quarterly reports shall include all contributions
10 | received and expenditures made during the cal endar quarter
11 | which have not otherw se been reported pursuant to this
12 | section.
13 (a) Except as provided in paragraph (b), follow ng the
14 | last day of qualifying for office, the reports shall be filed
15 ] on the 32nd, 18th, and 4th days i nmedi ately preceding the
16 | st primary el ection and on the 18th and 4t h days
17 | imedi ately precedi ng the secontd—prtrary—and general el ection
18 | for a candidate who is opposed in seeking nom nation or
19 | election to any office, for a political committee, or for a
20 | cormittee of continuous existence.
21 (b) Following the last day of qualifying for office,
22 | any statew de candi date who has requested to receive
23 | contributions fromthe El ection Canpai gn Financing Trust Fund
24 | or any statewi de candidate in a race with a candi date who has
25 | requested to receive contributions fromthe trust fund shal
26 | file reports on the 4th, 11th, 18th, 25th, and 32nd days prior
27| to the HH+st prinmary and general el ections—and—en—the—4th,
28 | H1th—18th—and—25th—days—prior—to—the—second—priary.
29 Section 29. Subsection (1) of section 106.08, Florida
30| Statutes, is anended to read:
31 106.08 Contributions; limtations on.--
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1 (1) (a) Except for political parties, no person
2| political comittee, or conmmttee of continuous existence my,
3| in any election, nake contributions in excess of $1, 500560
4] to any candidate for election to or retention in office or to
5] any political comittee supporting or opposing one or nore
6 | candi dates. Candidates for the offices of Governor and
7 | Li eutenant Governor on the sane ticket are considered a single
8 | candidate for the purpose of this section
9 (b)1. The contribution limts provided in this
10 | subsection do not apply to contributions nade by a state or
11 | county executive conmttee of a political party regul ated by
12 | chapter 103 or to ampunts contributed by a candidate to his or
13 | her own canpai gn
14 2. Notwithstanding the |linmts provided in this
15 | subsection, an unemanci pated child under the age of 18 years
16 | of age may not nmmke a contribution in excess of $100 to any
17 | candidate or to any political comittee supporting one or nore
18 | candi dat es.
19 (c) The contribution limts of this subsection apply
20| to each election. For purposes of this subsection, the f#+st
21 | primary el ecti on;—second—pritary;and the general election are
22 | separate elections so long as the candidate is not an
23 | unopposed candidate as defined in s. 106.011(15). However,
24 | for the purpose of contribution limts with respect to
25 | candi dates for retention as a justice or judge, there is only
26 | one election, which is the general election. Wthrespeet—to
27 | eanti-dates—+n—a—cirreu-t—hotding—an—etrectron—for—eireuit—judge
28 | er—n—a—county—hotding—an—etecti-ontor—county—ecourt—judge-
29 | there—are—onty—two—etections—which—are—the—fHrst—primary
30 | etection—and—general—etection—
31
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1 Section 30. Subsection (1) of section 106.29, Florida
2| Statutes, is anended to read:

3 106.29 Reports by political parties; restrictions on
4 | contributions and expenditures; penalties.--

5 (1) The state executive conmmittee and each county

6 | executive comrittee of each political party regul ated by

7 | chapter 103 shall file regular reports of all contributions

8 | received and all expenditures nmade by such committee. Such

9| reports shall contain the sane information as do reports

10 | required of candidates by s. 106.07 and shall be filed on the
11 ] 10th day followi ng the end of each cal endar quarter, except
12 | that, during the period fromthe |ast day for candi date

13| qualifying until the general election, such reports shall be
14 | filed on the Friday i nmedi ately preceding both the f++st

15| primary el ecti on—the—secontdprimary—eteection-and t he genera
16 | el ection. Each state executive committee shall file the

17 | original and one copy of its reports with the Division of

18 | Elections. Each county executive committee shall file its

19 | reports with the supervisor of elections in the county in

20 | which such comittee exists. Any state or county executive
21| committee failing to file a report on the designhated due date
22 | shall be subject to a fine as provided in subsection (3). No
23 | separate fine shall be assessed for failure to file a copy of
24 | any report required by this section

25 Section 31. Section 98.0977, Florida Statutes, is

26 | created to read:

27 98. 0977 Statewi de voter registration database. --

28 (1) The departnent, in collaboration with the State

29 | Technol ogy O fice, shall devel op a statew de voter

30| registration database, to be adninistered by the division

31
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(2) The copyright to the database shall be held by the
departnent according to the rights provided in s. 119.084.

(3) In adninistering the database, the division shal

conpare registration information provided by a voter with

information held by the Departnent of Law Enforcenent, the

Board of Executive Cenency, and the Ofice of Vital

Statistics. |If the division finds information that suggests

that a voter is ineligible to register to vote, the division

shall notify the voter by certified US. mail. The

notification shall contain a statenent as to the reason for

the voter's potential ineligibility to register to vote and

shal |l request information fromthe voter on forns provided by

the division in order to nmake a final determ nation on the

voter's eligibility. After reviewing the information

requested by the division and provided by the voter, if the

di vision deternines that the voter is not eligible to vote

under the laws of this state, the division shall notify the

voter by certified U S. nmail that he or she has been found

ineligible to register to vote in this state, shall state the

reason for the ineligibility, and shall informthe voter that

he or she will be renpoved fromthe voter registration rolls.

The division shall also notify the appropriate supervisor of

el ections, directing himor her to renove the voter fromthe

county voter registration rolls.

Section 32. (1) The statewi de voter registration

dat abase, created pursuant to s. 98.0977, Florida Statutes, by

this act, shall be operational by June 1, 2002.

(2) Funding for the design and i npl enentation of the

statew de voter registration database shall be as provided for

in the General Appropriations Act.

30
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Section 33. Section 98.0979, Florida Statutes, is
created to read
98.0979 Statewi de voter registration database open to

i nspection; copies.--

(1)(a) The voter registration information of the state

constitutes public records. Any citizen shall be allowed to

exam ne the voter registration records, but may not nake any

copi es or extract therefromexcept as provided by this

secti on.

(b) Wthin 15 days after a request for voter

registration information, the division shall furnish any

requested i nformation, excluding only a voter's signature,

soci al security nunber, and such other information that is by

statute specifically made confidential or is exenpt from

public records requirenents.

(c) Actual costs of duplication of infornmation

aut hori zed by this section for release to the public shall be

charged in accordance with the provisions of s. 119.07.

(2) The information provided by the division pursuant

to this section shall be furnished only to:

(a) Municipalities;

(b) Oher governnental agencies;

(c) Political candidates, for the purpose of

furthering their candi daci es;

(d) Registered political comrttees, certified

conmm ttees of continuous existence, and political parties or

officials thereof, for political purposes only; and

(e) Incunbent officeholders, for the purpose of

reporting to their constituents.

(3) Such information shall not be used for commerci al

pur poses. No person to whoma list of registered voters is
31
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1| made avail abl e pursuant to this section, and no person who

2 | acquires such a list, shall use any information contai ned

3| therein for purposes which are not related to el ections,

4| political or governnental activities, voter registration, or
5| I aw enforcenent.

6 (4) Any person who acquires a list of registered

7| voters fromthe division shall take and subscribe to an oath
8 | which shall be in substantially the follow ng form

9

10 | hereby swear (or affirm that | ama person

11 | aut hori zed by s. 98.0979, Florida Statutes, to acquire

12 | information on the registered voters of Florida; that the

13| information acquired will be used only for the purposes

14 | prescribed in that section and for no other purpose; and that
15|11 will not permit the use or copying of such information by
16 | persons not authorized by the El ection Code of the State of
17 | Fl ori da.

18

19 ...(Signature of person acquiring list)...
20
21| Sworn and subscribed before ne this .... day of ........ ,
22 |...(year)....
23 |...(Nanme of person providing list)...
24 Section 34. Section 101.048, Florida Statutes, is
25| created to read:
26 101.048 Provisional ballots.--
27 (1) At all elections, a voter claining to be properly
28 | registered in the county and eligible to vote in the election
29 | but whose eligibility cannot be deternined, shall be entitled
30| to vote a provisional ballot. Once voted, the provisiona
31| ballot shall be placed in a secrecy envel ope and thereafter
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sealed in a provisional ballot envel ope. The provisiona

ball ot shall be deposited in a ballot box. Al provisiona

ballots shall remain sealed in their envel opes for return to

t he supervi sor of el ections.

(2)(a) The county canvassi ng board shall exam ne each

provisional ballot to deternmine if the person voting that

ball ot was entitled to vote in the election and that the

person had not already cast a ballot in the el ection

(b)1. If it is deternined that the person was

regi stered and entitled to vote, the canvassi ng board shal

conpare the signature on the provisional ballot envel ope with

the signature on the voter's registration and, if it natches,

shall count the ballot. The provisional ballot of a voter who

is otherwise entitled to vote shall not be rejected because

the voter did not cast his or her ballot in the precinct of

his or her legal residence. However, if the voter did not vote

the ballot to which he or she was entitled, the canvassing

board shall duplicate the ballot for races for which the voter

was entitled to vote in his or her legal precinct and shal

count the races for which the voter was entitled to vote.

2. If it is deternined that the person voting the

provi sional ballot was not registered or entitled to vote, the

provi sional ballot shall not be counted and the ball ot shal

remain in the envel ope contai ning the Provisional Ball ot

Voter's Certificate and the envel ope marked "Rej ected as

I1legal."
(3) The Provisional Ballot Voter's Certificate shal
be in substantially the following form

STATE OF FLORI DA
COUNTY OF ...

33
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1

2 | do solemmly swear (or affirm) that ny nane is ....
3|that ny date of birthis ....; that | amregistered to vote
4 and at the tine | registered | resided at ...., in the

5| municipality of ...., in.... County, Florida; that | ama

6| qualified voter of the county and have not voted in this

7 | el ection.

8 ...(Signature of Voter)..
9 ...(Current Address)..
10

11| Sworn to and subscri bed before ne this .... day of ........ ,
12 )...(year)....

13 )...(Cerk or Inspector of Election)..

14

15| Additional information nmay be provided to further assist the
16 | supervisor of elections in deternmining eligibility. If known,
17 | pl ease provide the place and date that you registered to vote.
18

19 (4) In counties where the voting system does not

20| utilize a paper ballot, the supervisor of elections shal

21 | provide the appropriate provisional ballots to each polling
22 | pl ace.

23 Section 35. Subsections (2) and (3) of section

24 | 101. 045, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

25 101.045 Electors nust be registered in precinct;

26 | provi sions for residence or name change. --

27 (2)(a) An elector who noves fromthe precinct within
28 | the county in which the elector is registered may be pernitted
29| to vote in the precinct to which he or she has noved his or
30 | her legal residence, provided such elector conpletes an

31| affirmation in substantially the follow ng form
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Change of Legal Residence of Registered
Vot er

Under penalties for false swearing, |, ...(Nanme of voter)...
swear (or affirm that the forner address of ny |lega

residence was ... (Address of legal residence)... in the
municipality of ...., in .... County, Florida, and | was
registered to vote in the .... precinct of .... County,

Florida; that | have not voted in the precinct of ny forner
registration in this election; that | now reside at

...(Address of legal residence)... in the Minicipality of
., in .... County, Florida, and amtherefore eligible to
vote inthe .... precinct of .... County, Florida; and

further swear (or affirm) that | amotherw se legally
regi stered and entitled to vote.

...(Signature of voter whose address of |egal residence has
changed). ..

(b) An elector whose nanme changes because of narriage
or other legal process may be pernmitted to vote, provided such
el ector conpletes an affirmation in substantially the
following form

Change of Nane of Registered

Vot er
Under penalties for false swearing, |, ...(New name of
voter)..., swear (or affirm that my nane has been changed

because of nmarriage or other |egal process. My forner nane and
35
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1| address of |egal residence appear on the registration books of
2| precinct .... as follows:

S NaMB. L .
A | AdAr eSS, . .o
Bl MIni cipal i ty. ..
B | COUNt Y. . e e e
TV Fl orida, Zip..... ..
8 | My present nane and address of |egal residence are as follows:
O | NaIMB. . .
10 | AdAr eSS, . . oo
11 ) Municipal i ty. .o e
12 | COUNL Y. . e
13 | Florida, Zip.. ... e e
14 and | further swear (or affirn) that | amotherw se legally
15| registered and entitled to vote.

16

17 ...(Signature of voter whose nane has changed)..
18

19 (c) Such affirmation, when conpleted and presented at
20 | the precinct in which such elector is entitled to vote, and
21 | upon verification of the elector's registration,shall entitle
22 | such elector to vote as provided in this subsection. |If the
23| elector's eligibility to vote cannot be determ ned, he or she
24 | shall be entitled to vote a provisional ballot subject to the
25| requirenents and procedures in s. 101.048. Upon recei pt of an
26 | affirmation certifying a change in address of |egal residence
27 | or nane, the supervisor shall as soon as practicable nake the
28 | necessary changes in the registration records of the county to
29 | indicate the change in address of |egal residence or nanme of
30 | such el ector.

31
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1 (d) Instead of the affirmation contained in paragraph
2| (a) or paragraph (b), an elector nmay conplete a voter

3| registration application that indicates the change of nane or
4 | change of address of |egal residence.

5 (e) A request for an absentee ballot pursuant to s.

6| 101. 62 which indicates that the elector has had a change of

7 | address of legal residence fromthat in the supervisor's

8 | records shall be sufficient as the notice to the supervisor of
9 | change of address of |egal residence required by this section
10 | Upon recei pt of such request for an absentee ballot from an
11 | el ector who has changed his or her address of |egal residence,
12 | the supervisor shall provide the elector with the proper

13| ballot for the precinct in which the elector then has his or
14 | her | egal residence.

15 (3) When an elector's nane does not appear on the

16 | regi stration books of the election precinct in which the

17 | el ector is registered and—when—the—etector——cannot—present—a
18 | vatd—regrstration—ident+fecation—eard, the el ector nay have
19| his or her nane restored if the supervisor is otherw se
20| satisfied that the elector is validly registered, that the
21| elector's nane has been erroneously onitted fromthe books,
22| and that the elector is entitled to have his or her nane
23 | restored. The supervisor, if he or she is satisfied as to the
24 | elector's previous registration, shall allow such person to
25| vote and shall thereafter issue a duplicate registration
26 | identification card.
27 Section 36. Subsections (1), (2), and (8) of section
28 | 101.5614, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:
29 101.5614 Canvass of returns.--
30 (1)(a) In precincts in which an electronic or
31| el ectronechanical voting systemis used, as soon as the polls
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are closed, the election board shall secure the voting devices
agai nst further voting. The el ection board shall thereafter
open the ballot box in the presence of nenbers of the public
desiring to witness the proceedi ngs and count the nunber of
voted ball ots, unused ballots, provisional ballots, and

spoil ed ballots to ascertain whether such nunber corresponds
with the nunber of ballots issued by the supervisor. |If there
is a difference, this fact shall be reported in witing to the
county canvassing board with the reasons therefor if known.
The total nunber of voted ballots shall be entered on the
forns provided. The proceedi ngs of the election board at the
precinct after the polls have closed shall be open to the
public; however, no person except a nenber of the el ection
board shall touch any ballot or ballot container or interfere
with or obstruct the orderly count of the ballots.

(b) In lieu of opening the ballot box at the precinct,
the supervisor may direct the election board to keep the
bal | ot box sealed and deliver it to a central or regiona
counting location. In this case, the election board shal
count the stubs renmoved fromthe ballots to determ ne the
nunber of voted ball ots.

(2)(a) |If the ballots are to be tallied at a centra
| ocation or at no nore than three regional |ocations, the
el ection board shall place all ballots that have been cast and
t he unused, void, provisional,and defective ballots in the

container or containers provided for this purpose, which shal

be sealed and delivered forthwith to the central or regiona

counting location or other designated |ocation by two

i nspectors who shall not, whenever possible, be of the sane

political party. The election board shall certify that the

ball ots were placed in such container or containers and each
38
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container was sealed in its presence and under its
supervision, and it shall further certify to the nunber of
ball ots of each type placed in the container or containers.

(b) If ballots are to be counted at the precincts,
such ballots shall be counted pursuant to rul es adopted by the
Departnent of State, which rules shall provide safeguards
whi ch conformas nearly as practicable to the safeguards
provided in the procedures for the counting of votes at a
central | ocation.

(8) The return printed by the automatic tabul ating
equi pnent, to which has been added the return of wite-in,
absentee, and nanual ly counted votes and votes from

provi sional ballots, shall constitute the official return of

the election. Upon conpletion of the count, the returns shal
be open to the public. A copy of the returns may be posted at
the central counting place or at the office of the supervisor
of elections in lieu of the posting of returns at individual
precincts.

Section 37. Section 101.69, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

101.69 Voting in person; return of absentee
ball ot.--The provisions of this code shall not be construed to
prohibit any elector fromvoting in person at the elector's
precinct on the day of an election notw thstanding that the
el ector has requested an absentee ballot for that election
An el ector who has recei ved an absentee ballot, but desires to
vote in person, shall return the ballot, whether voted or not,
to the election board in the elector's precinct. The returned
ball ot shall be marked "cancel ed" by the board and placed with
ot her cancel ed ballots. However, if the elector is unable to
return the ballot, the elector nay vote a provisional ballot

39
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as provided in s. 101. 048 execute—an—affdavit——stating—that
the—absentee—batHot—has—not—been—voted—and—the—elector—rmay
then—vote—at—theprecinect.

Section 38. Subsection (1) of section 102.111, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

102. 111 El ections Canvassi ng Conmi ssi on. - -

(1) Inmediately after certification of any election by
the county canvassing board, the results shall be forwarded to
the Departnent of State concerning the election of any federa
or state officer. The El ecti ons Canvassi ng Conmmi ssi on shal

consi st of the Governor and two nmenbers of the Cabi net as

determ ned by t he Gover nor —the—Secretary—of—State—and—the
. 4 . . o . WA I I .

Canvasstng—Comri-sston. The El ecti ons Canvassi ng Conmi ssi on

shall, as soon as the official results are conpiled from al

counties, certify the returns of the election and determ ne
and decl are who has been el ected for each office. In the event
that the Governor is recused, or any other nenber of the

conm ssi on cannot serve, the Governor shall fill the vacancy

following the sane procedure for appointnent to the

comm ssion. |If no other Cabinet nenbers are available to

serve, the Governor shall choose a registered voter to repl ace

t he nenber any—wenrber—of—theHections—Canvassthg—Conmi-ssion
. 1 abd » I F I e I
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1 Section 39. Section 102.112, Florida Statutes, is

2 | anended to read:

3 102. 112 Deadline for subm ssion of county returns to
4 | the Departnent of State—penatties. --

5 (1) The county canvassing board or a majority thereof
6| shall file the county returns for the election of a federal or
7| state officer with the Departnent of State inmediately after

8| certification of the election results.

9 (2) Returns nust be filed by 5 p.m on the 7th day

10| following the f++st primary election and by 5 p.m on the 11lth
11| day followi ng the and general el ection anrt—by—3—p—m—oen—the
12 | 3+d—day—foetowng—the—second—prirary.

13 (3) If the returns are not received by the departnent

14 | by the tinme specified, such returns shall ray be ignored and
15| the results on file at that time shall rmay be certified by the
16 | depart nent.

17 (4) If the returns are not received by the departnent
18 | due to an energency, as defined in s. 101.732, the El ections
19 | Canvassi ng Conmi ssion shall deternine the deadline by which
20| the returns nust be received.
21 2y—The—departrent—shat—fine—each—board-renber—$200
22 | for—each—tday—stueh—t+eturns—aret+ate—the—fine—tobepar-donty
23 | froemtheboardrnenber—s—personat—ftunds—Sueh—Fnes——shat-—be
oal . w I I . . . . !
25 | ereated—by—Ss—166-32-
26 3)—Merbers—of—the—ecounty—canvassingboard—ray—appeal
27 bt I L orid I . - ssi-en—whi-ch—shaH
28 | atdept—rutes—ftor—such—appealts—
29 Section 40. Subsection (4) of section 102.141, Florida
30| Statutes, is anended to read:
31 102. 141 County canvassi ng board; duties.--
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1 (4)(a) If the returns for any office reflect that a

2 | candi date was defeated or elimnated by one-half of a percent
3| or less of the votes cast for such office, that a candi date

4| for retention to a judicial office was retained or not

5] retained by one-half of a percent or less of the votes cast on
6 | the question of retention, or that a neasure appearing on the
7 | ball ot was approved or rejected by one-half of a percent or

8| less of the votes cast on such neasure, each county canvassing
9 | the board responsible for certifying the results of the vote
10 | on such race or neasure shall order a nmachi ne recount of the
11| votes cast with respect to such office or neasure. A recount
12 | need not be ordered with respect to the returns for any

13 | of fice, however, if the candi date or candi dates defeated or

14 | elimnated fromcontention for such office by one-half of a

15| percent or less of the votes cast for such office request in
16 | witing that a recount not be made. Each canvassi ng board

17 | responsi ble for conducting a nachi ne recount shall recount the
18 | ballots with the vote tabul ati on syst em exanine—the—couhters
19 | en—the—rachines—or—the—tabutation—of—thebattoets—cast—in—each

26 | eanvassed—accoreinghy.

27 (b) If, after conducting a machi ne recount under

28 | paragraph (a), the returns for any office reflect that a

29 | candi date was defeated or elinmnated by one-quarter of a

30 | percent or less of the votes cast for such office, that a
31| candidate for retention to a judicial office was retai ned or

42
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not retained by one-quarter of a percent or |less of the votes

cast on the question of retention, or that a neasure appearing

on the ball ot was approved or rejected by one-quarter of a

percent or less of the votes cast on such neasure, each county

canvassi ng board responsible for certifying the results of the

vote on such race or neasure shall order a manual recount of

the votes cast with respect to such office or neasure that

were not counted by an otherw se properly functioning vote

tabul ati on system Mnual recounts shall be conducted by the

county canvassi ng boards using the procedures described in s.

102. 166. Upon conpletion of its manual recount, each county

canvassi ng board shall certify the returns for the applicable

of fice or neasure.
Section 41. Section 102.166, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

102. 166 Protest of election returns; procedure.--
(1) (a) Any candidate for nonmination or election to a

federal, state, or multicounty district office, or any elector

qualified to vote in the election related to such candi dacy,
shall have the right to protest the returns of the election as
bei ng erroneous by filing with the El ecti ons Canvassi ng
Conmi ssi on approptiate—ecanvassing—board a sworn, witten
pr ot est .

(b) €2 Such protest shall be filed with the El ections

Canvassi ng Comni ssi on eanvasstng—board prior to the tine the
El ecti ons Canvassi ng Conmi ssi on eafvasstng—board certifies the
results for the office being protested or within 72 hours 5

tays after the close of the polls in that el ection mdnight—of
the—date—the—eteection—+s—hetd, whi chever occurs |ater.

3 F . I f I Fon—t
canvasstng—board—shatH—
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(c) Upon receipt of a sworn, witten protest, the

El ecti ons Canvassi ng Conmi ssion shall direct each county

canvassi ng board within the geographic jurisdiction of the
office or ballot nmeasure to Wenr—electronic—or

: bt cal g s tsed—t] e beord

shat exam ne precinct records and election returns. |If there

is a clerical error, such error shall be corrected by the
county canvassing board. If there is a discrepancy that which
could affect the outcone of an election, the El ections
Canvassi ng Comni ssion nay direct each county canvassi ng board

to fay recount the ballots on the autonmatic tabul ating
equi pnent.
(d) 1. t4{=a)r Upon conpl etion of a nachi ne recount

ordered by the El ections Canvassi ng Comi ssion pursuant to

par agraph (c), any candidate for federal, state, or

mul ticounty district office whose nane appeared on the ball ot

or-any political committee that supports or opposes a
statewide or multicounty an i ssue that whieh appeared on the

bal | ot —er—any—potticat—party—whose—candi-dates—nanres
appeared—on—thebatHoet may file a witten request with the
El ecti ons Canvassi ng Conmi ssi on ceunty—canvassing—board for a

manual recount of the votes cast with respect to such office

or neasure that were not counted by an ot herw se properly
44
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1| functioning vote tabul ation system The witten request shal
2| contain a statenent of the reason the nmanual recount is being
3 | request ed.

4 2. {b) Such request nust be filed with the El ections

5| Canvassi ng Conmi ssi on eafvassing—board—prior—to—the—tiwe—the
6 | eanvassingboard—certiit+es—theresuts—{for—theoffieebeing
7 | protested—or within 72 hours after conpletion of the nmachine
8 | recount ordered by the El ections Canvassi ng Conmi ssion

9 | pursuant to paragraph (c)mdnright—ef—the—date—the—etection
10 | was—held—whichever—oeceurs—tater

11 3.{€) Based on its evaluation of the validity of the
12 | reasons stated in the witten request,the El ections

13 | Canvassi nhg Conm ssi on coeuhty—canvasstiag—board nay aut horize a
14 | manual recount of those ballots not counted by the voting

15 | equi pnent during the nachine recount. If a manual recount is
16 | aut hori zed, the El ections Canvassi ng Commi ssi on shall direct
17 | each county canvassi ng board within the geographic

18 | jurisdiction of the office or ballot neasure to nanually

19 | recount all ballots not previously counted by an ot herw se
20 | properly functioning vote tabul ati on system using standards
21| for determning voter intent devel oped and published by the
22| Division of Elections. If a manual recount is authorized, the
23 | El ections Canvassi hg Conm ssi on coeduhty—canvasstig—board shal
24 | make a reasonable effort to notify each candi date whose race
25| is being recounted of the tinme and place of such recount.
26
27
28
29
30
31
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1 | recounted—the—county—canvassing—board—sha-—setect—the

2 | addi-ti-onal—precinets—

3 5)—+H—the—manval—recount—indicates—an—error—in—the

4 | vote—tabulation—whieh—ecould—affect—theoutecomre—of—the

5 | eteetion—the—<county—canvassingboard—shatH—

6 ta—~Cor+rect—the—error—antd+recount—the—+erarnng

7 | preeinects—wi-th—the—vete—tabulation—systent

8 thy—Reguest—the—DbPepartrent—ef—State—to—vertfy—the

9 | tabulation—soeftware—ot+

10 te—Manvat-y—+ecount—at—batHots—

11 (2)(a) Any candidate for nomination or election to a
12 | county office, nmunicipal office, or district office not

13 | covered by paragraph (1)(a), or any elector qualified to vote
14 ) in the election related to such candi dacy, shall have the

15| right to protest the returns of the election as being

16 | erroneous by filing with the appropriate county canvassi ng

17 | board a sworn, witten protest.

18 (b) Such protest shall be filed with the county

19 | canvassing board prior to the tine the canvassi ng board
20 | certifies the results for the office being protested or within
21| 72 hours after the close of the polls in that el ection
22 | whi chever occurs | ater
23 (c) Upon receipt of a sworn, witten protest, the
24 | county canvassi ng board shall:
25 1. Wen paper ballots are used, exanine the tabul ation
26 | of the paper ballots cast.
27 2. \Wen voting nachi nes are used, exam ne the counters
28 | on the machi nes of nonprinter machines or the printer-pac on
29 | printer machines. |f there is a discrepancy between the
30| returns and the counters of the machines or the printer-pac,
31
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1| the counters of such machines or the printer-pac shall be

2 | presuned correct.

3 3. Wien electronic or el ectronechanical equipnent is

4 | used, examine precinct records and election returns. |If there

5]is aclerical error, such error shall be corrected by the

6 | county canvassing board. |If there is a discrepancy that could

7 | affect the outcone of an el ection, the canvassi ng board may

8 | recount the ballots on the automatic tabul ati ng equi pnent.

9 (d)1. Upon conpletion of a machi ne recount ordered by
10 | a county canvassi ng board pursuant to subparagraph (c)3., any
11 | candidate not covered by paragraph (1) (d) whose nane appeared
12 ) on the ballot or any political conmittee that supports or
13 | opposes an issue not covered by paragraph (1)(d) which
14 | appeared on the ballot may file a witten request with the
15| county canvassing board for a manual recount of the votes cast
16 | with respect to such office or neasure that were not counted
17 | by an otherw se properly functioning vote tabul ati on system
18 | The written request shall contain a statenent of the reason
19 | the nanual recount is being requested.

20 2. Such request nmust be filed with the canvassing

21| board within 72 hours after the conpletion of the nmachine

22 | recount ordered pursuant to subparagraph (c)3.

23 3. Based on its evaluation of the validity of the

24 | reasons stated in the witten request, the county canvassi ng
25| board may aut horize a manual recount of those ballots not

26 | counted by the voting equi pnent during the machine recount. |If
27 | a manual recount is authorized, the county canvassi ng board
28 | shall manually recount all ballots not previously counted by
29 | an otherwi se properly functioning vote tabul ati on system

30 | using standards for deternining voter intent devel oped and

31| published by the Division of Elections. |If a manual recount is
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aut hori zed, the county canvassi ng board shall make a

reasonabl e effort to notify each candi date whose race is being

recounted of the tine and place of such recount.

(3) 6y Any nmnual recount shall be open to the public.
(4) 7 Procedures for a manual recount are as foll ows:
(a) The county canvassi ng board shall appoint as many
counting teans of at least two electors as is necessary to
manual |y recount the ballots. A counting team nust have, when
possi bl e, nenbers of at least two political parties. A
candi date involved in the race shall not be a nmenmber of the
counting team
(b) If a counting teamis unable to deternine a
voter's intent in casting a ballot, using the standards for

determ ning voter intent devel oped and published by the

Di vision of Elections,the ballot shall be presented to the

county canvassing board for it to deternine the voter's
intent. If the county canvassing board is unable to determne

a voter's intent in casting a ballot using the standards for

determ ning voter intent devel oped and published by the

Di vision of Elections, the ballot shall not be counted in the

of ficial canvass.

(5)¢8)y If the county canvassi ng board determ nes the
need to verify the tabulation software, the county canvassing
board shall request in witing that the Departnent of State
verify the software

(6) {9 When the Departnent of State verifies such
software, the departnent shall

(a) Conpare the software used to tabulate the votes
with the software filed with the Departnent of State pursuant
to s. 101.5607; and

(b) Check the el ection paraneters.
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1 (7) 38y The Department of State shall respond to the

2 | county canvassing board within 3 working days.

3 Section 42. Section 102.167, Florida Statutes, is

4 | anended to read:

5 102. 167 Form of protest of election returns.--

6 (1) The formof the "Protest of Election Returns to

7 | the El ections Canvassi ng Conmi ssion" shall be as foll ows:

8

9 PROTEST OF ELECTI ON RETURNS TO THE

10 ELECTI ONS CANVASSI NG COW SSI ON

11

12 ., Florida
13 ., ...(year)...
14 As provided in Section 102.166(1), Florida Statutes, I,
15 |. of .... County, Florida, believe the election returns

16 | from.... inthe .... election ...(year)... are erroneous.

17 | hereby protest the canvass of such returns by the

18 | El ections Canvassi ng Conmi ssion, and request that said returns
19 | be investigated, exam ned, checked, and corrected by the

20 | El ections Canvassi ng Conmi ssion. The basis for this protest
2L | S
¥
23 |
2 |
2D |
26 | o
27

28 | Under penalties of perjury, | swear (or affirn) that | have
29 | read the foregoing and that the facts alleged are true, to the
30 | best of ny know edge and belief.

31
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1 ...(Signature of person protesting election returns)..

2 (2) The formof the "Protest of Election Returns to

3 | Canvassi ng Board" shall be as foll ows:

4

5 PROTEST OF ELECTI ON RETURNS TO

6 CANVASSI NG BOARD

7

8 ., Florida
9 ., ...(year)...
10 As provided in Section 102.166(2) %), Florida Statutes,
1111, .... of .... County, Florida, believe the election returns
12| fromPrecinct No. .... inthe .... election ...(year)... are
13 | erroneous.

14 | hereby protest the canvass of such returns by the

15 Canvassi ng Board, and request that said returns be

16 | i nvesti gated, exam ned, checked, and corrected by said

17 | Canvassing Board. The basis for this protest is .............
L8 | o
1O | o
20 | v
220
2 |
23

24 | Under penalties of perjury, | swear (or affirn) that | have
25| read the foregoing and that the facts alleged are true, to the
26 | best of ny know edge and belief.

27

28 ...(Signature of person protesting election returns)..
29 Section 43. Section 102.168, Florida Statutes, is

30 | anended to read:

31 102.168 Contest of election.--
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(1) Except as provided in s. 102.171, the
certification of election or nomination of any person to
office, or of the result on any question submitted by
referendum nay be contested in the circuit court by any
unsuccessful candidate for such office or nomination thereto

I I it ied . I I . I I
steh—eandi-dacy;or by any taxpayer, respectively.

(2) Such contestant shall file a conplaint, together
with the fees prescribed in chapter 28, with the clerk of the
circuit court within 10 days after mdnight of the date the
| ast county canvassi ng board enpowered to canvass the returns
certifies the results of the election being contested or
within 5 days after midnight of the date the |last county
canvassi ng board enpowered to canvass the returns certifies
the results of that particular election foll owing a protest
pursuant to s. 102.166{%), whichever occurs | ater

(3) The conplaint shall set forth the grounds on which
the contestant intends to establish his or her right to such
office or set aside the result of the election on a submitted
referendum The grounds for contesting an el ection under this
section are:

(a) M sconduct, fraud, or corruption on the part of
any election official or any nenber of the canvassing board
sufficient to change or place in doubt the result of the
el ection.

(b) Ineligibility of the successful candidate for the
nom nation or office in dispute.

(c) Receipt of a nunber of illegal votes or rejection
of a nunber of |egal votes sufficient to change or place in
doubt the result of the election
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(d) Proof that any elector, election official, or
canvassi ng board nmenber was given or offered a bribe or reward
in nmoney, property, or any other thing of value for the
pur pose of procuring the successful candidate's nom nation or
el ection or determining the result on any question subnitted
by referendum

(4) The canvassing board or the El ections Canvassing

Conmi ssi on eteetion—boeard shall be the proper party defendant,
and the successful candidate shall be an indispensable party
to any action brought to contest the election or nonination of
a candi date.

(5) A statenent of the grounds of contest nmay not be
rejected, nor the proceedings disnissed, by the court for any
want of formif the grounds of contest provided in the
statenent are sufficient to clearly informthe defendant of
the particul ar proceeding or cause for which the nom nation or
el ection is contested.

(6) A copy of the conplaint shall be served upon the
def endant and any other person nanmed therein in the sane
manner as in other civil cases under the laws of this state.
Wthin 10 days after the conplaint has been served, the
defendant nust file an answer admitting or denying the
al | egations on which the contestant relies or stating that the
def endant has no know edge or information concerning the
al | egations, which shall be deened a denial of the
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al | egations, and nust state any other defenses, in |aw or

fact, on which the defendant relies. If an answer is not filed
within the tinme prescribed, the defendant nmay not be granted a
hearing in court to assert any claimor objection that is
required by this subsection to be stated in an answer.

(7) Any candi dat e—¢guatfed—etector-or taxpayer
presenting such a contest to a circuit judge is entitled to an
i medi ate hearing. However, the court in its discretion nay
limt the tine to be consunmed in taking testinony, with a view
therein to the circunstances of the matter and to the
proximty of any succeedi ng prirary—er—other el ection

g I . L I I . I

Section 44. Subsection (5) is added to section 99. 096,
Fl orida Statutes, to read

99.096 M nor party candi dates; nanmes on ballot.--
(5) Notwithstandi ng any other provision of this

section, a minor political party's entire slate of candi dates

shall be automatically granted ball ot access at the genera

el ection that imediately follows a statew de or federal

el ection at which any candidate of the ninor political party

received at |east 1 percent of the votes cast statew de, and

shall be exenpt fromthe qualifying fee provisions under

subsection (2) and the provisions for qualifying by the

al ternative nethod under subsection (3), if otherw se

qualified for the office sought.
Section 45. This act shall take effect July 1, 2001
53
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l EE R b A b b S I b I S S b b S S I b S b
2 HOUSE SUMVARY
3
Provides for a single prinary election to be held on the
4 second Tuesday. of Septenber precedi ng each general
el ection, Provides that candi dates reéceiving the hlghest
5 nunber of votes in the primary election are declare
nom nated. Provides a nethod for deciding tie votes.
6 Elimnpates the second_prlnarY el ection, revises
restrictions on changing party affiliation between
7 certain elections, réevisSes the date to designate a
Li eut enant Governor running nate, revises the dates for
8 mai | i ng absentee bal|lots t0 absent el ectors overseas,
el 1 m nat es. advance absentee ballots, and revi ses vari ous
9 ot her provisions of the Florida El ection Code, to
conform
10
11 I ncreases canpaign contribution limts.
12 . .
Provi des for devel opnent of a statew de voter
13 regi stration database. Authorizes the Departnent of State
to hold the copyright to the database software as ]
14 rovided by law. Provides for update of information in
he database. Provides a date by which the dat abase shal
15 be operational. Provides that voter registration
information is public _except for inforiation made ]
16 confidential by law. Provides requirenents for securing
17 copi es of any voter registration informtion
18 Aut hori zes and provides requirenents for provisiona
ballots, including the canvassing. thereof, Requires
19 verification of an elector's eligibility if the elector's
nane is not on the precinct regiSter and authorizes the
20 voting of a provisional ballot™if eligibility cannot be
det er m ned. | ows a voter 0 has requested an absentee
21 bal | ot and who decides to vote at the ﬂolls on el ection
day to vote a provisional ballot, if the absentee ball ot
22 i s"not returned.
23 . . . . ..
Revi ses nenbership of the El ections Canvassi ng Conmi ssi on
24 and provisions for filling vacancies on the conm ssion
Revi ses the deadline for Subm ssion of countY returns to
25 the Departnent of State follow ng the general election
Provides that late returns shall "be ignhored. Provides an
26 exception due to an energency. Elim nates provisions
establishing fines for late reporting. Clarifies
27 canvassi ng procedures relating to el éction recounts.
Provi des conditions under whi ch a manual recount i1s
28 requi red. Mdifies protest procedures and deadlines for
requesting a manual recount. Provides for the use of
29 certain standards for determning voter intent., Provides
the formof protest of election returns with the
30 El ecti ons Canvassi ng Conmi ssion. Provides that_ an
unsuccessful candidate is a proper party to bring an
31 el ection contest for certain e|lections.” Provides that any

taxpayer is a proper party tg4bring an el ection contest
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1 for elections involving a referendun\ Clarifies the
ci rcunst ances under which Person na¥abr|ng an el ection
2 contest, Provides that the Elections nvassSi ng
Conmi ssion is a defendant in certain contested el ections.
3 Renoves certain authority of circuit judges to fashion
4 orders relating to contests.
5 Provi des conditions for autommtic ball ot access for m nor
party candi dates, without having to pay a filing fee or
6 qualify by the alternative nmethod, i othermnse
qgual i fi ed:
7
8 See bill for details.
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
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