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By Senators Canpbell, Dawson and Lawson

41-528-01
1 Abill to be entitled
2 An act relating to elections; anending s.
3 98.097, F.S.; requiring that the central voter
4 file adnm nistered by the Division of Elections
5 of the Departnent of State inmmediately reflect
6 changes to infornmation in the file and that
7 such changes be i medi ately avail abl e st at ew de
8 to users of the file; anmending s. 102.111
9 F.S.; prohibiting nmenbers of the El ections
10 Canvassing Commission fromaffiliating with a
11 political candidate or political canpaign
12 requiring the commssion to certify election
13 returns on the date set by federal |aw for
14 certification of overseas absentee ballots;
15 requiring the Departnent of State to devel op an
16 expedi ted process for certifying voting
17 machi nery and a procedure for accepting
18 handl i ng, and counti ng provisional ballots;
19 providing that every voter is entitled to have
20 a provisional ballot; providing an effective
21 dat e.
22
23| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
24
25 Section 1. Section 98.097, Florida Statutes, is
26 | anended to read:
27 98.097 Central voter file; adm nistration by division
28 | public access. --
29 (1) There is hereby established a central voter file,
30| to be administered by the division, which shall be a
31 statewi de, centrally nmintai ned database contai ning the voter
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1| registration information of all counties in this state. The

2| central voter file nust be a real-tine voter file that

3| reflects any change to the information in the file i mediately

4 | upon recei pt and nmakes such information i medi ately avail abl e

5| statewide to the users of the voter file.

6 (2) Al voter registration records and ot her

7] information in the central voter file, excluding any

8| information that is confidential or exenpt from public records

9| requirenents, shall be considered public records for the
10 | pur poses of chapter 119.
11 (3) The central voter file shall be self-sustaining.
12 Section 2. Subsection (1) of section 102.111, Florida
13| Statutes, is anended to read:
14 102. 111 El ections Canvassi ng Conmi ssi on. - -
15 (1) Inmediately after certification of any election by
16 | the county canvassing board, the results shall be forwarded to
17 | the Departnent of State concerning the election of any federa
18 | or state officer. The Governor, the Secretary of State, and
19| the Director of the Division of Elections shall be the
20 | El ections Canvassi ng Conmi ssion. No nmenber of the conm ssion
21| may be affiliated with a candidate for office or a politica
22 | canpai gn. The El ecti ons Canvassi ng Comi ssi on shal | —as——soon
23 | as—the—offHieciat—resutts—are—conprtedfroma-t—counties,
24 | certify the returns of the election on the date set by federa
25| law for certification of overseas absentee ballots, and
26 | deternmine and decl are who has been el ected for each office. In
27 | the event that any nenber of the El ections Canvassing
28 | Conmi ssion is unavailable to certify the returns of any
29 | el ection, such nenber shall be replaced by a substitute nenber
30| of the Cabinet as determined by the Director of the Division
31| of Elections. |If the county returns are not received by the
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1| Departnent of State by 5 p.m of the seventh day follow ng an

2| election, all missing counties shall be ignored, and the

3| results shown by the returns on file shall be certified.

4 Section 3. The Departnent of State shall devel op an

5| expedited process for certifying voting nachinery.

6 Section 4. Every voter is entitled to have a

7 | provisional ballot. The Departnent of State shall, by rule,

8 | provide a procedure for accepting, handling, and counting

9| provisional ballots.

10 Section 5. This act shall take effect July 1, 2001

11
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13 SENATE SUMVARY

14 Provides that the central voter file adm nistered by the
D vision of Elections of the Departnent of State nust

15 i medi ately refl ect changes to information in the file
and that such changes nuSt be avail able i nmedi ately

16 statew de to users of the file. Prohibits nenbers of the
El ections Canvassing Conmission fromaffiliating with a

17 political candidate or political canpaign. Requires the
comm ssion to certify election returns on the date set by

18 federal law for certification of overseas ballots.
Requires the departnent to devel op an expedited process

19 for certifying voting machines, and a procedure for
accepting, ~handling, "and counting. provisional ballots.

20 Provides™that every voter has a right to have a
provisional ballot:
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