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By the Committee on Natural Resources & Environnental
Protecti on and Representative Harrington

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to | and acquisition and

3 managenent ; anmending s. 253.034, F.S.; defining
4 "conservation | ands"; providing procedure for

5 di sposition of certain surplus conservation

6 | ands by the Board of Trustees of the Interna
7 | nprovenent Trust Fund; revising procedure for
8 eval uating and offering for sale of surplus

9 | ands; providing for disposition of proceeds

10 fromthe sale of surplus nonconservation | ands;
11 exenpting sale of Cross Florida G eenway | ands
12 fromreview by the Acquisition and Restoration
13 Counci |l ; amendi ng ss. 253.7821, 253.7825

14 253. 7827, 253.7828, and 259. 035, F.S.

15 conform ng references and cross references;

16 del eting obsol ete | anguage; anendi ng ss.

17 253. 111 and 253. 115, F.S.; exenpting G eenway
18 | ands fromcertain public notice and hearing
19 requirenents prior to sale, |ease, exchange, or
20 grant of easenent; anending s. 253.781, F.S.

21 renaning the Cross Florida Geenways State

22 Recreation and Conservation Area; anending s.
23 253.7822, F.S.; providing for nodification of
24 the Greenway boundary; anmending s. 253. 7823,

25 F.S.; providing for sale or exchange of surplus
26 | ands within the Greenway; providing for

27 di sposition of fees and proceeds; anending s.
28 253.7829, F.S.; revising requirenents for

29 managenent of Greenway | ands and structures

30 anending s. 253.783, F.S.; deleting obsolete
31 | anguage relating to the disposition of surplus
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1 | ands by the Departnent of Environnental

2 Protection; anmending s. 253.82, F.S.; revising
3 conditions under which certain lands titled to
4 the board of trustees may be declared surplus
5 | ands; revising appraisal requirenents;

6 providing rul emaki ng authority; creating s.

7 253.86, F.S.; providing for nmanagenent and use
8 of certain uplands; providing rul emaki ng

9 authority of the Ofice of Coastal and Aquatic
10 Managed Areas; providing for fees; providing a
11 penalty; creating s. 259.0324, F.S.; creating
12 the Citizenship Conservation and Educati on

13 Program providing |egislative findings and

14 definitions; providing requirenents for

15 participation; providing for use of funds from
16 t he Conservation and Recreation Lands Trust

17 Fund as state matching funds; providing

18 rul emaki ng authority; anmending s. 259. 105,

19 F.S.; revising goals and performance nmeasures
20 of the Florida Forever Act; authorizing the
21 Florida Communities Trust to develop certain
22 goal s and perfornmance neasures; providing
23 rul emaki ng authority; anmending s. 298.22, F.S.
24 aut hori zi ng boards of supervisors of water
25 control districts to construct and nanage
26 resour ce-based recreational facilities;
27 anmending s. 369.255, F.S.; authorizing certain
28 municipalities to create a fundi ng nechani sm
29 for greenspace managenent and exotic plant
30 control; providing an effective date.
31

2
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O WDN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIRPLO O ®~NOO®UuDWNPRER O

Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HB 1969
194- 158A- 01

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (c) is added to subsection (2) of
section 253.034, Florida Statutes, and subsection (6) of said
section is anended, to read:

253.034 State-owned | ands; uses. --

(2) As used in this section, the follow ng phrases
have the foll owi nhg neani ngs:

(c) "Conservation |ands" nmeans |ands that are

currently nmanaged for conservation, outdoor resource-based

recreation, or archaeol ogical or historic preservation, except

those lands that were acquired solely to facilitate the

acqui sition of other conservation |lands. Lands acquired for

uses ot her than conservati on, outdoor resource-based

recreation, or archaeol ogical or historic preservation shal

not be desi gnated conservation | ands except as ot herw se

aut hori zed under this section. These |ands shall include, but

not be linmted to, the following: correction and detention

facilities, mlitary installations and facilities, state

of fice buildings, nmintenance yards, state university or state

community coll ege canpuses, agricultural field stations or

offices, tower sites, |aw enforcenent and license facilities,

| aboratories, hospitals, clinics, and other sites that possess

no significant natural or historical resources. However,

| ands acquired solely to facilitate the acquisition of other

conservation lands, and for which the | and nanagenent pl an has

not yet been conpl eted or updated, nay be eval uated by the

Board of Trustees of the Internal |nprovenent Trust Fund on a

case-by-case basis to deternine if they will be designated

conservati on | ands.
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(6) The Board of Trustees of the Internal | nprovenent
Trust Fund shall determ ne which lands, the title to which is
vested in the board, nay be surplused. Netw-thstanting—s—
253—41%-For conservation | ands, the board shall nmeke a
determ nation that the |lands are no | onger needed for
conservation purposes and nmay di spose of themby a two-thirds
vote. In the case of a | and exchange involving the disposition

of conservation |l ands, the board nust deternine by at |least a

two-thirds vote that the exchange will result in a net

positive conservation benefit.For all other |ands, the board

shall make a deternination that the |lands are no | onger needed
and may di spose of themby majority vote. None of the
sur pl usi ng procedures or requirenents referred to in this

section apply to conveyances all owed under s. 253.025(13).

(a) For the purposes of this subsection, all |ands
acquired by the state prior to July 1, 1999, using proceeds
fromthe Preservati on 2000 bonds, the Conservati on and
Recreation Lands Trust Fund, the Water Managenent Lands Trust
Fund, Environnental |y Endangered Lands Program and the Save
Qur Coast Programand titled to the board, which | ands are
identified as core parcels or within original project
boundari es, shall be deened to have been acquired for
conservation purposes.

(b) For any lands purchased by the state on or after
July 1, 1999, a determination shall be nade by the board prior
to acquisition as to those parcels that shall be designated as
havi ng been acquired for conservation purposes. No |ands
acquired for use by the Departnent of Corrections, the
Depart nent of Managenent Services for use as state offices,
the Departnent of Transportation, except those specifically
managed for conservation or recreation purposes, or the State
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University Systemor the Florida Conmmunity Coll ege System
shal | be desi gnated as havi ng been purchased for conservation
pur poses.

(c) At least every 5 3 years, as a conponent of each
| and managenent plan or |and use plan and in a formand nmanner
prescribed by rule by the board, each managenent entity shal
evaluate and indicate to the board those lands that the entity
manages which are not being used for the purpose for which
they were originally |eased. Such | ands shall be reviewed by
the council for its reconmendati on as to whet her such | ands
shoul d be di sposed of by the board.

(d) Lands owned by the board which are not actively
managed by any state agency or for which a | and nanagenent
pl an has not been conpl eted pursuant to subsection (5) shal
be reviewed by the council or its successor for its
reconmendati on as to whether such |ands shoul d be di sposed of
by the board.

(e) Prior to any decision by the board to surplus
| ands, the Acquisition and Restoration Council shall review
and make recomendations to the board concerning the request
for surplusing. The council shall determni ne whether the
request for surplusing is conpatible with the resource val ues
of and managenent objectives for such | ands.

(f) In reviewi ng | ands owned by the board, the counci
of—ts—sdeceessor shall consi der whet her such | ands woul d be
nore appropriately owned or managed by the county or other
unit of local governnent in which the land is | ocated. The
counci | er—its—stecessor shall recomend to the board whet her
a sale, lease, or other conveyance to a |ocal governnent woul d
be in the best interests of the state and | ocal governnent.
The provisions of this paragraph in no way linmt the
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1| provisions of ss. 253.111 and 253. 115. Such | ands shall be

2| offered to the state, county, or |ocal government for a period

3] of 30 96 days. Permittable uses for such surplus |ands may

4 | include public schools; public libraries; fire or |aw

5| enforcenent substations; and governnental, judicial, or

6 | recreational centers. County or |ocal governnment requests for
7 | surplus lands shall be expedited throughout the surpl using

8| process. If the county or | ocal governnent does not elect to

9 | purchase such lands in accordance with s. 253.111, then any

10 | surplusing deternination involving other governnental agencies
11 | shall be made upon the board deciding the best public use of
12 | t he | ands. State—agenctes—shatH—have—the—subseguent

13 | epportuni-ty—to—acgui+e—the—surptus—tands—for—aperiotdnot—to
14 | exceed—30—days—after—theoffer—to—acounty or—tocal—government
15 | expirres—Surpl us properties in which governnental agencies

16 | have expressed no interest shall then be available for sale on
17 | the private nmarket.

18 (g) Lands determi ned to be surplus pursuant to this

19 | subsection shall be sold for fair market value or the price

20| paid by the state or a water managenent district to originally
21| acquire the lands, whichever is greater, except that the price
22 | of lands sold as surplus to any unit of governnent shall not
23 | exceed the price paid by the state or a water nanagenent

24 | district to originally acquire the lands. A unit of governnent
25| which acquires title to | ands hereunder for less than fair

26 | mar ket value may not sell or transfer title to all or any

27 | portion of the lands to any private owner for a period of 10
28 | years. Any unit of governnent seeking to transfer or sel

29 | lands pursuant to this paragraph shall first allow the board
30| of trustees to reacquire such |ands. The board of trustees

31
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may reacquire such lands for the price at which they sold such
| ands.

(h) \Where a unit of governnment acquired |and by gift,
donation, grant, quit-claimdeed, or other such conveyance
where no nonetary considerati on was exchanged, the price of
| and sold as surplus shall not exceed the fair market val ue of
the lands. Fair market val ue shall be determ ned by the
average of two separate appraisals. The individual or entity
requesting the surplus shall select and use appraisers from
the list of approved appraisers naintained by the Division of
State Lands in accordance with s. 253.025(6)(b). The
i ndi vidual or entity requesting the surplus is to incur al
costs of the appraisals.

(i) After reviewi ng the reconmendations of the counci
or its successor, the board shall determ ne whet her | ands
identified for surplus are to be held for other public
pur poses or whether such | ands are no | onger needed. The
board nay require an agency to release its interest in such
| ands.

(j) Requests for surplusing nmay be nmade by any public
or private entity or person. Al requests shall be subnitted
to the | ead nmanagi ng agency for review and recommendation to
the council or its successor. Lead nmanagi ng agenci es shal
have 90 days to review such requests and nake reconmendati ons.
Any surpl using requests that have not been acted upon within
the 90-day tine period shall be i mediately schedul ed for
hearing at the next regularly schedul ed neeting of the counci
or its successor. Requests for surplusing pursuant to this
par agraph shall not be required to be offered to | ocal or
state governnents as provided in paragraph (f).
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(k) Proceeds fromany sale of surplus | ands pursuant
to this subsection shall be deposited into the fund from which
such | ands were acquired. However, if the fund from which the
| ands were originally acquired no | onger exists, such proceeds
shal | be deposited into an appropriate account to be used for
| and managenent by the | ead managi ng agency assigned the | ands
prior to the | ands being declared surplus. Funds received from

the sal e of surplus nonconservation | ands, or |ands that were

acquired by gift, by donation, or for no consideration, shal

be deposited into the Internal |nprovenent Trust Fund.

(1) Notwithstanding the provisions of this subsection
no such disposition of land shall be nade if such disposition
woul d have the effect of causing all or any portion of the
i nterest on any revenue bonds issued to | ose the exclusion
fromgross incone for federal incone tax purposes.

(m The sale of filled, formerly subnerged | and that
does not exceed 5 acres in area is not subject to review by
the council or its successor

(n) The sale of | ands nanaged pursuant to ss.
253.781-253. 785 is not subject to review by the council.

Section 2. Subsection (3) of section 253.111, Florida

Statutes, is anended, and paragraph (c) is added to subsection

(6) of said section, to read

253.111 Notice to board of county conmi ssioners before
sal e.--The Board of Trustees of the Internal |nprovenent Trust
Fund of the state may not sell any land to which they hold
title unless and until they afford an opportunity to the
county in which such land is situated to receive such land on
the following terns and conditions:

(3) If the board receives, within 30 45 days after
notice is given to the board of county conmi ssioners pursuant

8
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to subsection (1), the certified copy of the resolution
provided for in subsection (2), the board shall forthwith
convey to the county such land at a price that is equal to its
apprai sed nmarket val ue established by generally accepted
prof essi onal standards for real estate appraisal and subject
to such other ternms and conditions as the board determ nes.

(6) This section does not apply to:

(a) Any land exchange approved by the board; e+

(b) The conveyance of any lands |ocated within the
Evergl ades Agricultural Area; or=—

(c) Lands nmanaged pursuant to ss. 253.781-253. 785.
Section 3. Paragraphs (h) and (i) of subsection (5) of

section 253.115, Florida Statutes, are anended, and paragraph
(j) is added to said subsection, to read:

253.115 Public notice and hearings. --

(5) The notice and publication requirenents of this
section do not apply to:

(h) The conveyance of | ands pursuant to the provisions
of s. 373.4592(4)(b); e+

(i) Renewals, nodifications, or assignments; or=—

(j) Lands nmanaged pursuant to ss. 253.781-253. 785.

Section 4. Section 253.781, Florida Statutes, is

amended to read:

253.781 Retention of state-owned | ands al ong forner
Cross Florida Barge Canal route; creation of Marjorie Harris
Carr Cross Florida Geenway Geenways State Recreation and
Conservation Area; authorizing transfer to the Federal

Government for inclusion in Ccala National Forest.--

(1) It is the intent of the Legislature to conserve
and protect the natural resources and scenic beauty of the
Cckl awaha ©&tawaha River Valley and all lands and interests

9
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fornmerly acquired by the state or Federal Government for
construction and operation of the Cross Florida Barge Canal
It is the finding of the Legislature that these areas have a
signi ficant inmpact upon environnmental and recreationa
resources of statew de inportance and that public ownership of
and access to such areas are necessary and desirable to
protect the health, welfare, safety, and quality of |ife of
the residents of this state and to inplenent s. 7, Art. |1l of
the State Constitution. It is further the finding of the
Legislature that retention of ownership and control of the
majority of the lands by the state and the ownership and
control of additional portions by the Federal CGovernnent as
part of the Ccala National Forest will properly protect and
conserve the natural resources and scenic beauty of Florida,
enhance recreational opportunities, and be in the public
interest. To achieve these goals, the Legislature hereby
creates the Marjorie Harris Carr Cross Florida G eenway
Geenways State Recreation and Conservation Area.

(2) The departnent is authorized to transfer for

consi deration ownership of all lands or interests in | ands
previously owned by the canal authority contained within the
exi sting boundary of the Ccala National Forest and any
extensi on of the boundary of the Ocala National Forest in
Put nam County to the United States Departnment of Agriculture
for the purpose of inclusion in the Ccala National Forest.

(3) The Board of Trustees of the Internal | nprovenent
Trust Fund nmay acquire by purchase, exchange of other state
| ands, or the exercise of the power of emi nent domain the fee
title to lands acquired in less-than-fee title and to
privately owned | ands that break the continuity of publicly
owned | ands within the original canal corridor as specified in

10
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1| the University Planning Team G eenway Managenent Pl an al ong

2| the canal route, using canal authority assets transferred to
3| the departnment or using state, local, or federal funds

4 | dedicated to acquiring lands for conservation and recreation
5| The Legislature finds that such exercise of the power of

6 | eminent domain to acconplish the purposes of this sectionis
7 | necessary and for a public purpose. Such power of eninent

8 | domai n nmust be exercised pursuant to chapter 73.

9 (4) Lands transferred pursuant to this section by the
10 | departnent nmy reserve existing road rights-of-way.

11 Section 5. Section 253.7821, Florida Statutes, is

12 | anended to read:

13 253.7821 Marjorie Harris Carr Cross Florida G eenway
14 | Geenways State Recreation and Conservation Area assigned to
15| the Ofice of the Executive Director.--The Marjorie Harris

16 | Carr Cross Florida G eenway Geenways State Recreation and

17 | Conservation Area(Geenway)is hereby established and is

18 | initially assigned to the Ofice of Greenways and Trails

19 | Managerent within the Ofice of the Secretary. The office

20 | shall manage the G eenway greemways pursuant to the

21 | departnent's existing statutory authority until admnistrative
22 | rul es are adopted by the departnent. However, the provisions
23| of this act shall control in any conflict between this act and
24 | any other authority of the departnent.

25 Section 6. Section 253.7822, Florida Statutes, is

26 | anended to read:

27 253. 7822 Boundaries of the Marjorie Harris Carr Cross
28 | Florida G eenway Greenways State Recreation and Conservation
29 | Area; coordination of nmanagenent activities.--

30 (1) The initial boundaries of the G eenway greenways
31| shall be as follows, as described in the August 30, 1992,
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managenent pl an published by the University of Florida
Uni versity Pl anni ng Team

(a) Segnents 1, 2, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9 of the Base
Boundary.

(b) Segnents 3 and 4 of the Payback Boundary I

(2) The Board of Trustees of the Internal | nprovenent
Trust Fund is authorized to nodify the recommended G eenway

boundary as described in subsection (1) to include other

contiguous lands acquired after the effective date of this act
whi ch are suitable for recreati on, conservation, or as
wildlife corridors wthinthe—-greenways. The board is al so
authorized to nodify the Greenway greenways boundaries as
needed to resol ve boundary disputes and to reflect the sale of
surplus | ands; however, no such nodifications may result in a
di scontinuous corridor or a corridor |ess than 300 yards in

wi dt h, except as provided for by federal |aw.

Section 7. Section 253.7823, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

253. 7823 Disposition of surplus |ands—cenpensation—of
counti-es—tocatetd—wthin—the—Cross—FHori-da—Canal—Navi-gation
Bi-striet. - -

12
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(1) The Board of Trustees of the Internal | nprovenent

Trust Fund nmay authorize the sale or exchange of surplus | ands

within the former Cross Florida Barge Canal project corridor

In identifying such surplus | ands, the departnent shall give

consideration to those |ands that are deternined to be

unnecessary to effectuate the creation of recreationa

opportunities and conservation activities for which the

Marjorie Harris Carr Cross Florida G eenway State Recreation

and Conservation Area was created

(2) Sale or exchange of said surplus |lands within the

fornmer corridor shall be subject to the requirenents of s.
253. 783.
(3) Any fees froml eases or easenents or any proceeds

fromthe sale or exchange of lands within the fornmer corridor

shal | be deposited into the Land Acquisition Trust Fund.
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Section 8. Subsections (1) and (2) and paragraphs (c)
and (d) of subsection (4) of section 253.7825, Florida
Statutes, are anended to read

253. 7825 Recreational uses.--

(1) The Marjorie Harris Carr Cross Florida G eenway
Geenways State Recreation and Conservation Area nust be
managed as a nultipl e-use area pursuant to s. 253.034(2)(a),

and as further provided herein. The University of Florida
Managenent Pl an provides a conceptual recreational plan that
may ultinately be devel oped at various |ocations throughout
the Greenway greenways corridor. The plan proposes to |locate a
nunber of the larger, nore conprehensive and conpl ex
recreational facilities in sensitive, natural resource areas.
Future site-specific studies and investigations nust be
conducted by the departnent to determne conpatibility with,
and potential for adverse inpact to, existing natura
resources, need for the facility, the availability of other
alternative locations with reduced adverse inpacts to existing
14
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natural resources, and the proper specific sites and |ocations
for the nore conprehensive and conplex facilities.

Furthernore, it is appropriate, with the approval of the
departnent, to allow nore fishing docks, boat |aunches, and
other user-oriented facilities to be devel oped and nai nt ai ned
by | ocal governnents.

(2) In deternining appropriate recreational uses of
G eenway greenways | ands, the pronotion and devel opnent of
resources-based activities shall be given priority
consi deration, although user-oriented activities shall not be
arbitrarily prohibited when site-specific studies indicate
conpatibility of the proposed use with natural or cultura
resour ces.

(4)

(c) Resources-based recreational activities associated
with the horse park-agricultural center, including, but not
l[imted to, recreational trails, trails for endurance or
conpetitive riding, steeplechase, and other related activities
may be pernmitted within the G eenway greenways boundary. The
Ofice of Geenways and Trail s greeaways—fanag-ng—entity shal

retain jurisdiction over such activities occurring within the

G eenvay greenways boundary.
(d) Those activities and structures associated with

the horse park-agricultural center which are determ ned by the

Ofice of Geenways and Trail s greeaways—fahagng—entity to be
i nappropriate uses of G eenway greenways | ands shall be sited

on | ands outside the Geenway greenways boundary.

Section 9. Section 253.7827, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

253. 7827 Transportation and utility crossings of

G eenvay greenways | ands. - -
15
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(1) The Legislature recognizes that fromtine to tine
it may be necessary to serve statew de public needs by
allowing transportation and utility uses to cross the G eenway
greenways | ands. \When these crossings are needed, the
| ocation and design should consider and nitigate the inpact on
environnental resources, and the value of the |and shall be
pai d based on fair market val ue.

(2) In furtherance of previous |egislative decisions
and policy, the Legislature recognizes the need for the
Lebanon Station-to-WIdwood Turnpi ke toll road extension and
the need for it to cross G eenway greenways | ands at the
i ntersection of State Road 200 and State Road 484. The
Departnent of Transportation shall pay fair conpensation for
the |l ands needed to acconplish the crossing of G eenway
greenways | ands and shall nitigate the inpacts of the crossing
to the extent practicabl e practieal

(3) Furthernore, the Legislature recognizes the needs
expressed by Marion County to provide for the southerly
extension of Sixtieth Avenue between State Road 200 and
Interstate 75 and for the extension to cross the G eenway
greenways |lands to allow for the orderly growth and
devel opnent of Marion County. Right-of-way for this extension

across G eenway greenways | ands shall be designed to mitigate
the inpacts to the extent practicabl e practieat, and the val ue
of such lands shall be paid based on fair market val ue er—at

Section 10. Section 253.7828, Florida Statutes, is
anended to read:

16
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253. 7828 I npairnent of use or conservation by agencies
prohibited.--Al agencies of the state, regional planning
councils, water nmanagenent districts, and | ocal governnents
shal | recogni ze the special character of the |ands and waters
designated by the state as the Marjorie Harris Carr Cross
Florida G eenway Geenways State Recreation and Conservation
Area and shall not take any action which will inpair its use

and conservati on.

Section 11. Section 253.7829, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

253. 7829 Managenent plan for retention or disposition
of former Cross Florida Barge Canal |ands; authority to nmanage
| ands until disposition.--

(1) It is declared to be in the public interest that

the departnent shall do and is hereby authorized to perform

any managenent activities for the public purposes described in

this section, and i ncur any and all expenses necessary,

conveni ent, and proper to:

(a) Provide updates as needed to the managenent plan

for the Marjorie Harris Carr Cross Florida Geenway State

Recreati on and Conservation Area subnitted to the Governor and
Cabi net on August 30, 1992. Updates will reflect boundary
anmendnents due to acquistion of additional |ands; boundary

anmendnents due to surplus of lands identified in the

reconmrended boundary as described in s. 253.7822(1)(a) and

(b), and any changes i n managenent activiti es.

(b) Operate and nmaintain existing |lands and interests

in lands, appurtenances, structures, and faciliti es.

Operati on and nmi ntenance of water control structures may be

del egated by the departnent to the St. Johns River Water

Managenent District or the Southwest Florida Water Managenent
17

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIRPLO O ®~NOO®UuDWNPRER O

Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HB 1969
194- 158A- 01

District, as necessary. Rights-of-way necessary for the

construction and nmai ntenance of electric transmnmi ssion |ines

may be aut hori zed.

(2) The devel opnent of hydroelectric power is a

conpati bl e use of Geenway | ands and nay be considered by the

Board of Trustees of the Internal |nprovenent Trust Fund as an

al |l onabl e use within the Greenway boundary of Lake Rousseau

and the | ower Wthlacoochee River, provided that such

hydroel ectric power conplies with all requisite state and

federal environnental and water nanagenent standar ds.

(3) The final disposition of the water contro

structures nust be outlined in the managenent plan as adopted

by the Legislature. Such plan shall not be inplenented unti

state legislation specifically directing inplenentation of the

submitted plan or a nodified plan, as recomended, becones

effective.
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Section 12. Paragraphs (a) and (e) of subsection (2)
of section 253.783, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

253.783 Additional powers and duties of the
departnent; disposition of surplus |ands; paynents to
counties.--

(2) It is declared to be in the public interest that
the departnent shall do and is hereby authorized to do any and
all things and incur and pay, for the public purposes
descri bed herein, any and all expenses necessary, convenient,
and proper to:

(a) Ofer any land declared to be surplus, at current
apprai sed value, to the counties in which the surplus | and
lies, for acquisition for specific public purposes. Any

the—Federat—Covernment—or—anyageneythereof—purstant—to—s—
23
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253.82 Title of state or private owners to Mirphy Act
| ands. - -

(2)(a) The title to any | and which was acquired by the
state under chapter 18296, Laws of Florida, 1937, except those
parcel s whi ch have been sold, conveyed, dedicated, or rel eased
by the state pursuant to subsection (1), is hereby vested in
the Board of Trustees of the Internal |nprovenent Trust Fund.

(b) Land to which title is vested in the board of
trustees by paragraph (a) shall be treated in the sane manner
as ot her nonsovereignty | ands owned by the board. However,
any parcel of land the title to which is vested in the Board
of Trustees of the Internal I|nprovenent Trust Fund pursuant to
this section which is 10 5 acres or less in size and has an
apprai sed market val ue of $250, 000$166, 660 or |ess is hereby
decl ared surplus, except for |lands determ ned to be needed for

state use,and nmay be sold in any manner provided by law. Only
one appraisal shall be required for a sale of such |and. A

proceeds fromthe sale of such | and shall be deposited into
the Internal |nprovenent Trust Fund. The Board of Trustees of

the Internal Inprovenent Trust Fund is authorized to adopt

rules to inplenent the provisions of this subsection

25
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1 | revive—any—cta-mor—Hen—previousty—extingui-shed—by—operation
2 | ef—taw-

3 Section 14. Section 253.86, Florida Statutes, is

4| created to read

5 253.86 Managenent and use of state-owned or other

6 | upl ands; rul enaking authority.--

7 (1) The Ofice of Coastal and Aquatic Managed Areas of
8 | the Departnment of Environnental Protection shall have the

9| authority to pronmulgate rules to govern the nanagenent and use
10 | of state-owned or other uplands above the nean or ordinary

11| high water line assigned to it for managenent. Such rul es may
12 | include, but shall not be limted to, establishing prohibited
13| activities or restrictions on activities, consistent with the
14 | purposes for which the | ands were acquired, designated, or

15| dedi cated, and charging fees for use of lands. All fees

16 | collected shall be used for the managenent of upl ands nmnaged
17 | by the office.

18 (2) Any person violating or otherwise failing to

19 | conply with the rul es adopted under this section commits a

20 | noncrimnal violation as defined in s. 775.08(3), punishable
21| by fine, not to exceed $500 per violation

22 Section 15. Section 259.0324, Florida Statutes, is

23| created to read:

24 259.0324 Citizenship Conservation and Education

25| Program - -

26 (1) There is created the Citizenship Conservation and
27 | Education Programto assist the state in the nanagenent of its
28 | conservation and recreation |lands and to educate residents and
29 | visitors, especially children

30 (2) The Legislature finds that:

31
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(a) Inforned citizen participation is necessary to

i nprove and expand efforts to preserve, conserve, and restore

our natural heritage and environnent.

(b) Many children are not afforded scientific

pl ace- based opportunities to gain hands-on experi ence or

know edge that supports understandi ng of our natural world.

(c) Many fanilies and individuals, especially those

living in urban environnents, are not aware of or do not have

sufficient access to Florida' s extensive conservation and

recreational | ands.

(d) Many residents and visitors have little know edge

of the conposition of ecosystens and the inpact of various

activities on them

(3) As used in this section

(a) "Agency" neans any governnental entity receiving

funds for managenent purposes pursuant to s. 259.032.

(b) "Conservation education" neans the practice of

provi di ng outdoor experiences and interpretation regardi ng

natural systens, plants, animals, and water, and

i nt erconnecti ons anong t hem

(c) "Conservation education destinations" nmeans public

| ands and buil di ngs used for the purpose of providing

educati onal experiences and i nfornmation

(d) "Conservation education providers" neans

organi zations that currently or may at sone tinme offer to

provi de conservati on education experiences or destinations. At

a mnimum any such providers shall be:

1. A Florida corporation not for profit incorporated

under the provisions of chapter 617 and approved by the

Departnent of State.

27
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2. Ogani zed and operated to conduct progranms and

activities; raise funds; request and receive grants, gifts,

and bequests of nobney; acquire, receive, hold, invest, and

administer, in its own nane, securities, funds, objects of

val ue, or other property, real or personal; and nake

expenditures to or for the direct or indirect benefit of

conservation and recreational | ands owned by the state.

3. Determined by the appropriate | ead nanagi ng agency

to be consistent with the goals of that agency and in the best

interests of the state.

4. Approved in witing by the appropriate | ead

nmanagi ng agency to operate for the direct or indirect benefit

of publicly owned conservation and recreational |ands. Such

approval shall be given in a letter of agreenent fromthe | ead

nmanagi ng agency.

(4) Agencies may pernit, without charge, appropriate

use of fixed property and facilities on their conservation and

recreation |lands by conservation education providers, subject

to the provisions of this section. Such use shall be directly

in keeping with the approved purposes of the conservation

educati on provider and may not be nade at tinmes or places that

woul d unreasonably interfere with opportunities for the

general public to use the property or facilities.

(5) Agencies may prescribe by rule any condition with

whi ch a conservation education provider shall conply in order

to use fixed property or facilities.

(6) Agencies shall not pernit the use of any fixed

property or facilities by a conservati on educati on provider

t hat does not provide equal nenbership and enpl oynent

opportunities to all persons regardl ess of race, color

religion, sex, age, or national origin.
28
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(7) Agencies may use funds annually appropriated from

t he Conservati on and Recreati on Lands Trust Fund for use as

state matching funds, in conjunction with private donations

from conservati on education providers, for environnental

education facilities, materials, or other related activities.

(8) State funds used pursuant to this section shall be

used for matching private donations for 25 percent of each

project's costs.

(9) Agencies are authorized to properly recogni ze and

honor conservati on educati on providers who nake donati ons of

mat chi ng funds by placing a plaque or other appropriate

desi gnation noting the contribution to project facilities, or

by naming project facilities after the provider who nade the

donati on.
(10) Agencies are authorized to adopt necessary

admnistrative rules to carry out the purposes of this

secti on.

Section 16. Subsection (4) of section 259.035, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

259.035 Acquisition and Restoration Council. --

(4) The council may use existing rules adopted by the
board of trustees, until it devel ops and recomends anendnents
to those rules, to conpetitively evaluate, select, and rank
projects eligible for the Conservation and Recreation Lands
list pursuant to ss. 259.032(3) and 259.101(4) and, begi nning
no later than May 1, 2001, for Florida Forever funds pursuant
to s. 259.105(3)(b). In developing or anending the rules, the
council shall give weight to the criteria included in s.
259.105(10) t9). The board of trustees shall reviewthe
reconmendati ons and shall adopt rul es necessary to adm nister
this section.

29
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Section 17. Present subsections (4), (7), (8), (13),
(14), and (16) of section 259.105, Florida Statutes, are
anended, subsections (5) through (20) are renunbered as
subsections (6) through (21), respectively, and subsection (5)
is added to said section, to read:

259.105 The Florida Forever Act.--

(4) It is the intent of the Legislature that projects
or acquisitions funded pursuant to paragraphs (3)(a) and (b)
contribute to the achi evenent of the followi ng goals and
per f or rance neasures:

(a) Enhance the coordination and conpletion of |and

acqui sition projects, as neasured by:

1. The nunber of acres acquired through the state's

| and acquisition prograns that contribute to the conpletion of

Fl orida Preservation 2000 projects or projects begun before

Fl ori da Preservati on 2000;

2. The nunber of acres protected through the use of

alternatives to fee-sinple acquisition; or

3. The nunber of shared-acquisition projects anbng

Fl orida Forever funding partners and partners with other

fundi ng sources, including |ocal governnments and the Federa

Gover nnent .
(b) Increase the protection of Florida's hiodiversity

at the species, natural comunity, and | andscape | evels, as

neasur ed bhy:

1. The nunber of acres acquired of significant

strategi c habitat conservation areas;

2. The nunber of acres acquired of highest priority

conservation areas for Florida's rarest species;

30
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1 3. The nunber of acres acquired of significant

2 | l andscapes, | andscape |inkages, and conservation corridors,
3]l giving priority to conpl eting |inkages;

4 4. The nunber of acres acquired of underrepresented
5| native ecosystens;

6 5. The nunber of |andscape-sized protection areas of
7] at least 50,000 acres that exhibit a npsaic of predom nantly
8| intact or restorable natural comunities established through
9 | new acquisition projects or augnentations to previous

10 | projects; or

11 6. The percentage increase in the nunber of

12 | occurrences of endangered species, threatened species, or

13 | species of special concern on publicly nmanaged conservation
14 | areas.

15 (c) Protect, restore, and naintain the quality and

16 | natural functions of land, water, and wetl and systems of the
17 | state, as neasured by:

18 1. The nunber of acres of publicly owned | and

19 | identified as needing restoration, acres undergoing

20 | restoration, and acres with restoration activities conpl eted;
21 2. The percentage of water segnents that fully neet,
22 | partially neet, or do not neet their designated uses as

23 | reported in the Departnent of Environnental Protection's State
24 | Water Quality Assessnent 305(b) Report;

25 3. The percentage conpletion of targeted capita

26 | i nprovenents in surface water inprovenent and nmanagenent pl ans
27 | created under s. 373.453(2), regional or naster stornmater
28 | managenent system pl ans, or other adopted restoration pl ans;
29 4. The nunber of acres acquired that protect natura
30| fl oodpl ain functions;

31
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5. The nunber of acres acquired that protect surface

wat ers of the state;

6. The nunber of acres identified for acquisition to

m ni ni ze damage from fl oodi ng and the percentage of those

acres acquired;

7. The nunber of acres acquired that protect fragile

coastal resources;

8. The nunber of acres of functional wetland systens

pr ot ect ed;
9. The percentage of nmiles of critically eroding

beaches contiguous with public |ands that are restored or

protected fromfurther erosion

10. The percentage of public |lakes and rivers in which

i nvasi ve, nonnative aquatic plants are under mai ntenance

control; or
11. The nunber of acres of public conservation |ands

in which upland invasive, exotic plants are under nmi ntenance

control.
(d) Ensure that sufficient quantities of water are

avail able to neet the current and future needs of natura

systens and the citizens of the state, as neasured by:

1. The nunber of acres acquired which provide

retention and storage of surface water in naturally occurring

storage areas, such as |akes and wetl| ands, consistent with the

nmai nt enance of water resources or water supplies and

consistent with district water supply pl ans;

2. The quantity of water nmde avail able through the

wat er resource devel opnent conponent of a district water

supply plan for which a water managenent district is

responsi ble; or

32
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3. The nunber of acres acquired of groundwater

recharge areas critical to springs, sinks, aquifers, other

natural systens, or water supply.

(e) Increase natural resource-based public

recreational and educati onal opportunities, as neasured by:

1. The nunber of acres acquired that are available for

nat ural resource-based public recreation or education

2. The nmiles of trails that are available for public

recreation, giving priority to those that provide significant

connections, including those that will assist in conpleting

the Florida National Scenic Trail; or

3. The nunber of new resource-based recreation

facilities, by type, made available on public | and.

(f) Preserve significant archaeol ogical or historic

sites, as neasured hy:

1. The increase in the nunber of and percentage of

hi storic and archaeol ogi cal properties listed in the Florida

Master Site File or National Register of Historic Places,

which are protected or preserved for public use; or

2. The increase in the nunber and percentage of

hi storic and archaeol ogi cal properties that are in state

owner shi p.
(g) Increase the anobunt of forestland avail able for

sust ai nabl e nanagenent of natural resources, as neasured by:

1. The nunber of acres acquired that are available for

sust ai nabl e forest managenent;

2. The nunber of acres of state-owned forestland

managed for econonmic return in accordance with current best

managenment practi ces;

33
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1 3. The nunber of acres of forestland acquired that

2| will serve to maintain natural groundwater recharge functions;
3| or

4 4. The percentage and nunber of acres identified for
5| restoration actually restored by reforestation.

6 (h) Increase the anbunt of open space available in

7 | urban areas, as neasured by:

8 1. The percentage of |ocal governnents that

9| participate in | and acquisition prograns and acquire open

10 | space in urban cores; or

11 2. The percentage and nunber of acres of purchases of
12 | open space within urban service areas.

5
%

i{

w
o

w
=

34
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HB 1969
194- 158A- 01

© 00 N o O W DN PP

W NNNNNNMNNNNNRRRRERRRERRPR R R
©O © ® N o U N WNERO®OGBW-NOOUNMOWINIEO

w
=

35
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HB 1969
194- 158A- 01

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21 (5) Florida Forever projects and acquisitions funded
22 | pursuant to paragraph (3)(c) shall be nmeasured by goal s

23 | devel oped by rule by the governing body of the Florida

24 | Communities Trust created in s. 380.504.

25 (8)t#H(a) Beginning no later than July 1, 2001, and
26 | every year thereafter, the Acquisition and Restoration Counci
27 | shall accept applications fromstate agencies, |oca

28 | governnents, nonprofit and for-profit organizations, private
29 | land trusts, and individuals for project proposals eligible
30| for funding pursuant to paragraph (3)(b). The council shal
31| evaluate the proposal s received pursuant to this subsection to

36
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ensure that they neet at |east one of the criteria under
subsection(10) {9y

(b) Project applications shall contain, at a mninmum
the foll ow ng:

1. A nmininumof two nuneric perfornance neasures that
directly relate to the overall goals adopted by the council.
Each performance neasure shall include a baseline neasurenent,
which is the current situation; a performance standard which
t he project sponsor anticipates the project will achieve; and
t he performance neasurenent itself, which should reflect the
incremental inprovenents the project acconplishes towards
achi eving the perfornance standard.

2. Proof that property owners within any proposed
acqui sition have been notified of their inclusion in the
proposed project. Any property owner nmy request the renoval
of such property fromfurther consideration by subnmitting a
request to the project sponsor or the Acquisition and
Restoration Council by certified mail. Upon receiving this
request, the council shall delete the property fromthe
proposed project; however, the board of trustees, at the tine
it votes to approve the proposed project lists pursuant to
subsection(17){*6), may add the property back on to the
project lists if it determnes by a super mpjority of its
nmenbers that such property is critical to achieve the purposes
of the project.

(c) The title to lands acquired under this section
shall vest in the Board of Trustees of the Interna
| nprovenent Trust Fund, except that title to |lands acquired by
a wat er managenent district shall vest in the nane of that
district and lands acquired by a | ocal governnent shall vest
in the nane of the purchasing | ocal governnent.
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1 (9) £8) The Acquisition and Restoration Council shal

2| develop a project list that shall represent those projects

3| submitted pursuant to subsection(8){#r.

4 (14) (33) An affirmative vote of five nenbers of the

5] Acquisition and Restoration Council shall be required in order
6| to place a proposed project on the |list devel oped pursuant to
7 | subsection(9){8). Any nenber of the council who by famly or
8 | a business relationship has a connection with any project

9 | proposed to be ranked shall declare such interest prior to

10| voting for a project's inclusion on the |ist.

11 (15) (34) Each year that bonds are to be issued

12 | pursuant to this section, the Acquisition and Restoration

13 | Council shall review the npbst current approved project |ist
14 | and shall, by the first board neeting in May, present to the
15| Board of Trustees of the Internal |nprovenent Trust Fund for
16 | approval a listing of projects devel oped pursuant to

17 | subsection(9){8). The board of trustees may renove projects
18| fromthe list devel oped pursuant to this subsection, but may
19 | not add projects or rearrange project rankings.

20 (17) 36} Al proposals for projects pursuant to

21 | paragraph (3)(b) or subsection(21){26)yshall be inpl enented

22| only if adopted by the Acquisition and Restoration Council and
23 | approved by the board of trustees. The council shall consider
24 | and evaluate in witing the nerits and denerits of each

25| project that is proposed for Florida Forever funding and each
26 | proposed addition to the Conservati on and Recreation Lands

27 | list program The council shall ensure that each proposed

28 | project will neet a stated public purpose for the restoration
29 | conservation, or preservation of environmentally sensitive

30| lands and water areas or for providing outdoor recreationa

31| opportunities and that each proposed addition to the

38
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Conservation and Recreation Lands list will neet the public
pur poses under s. 259.032(3) and, when applicable, s.
259.101(4). The council also shall determ ne whether the
project or addition conforms, where applicable, with the
conpr ehensi ve pl an devel oped pursuant to s. 259.04(1)(a), the
conpr ehensi ve nul ti purpose outdoor recreation plan devel oped
pursuant to s. 375.021, the state |ands managenent plan
adopted pursuant to s. 253.03(7), the water resources work

pl ans devel oped pursuant to s. 373.199, and the provisions of
this section.

(21) £26) The Acquisition and Restoration Council, as
successors to the Land Acquisition and Managenent Advi sory
Council, may anend existing Conservation and Recreation Lands
projects and add to or delete fromthe 2000 Conservation and
Recreation Lands list until funding for the Conservation and
Recreati on Lands program has been expended. The anmendnents to
t he 2000 Conservation and Recreation Lands list will be
reported to the board of trustees in conjunction with the
council's report devel oped pursuant to subsection(14) (15}.

Section 18. Subsection (12) is added to section
298.22, Florida Statutes, to read

298. 22 Powers of supervisors.--The board of
supervisors of the district has full power and authority to
construct, conplete, operate, maintain, repair, and replace
any and all works and i nprovenents necessary to execute the
wat er control plan. Subject to the applicable provisions of
chapter 373 or chapter 403, the board of supervisors:

(12) WMy construct, nmanage, or authorize construction

and managenent of resource-based recreational facilities that

may include greenways, trails, and associated facilities.
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Section 19. Section 369.255, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

369.255 Geen utility ordinances for funding
gr eenspace nmanagenent and exotic plant control. --

(1) LEG SLATIVE FINDI NG --The Legislature finds that
t he proper nmanagenent of greenspace areas, including, wthout
limtation, the urban forest, greenways, private and public
forest preserves, wetlands, and aquatic zones, is essential to
the state's environnent and econony and to the health and
safety of its residents and visitors. The Legislature also
finds that the limtation and control of nonindi genous plants
and tree replacenent and nmi ntenance are vital to achieving
the natural systens and recreational |ands goals and policies
of the state pursuant to s. 187.201(10), the State
Conprehensive Plan. It is the intent of this section to
enabl e | ocal governnments to establish a mechanismto provide
dedi cated funding for the aforenentioned activities, when
deened necessary by a that county or nunicipality.

(2) In addition to any ot her fundi ng nmechani sns
|l egally available to counties and nmunicipalities to contro

i nvasi ve, noni ndi genous aquatic or upland plants and nanage
urban forest resources, a county or nunicipality may create

one or nore green utilities or adopt fees sufficient to plan
restore, and nmanage urban forest resources, greenways, forest
preserves, wetlands, and other aquatic zones and create a
stewardshi p grant program for private natural areas. Counties
or nmunicipalities nay create, alone or in cooperation with

ot her counties or nunicipalities pursuant to the Florida

Interl ocal Cooperation Act, s. 163.01, one or nobre greenspace
managenent districts to fund the planning, nmanagenent,
operation, and admi nistration of a greenspace nmanagenent
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program The fees shall be collected on a voluntary basis as
set forth by the county or nmunicipality and calculated to

generate sufficient funds to plan, manage, operate, and
adm ni ster a greenspace nanagenent program Private natura
areas assessed according to s. 193.501 would qualify for
stewardshi p grants.

(3) This section shall only apply to counties with a
popul ati on of 500,000 or nore and nunicipalities with a

popul ati on of 200, 000 or nore.

(4) Nothing in this section shall authorize counties
or nmunicipalities to require any nongovernmental entity to

collect the fee described in subsection (2) on their behalf.
Section 20. This act shall take effect July 1, 2001

R S R R Rk Ik b O I IR IRk S kO R Rk I

HOUSE SUMVARY

Revi ses provi si ons relatln? to disposition of surplus
| ands by the_Board of Trusftees of the Interna

| nprovenent Trust Fund and the Departnment of

Envi ronnmental Protection, including conservation |ands,
as defined in the act. Renanes the Cross Fl orida
G eenways State Recreation and Conservation Area as the
Marjorie Harris Carr Cross Florida G eenway State
Recreation and Conservation Area (Greenway). Provides
procedures for nodification of Geenway boundaries, sale
or other disposition of Greenway | ands, and managenent of
Greenway | ands and structures. Authorizes the Ofice of
Coastal "and Aquatic Managed Areas to provide for the
managenent and use of certain uplands, and to adopt rul es
and charge fees, Provides a penalty for rule violations.
Creates the Clt!zensh|P Conservati on and Educati on
Programto provide state | and managenent assi stance and
citizen conservation education expéeriences. Provides for
participation in and funding of the program Revises

oal s and performance neasures of the Florida Forever

ct. Authorizes boards of supervisors of water contro
districts to construct and nmanage resource-based
facilities. Authorizes municipalities with populations
over 200,000 to create a funding nechani smfor greenspace
managenent and exotic plant control
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