Florida Senate - 2001 CS for SB 2024

By the Cormittee on Finance and Taxation; and Senator Pruitt

314-1708-01

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the Fish and Wldlife

3 Conservation Comi ssion; anending s. 327.73,

4 F.S.; providing a civil penalty for violation

5 of certain established vessel speed limts;

6 nmaki ng provisions for disnissal of a boating

7 violation; anmending s. 328.72, F.S.; increasing
8 registration fees for vessels; providing for

9 the distribution of certain vessel fees;

10 anending s. 328.76, F.S.; providing for the use
11 of vessel and deal er registration fees

12 transferred into the Marine Resources

13 Conservation Trust Fund; providing funding for
14 nmanat ee protection; anmending s. 370.06, F.S.

15 recogni zing the Railroad Retirenent Board for
16 maki ng certain disability deterninations;

17 anending s. 372.105, F.S.; revising provisions
18 relating to the Lifetine Fish and Wldlife

19 Trust Fund; anending s. 372.106, F.S.
20 conform ng cross-references; anending s.
21 372.16, F.S.; increasing the permt fee for a
22 private gane preserve or farm anending s.
23 372.561, F.S.; revising provisions relating
24 i ssuance of recreational |icenses, pernits, and
25 aut hori zati on nunbers to take wild animal |ife,
26 freshwater aquatic life, and marine life, and
27 adm ni strative costs and reporting rel ated
28 thereto; creating s. 372.562, F.S.; providing
29 exenptions fromrecreational |icense and pernmit
30 fees; anending s. 372.57, F.S.; creating a gold
31 sportsman's license for residents; revising and
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1 reorgani zi ng provisions specifying fees and

2 requi rements for recreational |icenses,

3 permts, and authorization nunbers, including

4 hunting |icenses, saltwater and freshwater

5 fishing licenses, 5-year licenses, and lifetine
6 |icenses; increasing the fee for a nonresident
7 Florida turkey permt; providing for pier

8 | i censes and recreational vessel |icenses, and
9 fees therefor; providing for snook pernits and
10 crawfish pernmts, and uses thereof; creating s.
11 372.5701, F.S.; prescribing requirenents for

12 the deposit of saltwater license fees and

13 al l ocation of federal funds; creating s.

14 372.5702, F.S.; prescribing requirenents for

15 the expenditure of certain funds for nmarine

16 research; creating s. 372.5704, F.S.; providing
17 a license programto take tarpon; anending ss.
18 372.571, 372.5712, 372.5715, 372.573, F.S.

19 conform ng cross-references; anending s.

20 372.547, F.S.; prescribing requirenents for

21 subagents for the sale of certain |licenses and
22 permts; creating s. 372.579, F.S.; authorizing
23 the Fish and Wl dlife Conservati on Commi ssion
24 to prescribe a processing fee for certain

25 licenses and permits; anmending s. 372.661

26 F.S.; increasing fees for operating a private
27 hunting preserve; anmending s. 372.711, F. S

28 providing for a fee for disnissing certain

29 violations of license and permt requirenents;
30 anending s. 372.921, F.S.; increasing fees for
31 possessi on and exhibition of wildlife; anmending

2
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s. 372.922, F.S.; increasing certain fees for

t he personal possession of wildlife; anending
s. 705.101, F.S., adding derelict vessels to
the definition of abandoned property; repealing
s. 370.0605, F.S., which provides for saltwater
fishing licenses; repealing s. 370.0608, F.S.
whi ch provides for deposit of saltwater |icense
fees; repealing s. 370.0609, F.S., which
provides for expenditure of funds for narine
research; repealing s. 370.0615, F.S., which
provides for lifetinme saltwater fishing
|icenses; repealing s. 370.062, F.S., which
provides for tarpon tags and fees; repealing s.
370. 1111, F.S., which provides for snook

regul ation; repealing s. 370.14(10) and (11),
F.S., which provides for crawfish regul ation
providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Flori

Section 1. Subsections (1) and (4) of section
Fl ori da Statutes, are anended to read

327.73 Noncrimnal infractions.--

(1) Violations of the follow ng provisions of
vessel laws of this state are noncrininal infractions:

(a) Section 328.46, relating to operation of
unregi stered and unnunbered vessels.

(b) Section 328.48(4), relating to display of
and possession of registration certificate.

(c) Section 328.48(5), relating to display of

(d) Section 328.52(2), relating to display of

3
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(e) Section 328.54, relating to spacing of digits and
letters of identification nunber

(f) Section 328.60, relating to nilitary personnel and
regi stration of vessels.

(g) Section 328.72(14), relating to operation with an
expired registration

(h) Section 327.33(2), relating to carel ess operation.

(i) Section 327.37, relating to water skiing,
aquapl ani ng, parasailing, and simlar activities.

(j) Section 327.44, relating to interference with
navi gati on.

(k) Violations relating to restricted areas and speed
limts:

1. Established by the comm ssion pursuant to s.
327. 46.

2. Established by |Iocal governnental authorities
pursuant to s. 327.22 or s. 327.60.

3. Speed limts established pursuant to s. 370.12(2),
for which the civil penalty is $100.

(1) Section 327.48, relating to regattas and races.

(m Section 327.50(1) and (2), relating to required
safety equi pnent, |ights, and shapes.

(n) Section 327.65, relating to nuffling devices.

(o) Section 327.33(3)(b), relating to navigation
rul es.

(p) Section 327.39(1), (2), (3), and (5), relating to
personal watercraft.

(gq) Section 327.53(1), (2), and (3), relating to
nmari ne sanitation

(r) Section 327.53(4), (5), and (7), relating to
marine sanitation, for which the civil penalty is $250.

4
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(s) Section 327.395, relating to boater safety
educat i on.

(t) Section 327.52(3), relating to operation of
over| oaded or overpowered vessels.

Any person cited for a violation of any such provision shal
be deened to be charged with a noncrimnal infraction, shal
be cited for such an infraction, and shall be cited to appear
before the county court. The civil penalty for any such
infraction is $50, except as otherw se provided in this
section. Any person who fails to appear or otherw se properly
respond to a uniformboating citation shall, in addition to
the charge relating to the violation of the boating | aws of
this state, be charged with the offense of failing to respond
to such citation and, upon conviction, be guilty of a

m sdeneanor of the second degree, punishable as provided in s.
775.082 or s. 775.083. A witten warning to this effect shal
be provided at the tinme such uniformboating citation is

i ssued.

(4) Any person charged with a noncrimnal infraction
under this section may:

(a) Pay the civil penalty, either by mail or in
person, within 30 days of the date of receiving the citation
or,

(b) If he or she has posted bond, forfeit bond by not
appearing at the designated tine and | ocation

If a person who is cited for a violation of s. 327.395 can

show proof of having a boating safety identification card

issued to himor her and valid at the tine of the citation

the clerk of the court shall disniss the case and may assess a
5
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1|$5 disnmissal fee.If the person cited follows either of the

2 | above procedures, he or she shall be deened to have admitted

3| the noncrimnal infraction and to have waived the right to a

4 | hearing on the issue of comrssion of the infraction. Such

5| adm ssion shall not be used as evidence in any other

6 | proceedi ngs.

7 Section 2. Subsections (1) and (15) of section 328.72,
8| Florida Statutes, are anended to read

9 328.72 Cassification; registration; fees and charges;
10 | surcharge; disposition of fees; fines; marine turtle

11 | stickers. --

12 (1) VESSEL REQ STRATI ON FEE. --Vessel s that are

13| required to be registered shall be classified for registration
14 | purposes according to the follow ng schedul e, and the

15| registration certificate fee shall be in the foll ow ng

16 | anount s:

17 Class A-1--Less than 12 feet in length, and all canoes
18 | to which propul sion notors have been attached, regardl ess of
19 | length. ..o $8. 50$3-56
20 Class A-2--12 feet or nore and |less than 16 feet in
21 [ length. ... 15. 501656
22 1 (TO COUNLY) . ittt e e e e e e e e e e 2.85
23 Class 1--16 feet or nore and less than 26 feet in
24 | length. ... 28. 501856
25 | (TO COUNLY) . ottt e e e e e e e e e e 8. 85
26 Class 2--26 feet or nore and less than 40 feet in
27 | length. ... 65. 505056
28 | (TO COUNLY) . ittt e e e e e e e e e e e 32.85
29 Class 3--40 feet or nore and less than 65 feet in
30 | length. ... 97. 508256
31| (TO COUNLY) . ot e e e e e e e e e e e 56. 85
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1 Class 4--65 feet or nore and |l ess than 110 feet in

2 length. . 113. 509856
B (To CoUNtY) ..o e e 68. 85
4 Class 5--110 feet or nore in length........ 137. 5012256
51 (To coUNty) ..o 86. 85
6 Deal er registration certificate.............. 26. 501656
7

8 | The county portion of the vessel registration fee is derived

9| fromrecreational vessels only.

10 (15) DI STRI BUTI ON OF FEES. - - Moneys desi gnated for the
11 | use of the counties, as specified in subsection (1), shall be
12 | distributed by the tax collector to the board of county

13 | conmissioners for use as provided in this section. Such

14 | noneys to be returned to the counties are for the sole

15 | purposes of providing recreational channel marking and public
16 | launching facilities and other boating-related activities, for
17 | renoval of vessels and floating structures deened a hazard to
18 | public safety and health for failure to comply with s. 327.53,
19 | and for manatee and marine mammal protection and recovery. The
20 | county portion of the vessel registration certificate fee

21| collected by the Fast Title Section of the Bureau of Titles

22 | and Regi stration of the Departnent of Hi ghway Safety and Mbtor
23| Vehicles nmust be returned to the vessel owner's county of

24 | Florida residence.

25 Section 3. Paragraph (e) is added to subsection (1) of
26 | section 328.76, Florida Statutes, to read:

27 328.76 WNarine Resources Conservation Trust Fund;

28 | vessel registration funds; appropriation and distribution.--
29 (1) Except as otherw se specified and | ess any

30| adnmi nistrative costs, all funds collected fromthe

31| registration of vessels through the Departnment of H ghway

7
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Safety and Mbtor Vehicles and the tax collectors of the state,
except for those funds designated for the use of the counties
pursuant to s. 328.72(1), shall be deposited in the Marine
Resources Conservation Trust Fund for recreational channel
mar ki ng; public launching facilities; |aw enforcenent and
quality control prograns; aquatic weed control; manatee
protection, recovery, rescue, rehabilitation, and rel ease; and
mari ne mamal protection and recovery. The funds coll ected
pursuant to s. 328.72(1) shall be transferred as foll ows:

(e)1. The followi ng anpbunts shall be transferred to

t he Marine Resources Conservation Trust Fund to fund

addi ti onal on-the-water | aw enforcenent efforts of the Florida

Fish and Wl dlife Conservati on Comm SSi on

a. $3 fromeach Gass A1 vessel registration fee.
b. $3 fromeach Cass A-2 vessel registration fee.
C. $8 fromeach Cass 1 vessel registration fee.
d. $13 fromeach Cass 2 vessel registration fee.
e. $13 fromeach Cass 3 vessel registration fee.
f. $13 fromeach dass 4 vessel registration fee.
g. $13 fromeach Cass 5 vessel registration fee.
h. $8 fromeach dealer registration certificate.
2. One dollar fromeach vessel registered in this

state nust be used to fund additional research and devel opnent

of manatee protection and technology with the prinmary focus

for manat ee- avoi dance technol ogy for watercrafts, and $1 from

each vessel registered in this state shall be used for

addi ti onal funding for nmanatee popul ati on research and census

efforts, and manatee si gns on wat erways.

Section 4. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section
370.06, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
370.06 Licenses.--
8
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(2) SALTWATER PRODUCTS LI CENSE. - -

(a) Every person, firm or corporation that sells,
offers for sale, barters, or exchanges for nerchandi se any
sal twat er products, or which harvests saltwater products wth
certain gear or equi pnent as specified by law, nust have a
valid saltwater products |license, except that the holder of an
aquacul ture certificate under s. 597.004 is not required to
pur chase and possess a saltwater products license in order to
possess, transport, or sell marine aquaculture products. Each
sal twat er products license allows the holder to engage in any
of the activities for which the license is required. The
license nust be in the possession of the |icensehol der or
aboard the vessel and shall be subject to inspection at any
time that harvesting activities for which a license is
required are being conducted. A restricted speci es endorsenent
on the saltwater products license is required to sell to a
| i censed whol esal e deal er those species which the state, by
| aw or rule, has designated as "restricted species." This
endor senent nmay be issued only to a person who is at |east 16
years of age, or to a firmcertifying that over 25 percent of
its inconme or $5,000 of its income, whichever is less, is
attributable to the sale of saltwater products pursuant to a
|icense issued under this paragraph or a simlar license from
anot her state. This endorsenent may al so be issued to a
for-profit corporation if it certifies that at |east $5,000 of
its incone is attributable to the sale of saltwater products
pursuant to a |icense issued under this paragraph or a simlar
license fromanother state. However, if at |east 50 percent of
t he annual incone of a person, firm or for-profit corporation
is derived fromcharter fishing, the person, firm or
for-profit corporation nust certify that at |east $2,500 of

9
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the incone of the person, firm or corporation is attributable
to the sale of saltwater products pursuant to a |license issued
under this paragraph or a simlar license fromanother state,
in order to be issued the endorsenent. Such inconme attribution
nmust apply to at least 1 year out of the last 3 years. For the
purpose of this section "incone" neans that incone which is
attributable to work, enploynent, entrepreneurship, pensions,
retirenent benefits, and social security benefits. To renew an
existing restricted speci es endorsenent, a narine aquacul ture
producer possessing a valid saltwater products license with a
restricted species endorsenent nmay apply incone fromthe sale
of marine aquaculture products to |licensed whol esal e deal ers.

1. The conmission is authorized to require
verification of such incone. Acceptable proof of incone earned
fromthe sale of saltwater products shall be:

a. Copies of trip ticket records generated pursuant to
this subsection (marine fisheries information systen),
docunenting qualifying sale of saltwater products;

b. Copies of sales records fromlocal es other than
Fl ori da docunenting qualifying sale of saltwater products;

c. A copy of the applicable federal incone tax return
i ncludi ng Form 1099 attachnents, verifying incone earned from
the sal e of saltwater products;

d. Crew share statenents verifying incone earned from
the sale of saltwater products; or

e. Acertified public accountant's notarized st at enent
attesting to qualifying source and anount of incone.

Any provision of this section or any other section of the
Florida Statutes to the contrary notw thstandi ng, any person
who owns a retail seafood nmarket or restaurant at a fixed

10
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| ocation for at |east 3 years who has had an occupati ona
license for 3 years prior to January 1, 1990, who harvests
saltwat er products to supply his or her retail store and has
had a saltwater products license for 1 of the past 3 years
prior to January 1, 1990, may provide proof of his or her
verification of incone and sal es value at the person's retai
seaf ood market or restaurant and in his or her saltwater
products enterprise by affidavit and shall thereupon be issued
a restricted speci es endorsenent.

2. Exceptions fromincone requirenments shall be as
foll ows:

a. A permanent restricted species endorsenent shall be
avail able to those persons age 62 and ol der who have qualified
for such endorsenent for at least 3 out of the last 5 years.

b. Active mlitary duty tinme shall be excluded from
consideration of tinme necessary to qualify and shall not be
counted agai nst the applicant for purposes of qualifying.

c. Upon the sale of a used comrercial fishing vesse
owned by a person, firm or corporation possessing or eligible
for a restricted speci es endorsenent, the purchaser of such
vessel shall be exenpted fromthe qualifying i ncone
requi rement for the purpose of obtaining a restricted species
endorsenent for a period of 1 year after purchase of the
vessel

d. Upon the death or pernmanent disabl enent of a person
possessing a restricted speci es endorsenent, an i medi ate
fam |y nenber wishing to carry on the fishing operation shal
be exenpted fromthe qualifying incone requirenent for the
pur pose of obtaining a restricted species endorsenent for a
period of 1 year after the death or disabl enent.

11
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e. Avrestricted species endorsenent nmay be issued on
an individual saltwater products license to a person age 62 or
ol der who docunents that at |least $2,500 is attributable to
the sale of saltwater products pursuant to the provisions of
t hi s paragraph.

f. A pernmanent restricted species endorsenent nmay al so
be issued on an individual saltwater products license to a
person age 70 or ol der who has held a saltwater products
license for at least 3 of the last 5 |icense years.

g. - Any resident who is certified to be totally and
permanently di sabled by the Railroad Retirenent Board, by the

United States Departnent of Veterans Affairs or its
predecessor, or by any branch of the United States Arned
Forces, or who holds a valid identification card issued by the
Departnent of Veterans' Affairs pursuant to s. 295.17, upon
proof of the sanme, or any resident certified to be tetatHy

di sabled by the United States Social Security Adm nistration
upon proof of the sane, shall be exenpted fromthe incone
requirenents if he or she also has held a saltwater products
license for at least 3 of the last 5 |icense years prior to
the date of the disability.

 cabiti I L e 4] Ly o
o . i L L
e bt gt :

I I . e I I o . o
di-sabled—

At | east one saltwater products |license bearing a restricted

speci es endorsenent shall be aboard any vessel harvesting

restricted species in excess of any bag linmt or when fishing

under a conmercial quota or in conmercial quantities, and such
12
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vessel shall have a commercial vessel registration. This
subsection does not apply to any person, firm or corporation
|icensed under s. 370.07(1)(a)1. or (b) for activities
pursuant to such licenses. A saltwater products |icense nay be
i ssued in the nane of an individual or a valid boat
regi stration nunber. Such license is not transferable. A deca
shal |l be issued with each saltwater products |icense issued to
a valid boat registration nunber. The saltwater products
i cense decal shall be the sanme color as the vesse
regi stration decal issued each year pursuant to s. 328.48(5)
and shall indicate the period of tine such |icense is valid.
The saltwater products license decal shall be placed beside
the vessel registration decal and, in the case of an
undocunent ed vessel, shall be placed so that the vesse
registration decal |ies between the vessel registration nunber
and the saltwater products |license decal. Any saltwater
products license decal for a previous year shall be renopved
froma vessel operating on the waters of the state. A resident
shal | pay an annual |icense fee of $50 for a saltwater
products license issued in the nane of an individual or $100
for a saltwater products license issued to a valid boat
regi stration nunber. A nonresident shall pay an annual |icense
fee of $200 for a saltwater products license issued in the
nane of an individual or $400 for a saltwater products |license
issued to a valid boat registration nunber. An alien shall pay
an annual license fee of $300 for a saltwater products license
i ssued in the nane of an individual or $600 for a sal twater
products license issued to a valid boat registration nunber
Any person who sells saltwater products pursuant to this
license nay sell only to a licensed whol esal e dealer. A
sal twat er products license nust be presented to the |licensed
13
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whol esal e deal er each tine saltwater products are sold, and an
i mprint nade thereof. The whol esal e deal er shall keep records
of each transaction in such detail as may be required by rule
of the conmission not in conflict with s. 370.07(6), and shal
provide the hol der of the saltwater products license with a
copy of the record. It is unlawful for any |icensed whol esal e
deal er to buy saltwater products fromany unlicensed person
under the provisions of this section, except that a |icensed
whol esal e deal er may buy from another |icensed whol esal e
dealer. It is unlawful for any |licensed whol esal e dealer to
buy saltwater products designated as "restricted species" from
any person, firm or corporation not possessing a restricted
speci es endorsenment on his or her saltwater products |icense
under the provisions of this section, except that a |icensed
whol esal e deal er may buy from another |icensed whol esal e
deal er. The commi ssion shall be the licensing agency, nmay
contract with private persons or entities to inplenent aspects
of the licensing program and shall establish by rule a narine
fisheries informati on systemin conjunction with the |icensing
programto gather fisheries data.

Section 5. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) and
par agraph (b) of subsection (3) of section 372.105, Florida
Statutes, are anended to read

372.105 Lifetime Fish and Wldlife Trust Fund.--

(2) The principal of the fund shall be derived from
the foll ow ng:

(b) Proceeds fromthe sale of lifetine |icenses issued

in accordance with s. 372.57 wth—the—execeptionof—the
I . f the 1ifets e 1 .
(3) The fund is declared to constitute a special trust
derived froma contractual relationship between the state and
14
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1| the nenbers of the public whose investnents contribute to the
2| fund. In recognition of such special trust, the foll ow ng
3|llimtations and restrictions are placed on expenditures from
4 | the funds:

5 (b) The interest incone received and accruing fromthe
6 | investnents of the fund shall be spent in furtherance of the
7 | conmi ssion's exercise of the regulatory and executive powers
8] of the state with respect to the managenent, protection, and
9| conservation of wild animal |ife and saltwater and freshwater
10| aquatic |life as set forthins. 9, Art. IV of the State

11| Constitution and this chapter and as otherw se authorized by
12 | the Legislature.

13 Section 6. Section 372.106, Florida Statutes, is

14 | anended to read:

15 372.106 Dedicated License Trust Fund.--

16 (1) There is established within the Fish and Wldlife
17 | Conservati on Conmi ssion the Dedicated License Trust Fund. The
18 | fund shall be credited with noneys collected pursuant to s.
19 | s5—370-0605—and 372.57 for 5-year |icenses and repl acenent

20 | 5-year licenses.

21 (2) The fund shall be exenpt fromthe provisions of s.
22 | 215. 20.

23 Section 7. Subsection (4) of section 372.16, Florida
24 | Statutes, is anended to read:

25 372.16 Private gane preserves and farms; penalty.--

26 (4) Any person violating the provisions of this

27 | section shall for the first offense be guilty of a m sdeneanor
28 | of the second degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or
29| s. 775.083, and for a second or subsequent offense shall be
30| guilty of a nmisdeneanor of the first degree, punishable as

31| provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083. Any person convicted of

15
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1| violating the provisions of this section shall forfeit, to the
2| Fish and WIldlife Conservation Comi ssion, any |license or

3| pernmt issued under the provisions hereof; and no further

4] license or permit shall be issued to such person for a period
5] of 1 year follow ng such conviction. Before any private gane
6 | preserve or farmis established, the owner or operator shal

7| secure a license fromthe Fish and Wldlife Conservation

8 | Conmi ssion, the fee for which shall be$25%$5 per year

9 Section 8. Section 372.561, Florida Statutes, is

10 | anended to read:

11 (Substantial rewording of section. See

12 s. 372.561, F.S., for present text.)

13 372.561 Recreational |icenses, pernmts, and

14 | aut hori zati on nunbers to take wild aninal life, freshwater

15 ) aquatic life, and marine life; issuance; costs; reporting.--
16 (1) This section applies to all recreational |icenses
17 | and pernits, and any authorization nunbers issued by the

18 | conmi ssion through the el ectronic sale of recreationa

19| licenses or pernits.

20 (2) The conmission shall establish forns for the

21| i ssuance of recreational licenses and pernits.

22 (3) The commission shall issue a license, pernit, or
23 | an authorization nunber to take wild aninal life, freshwater
24 | acquatic life, or marine |life when an applicant provi des proof
25| that she or he is entitled to such |license, permt, or

26 | aut hori zati on nunber. Each applicant for a recreationa

27 | license, pernit, or authorization nunber shall provide her or
28 | his social security nunber on the application form

29 | Disclosure of social security nunbers obtained through this
30| requirenent shall be linmted to the purposes of adninistration
31
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1| of the Title IV-D programfor child support enforcenent, use
2| by the conmi ssion, and as ot herw se provided by | aw

3 (4) The commission is authorized to establish the

4| follow ng using conpetitive bid procedures:

5 (a) A process and a vendor fee for the sale of

6| licenses, pernits, and authorizations over the tel ephone using
7| acredit card.

8 (b) A process and a vendor fee for the electronic sale
9| of licenses, pernits, and authori zations.

10 (c) The conmission may sel ect a vendor and establish a
11| fee for a statewide automated |icense systemthrough

12 | conpetitive bid procedures.

13 (5) Licenses and pernits to take wild aninmal life,

14 | freshwater aquatic life, or marine life may be sold by the

15| conmission, by any tax collector in the state, or by any

16 | subagent authorized under s. 372.574.

17 (6) In addition to any license or pernit fee, the sum
18 | of $1.50 shall be charged for each license or nmanagenent area
19 | pernmit to cover the cost of issuing such |license or permt.
20 (7)(a)l. For each sportsnan's |icense, gold
21 | sportsnman's license, hunting license, or freshwater fishing
22 | license sold, a tax collector may retain $1.
23 2. For each managenent area permt sold, a tax
24 | collector may retain $1.
25 3. For each saltwater fishing tag or license sold,
26 | i ncl udi ng conbi nation saltwater fishing and freshwater fishing
27 | licenses, or conbination saltwater fishing, freshwater
28 | fishing, and hunting licenses, a tax collector nay retain
29 [$1. 50.
30 (b) Tax collectors shall remt license and permt
31| noneys, along with a report of funds collected and ot her

17
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requi red docunentation, to the conm ssion weekly. Tax

collectors shall maintain records of all licenses and pernmits

that are sold, voided, stolen, or |ost.

1. The tax collector is responsible to the conm ssion

for the fees for all licenses and pernits sold, and for the

value of all licenses and pernmits reported as | ost.

2. The tax collector shall report stolen licenses and

permits to the appropriate | aw enforcenent agency.

3. The tax collector shall subnit a witten report and

a copy of the |l aw enforcenent agency's report to the

comm ssion within 5 days after discovering a theft.

4. The tax collector is responsible for the fees for

all licenses, permts, and authorizations sold or lost by a

subagent appoi nted pursuant to s. 372.574.

(8) The commission is authorized to adopt rul es
pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to i npl enent the
provi sions of this section.

Section 9. Section 372.562, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

372.562 Recreational |icenses and pernmits; exenptions

fromfees and requirenents. --

(1) Hunting, freshwater fishing, and saltwater fishing

licenses and permits shall be issued without fee to any

resident who is certified:

(a) To be totally and permanently di sabled by the

Rai |l road Retirenent Board, by the United States Departnent of

Veterans Affairs or its predecessor, or by any branch of the

United States Arned Forces, or who holds a valid

identification card i ssued under the provisions of s. 295 17,

upon proof of sanme. Any license issued under this paragraph

18
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after January 1, 1997, expires after 5 years and nust be

rei ssued, upon request, every 5 years thereafter
(b) To be disabled by the United States Soci al
Security Admi nistration, upon proof of sanme. Any license

i ssued under this paragraph after Cctober 1, 1999, expires

after 2 years and nust be rei ssued, upon proof of

certification of disability, every 2 years thereafter

(2) A hunting, freshwater fishing, or saltwater

fishing license or pernit is not required for

(a) Any child under 16 years of age, except as

ot herwi se provided in this chapter

(b) Any person hunting or fishing on her or his

honest ead property, or on the honestead property of the

person's spouse or minor child; or any minor child hunting or

fishing on the honestead property of her or his parent.
(c) Any resident who is a nenber of the United States
Arned Forces and not stationed in this state, when hone on

| eave for 30 days or |ess, upon submi ssion of orders.

(d) Any resident fishing for recreational purposes

only, within her or his county of residence with |ive or

natural bait, using poles or lines not equipped with a fishing

line retrieval nechanism except on a legally established fish

managenent area.

(e) Any person fishing in a fishpond of 20 acres or

less that is located entirely within the private property of

the fishpond owner.

(f) Any person fishing in a fishpond that is |licensed
in accordance with s. 372.5705.
(g) Any person fishing who has been accepted as a

client for devel opnental disabilities services by the

19
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Departnent of Children and Family Services, provided the

departnment furni shes proof thereof.

(h) Any resident fishing in saltwater fromland or

froma structure fixed to the | and.

(i) Any person fishing froma vessel |icensed pursuant
tos. 372.57(7).

(j) Any person fishing froma vessel, the operator of
which is licensed pursuant to s. 372.57(7).

(k) Any person who holds a valid saltwater products

license issued under s. 370.06(2).

(1) Any person recreationally fishing froma pier
i censed under s. 372.57.
(m Any resident who is fishing for mullet in

freshwater and who has a valid Florida freshwater fishing

li cense.
(n) Any resident fishing for a saltwater species in

freshwater fromland or froma structure fixed to | and

(o) Any resident 65 years of age or older who has in

her or his possession proof of age and residency. A no-cost

| icense under this paragraph nay be obtai ned fromany tax

collector's office upon proof of age and residency, and nust

be in the possession of the resident during hunting,

freshwater fishing, and saltwater fishing activities.
Section 10. Section 372.57, Florida Statutes, is
anended to read:

(Substantial rewording of section. See
s. 372.57, F.S., for present text.)
372.57 Recreational licenses, permts, and

aut hori zati on nunbers; fees established.--
(1) LICENSE, PERM T, OR AUTHORI ZATI ON NUMBER
REQUI RED. - - Except as provided in s. 372.562, no person shal
20
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hunt, fish, or take fur-bearing aninals within this state

wi thout having first obtained a license, pernit, or

aut hori zati on nunber and paying the fees set forth in this

chapter. Such license, pernit, or authorization nunber shal

aut hori ze the person to whomit is issued to hunt, fish, take

fur-bearing animals, and participate in outdoor recreationa

activities in accordance with the |aws of the state and rul es

of the commi ssion.

(2) NONTRANSFERABI LI TY; | NFORVATI ON AND
DOCUMENTATI ON. - -

(a) Licenses, permts, and authorization nunbers

i ssued under this chapter are not transferable. Each |license

and permt nust bear on its face in indelible ink the nane of

the person to whomit is issued and other infornation as

deened necessary by the commission. Licenses issued to the

owner, operator, or custodian of a vessel nust include the

vessel registration nunber or federal docunentati on nunber

Annual |icenses nust be dated when issued, and renmain valid

for 12 nonths after the date of issuance

(b) The lifetine licenses and 5-year licenses

authorized in this section shall be enbossed with the nane,

date of birth, date of issuance, and other pertinent

i nformati on as deened necessary by the commission. A certified

copy of the applicant's birth certificate shall acconpany each

application for alifetine license for a resident 12 years of

age or younger.

(c) A positive formof identification is required when

using a free license, a lifetine license, a five-year |icense,

or an authori zation nunber issued under this chapter, or when

otherwise required by a license or permt.

21
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(3) PERSONAL POSSESSI ON REQUI RED. - - Each li cense,
permt, or authorization nunber nust be in the persona

possessi on of the person to whomit is issued while such

person is hunting, fishing, or taking fur-bearing aninmls. Any

person hunting, fishing, or taking fur-bearing ani nals who

fails to produce a license, permt, or authorization nunber at

the request of a conmmi ssion | aw enforcenent officer commits a

violation of the | aw.
(4) RESIDENT HUNTI NG AND FI SHI NG LI CENSES. - - The
licenses and fees for residents participating in hunting and

fishing activities in this state are as foll ows:

(a) Annual freshwater fishing |license, $12

(b) Annual saltwater fishing |icense, $12.

(c) Annual hunting license to take gane, $11

(d) Annual conbination freshwater fishing and hunting

i cense, $22.

(e) Annual conbination freshwater fishing and

saltwater fishing |license, $24.

(f) Annual conbination hunting, freshwater fishing,

and saltwater fishing |license, $34.

(g) Annual license to take fur-bearing ani mals, $25.

However, a resident with a valid hunting |license or a no-cost

license who is taking fur-bearing aninmals for noncomerci al

pur poses using guns or dogs only, and not traps or other

devices, is not required to purchase this license. Al so, a

resident 65 years of age or older is not required to purchase

this |license

(h) Annual sportsman's license, $66. A sportsman's

|icense aut horizes the person to whomit is issued to take

freshwater fish and gane, subject to the state and federa

|l aws, rules, and regul ations, including rules of the
22
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1| commission, in effect at the tine of the taking. O her

2 | authorized activities include activities authorized by a

3 | managenent area pernit, a nuzzle-loading gun permt, a turkey
4| pernmit, a Florida waterfow pernit, and an archery pernt. A
5] sportsman's license for a resident 64 years of age or older is
6 [312.

7 (i) Annual gold sportsnman's |icense, $82. The gold

8 | sportsman's license authorizes the person to whomit is issued
9| to take freshwater fish, saltwater fish, and gane, subject to
10 | state and federal |laws, rules, regulations, including rules of
11 ) the conmission in effect at the tine of taking. O her

12 | aut hori zed activities include activities authorized by a

13 | ranagenent area pernmit, a nmuzzle-loading gun pernit, a turkey
14 | pernit, a Florida waterfow pernit, an archery pernit, a snook
15| pernit and a crawfish pernit.

16 (5) NONRESI DENT HUNTI NG AND FI SHI NG LI CENSES. - - The

17 | licenses and fees for nonresidents participating in hunting
18 | and fishing activities in the state are as foll ows:

19 (a) Freshwater fishing license to take freshwater fish
20 | for 7 consecutive days, $15.
21 (b) Saltwater fishing license to take saltwater fish
22| for 1 day, $7.50.
23 (c) Saltwater fishing license to take saltwater fish
24 | for 7 consecutive days, $15.
25 (d) Annual freshwater fishing |icense, $30.
26 (e) Annual saltwater fishing license, $30.
27 (f) Annual hunting license to take gane, $150.
28 (g) Hunting license to take gane for 10 consecutive
29 | days, $25.
30 (h) Annual license to take fur-bearing ani mals, $25.
31| However, a nonresident with a valid Florida hunting |license

23
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who is taking fur-bearing animals for noncommerci al purposes

usi ng guns or dogs only, and not traps or other devices, is

not required to purchase this license.
(6) PIER LICENSE.--A pier license for any pier fixed
to land for the purpose of taking or attenpting to take

saltwater fish is $500 per year. The pier license may be

purchased at the option of the owner, operator, or custodian

of such pier and nust be available for inspection at al

times.
(7) VESSEL LI CENSES. - -
(a) No person nay operate any vessel wherein a fee is

paid either directly or indirectly, for the purpose of taking,

attenpting to take, or possessing any marine fish for

noncomer ci al purposes unl ess he or she has been issued an

aut hori zati on nunber or has obtained a |license for each vesse

for that purpose, and has paid the license fee pursuant to

par agraphs (b) and (c) for such vessel

(b) For any person who operates any vessel licensed to

carry nore than 10 custoners wherein a fee is paid, either

directly or indirectly, for the purpose of taking or

attenpting to take marine fish, $800 per year. The license

nmust be kept aboard the vessel at all tines.

(c)1. For any person who operates any vessel |icensed

to carry no nore than 10 custoners, or for any person |licensed

to operate any vessel carrying 6 or fewer custoners, wherein a

fee is paid either directly or indirectly for the purpose of

taking or attenpting to take marine fish, $400 per year

2. For any person licensed to operate any vesse

carrying 6 or fewer custoners, wherein a fee is paid either

directly or indirectly or the purpose of taking or attenpting

24
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to take marine fish, $200 per year. The license nmust be kep

aboard the vessel at all tines.

3. A person who operates a vessel required to be

| i censed pursuant to subparagraph 1. or subparagraph 2. nay

obtain a license in his or her own nane, and such |icense

shal|l be transferable and apply to any vessel operated by the

pur chaser provided that the purchaser has paid the appropriate

i cense fee.

(d) For a recreational vessel not for hire and for

which no fee is paid either directly or indirectly by guests

for the purpose of taking or attenpting to take marine fish

noncomercially, $2,000 per year. The license may be

purchased at the option of the vessel owner and nust be kept

aboard the vessel at all tinmes. A log of species taken and

the date the species were taken shall be nmintai ned and a copy

of the log filed with the conmission at the tinme of renewal of

the |license.

(e) The owner, operator, or custodian of a vessel the

operator of which has been |licensed pursuant to paragraph (a)

nmust maintain and report such statistical data as required hy,

and in a manner set forth in, the rules of the conmm ssion
(8) SPECI FI ED HUNTI NG FI SH NG AND RECREATI ONAL

ACTIVITY PERMTS. --1n addition to any |license required under

this chapter, the following pernmits and fees for specified

hunting, fishing, and recreational uses and activities are

required:
(a) An annual Florida waterfow pernit for a resident

or nonresident to take wild ducks or geese within the state or

its coastal waters is $3

(b) An annual Florida turkey permit for a resident to

take wild turkeys within the state is $5.
25
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(c) An annual Florida turkey pernit for a nonresident

to take wild turkeys within the state is $100.

(d) An annual snook permit for a resident or

nonresi dent to take or possess any snook from any waters of

the state is $2. Revenue generated fromthe sale of snook

permts shall be used exclusively for prograns to benefit the

snook popul ati on.

(e) An annual crawfish pernit for a resident or

nonresi dent to take or possess any crawfish for recreationa

purposes fromany waters of the state is $2. Revenue

generated fromthe sale of crawfish pernmts shall be used

exclusively for prograns to benefit the crawfish popul ation

(f) An annual nuzzl e-loading gun pernit for a resident

or nonresident to hunt within the state with a nuzzl e-1 oadi ng

gun is $5. Hunting with a nuzzle-loading gunis linmted to

gane seasons in which hunting with a nodern firearmis not

aut hori zed by the conmi ssi on.

(g) An annual archery permt for a resident or

nonresident to hunt within the state with a bow and arrow is

$5. Hunting with an archery pernit is linited to those gane

seasons in which hunting with a firearmis not authorized by

t he conm ssi on.

(h) A special use pernmit for a resident or nonresident

to participate in linmted entry hunting or fishing activities

as authorized by commission rule shall not exceed $100 per day

or $250 per week. Notwithstanding any other provision of this

chapter, there are no exclusions, exceptions, or exenptions

fromthis permit fee. |In addition to the pernit fee, the

conm ssion may charge each special use permt applicant a

nonr ef undabl e application fee not to exceed $10.

26
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(i)1. A managenent area permt for a resident or

nonresi dent to hunt on, fish on, or otherw se use for outdoor

recreational purposes |and owned, |eased, or nmanaged by the

conmi ssion, or by the state for the use and benefit of the

conm ssion, shall not exceed $25 per year

2. Permt fees for short-termuse of land that is

owned, |eased, or nmnaged by the conm ssion may be established

by rule of the conmi ssion for activities on such |ands. Such

permits nay be in lieu of, or in addition to, the annua

nmanagenent area pernit authorized in subparagraph 1

3. Oher than for hunting or fishing, the provisions

of this paragraph shall not apply on any | ands not owned by

t he conm ssion, unless the conmi ssion has obtained the witten

consent of the owner or prinmary custodi an of such | ands.

(j)1. A recreational user pernmit is required to hunt

on, fish on, or otherw se use for outdoor recreationa

pur poses |land | eased by the comission fromprivate

nongover nnental owners, except for those | ands | ocated

directly north of the Apal achi cola National Forest, east of

the Ochl ocknee River until the point the river neets the dam

fornm ng Lake Tal quin, and south of the cl osest federa

hi ghway. The fee for a recreational user permt shall be

based upon the economi c conpensation desired by the | andowner

gane popul ation levels, desired hunter density, and

adm nistrative costs. The permt fee shall be set by

conmi ssion rule on a per-acre basis. The recreational user

permt fee, less adnministrative costs of up to $25 per pernit,

shall be remitted to the | andowner as provided in the | ease

agreenent for each area.

2. One nminor dependent, 16 years of age or younger

may hunt under the supervision of the pernittee and i s exenpt
27
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1| fromthe recreational user pernit requirenents. The spouse
2 | and dependent children of a pernmittee are exenpt fromthe

3| recreational user permt requirenents when engaged i n outdoor
4 | recreational activities other than hunting and when

5| acconpani ed by a pernmittee. Notw thstandi ng any ot her

6 | provisions of this chapter, no other excl usions, exceptions,
7| or exenptions fromthe recreational user pernit fee are

8 | aut hori zed.

9 (9)(a) RESIDENT 5- YEAR HUNTI NG AND FI SHI NG

10 | LI CENSES. - - Fi ve-year licenses are available for residents

11| only, as foll ows:

12 1. A 5-year freshwater fishing or saltwater fishing
13| license is $60 for each type of license and authorizes the
14 | person to whomthe license is issued to take or attenpt to
15| take or possess freshwater fish or saltwater fish consistent
16 | with the state and federal |aws and regul ati ons and rul es of
17 | the conmission in effect at the tine of taking.

18 2. A b-year hunting license is $55 and authorizes the
19 | person to whomit is issued to take or attenpt to take or

20 | possess gane consistent with the state and federal |aws and
21| regulations and rules of the conmission in effect at the tine
22 | of taking.

23 (b) Proceeds fromthe sale of all 5-year |icenses

24 | shall be deposited into the Dedicated License Trust Fund, to
25| be distributed in accordance with the provisions of s.

26 | 372. 106.

27 (10) RESIDENT LIFETI ME FRESHWATER AND SALTWATER

28 | FI SHI NG LI CENSES. - -

29 (a) Lifetine freshwater fishing |icenses and sal twater
30| fishing licenses are available for residents only, as foll ows,
31| for:

28
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1 1. Persons 4 years of age or younger, for a fee of
2 [$125 for each type of license
3 2. Persons 5 years of age or older, but under 13 years
4| of age, for a fee of $225 for each type of license.
5 3. Persons 13 years of age or older, for a fee of $300
6| for each type of |icense
7 (b) The following activities are authorized by the
8 | purchase of a lifetine freshwater fishing |icense:
9 1. Taking or attenpting to take or possess freshwater
10 | fish consistent with the state and federal |aws and
11 ) regulations and rules of the conmission in effect at the tine
12 | of the taking.
13 2. Al activities authorized by a nmanagenent area
14 | pernmit, excluding hunting.
15 (c) The following activities are authorized by the
16 | purchase of a lifetinme saltwater fishing license:
17 1. Taking or attenpting to take or possess sal twater
18 | fish consistent with the state and federal |aws and
19 | regul ations and rules of the conmission in effect at the tine
20 | of the taking.
21 2. Al activities authorized by a snook pernit and a
22 | crawfish pernit.
23 3. Al activities for which an additional |icense
24 | permit, or fee is required to take or attenpt to take or
25 | possess saltwater fish, which additional |icense, permt, or
26 | fee was i nposed subsequent to the date of the purchase of the
27 | lifetinme saltwater fishing |license.
28 (11) RESIDENT LIFETI ME HUNTI NG LI CENSES. - -
29 (a) Lifetinme hunting licenses are available to
30| residents only, as follows, for:
31
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1. Persons 4 years of age or younger, for a fee of

$200.
2. Persons 5 years of age or older, but under 13 years

of age, for a fee of $350.

3. Persons 13 years of age or older, for a fee of

$500.
(b) The following activities are authorized by the

purchase of a lifetine hunting |icense:

1. Taking or attenpting to take or possess gane

consistent with the state and federal |aws and regul ati ons and

rules of the conmmission in effect at the tine of the taking.

2. Al activities authorized by a nuzzl e-1oadi ng gun

permt, a turkey permt, an archery pernmt, a Florida

waterfow pernit, and a nmanagenent area pernit, excluding

fishing.
(12) RESIDENT LI FETI ME SPORTSVMAN S LI CENSES. - -
(a) Lifetine sportsman's licenses are available, to

residents only, as follows, for:

1. Persons 4 years of age or younger, for a fee of

$400.
2. Persons 5 years of age or older, but under 13 years

of age, for a fee of $700.

3. Persons 13 years of age or older, for a fee of

$1, 000.
(b) The following activities are authorized by the

purchase of a lifetine sportsnan's |icense:

1. Taking or attenpting to take or possess freshwater

or saltwater fish, and gane, consistent with the state and

federal laws and regulations and rules of the comission in

effect at the tine of taking.

30
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1 2. Al activities authorized by a nmanagenent area

2| pernmit, a muzzle-loading gun pernit, a turkey pernit, an

3| archery pernmit, a Florida waterfow permt, a snook pernit,

4] and a crawfish permt.

5

6 | The proceeds fromthe sale of all lifetine |licenses authorized
7]1in this section shall be deposited into the Lifetine Fish and
8| WIldlife Trust Fund, to be distributed as provided in s.

9| 372. 105.

10 (13) RECI PROCAL FEE AGREEMENTS. - -The conmission is

11 | aut hori zed to reduce the fees for |licenses and pernits under
12 [ this section for residents of those states with which the

13 | conmission has entered into reci procal agreenents with respect
14 | to such fees.

15 (14) FREE FI SHI NG DAYS. - - The conmi ssi on may desi gnhat e
16 | by rule no nore than 2 consecutive or nonconsecutive days in
17 | each year as free freshwater fishing days, and may desi gnate
18 | by rule no nore than 2 consecutive or nonconsecutive days in
19 | each year as free saltwater fishing days. Notwithstandi ng any
20 | other provision of this chapter, any person nmay take

21| freshwater or saltwater fish for noncommercial purposes on a
22 | free fishing day w thout obtaining or possessing a |license, or
23| paying a license fee as prescribed in this section. A person
24 | who takes freshwater or saltwater fish on a free fishing day
25| without obtaining a |license or paying a fee nust conply with
26 | all laws, rules, and regul ati ons governing the holders of a
27 | fishing license and all other conditions and limtations

28 | regul ating the taking of freshwater or saltwater fish as are
29 | i nposed by law or rule.

30 Section 11. Section 372.5701, Florida Statutes, is

31| created to read
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372.5701 Deposit of saltwater |license fees; allocation

of federal funds.--

(1) Al annual saltwater license fees coll ected

pursuant to s. 372.57 shall be deposited into the Marine

Resources Conservati on Trust Fund, to be used as foll ows:

(a) Not less than 2.5 percent of the total fees

coll ected shall be used for aquatic educati on purposes.

(b)1. The renmmi nder of such fees shall be used by the

departnment for the foll owi ng program functions:

a. Not nore than 5 percent of the total fees

collected, for administration of the licensing programand for

i nformati on and educati on

b. Not nore than 30 percent of the total fees

collected, for | aw enforcenent.

c. Not less than 27.5 percent of the total fees

collected, for marine research

d. Not less than 30 percent of the total fees

collected, for fishery enhancenent, including, but not limted

to, fishery statistics developnent, artificial reefs, and fish

hat cheri es.
2. The Legislature shall annually appropriate to the

comm ssion fromthe CGeneral Revenue Fund for the activities

and prograns specified in subparagraph 1. at | east the sane

anount of noney as was appropriated to the Departnent of

Envi ronnental Protection fromthe General Revenue Fund for

such activities and prograns for fiscal year 1988-1989, and

t he anobunts appropriated to the conmi ssion for such activities

and prograns fromthe Mari ne Resources Conservation Trust Fund

shall be in addition to the anount appropriated to the

conm ssion for such activities and prograns fromthe Genera

Revenue Fund. The proceeds fromrecreational saltwater fishing
32
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1| license fees paid by fishers shall only be appropriated to the
2 | conmi ssi on.

3 (2) Funds available fromthe Wl l op-Breaux Aquatic

4 | Resources Trust Fund shall be distributed by the comn ssion

5| between the Division of Freshwater Fisheries and the Division
6| of Marine Fisheries in proportion to the nunbers of resident
7] fresh and saltwater anglers as deternmi ned by the nost current
8| data on license sales. Unless otherw se provided by federa

9] law, the commission, at a mininmum shall provide the

10| foll owi ng

11 (a) Not less than 5 percent or nore than 10 percent of
12 | the funds allocated to the conmi ssion shall be expended for an
13 | aquatic resources education program and

14 (b) Not less than 10 percent of the funds allocated to
15| the conmission shall be expended for acquisition, devel opnent,
16 | renovation, or inproverment of boating facilities.

17 Section 12. Section 372.5702, Florida Statutes, is

18 | created to read:

19 372.5702 Expenditure of funds.--Any noneys avail abl e
20 | pursuant to s. 372.5701(1)(b)1.c. may be expended by the Fish
21| and WIdlife Conservation Comr ssion within Florida through
22 | grants and contracts for research with research institutions
23| including but not linited to: Florida Sea Grant; Florida
24 | Marine Resources Council; Harbour Branch Oceanographic
25| Institute; Technol ogi cal Research and Devel opnent Authority;
26 | Mote Marine Laboratory; Mrine Resources Devel opnent
27 | Foundation; Florida Institute of Qceanography; Rosenti el
28 | School of Marine and Atnospheric Science; and the Smthsonian
29 | Marine Station at Ft. Pierce.
30 Section 13. Section 372.5704, Florida Statutes, is
31| created to read
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1 372.5704 Fish and WIldlife Conservati on Commi ssion

2| license programfor tarpon; fees; penalties.--

3 (1) The Fish and Wldlife Conservati on Conm ssi on

4| shall establish a license programfor the purpose of issuing
5|tags to individuals desiring to harvest tarpon (negal ops

6| atlantica) fromthe waters of the State of Florida. The tags
7 | shall be nontransferable, except that the conmission nay all ow
8| for alimted nunber of tags to be purchased by professiona

9| fishing guides for transfer to individuals, and issued by the
10 | conmission in order of receipt of a properly conpl eted

11 | application for a nonrefundable fee of $50 per tag. The

12 | conmission and any tax collector nmay sell the tags and coll ect
13| the fees therefor. Tarpon tags are valid fromJuly 1 through
14 | June 30. Before August 5 of each year, each tax coll ector

15| shall subnit to the comrssion all unissued tags for the

16 | previous cal endar year along with a witten audit report, on
17 | fornms prescribed or approved by the conmmission, as to the

18 | nunbers of the unissued tags. To defray the cost of issuing
19 ) any tag, the issuing tax collector shall collect and retain as
20| his or her costs, in addition to the tag fee collected, the
21| anpbunt all owed under s. 372.561(4) for the issuance of
22 | licenses.
23 (2) The nunber of tags to be issued shall be
24 | determined by rule of the commi ssion. The conmi ssion shall in
25| no way allow the i ssuance of tarpon tags to adversely affect
26 | the tarpon popul ation
27 (3) Proceeds fromthe sale of tarpon tags shall be
28 | deposited in the Marine Resources Conservation Trust Fund and
29 | shall be used to gather information directly applicable to
30 | tar pon nmanagenent.
31
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(4) No individual shall take, kill, or possess any

fish of the species negal ops atlantica, comonly known as

tarpon, unless such individual has purchased a tarpon tag and

securely attached it through the |l ower jaw of the fish. Said

i ndividual shall within 5 days after the landing of the fish

submt a formto the comi ssi on which indicates the |ength,

wei ght, and physical condition of the tarpon when caught; the

date and | ocation of where the fish was caught; and any ot her

pertinent information which may be required by the com ssion

The comi ssion may refuse to i ssue new tags to individuals or

gui des who fail to provide the required i nfornmation

(5) Any individual including a taxiderm st who

possesses a tarpon whi ch does not have a tag securely attached

as required by this section shall be subject to penalties as

prescribed in s. 370.021. Provided, however, a taxidernist nay

renove the tag during the process of nounting a tarpon. The

renoved tag shall remain with the fish during any subsequent

storage or shipnent.

(6) Purchase of a tarpon tag shall not accord the

purchaser any right to harvest or possess tarpon in

contravention of rules adopted by the comission. No

i ndividual may sell, offer for sale, barter, exchange for

ner chandi se, transport for sale, either within or without the

state, offer to purchase, or purchase any species of fish

known as tarpon.

(7) The conmission shall prescribe and provide

suitable forns and tags necessary to carry out the provisions

of this section.

(8) The provisions of this section shall not apply to

anyone who inmmediately returns a tarpon uninjured to the water

at the place where the fish was caught.
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1 Section 14. Section 372.571, Florida Statutes, is

2 | anended to read:

3 372.571 Expiration of licenses and pernits.--Each

4] license or permt issued under this chapter nust be dated when
5| issued. Each license or permt issued under this chapter

6| remains valid for 12 nonths after the date of issuance, except
7] for alifetinme license issued pursuant to s. 372.57 which is

8| valid fromthe date of issuance until the death of the

9| individual to whomthe license is issued unless otherw se

10 | revoked in accordance with s. 372.99, or a 5-year license

11 | issued pursuant to s. 372.57 which is valid for 5 consecutive
12 | years fromthe date of purchase unless otherw se revoked in

13 | accordance with s. 372.99 or a |icense issued pursuant to s.
14| 372.57(2) (b), (c), or (j) or (4)(b) or (f)er—grswhich is

15 ) valid for the period specified on the license. A resident

16 | lifetine license or a resident 5-year |license that has been

17 | purchased by a resident of this state and who subsequently

18 | resides in another state shall be honored for activities

19 | aut hori zed by that |icense.

20 Section 15. Subsection (1) of section 372.5712

21| Florida Statutes, is anended to read

22 372.5712 Florida waterfow permt revenues.--

23 (1) The commission shall expend the revenues generated
24 | fromthe sale of the Florida waterfow pernit as provided in
25| s. 372.57(4)(a) or that pro rata portion of any license that
26 | includes waterfow hunting privileges, as provided in s.

27| 372.57(2) (1) and (n) s—3725H2{)r—and—{(4){bras foll ows:

28 | A maxi mum of 5 percent of the gross revenues shall be expended
29 | for adm nistrative costs; a maxi mum of 25 percent of the gross
30 | revenues shall be expended for waterfow research approved by
31| the commi ssion; and a maxi num of 70 percent of the gross
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1| revenues shall be expended for projects approved by the

2| comission, in consultation with the Waterfowl Advisory

3| Council, for the purpose of protecting and propagating

4| migratory waterfow and for the devel opnent, restoration

5 | mai ntenance, and preservation of wetlands within the state.

6 Section 16. Subsection (1) of section 372.5715,

7| Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

8 372.5715 Florida wild turkey permt revenues.--

9 (1) The commission shall expend the revenues generated
10| fromthe sale of the turkey permit as provided for in s.

11| 372.57(4)(e) or that pro rata portion of any license that

12 | includes turkey hunting privileges as provided for in s.

131 372.57(2) (1) and (mM s—3725H2(H)r—and—{t4{(b)for research
14 | and nanagenent of wild turkeys.

15 Section 17. Section 372.573, Florida Statutes, is

16 | anended to read:

17 372.573 Managenent area pernit revenues.--The

18 | conmission shall expend the revenue generated fromthe sal e of
19 | the nanagenent area pernit as provided for in s. 372.57(4)(b)
20| or that pro rata portion of any license that includes
21 | managenent area privileges as provided for in s. 372.57(2) (1)
22 | and (M s—3%¥2 5+ (H)r—and—{(t4{(b)yfor the | ease, nanagenent,
23| and protection of lands for public hunting, fishing, and other
24 | outdoor recreation
25 Section 18. Paragraph (h) of subsection (1) and
26 | paragraph (i) of subsection (2) of section 372.574, Florida
27 | Statutes, are anended to read:
28 372.574 Appoi ntnent of subagents for the sale of
29 | hunting, fishing, and trapping |icenses and pernits.--
30 (1) A county tax collector who elects to sell licenses
31| and permits nmay appoi nt any person as a subagent for the sale
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of fishing, hunting, and trapping licenses and pernits that
the tax collector is allowed to sell. The followi ng are
requi rements for subagents:

(h) A subagent shall submt paynent for and report the
sale of licenses and pernmits to the tax collector weekly as
preseribed—by—thetax—coHeetor—but—notessTFrequentty—than
ety
(2) If atax collector elects not to appoint
subagents, the commi ssi on may appoi nt subagents wi thin that
county. Subagents shall serve at the pleasure of the
comm ssion. The commission may establish, by rule, procedures
for selection of subagents. The following are requirenents
for subagents so appoi nt ed:

Section 19. Section 372.579, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

372.579 Processing applications for |licenses and

permts.--The commi ssion nay by rule adopt a processing fee,

not to exceed $100, for each license or pernit required by

Title 68 of the Florida Adm nistrative Code. The conmm ssi on

shall annually report actions taken under this section to the

Presi dent of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of

Repr esent ati ves.
Section 20. Section 372.661, Florida Statutes, is
anended to read:

372.661 Private hunting preserve, |icense;
exception. --
38
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1 (1) Any person who operates a private hunting preserve
2| comercially or otherwise shall be required to pay a |license
3| fee of $50$25 for each such preserve; provided, however, that

4 | during the open season established for wild gane of any

5| species a private individual may take artificially propagated
6 | gane of such species up to the bag limt prescribed for the

7 | particular species without being required to pay the |license
8| fee required by this section; provided further that if any

9 | such individual shall charge a fee for taking such gane she or
10| he shall be required to pay the license fee required by this
11| section and to conply with the rules and regul ations of the
12 | Fish and Wldlife Conservation Conmission relative to the

13 | operation of private hunting preserves.

14 (2) A commercial hunting preserve |icense, which shal
15 | exenpt patrons of l|icensed preserves fromthe |licensure

16 | requirenments of s. 372.57(2)(e), tH)(9),(h), and (i), (),

=
\l

(1) and (M, (4)(a), (c), (d), and (e), (7), (9), and (15)(b)

18 [(4){b)yrwhile hunting on the |icensed preserve property, shal
19 | be $500. Such conmercial hunting preserve |license shall be
20| avail able only to those private hunting preserves |licensed
21 | pursuant to this section which are operated exclusively for
22 | commerci al purposes, which are open to the public, and for
23 | which a uniformfee is charged to patrons for hunting

24 | privileges.

25 Section 21. Subsection (8) is added to section

26 | 372.711, Florida Statutes, to read

27 372.711 Noncriminal infractions.--

28 (8) A person who is charged with a violation of the
29 | license or pernit requirenents of s. 372.57 may not be

30| convicted if, prior to or at the tine of his or her court or
31| heari ng appearance, the person produces in court or to the
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1| clerk of the court in which the charge is pending the required
2| license or pernmit that was issued to himor her and valid at
3| the time of his or her arrest. The clerk of the court is

4 | aut hori zed to disniss such case at any tine before the

5| defendant's appearance in court. The clerk of the court may

6 | assess a fee of $5 for disnissing the case under this

7 | subsecti on.

8 Section 22. Subsections (1), (2), and (4) of section
9| 372.921, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

10 372.921 Exhibition of wildlife.--

11 (1) In order to provide humane treatnent and sanitary
12 | surroundings for wild aninals kept in captivity, no person

13| firm corporation, or association shall have, or be in

14 | possession of, in captivity for the purpose of public display
15 with or without charge or for public sale any wildlife,

16 | specifically birds, mammal s, anphi bi ans, and reptiles, whether
17 | indigenous to Florida or not, without having first secured a
18 | pernmit fromthe Fish and WIldlife Conservation Com ssion

19 | aut hori zi ng such person, firm or corporation to have in its
20 | possession in captivity the species and nunber of wildlife
21| specified within such pernmit; however, this section does not
22 | apply to any wildlife not protected by |aw and the regul ati ons
23| of the Fish and WIdlife Conservati on Conmi ssion
24 (2) The fees to be paid for the issuance of pernts
25| required by subsection (1) shall be as follows:
26 (a) For not nore than 25 Class | or Class Il 16
27 | i ndi vidual specinens in the aggregate of all species, the sum
28 | of $100$5 per annum
29 (b) For over 25 Cass | or dass |l 46 individua
30 | specinens in the aggregate of all species, the sum of $250 $25
31| per annum
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1 (c) For any nunber of Cass Ill individual specinens
2]in the aggregate of all species, the sumof $25 per annum

3

4| The fees prescribed by this section shall be subnitted to the
5| Fish and WIdlife Conservation Comri ssion with the application
6| for permt required by subsection (1) and shall be deposited
7|in the State Gane Fund.

8 (4) Pernmits issued pursuant to this section and pl aces
9| where wildlife is kept or held in captivity shall be subject
10| to inspection by officers of the Fish and Wldlife

11 | Conservation Conmission at all times. The conm ssion shal

12 | have the power to release or confiscate any speci nens of any
13| wildlife, specifically birds, mamual s, anphi bi ans, or

14 | reptiles, whether indigenous to the state or not, when it is
15| found that conditions under which they are being confined are
16 | unsanitary, or unsafe to the public in any manner, or that the
17 | species of wildlife are being nmaltreated, mnistreated, or

18 | negl ected or kept in any nanner contrary to the provisions of
19 | chapter 828, any such permt to the contrary notw thstandi ng.
20| Before any such wildlife is confiscated or rel eased under the
21| authority of this section, the owner thereof shall have been
22 | advised in witing of the existence of such unsatisfactory
23| conditions; the owner shall have been given 30 days in which
24| to correct such conditions; the owner shall have failed to
25| correct such conditions; the owner shall have had an
26 | opportunity for a proceedi ng pursuant to chapter 120; and the
27 | commi ssi on shall have ordered such confiscation or rel ease
28 | after careful consideration of all evidence in the particul ar
29 | case in question. The final order of the comi ssion shal
30| constitute final agency action
31
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Section 23. Subsections (2) and (3) of section
372.922, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

372.922 Personal possession of wildlife.--

(2) The classifications of types of wildlife and fees
to be paid for the issuance of pernmits shall be as foll ows:

(a) Cdass |I--Wldlife which, because of its nature,
habits, or status, shall not be possessed as a personal pet.

(b) dass II--WIldlife considered to present a real or
potential threat to human safety, the sum of $100 per annum

(c) dass IIl--Wldlife as specified by rule of the

conm ssion, the sum of $25 per annum

(3) The commission shall pronul gate regul ati ons
defining Class |, Cass Il, and dass |I| and—++ types of
wildlife. The conmission shall also establish regulations and

requi rements necessary to ensure that permits are granted only
to persons qualified to possess and care properly for wildlife
and that permtted wildlife possessed as personal pets will be
mai ntai ned in sanitary surroundi ngs and appropriate
nei ghbor hoods.

Section 24. Subsection (3) of section 705.101, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

705.101 Definitions.--As used in this chapter

(3) "Abandoned property" nmeans all tangi bl e persona
property that does not have an identifiable owner and that has
been di sposed on public property in a wecked, inoperative, or
partially dismantl ed condition or has no apparent intrinsic
value to the rightful owner. However,-Vessels deternined to be
derelict by the Fish and Wl dlife Conservation Conmi ssion or a
county or nmunicipality in accordance with the provisions of s.
823.11 are not included within this definition
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1 Section 25. Sections 370.0605, 370.0608, 370.0609,
2| 370. 0615, 370.062, and 370.1111, Florida Statutes, and
3 | subsections (10) and (11) of s. 370.14, Florida Statutes, are
4| repeal ed
5 Section 26. This act shall take effect July 1, 2001
6
7 STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
8 SB 2024
9
10] 1 Creates an _annual resident, gold sportsman's |icense for
a fee of $82. The gold sportSman's |icense authorizes the
11 person to whomit is issued to take freshwater fish
saltwater fish, and gane. It also includes activities
12 aut hori zed by a nmanagenent area Pernlt, a nuzzle-loadln?
gun permt, a turkey permt, a Florida water fow permft,
13 an archery permt, a snook permt and a crawfish permt.
14| 2 Provides that if a person who is cited for a violation of
s. 327.395, F.S., can show proof of having a boating ]
15 safety identification card Issued to himor her and valid
at the tinme of the citation, the clerk of the court shal
16 dism ss the case and may assess a $5 di smi ssal fee.
171 3 Under current law, $1 fromeach vessel registered in this
state nmust be used to fund additional research and
18 devel opnent of nanatee avoi dance technolng for ]
watercrafts, and $1 fromeach vessel regiStered in this
19 state shall be used for additional funding for nanatee
census efforts and nmanatee signs on matermays. The
20 comm ttee substitutes expands 'the usage of these funds
for manatee protection and technol ogy and for popul ation
21 r esear ch.
2211 Includes in the definition of "abandoned Erogerty",
vessels determ ned to be derelict by the Fish and
23 Wl dlife Conservation Conm ssion or a county or
muni cipality.
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
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