Florida Senate - 2001 CS for SB 2108

By the Cormittee on Education and Senators Pruitt, Horne and
Lawson

304-1630-01
1 Abill to be entitled
2 An act relating to educati on governance
3 reorgani zation; anmending s. 229.001, F. S
4 revising a short title to delete obsolete
5 | anguage; anending s. 229.002, F.S.; revising
6 the policy and guiding principles of the
7 Legislature relating to educati on governance
8 anmending s. 229.003, F.S.; revising the
9 timefrane for educati on governance
10 reorgani zation; revising the titles of the
11 educati on governance officers; revising the
12 nane of the Florida On-Line Hi gh School to
13 conformw th changes nmade by the bill; revising
14 t he menbership of university boards of regents;
15 abol i shing the Board of Regents, the State
16 Board of Community Coll eges, and the
17 Post secondary Education Pl anni ng Comni ssion
18 transferring the powers, duties, functions,
19 records, personnel, property, unexpended
20 bal ances of appropriations, allocations, other
21 funds, adnministrative authority, admnistrative
22 rul es, pending issues, and existing contracts
23 of the Board of Regents to the Florida Board of
24 Education, of the State Board of Community
25 Coll eges to the Florida Board of Education, and
26 of the Postsecondary Education Pl anni ng
27 Conmmi ssion to the Education K-20 Policy and
28 Research Conmi ssion, respectively; creating the
29 Education K-20 Policy and Research Comni ssion
30 Wi thin OPPAGA; transferring the Articul ation
31 Coordinating Cormittee and the Education
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1 St andar ds Conmi ssion by a type two transfer

2 fromthe Departnent of Education to the Florida
3 Board of Education; requiring the Conm ssioner
4 of Education to conmence reorgani zation of the
5 departnment and specifying offices and

6 di visions; requiring the nerger of the powers,
7 duties, and staffs of the State Board of

8 | ndependent Col | eges and Universities and the

9 State Board of Nonpublic Career Education, with
10 an exception, into a single Comm ssion for

11 | ndependent Education; creating s. 229.0031

12 F.S.; creating the Education K-20 Policy and

13 Resear ch Conmi ssion; establishing the

14 nmenber ship and duties of the conmi ssion

15 providing for the appoi ntnent and enpl oynent of
16 an executive director; anending s. 229.004,

17 F.S.; revising the tinefrane for the creation
18 of the Florida Board of Education; deleting the
19 requi rement that the board be part tineg;

20 revising the duties and responsibilities of the
21 board; conforming term nology with changes made
22 by the bill; providing cross-references to

23 new y created mssions and goals and

24 gui del i nes; amending s. 229.005, F.S.; revising
25 provisions relating to qualifications of

26 Fl ori da educati on governance officers to

27 conformterm nol ogy to changes nmade by the bil
28 and to provide cross-references to newy

29 created mi ssions and goals; requiring the

30 Conmi ssi oner of Education to work with the

31 board and oversee the chancellors and the
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1 executive director and to serve as secretary of
2 the Florida Board of Education and as chi ef

3 executive officer of the seam ess K-20

4 educati on system deleting references to

5 requi rements of the Florida Constitution

6 relating to education; requiring the Chancell or
7 of Public Schools, the Chancellor of Colleges
8 and Universities, the Chancellor of Community
9 Col | eges, and the Executive Director of

10 | ndependent Education to work as division vice
11 presidents of the seam ess K-20 education

12 system revising the nane of the Florida

13 On-Line H gh School to conformw th changes

14 made by the bill; anmending s. 229.006, F.S.

15 del eting obsol ete | anguage relating to the

16 creation and the already acconplished duties of
17 t he Educati on Governance Reorgani zation

18 Transition Task Force; revising the tinmefrane
19 for the reorgani zation; requiring the task

20 force to provide guidance and nonitoring of the
21 reorgani zation i nplenentation process and to
22 report to the Governor, the Legislature, and
23 the public on its progress; revising the

24 timefrane and recipients of the final report of
25 the task force; creating s. 229.0061, F.S.

26 establ i shing guidelines for the inplenentation
27 structure, functions, and organi zation of

28 Florida's K-20 education system creating s

29 229.007, F.S.; establishing Florida's K-20

30 educati on perfornmance accountability system

31 providing legislative intent; establishing the
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1 m ssion and goal s and syst emni de neasur es;

2 creating s. 229.0072, F.S.; establishing a

3 reorgani zation i npl enentati on process;

4 requiring the Governor to appoint university

5 boards of regents and a Florida Board of

6 Education; establishing duties of the Florida
7 Board of Education relating to the transition
8 and i npl enentation of the K-20 system

9 requiring the Conmi ssioner of Education to work
10 with the Florida Board of Education to achieve
11 full inplenentation of the seanl ess K-20 system
12 and to conmmence reorgani zation of the

13 departnent as required by the act; requiring
14 the Florida Board of Education to appoint

15 advi sory bodi es as necessary, and devel op and
16 reconmend to the Legislature a new School Code
17 creating s. 229.0073, F.S.; directing the

18 Conmi ssi oner of Education to work with the

19 Fl orida Board of Education to reorganize the
20 Departnent of Education as provided by the act;
21 creating s. 229.0074, F.S.; establishing the
22 m ssion of the Division of |ndependent
23 Education; providing duties of the executive
24 di rector; conbining and transferring the powers
25 and duties of the State Board of | ndependent
26 Col | eges and Universities and the State Board
27 of Nonpublic Career Education, with an
28 exception, to the Conmi ssion for |ndependent
29 Education; providing duties of the com ssion
30 provi di ng conposition of the Conmi ssion for
31 | ndependent Education; creating s. 229.008
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1 F.S.; providing for establishnent and

2 nmenber shi p of boards of regents of universities
3 in the State University System creating s.

4 229.0081, F.S.; establishing powers and duties
5 of university boards of regents; creating s.

6 229.0082, F.S.; establishing powers and duties
7 of university presidents; creating s. 229.0083,
8 F.S.; providing legislative intent regardi ng

9 t he School Readiness Act; clarifying

10 responsibilities of the Florida Partnership for
11 School Readi ness, the Departnent of Education
12 and parents relating to school readiness;

13 creating s. 229.0084, F.S.; providing a

14 statenent of legislative finding and intent

15 regarding liability for student achi evenent;

16 anending s. 228.082, F.S.; revising the nanme of
17 the Florida On-Line H gh School to the Florida
18 Virtual Hi gh School, which school shall be

19 housed wi thin the Conmi ssioner of Education's
20 O fice of Technol ogy and | nformation Services
21 and nonitored by the commissioner; stating the
22 m ssion of the Florida Virtual H gh School

23 del eting obsol ete | anguage; revising the duties
24 of the school's board of trustees; requiring
25 t he Departnent of Education to maxim ze federa
26 i ndirect cost allowed on federal grants;

27 requiring appropriation for expenditure of

28 funds received fromindirect cost all owance;

29 repealing s. 229.0865, F.S., relating to the
30 Knott Data Center and projects, contracts, and
31 grants; anending s. 229.085, F.S.; renpving an
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exenption for personnel enployed by projects
funded by contracts and grants; repealing ss.
240. 145, 240.147, 240.209(2), 240.227, 240.307,
and 240.311(4), F.S., relating to the

Post secondary Educati on Pl anni ng Conmi ssi on,
the powers and duties of the comn ssion, the
Board of Regents appoi ntnment of a Chancel |l or of
the State University System powers and duties
of university presidents, the appointnent of
nmenbers of the State Board of Comunity
Col | eges, and the appoi ntnent of an executive
director of the community col |l ege system
providing effective dates.

WHEREAS, in response to Floridians' anendrment of s. 2,
Art. I X of the State Constitution requiring a seven-nenber
state board of education appointed by the Governor to
staggered 4-year terns, subject to confirmation by the Senate,
whi ch "shal |l appoint the conmi ssioner of education,” the 2000
Legi sl ature enacted the "Fl orida Educati on Governance
Reor gani zati on Act of 2000" (chapter 2000-321, Laws of
Florida), and

VHEREAS, the Florida Educati on Governance
Reor gani zati on Act of 2000 provided | egislative policy and
gui ding principles for a seanl ess ki ndergarten through
post graduat e educati on system provided for the future repea
of existing education entities and statutes; provided for
ni ne- mrenber boards of trustees for each university in the
State University System provided for the establishnent and
duties of the Florida Board of Education and specified
educati on governance officers; and established the Education

6
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CGover nance Reorgani zation Transition Task Force charged with
the duty to nmake recomendations to the Legislature, pursuant
to a legislatively established tineline, to acconplish a
snooth and orderly transition to the new educati on system and

WHEREAS, the Education Governance Reorganization
Transition Task Force was tinely appointed and has been
aggressively pursuing its statutory duties by hol ding neetings
and public hearings throughout the state, consulting with
educati on stakehol ders and national experts, taking public
testi nony, and working to expedite its recommendati ons, NOW
THEREFORE,

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 229.001, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

229.001 Short title.--This act may be cited as the
"Fl orida Educati on Governance Reorgani zation | npl enentation
Act of—2066."

Section 2. Section 229.002, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

229.002 Declaration of policy and guiding
principles.--

(1) It is the policy of the Legislature:

(a) To achieve within existing resources true systenic
change in education governance by establishing a seanl ess
academ ¢ educational systemthat fosters an integrated
conti nuum of ki ndergarten through graduate school education
for Florida's citizens.

(b) To pronote enhanced academni ¢ success and funding
efficiency by centralizing the governance of educationa
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delivery systens and aligning responsibility with
accountability.

(c) To provide consistent education policy vertically
and horizontally across all educational delivery systens,
focusi ng on students theneeds—of—those+receiving—education
not those providing education

(d) To provide substantially inproved vertical and
horizontal articulation across all educational delivery
systems while still ensuring that nonpublic education
institutions and hone education prograns maintain their
i ndependence, autonony, and nongovernnental status.

(e) To provide for devolution of authority to the
school s, community coll eges, universities, and other education
institutions that are the actual deliverers of educationa
services in order to provide student-centered education
services within the clear paraneters of the overarching
education policy established by the Legislature.

(2) The guiding principles for Florida's new education
gover nance are:

(a) A coordinated, seam ess system for kindergarten
t hrough graduate school educati on.

(b) A systemthat is student-centered in every facet.

(c) A systemthat naxinizes education access and
provides the opportunity for a high-quality educati on acaderie

steecess for all Floridians.
(d) A systemthat safeguards equity and supports

academ c excel |l ence.

(e) A systemthat provides for |ocal operationa

flexibility while pronoting accountability for student

achi evenent and i nprovenent refuses—to——conpron-se—acaden—c
excetH-ence.
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1 Section 3. Section 229.003, Florida Statutes, is

2 | anended to read:

3 229.003 Florida education governance reorgani zation. --
4 (1) EHeetiveJanvary——20603-The Florida Board of

5| Education, created pursuant to s. 229.004, shall be

6 | responsi bl e for overseeing kindergarten through graduate

7 | school education, in accordance with the inplenentation

8| process in s. 229.0072 and the policies and guiding principles
9]in s. 229.002 and the mission and goals of s. 229.007.

10 2—FEHeetiveJantvary——2003—thetoridaBoard—-of

11 | Edueattoen—shatH—appoint—the—Commssioner—of—FEducation—

12 (2) (3)y—FEHeetiveJanuary—+—26063;-There are +s

13 | established the foll owi ng educati on governance officers in

14 | addition to the Conm ssioner of Education

15 (a) A Chancellor of Public School s, k312—FEduecation

16 | appoi nted by the Conmm ssi oner of Education

17 (b) A Chancellor of Colleges and State Universities
18 | appoi nted by the Conmm ssi oner of Education

19 (c) A Chancellor of Community Coll eges and—Career

20 | Preparation, appointed by the Conmi ssioner of Education

21 (d) An Executive Director of |ndependent NenpubH-e—and
22 | Nentraditional Education, appointed by the Conmi ssioner of

23 | Educati on.

24

25| Each chancel l or and executive director shall be subject to

26 | confirmation by the Florida Board of Education and shall serve
27 | at the pleasure and under the authority of the Conm ssioner of
28 | Educati on.

29 (3) t4H)—FEHeetiveJuty—1,—20606,-The Governor shal

30 | appoi nt a seven-nenber board of trustees for the Florida

31
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Virtual ©a-tine H gh School, which shall be a body corporate
with all the powers of a body corporate.

(4) t5)—FEHeetiveJangary—+—2663;-The Covernor shal
appoi nt for each university in the State University System an
11- renber a—nine-—rmerber board of regents, with nenbers subject
to confirmation by the Senate, t+ustees which shall be a body
corporate with all the powers of a body corporate. In addition

to the 11 nenbers, each student body president shall serve as

an ex officio nonvoting nenber of the board of regents. There

shall be no state residency requirenent for university board

nenbers, but the Governor shall consider regional
representatives, as appropriate AH—rnenrbers—oef—theboard—of

L orid : . etk t]

area. Each appointee is subject to confirmation by the Senate

in the regular legislative session imediately following his

or her appoi nt nent.

(5) Effective July 1, 2001:

(a) The Board of Regents created in s. 240.205 is
abol i shed.

(b) Al of the powers, duties, functions, records,

personnel, and property; unexpended bal ances of

appropriations, allocations, and other funds; administrative

authority; admnistrative rules; pending issues; and existing

contracts of the Board of Regents are transferred by a type

two transfer, pursuant to s. 20.06(2), to the Florida Board of

Educat i on.
(c) The State Board of Comunity Colleges is

abol i shed.
10
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1 (d) Al of the powers, duties, functions, records,

2 | personnel, and property; unexpended bal ances of

3| appropriations, allocations, and other funds; adm nistrative
4| authority; adnministrative rules; pending issues; and existing
5] contracts of the State Board of Community Coll eges are

6| transferred by a type two transfer, pursuant to s. 20.06(2),

7| fromthe Departnent of Education to the Florida Board of

8 | Educati on.

9 (e) The Postsecondary Education Pl anni ng Comm ssion is
10 | abol i shed.

11 (f) The Education K-20 Policy and Research Conm ssion
12 | is created and assigned for administrative purposes to the

13| Ofice of Program Policy Anal ysis and Gover nnent

14 | Accountability (OPPAGA).

15 (g) Al personnel, unexpended bal ances of

16 | appropriations, and allocations of the Postsecondary Education
17 | Pl anning Conmi ssion are transferred to the Educati on K-20

18 | Policy and Research Comni ssion

19 (h) The Articulation Coordinating Conmittee and the
20 | Educati on Standards Conmission are transferred by a type two
21| transfer, pursuant to s. 20.06(2), fromthe Departnent of
22 | Education to the Florida Board of Education
23 (i) Notwithstanding the provisions of s. 20.15, the
24 | Conmi ssi oner of Education shall comence the reorganization of
25| the Departnent of Education in accordance with s. 229. 0073,
26 | which shall include an Ofice of the Commi ssioner of Education
27 | conprised of the general areas of operation that are comopn to
28| all delivery sectors and, in addition, shall include:
29 1. The creation of an Ofice of Technol ogy and
30| Information Services, an O fice of Wrkforce and Econom c
31| Devel opnent, and an O fice of Educational Facilities.
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2. The creation of a Division of Colleges and

Uni versities.

Q

3. The creation of Di vision of Comunity Coll eges.

4. The creation of Di vi si on of Public Schools.

Q

5. The creation of

Q

Di vi si on of | ndependent

Educat i on.
6. The nerger of the powers, duties, and staffs of the

State Board of |ndependent Coll eges and Universities and the

State Board of Nonpublic Career Education, except as relating

to any i ndependent nonprofit college or university which is

|l ocated in and chartered by the state, is accredited by the

Conmi ssion on Coll eges of the Southern Association of Coll eges

and Schools, and grants baccal aureate degrees, into a single

Conmi ssion for | ndependent Education adninistratively housed

within the D vision of |Independent Educati on.
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18 | Bepartrent—of—Education—

19 Section 4. Section 229.0031, Florida Statutes, is

20| created to read:

21 229.0031 Education K-20 Policy and Research

22 | Conmission.--Effective July 1, 2001, the Education K-20 Policy
23 | and Research Conmm ssi on shall be created, which shall be

24 | adnministratively housed within the Ofice of Program Policy

25| Anal ysi s and Governnent Accountability (OPPAGA).

26 (1)(a) The conmission shall be conposed of five

27 | nenbers appoi nted by the Governor, two nenbers appoi nted by

28 | the President of the Senate, and two nenbers appointed by the
29 | Speaker of the House of Representatives, none of whom shall be
30| an elected official. Each nenber shall serve a termof 6

31| years; however, for the purpose of providing staggered terns,
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1| of the initial appointnents one of the nenbers appointed by

2 | the Governor, one of the nenbers appointed by the President of
3| the Senate, and one of the nenbers appointed by the Speaker of
4 | the House of Representatives shall be appointed to 4-year

5| terns, one of the nenbers appointed by the President of the

6 | Senate and one of the nenbers appointed by the Speaker of the
7 | House of Representatives shall be appointed to 5-year terns,
8 | and the remai ning four nenbers shall be appointed to 6-year

9] terns.

10 (b) The nenbers of the conmm ssion shall serve without
11 | conpensation, but shall be reinbursed for per diemand travel
12 | expenses pursuant to s. 112.061

13 (2) The commission shall appoint and enpl oy an

14 | executive director, who shall be the chief adm nistrative

15| officer of the conmi ssion and shall report directly to the

16 | conmi ssion, except that the first executive director shall be
17 | appoi nted by the Educati on Governance Reorgani zation

18 | Transition Task Force, subject to confirmation by the

19 | conmi ssi on.
20 (3) The conmi ssion shall:
21 (a) Provide state policynakers with objective, tinely,
22 | and i ndependent information that supports a seanl ess
23 | student-centered K-20 educati on system and accountability
24 | process that provides all students an opportunity for a
25| high-quality education, in accordance with the policies and
26 | guiding principles of s. 229.002.
27 (b) Annually review and nake recommendations to the
28 | Legislature regarding the activities of research centers and
29 | institutes supported with state funds in order to assess the
30| return on the state's investnent in research conducted by
31| public postsecondary education institutions.

14
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Florida Senate - 2001 CS for SB 2108
304-1630-01

1 (c) Explore national, state, and | ocal energing

2| issues.

3 (d) ldentify successful and innovative educationa

4 | progranmns.

5 (e) Prepare and submit for approval to the

6 | Conmi ssi oner of Education and the Florida Board of Education a
7 | long-range nmaster plan for the sean ess K-20 educati on system
8| and review and report annually on the plan's inplenentation

9 | success, and recommended revi si on

10 (f) Conduct sel ected program eval uati ons upon request
11 ) of the Legislature or the Florida Board of Education.

12 Section 5. Section 229.004, Florida Statutes, is

13 | anended to read:

14 229.004 Florida Board of Education.--

15 (1)(a) In accordance with the inplenentation process
16 | in s. 229.0072 EfHfeetive—Jdanvary—7—206063, the Florida Board of
17 | Education is established as a body corporate. The board shal
18 | be a part—ti++we citizen board consisting of seven nenbers

19 | appoi nted by the Governor to staggered 4-year terms, subject
20| to confirmation by the Senate. Menbers of the board shal

21| serve without conpensation, but shall be entitled to

22 | rei nbursenment of travel and per di em expenses in accordance
23| with s. 112. 061. Menbers nmay be reappoi nted by the Governor

24 | for additional terns.

25 (b) The Florida Board of Education shall have a

26 | chairperson who shall be appointed by the Governor

27 (2) The primary duties of the board shall be to

28 | establi sh education goals and objectives consistent with the
29 | policies and guiding principles of s. 229.002 and the ni ssion
30| and goals of s. 229.007 and, together with the Conm ssioner of
31| Education, to oversee the inplenentation of and enforce

15
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conpliance with the education policies established by the

Legi sl ature. The board, and the conm ssioner, shall establish
operate, and maintain optinmal efficiency of an Ofice of the
Conmi ssi oner of Education, pursuant to s. 229.0061(2)(c)Board
of —Education

(3) In performng its duties, the board, together with

t he Conm ssi oner of Education, shall:

(a) Ensure accountability and responsiveness to
Florida's citizens, including the establishnment of a Ctizen
Information Center that utilizes quick response and
custoner-friendly nethodol ogi es.

(b) Establish and aggressively enforce efficient and
ef fective perfornmance nanagenent objectives.

(c) Maxim ze the effectiveness of |ocal, state, and
federal education |inkages and funds.

(d) Recommend one budget or a coordi nated budget based
on consistent policies for a seanl ess kindergarten through
graduat e school education

(e) Adopt cohesive rul es governi ng systemi de access

to educational opportunities, wthin—statutery—authority—For
education—systemide—+ssues and ensure that rul es adopted for

t he various education delivery systens are conpati bl e.

(f) Ensure articulation and coordination within and
across the entire education delivery system

(g) Provide ongoing public information regarding
perfornmance results for the entire kindergarten through
graduat e school education system and each of its conponents.

(4) The board, with the Conmm ssioner of Education
shal | be responsible for

(a) The work of with the Chancellor of Public Schools
K—12—FEducation to establish, and maintain optinal efficiency

16
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of, a Division an—&Fiee of Public Schools, within the
gui del i nes of ss. 229.0061 and 229.0073, and to achieve the
m ssion and goals of s. 229.007 K—312Eduecation

(b) The work of with the Chancellor of Colleges and
State Universities to establish, and maintain optim
efficiency of, a Division an—&+ee of Coll eges and State
Universities, within the guidelines of ss. 229.0061 and
229. 0073, and to achieve the nmission and goals of s. 229.007.

(c) The work of with the Chancellor of Community
Col | eges ant—Career—Preparation to establish, and nmaintain
optimal efficiency of, a Division an—o&+ee of Community
Col | eges ant—Career—Preparation, within the guidelines of ss.
229. 0061 and 229.0073, and to achi eve the m ssion and goal s of
s. 229.007.

(d) The work of with the Executive Director of
| ndependent WNenpubH-e—and—Nontradit+onal Education to

establish, and maintain optinmal efficiency of, a Division an
oH+ee of | ndependent NenpubH-ec—and—Nontradi-tional- Education,
within the guidelines of ss. 229.0061 and 229.0073, and to
achi eve the nmission and goals of s. 229.007 Services.

Section 6. Section 229.005, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

229.005 Florida education governance officers.--
(1) COW SSI ONER OF EDUCATI ON. - - The Conmi ssi oner of
Education shall work with the Florida Board of Education and

oversee the other educati on governance officers to focus be

i the entire kindergarten through
17
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graduat e school education system on acconplishing to
acconptHsh the policies and guiding principles of s. 229.002
and achi eving the nission and goals of s. 229.007. The

conmm ssi oner shall have—the—abitty—to—suceesstuy provide

education policy and planning direction, program devel opnent,

per f ormance nanagenent, and fundi ng all ocati on recomrendati ons
across the spectrum of ki ndergarten through graduate schoo
educati on. The commi ssi oner shall serve as secretary of the

Fl ori da Board of Educati on and as chi ef executive officer of

t he seanl ess K-20 education system ;—and—the—abiHty—to
o I F ey STV I  rlorid

(2) CHANCELLOR COF PUBLI C SCHOOLS &k—12—EBUCAHEN. - - The

Chancel | or of Public School s K12FEducati+on shall be appointed
by the Commi ssi oner of Education based on his or her ability

to work as a division vice president of the seanl ess K-20

education systemwith the Florida Board of Education and the

ot her educati on governance officers to conply with the

policies and guiding principles of s. 229.002, to achieve the

m ssion and goals of s. 229.007, to enhance the quality of

public K-12 education in Florida, and to nmaxim ze the equity
of public K-12 education in Florida by noving the focus to the
school site and the individual student.;—and—te—-achteve—and

b it I I L orid .

18
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L bttt o b | : |
| o ¥ " b ool t]

aH-oews—students—to—obtairahigh—equat-ty—edvecat-onr—————
(3) CHANCELLOR OF COLLEGES AND STATE

UNI VERSI Tl ES. - - The Chancel |l or of Col |l eges and State
Universities shall be appointed by the Conm ssioner of

Educati on based on his or her ability to work as a division

vice president of the seanl ess K-20 education systemw th the

Fl ori da Board of Education and the other educati on governance

officers to conply with the policies and guiding principles of
S. 229.002, to achieve the nmission and goals of s. 229.007, to

enhance the national reputation and quality of education and
educational research in Florida's coll eges and state
universities, and to work directly with each of the coll ege

and state university presidents and boards of trustees in
focusing on the education and edueati+oenal research needs of
the individual college or university and its students.

(4) CHANCELLOR OF COVMUNI TY COLLEGES ANBD—CAREER
PREPARATON. - - The Chancel |l or of Community Col | eges and—Career
Preparation shall be appoi nted by the Conm ssioner of
Educati on based on his or her ability to work as a division

vice president of the seanl ess K-20 education systemw th the

Fl ori da Board of Education and the other educati on governance

officers to conply with the policies and guiding principles of
S. 229.002, to achieve the nmission and goals of s. 229.007, to

enhance the quality of education in Florida's comunity
colleges, and to work directly with each of the comunity
col l ege presidents and boards of trustees in focusing on the
educati on needs of the communities and students they serve.
(5) EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR OF | NDEPENDENT NONPUBLHC-AND
NONTRABHF-ONAE EDUCATI ON. - - The Executive Director of
19
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| ndependent WNenpubH-e—and—Nentraditiona Educati on shall be

appoi nted by the Commi ssi oner of Education based on his or her
ability to work as a division vice president of the seanl ess

K- 20 education systemwith the Florida Board of Education and

t he ot her education governance officers to conply with the

policies and guiding principles of s. 229.002, to achieve the

m ssion and goals of s. 229.007,to enhance the quality and
expand the offerings and i nnovations of independent nonpubH—¢
and—roentraditioenal education in Florida, to establish
partnershi ps with i ndependent nenptubH-€ educati on providers at
all levels to achieve these goals, and to work directly with
the Board of Trustees of the Florida Virtual ©rtive H gh
School and with Florida's private school associations, hone

educati on associ ations, independent nenpubte career education
institutions, and independent coll eges and universities to
maxi nm ze educational choice and enhance the options,
educational alternatives, and student-focused delivery for
their students.

Section 7. Subsections (1), (4), (5), (6), and (7) of
section 229.006, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

229. 006 Education Governance Reorgani zation Transition
Task Force. --

(1) In order to acconplish a snooth transition en
Jantary—7/—2003;fromthe el ected State Board of Education to
the appointed Florida Board of Education, there shall be
establ i shed the Educati on Governance Reorgani zation Transition
Task Force. AH—merbers—of—thetask—forece—shatH—be—-appointed
as—soon—as—feasible but—moet—tater—t+hanrSctober—1,—2666-The
task force shall be conprised of:

(a) Five nenbers appointed by the Governor

20
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1 (b) Three nenbers appointed by the President of the

2 | Senate; and

3 (c) Three nenbers appointed by the Speaker of the

4 | House of Representatives.

5

6| The transition task force shall be—charged—wththe—duty—to

7| iq ey , I hd I I

8 | procedural—and-——substantivefranrework,—and nmake recomendati ons
9| to the Legislature for an orderly 3-year phase-in for a

10 | seam ess education continuum and a single or coordinated

11 | ki ndergarten through graduate school budget in accordance with
12 | the policies and guiding principles of s. 229.002——sothat—the
13 ot+da—Board——o daeatt+eor—ray—ire ciate beeH—A— s 61

15 (4) Upon conpletion of its recomendations to the

16 | Legislature by March 1, 2001, the transition task force shal
17 | redirect its focus to provide guidance and nonitoring of the
18 | i npl enentati on process pursuant to s. 229.0072 as reconmended
19| by the task force, and to regularly report to the Governor

20| the Legislature, and the public on the progress of the

21 | reorgani zation i npl enentation process. If any inplenentation
22 | activity is deternmined by a mpjority vote of the task force to
23| be inconsistent with the intent of this act, the chair of the
24 | task force shall report such activity directly to the State
25| Board of Education. The reporting of such activity shal

26 | automatically suspend any action relating to the disputed

27 | activity. The State Board of Education shall act to resolve
28 | the di sput e. recommentd—to—the—tegrstature-

29 ta—How-best—to—achieve—education—systemintegration
30 | by

31

21
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5 I " o ot i 4 I .

3 | agencies—

4 o . hoti-ty—f 4 I . F
5 | Edueation—or—the+oridaBoard—of Eduecation—

6 (5) 7 By March May 1, 2003, the transition task force
7 | shall have conpleted its duties and shall nake its fina

8| report to the Governor, the Florida Board of Education, the
9 | Commi ssi oner of Education,the President of the Senate, the
10 | Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the mnority

11 | | eaders of each chanber. The final report shall include, but
12|is not linmted to:

13 (a) A summary of the work and reconmendati ons of the
14 | task force and the status of full inplenentation of the K-20
15 | educati on system

16 (b) The status of all pending and conpl eted actions on
17 | orders and rules, all enforcenent matters, and al

18 | del egations, interagency agreenents, and contracts with

19 | federal, state, regional, and |ocal governnents and private
20 | entities.

21 (c) ldentification of any renmining or potenti al

22 | duplication in the adnministration of state education |aws and
23| rules, with specific recormmendations to elimnate such

24 | duplication and pronote nore efficient adninistration

25 Section 8. Section 229.0061, Florida Statutes, is

26 | created to read:

27 229.0061 Florida's K-20 educati on system guidelines
28 | for inplenmentation; guidelines for structure, functions, and
29 | organi zation. - -

30 (1) GUI DELI NES FOR | MPLEMENTATI ON. - -

31
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(a) Florida's seanl ess K-20 educati on system shall be

a decentralized systemin which as nmany comi ssi ons, boar ds,

councils, and excess |layers of bureaucracy as possible are

el i m nat ed.
(b) Florida's K-20 education systemshall rely on a

single entity, the Florida Board of Education, as its single

strategic voice. |If the board desires assistance on matters of

policy research or other issues, the board shall be authorized

to appoint a comittee or conmittees to assist it on any and

all issues within the K-20 education systemon an ad hoc

basi s.
(c) Menbers of the Florida Board of Educati on shal
focus on high-level policy decisions.

(d) It is essential to the success of Florida's

seam ess K-20 education systemto have a fully operationa

systemni de technol ogy pl an based on a commpn set of data

definitions.

(2) GUIDELI NES FOR STRUCTURE, FUNCTI ONS, AND
ORGANI ZATI ON. - -

(a) Roles of the Legislature, the Florida Board of

Educati on, the education governance officers, the university

boards of regents, and the institutional boards of trustees

and school boards.--The Legislature shall enact education | aws

and policies and shall appropriate and all ocate education

resources. The Florida Board of Education shall enforce al

| aws, rules, and guidelines and shall tinely provide

directi on, resources, assistance, interventi on when needed,

and strong incentives and disincentives to force

accountability for results. In terns of major areas of

responsibility, the Legislature, the Florida Board of

Educati on, the education governance officers, the university
25
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boards of regents, and the institutional boards of trustees

and school boards shall each perform essential constituent

rol es.
(b) Florida Board of Education.--The Florida Board of
Education shall serve as the body corporate for Florida's

seam ess K-20 education system inplenent the systemn de

education vision; and, together with the conmi ssi oner

chancel | ors, and executive director, oversee the success of

that vision. The Florida Board of Educati on shall:

1. Enforce systemwi de education policies and goal s.

2. Recommend annual ly the systemn de educati on budget

and aut horize the allocation of resources in accordance with

| aw and rule. Any programrecomended by the Florida Board of

Education which requires state funding for nore than 1 year

nmust be presented in a nulti-year budget plan

3. Adopt long-termand short-term education plans.

4. Enforce education accountability standards and

neasures of all conponents of the K-20 education system

5. Accurately and continuously assess data and nonitor

and report performance.

6. Provide high-quality assistance and intervention

when and wher e needed.

7. Provide tinely and accurate infornation on al

public and i ndependent educati on servi ces.

8. Establish the nissions of the public colleges and

uni versities and community coll eges.

9. Approve new degree prograns above the master's

degree |evel.

10. Approve new under graduate nedi cal education

prograns or coll eges, new graduate nedi cal education prograns,

and Prograns in Medical Sciences (PIMS) which are partnerships
26
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1| between two or nore public higher education institutions or

2 | between public and private higher education institutions.

3 (c) Commissioner of Education.--The Conmi ssi oner of

4 | Education shall serve as secretary and executive director of
5| the Florida Board of Education and as chief executive officer
6| of Florida's seam ess K-20 education system The conm ssioner
7 | shall propose action on all issues that cone before the board
8 | and be responsible for enforcing conpliance with the ni ssion
9| and goal s of the seaml ess K-20 educati on system by al

10 | education delivery sectors. The conm ssioner's office shal

11 | operate all statew de functions necessary to support the

12 | Florida Board of Education and the seanl ess K-20 education
13| system including the foll owi ng areas:

14 1. Legal

15 2. Communi cations, including a Gtizen Infornmation
16 | Center that provides quick response and uses custoner-friendly
17 | et hods.

18 3. Strategic planning and budget devel opnent.

19 4. GCeneral adnministration

20 5. Assessnent and accountability.

21 6. Data managenent, education technol ogy, and an

22 | educati on data warehouse.

23 7. Access and opportunity, including student financial
24 | assi st ance.

25 8. Policy research and devel opnent, except the

26 | Educati on K-20 Policy and Research Conmi ssion

27 9. Florida Board of Education personnel

28 10. Workforce and econom ¢ devel opnent.

29 11. Educational facilities.

30 12. | nspector Ceneral

31
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1 (d) Chancellors and executive director.--The

2 | chancell ors of the public schools, community coll eges, and

3| coll eges and universities divisions and the Executive Director
4| of the Division of |Independent Education shall serve the

5| Florida Board of Education and the Conmi ssioner of Education
6|linthe role of division vice presidents of the K-20 educati on
7 | system and as governance officers and critical nenbers of the
8 | state-level education |eadership team They shall each be held
9| responsible for providing | eadership, adninistering prograns,
10 | resol ving di sputes, providing technical assistance, and tinely
11 | reconmendi ng action plans to the conmmi ssioner for sanctions or
12 | interventi on when needed, as well as nmmking reconmendations to
13 | the board and the comm ssioner for strategi c planning and

14 | budget devel opnent for their respective education delivery

15| sectors. They shall support the governing policies and

16 | responsibilities of the board and the conm ssi oner and bear

17 | primary responsibility for the achi evenent of the mi ssion and
18 | goals of the K-20 education system by their education delivery
19 | sectors, as applicable to their sectors. They shall reinforce
20| the policies and principles of the seam ess K-20 educati on
21| systemin every venue and at every opportunity, and work
22 | together to facilitate horizontal comuni cati ons and
23 | interactions between the education delivery sectors.
24 | Specifically, as applicable, each educati on governance officer
25| shal I:
26 1. Serve as the head of the division
27 2. Supervise all enployees and work of the division
28 3. Properly and tinely inform education institutions
29| and the public as to legislative action, including fundi ng,
30 | grant opportunities, and substantive policy changes affecting
31| the division.

28
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O U0~ WNIERPLO O ®~NO®Uu D WNPRER O

Florida Senate - 2001 CS for SB 2108
304-1630-01

4. Direct the review of expenditures of public funds

in accordance with legislative intent.

5. Evaluate the performance of each education

institution under the division and report perfornmance results

to the public, the Legislature, the Commi ssioner of Education

the Florida Board of Education, and the institution and its

gover ni ng board.

6. Direct institutional governing boards to take

corrective action to i nprove unsatisfactory perfornmance

pursuant to law and rules of the Florida Board of Education

7. Direct and oversee the devel opnent of the

di vision's accountability system and reconmend changes to the

Commi ssi oner of Education and the Florida Board of Educati on

8. Direct the division's activities in order to

coordinate with other divisions to provide a seanl ess

educati on system

9. Direct the provision of state services to

institutions under the division

10. Direct the devel opnent of the division's

| egi sl ative budget request and work cooperatively with the

conm ssi oner and ot her governance officers to develop a

uni fi ed budget request.

11. Serve as the prinmary point of contact and

comuni cation for the division

(e) Institutional boards of trustees and schoo

boards. --Each instituti onal board of trustees and school board

shal | :
1. Provide strategic planning and budget devel opnent

for their institution or school district.

29
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1 2. Inplenent and naintain high-quality education

2| prograns within law and rules of the Florida Board of

3 | Educati on.

4 3. Measure and enforce performance.

5 4., Provide tinely and accurate reporting of

6 | i nformati on.

7 5. Provide direct input on education issues to the

8 | educati on governance officers.

9 6. Have broad latitude within law and rules of the
10| Florida Board of Education in devel oping |ocal policies and
11| local prograns to neet the needs of their students, their
12 | conmunities, and area enpl oyers.

13 7. Hold presidents and appoi nted superintendents

14 | responsible for institution and school performnce.

15 8. Be responsible for the fiscal accountability of
16 [ their institution or school district.

17 9. Be responsible for conpliance with all laws, rules
18 | of the Florida Board of Education, and perfornmance

19 | accountability requirenents.

20 (f) Presidents and superintendents. --Each

21 | institutional president and school district superintendent
22 | shal l:

23 1. Be responsible for efficient and effective budget
24 | and program adni ni stration

25 2. Provide strong | eadership to acconplish their

26 | educati on nissions and goal s.

27 3. Cosely nonitor education performance

28 4, Provide tinely and accurate financial and

29 | performance data.

30 5. Link instructional staff evaluations to student
31 | perfornmance.

30
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1 (g) Ad hoc advisory conmittees.--Advisory bodi es shal
2 | be appointed on an ad hoc basis by the Florida Board of

3 | Education to serve the board, conm ssioner, and chancellors
4 | when and as needed by studying and recomendi ng acti on on

5] major issues that affect the direction and quality of

6 | education, providing public foruns for debate, and

7 | saf equardi ng a coordi nated syst emni de approach to educati on
8 | policy decisions.

9 Section 9. Section 229.007, Florida Statutes, is

10 | created to read:

11 229.007 Florida's K-20 education perfornmance

12 | accountability system legislative intent; mssion, goals, and
13 | systemwi de neasures. - -

14 (1) LEG SLATIVE INTENT.--1t is the intent of the

15| Legi slature that:

16 (a) The performance accountability system i npl enent ed
17 | to assess the effectiveness of Florida's seanl ess K-20

18 | education delivery system provide answers to the foll ow ng
19 | questions in relation to its mission and goal s:

20 1. What is the public getting in return for funds it
21 | invests in education?

22 2. Howis Florida's K-20 education system perform ng
23| in terns of educating its students?

24 3. How are the najor delivery sectors performng to
25 | pronote student achi evenent ?

26 4., How are individual schools and postsecondary

27 | education institutions perfornmng their responsibility to

28 | educate their students as neasured by how students are

29 | perform ng and how much they are | earni ng?

30 (b) The Florida Board of Education recommend to the
31| Legislature systemwi de performance standards; the Legislature

31
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1| establish systemn de performance neasures and standards; and
2 | the systemni de neasures and standards provide Floridians with
3|linformation on what the public is getting in return for the

4] funds it invests in education and how well the K-20 system

5| educates its students.

6 (c) The Florida Board of Education establish

7 | performance neasures and set performance standards for

8 | i ndi vidual conponents of the system including individua

9 | school s and postsecondary education institutions, which

10 | neasures and standards are based prinmarily on student

11 | achi evenent.

12 (2) MSSION, GOALS, AND SYSTEMW DE MEASURES. - - The

13| nission of Florida's K-20 education system when it becones
14 | fully operational, shall be to increase the proficiency of al
15| students within one seanl ess, efficient system by providing
16 | themwith the opportunity to expand their know edge and skills
17 | through | earni ng opportunities and research val ued by

18 | students, parents, and conmmunities, and to maintain an

19 | accountability systemthat neasures student progress toward
20| the foll owi ng goals:
21 (a) Highest student achi evenent, as neasured by:
22 | student FCAT performance and annual |earning gains; the nunber
23 | and percentage of schools that inprove at | east one schoo
24 | perfornmance grade designation or nmintain a school performance
25| grade designation of "A'" pursuant to s. 229.57; graduation or
26 | conpletion rates at all learning | evels; and other neasures
27 | identified in law or rule.
28 (b) Seanless articulation and naxi num access, as
29 | neasured by: the percentage of students who denonstrate
30 | readi ness for the educational |evel they are entering, from
31| kindergarten through postsecondary education and into the

32
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1| workforce; the nunber and percentage of students needing

2 | renedi ation; the percentage of Floridians who conpl ete

3 | associ ate, baccal aureate, professional, and postgraduate

4 | degrees; the nunber and percentage of credits that articul ate;
5] the extent to which each set of exit-point requirenents

6 | mtches the next set of entrance-point requirenents; and other
7 | measures identified in law or rule.

8 (c) Skilled workforce and econom ¢ devel opnent, as

9 | neasured by: the nunber and percentage of graduates enpl oyed
10 in their areas of preparation; the percentage of Floridians
11 | with high school diploms and postsecondary education

12 | credentials; the percentage of business and conmmunity nenbers
13| who find that Florida' s graduates possess the skills they

14 | need; and ot her neasures identified in |law or rule.

15 (d) Quality efficient services, as neasured by: cost
16 | per conpleter or graduate; average cost per nonconpleter at
17 | each educational |level; cost disparity across institutions

18 | offering the sane degrees; the percentage of education

19 | custonmers at each educational level who are satisfied with the
20 | educati on provided; and other neasures identified in | aw or
21| rule.
22 Section 10. Section 229.0072, Florida Statutes, is
23 | created to read:
24 229. 0072 Reorganization inplenentation process.--In
25| order to best achieve the |egislative purpose of the Florida
26 | Educati on Governance Reorgani zation | nplenentation Act:
27 (1) The Governor shall appoint the nenbers of the
28 | boards of trustees of the state universities in accordance
29 | with section 229.008, Florida Statutes.
30 (2) Effective July 1, 2001, the Governor shall appoint
31| a seven-nenber Florida Board of Education. The Florida Board

33
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1| of Education shall be housed within, and operate under the

2| direction of, the State Board of Educati on

3 (3) The Florida Board of Education shall establish a

4| detailed procedure for the inplenentation of a systemii de K-20
5| technol ogy plan which includes a nonth-by-nonth tineline with
6 | nonthly progress reports to the board.

7 (4) Subject to review and approval of the State Board
8 | of Education, the Florida Board of Educati on shall

9 (a) Adopt rules pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54
10 ) to inplenent provisions of |aw conferring duties upon it. The
11 | rules shall be subnitted to the State Board of Education. If
12 | any rule is not disapproved by the State Board of Education
13| within 45 days after its receipt, the rule shall be filed

14 | imediately with the Departnent of State.

15 (b) Prepare and subnmit a unified K-20 educati on budget
16 | that clearly defines the individual needs of the four

17 | divisions created within the Departnent of Education

18 (c) Establish a work plan and tineline for the orderly
19 | inplenentation of the transition, including a fully detailed
20| plan and tineline for the devolution of duties, as
21 | appropriate, to the university boards of regents.
22 (d) Establish accountability standards for existing
23| legislative performance goals, standards, and neasures, and
24 | order the devel opnent of nechanisns to inpl enent new
25| legislative goals, standards, and neasures.
26 (e) Supervise the coordination of institutions and
27 | delivery sectors.
28 (f) Establish policies for university and community
29 | col |l ege boards of trustees to followin selecting presidents.
30 (g) Approve plans and reports, and take other
31| necessary actions pertaining to the supervision of education

34
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1 (h) Effectuate the tinely inplenentation of the

2 | seam ess K-20 educati on system

3 (i) Establish advisory boards to provide the support

4 | needed to address issues such as public education facilities
5| pl anni ng; student issues; instructional issues; distance

6 | | earning and technol ogy; academic quality, freedom and

7 | responsibility; and research

8 (j) Develop and review recommendati ons on i ssues of

9| statewi de i nportance, such as technol ogy systens and

10| facilities.

11 (k) Adopt criteria and inplenentation plans for future
12 | growmt h issues, such as new col | eges and universities and

13 | canpus nergers; and provide for cooperative agreements between
14 ) and within public and private education sectors.

15 (1) Advise the State Board of Education regarding the
16 | i ssuance of bonds.

17 (m Appoint advisory bodies, as necessary, on an ad

18 | hoc basi s.

19 (n) Develop and reconmend to the Educati on Governance
20 | Reorgani zation Transition Task Force, the Governor, the

21 | Conmi ssi oner of Education, and the Legislature, no later than
22 | January 1, 2002, for adoption during 2002, a clear, concise
23 | new School Code, conprised of the revision of chapters

24 | 228-246, Florida Statutes, to acconplish the inplenentation
25| adnmini stration, and operation of Florida's seanl ess K-20

26 | educati on systemin accordance with the guidelines included in
27 | s. 229.0061.

28 (5) Effective July 1, 2001, the Conmi ssioner of

29 | Educati on shall

30

31
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1 (a) Woirk with the Florida Board of Education to

2 | achieve full inplenentation of the sean ess K-20 educati on

3| system

4 (b) Commence reorgani zati on of the Departnent of

5| Education as a state agency of the Governor in accordance with
6| legislative guidelines pursuant to s. 229.0073, the

7| requirenments of s. 229.003(5), and requests of the Florida

8 | Board of Education as approved by the State Board of

9 | Educati on.

10 (c) As a nenber of the State Board of Education

11 | determine the agenda for the Florida Board of Education and
12 | provide the Florida Board of Education and the State Board of
13 | Education the full support of the reorgani zed Departnent of
14 | Educati on.

15 Section 11. Section 229.0073, Florida Statutes, is
16 | created to read:

17 229.0073 Reorgani zation of the Departnment of

18 | Education.--Effective July 1, 2001, notwi thstanding the

19 | provisions of s. 20.15, the comi ssioner's Education
20 | Reorgani zati on Workgroup is established to direct and provide
21 | oversight for the reorgani zation of Florida's K-20 Depart nent
22 | of Education. The Commi ssioner of Education, the Governor or
23| his or her designee, the Chairman of the Educati on Governance
24 | Reorgani zation Transition Task Force, the Chancellor of the
25| Division of Colleges and Universities, the Chancellor of the
26 | Division of Conmunity Col |l eges, a nenber of the Senate
27 | appointed by the President, and a nenber of the House of
28 | Representati ves appoi nted by the Speaker shall serve on this
29 | wor kgroup. The reorgani zati on shall
30 (1) Einmnate duplication across divisions; achieve
31| greater efficiencies in financial and human resources and
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1| education services; and identify functions, resources, and

2| services that should be elimnated, transferred, or realigned.
3 (2) Include a review and assessnment of all bureaus,

4| offices, divisions, and functions of the departnent

5| reorgani zed pursuant to this section

6 (3) Establish an Ofice of the Comm ssi oner of

7 | Education that includes the general areas of operation that

8| are common to all delivery sectors, such as adninistration

9 | communi cation, |egal services, financial aid, and governnment
10| and public relations, in order to increase efficiency, inprove
11 | service delivery to students, and fully support the

12 | operati onal needs of the Florida Board of Education

13 (4) Establish the following divisions within the

14 | departnent:

15 (a) Division of Public Schools (K-12).--The state's

16 | public elenentary, mddle, junior high, and high schools, as
17 | well as conbination schools, charter schools, district nagnet
18 | prograns, and area technical centers.

19 (b) Division of Coommunity Coll eges.--The state's 28
20 | public comunity coll eges.
21 (c) Division of Colleges and Universities.--The
22 | state's public universities and coll eges and the 4-year
23 | i ndependent coll eges and universities which are located in and
24 | chartered by the state, are accredited by the Conm ssion on
25| Col | eges of the Southern Association of Colleges and School s,
26 | and grant baccal aureate degrees, to enable nore effective
27 | articul ati on between these public and private institutions.
28 | The division chancellor shall adm nister those provisions of
29 | chapter 246 that apply to the independent coll eges and
30 | universities within the division and shall establish a |liaison
31| responsi ble for partnershi ps that enhance articul ati on bet ween
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and communi cation with Florida's 4-year independent coll eges

and uni versities.

(d) Division of |ndependent Education.--The

i ndependent education providers within the state, including

hone education prograns, private K-12 institutions,

i ndependent col |l eges and universities, except those identified

under paragraph (c), and private postsecondary career

preparation and vocational training institutions.

1. The division shall be under an executive director

and shall house a new conmi ssion, appointed by the Governor

to oversee |icensing of independent postsecondary

institutions, consuner protection, and program i nprovenent.

The commi ssion shall have the powers and duties of the State

Board of | ndependent Coll eges and Universities specified in

chapter 246, except the powers and duties relating to those

institutions identified under paragraph (c), and of the State

Board of Nonpublic Career Education

2. The division shall serve as the advocate for and

liaison to the i ndependent education providers identified in

t hi s paragraph.

3. The executive director of the division shal

establish a nechanismfor regular interaction and i nput from

i ndependent education providers in the devel opnent of policies

that provide seanml ess articulation for all students.

4. The division shall afford students and parents

educati onal options apart fromthe public K-20 system
(5) Establish the following offices within the Ofice
of the Commi ssi oner of Education which shall coordinate their

activities with all other divisions and offices:

(a) Ofice of Technol ogy and | nfornation

Services.--The office shall be responsible for devel oping a
38
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systemni de technol ogy pl an, nmaki ng budget recommendations to

the commi ssi oner, providing data coll ection and managenent for

the system and coordinating services with other state, |ocal

and private agencies. The office shall develop a nethod to

address the need for a statew de approach to planning and

operations of library and i nfornmati on services to achieve a

singl e K-20 education systemlibrary information portal and a

uni fied higher education |library nanagenent system The

Florida Virtual Hi gh School shall be administratively housed

within the office

(b) Ofice of Wrkforce and Economni c Devel opnent. --The

office shall evaluate the role of each sector of education in

Florida's workforce and econoni ¢ devel opnent, assess the

specific work skills and variety of careers provided, and

report to the Florida Board of Education the effectiveness of

each sector.

(c) Ofice of Educational Facilities.--The office

shall validate all educational plant surveys, approve schoo

sites in accordance with rules of the Florida Board of

Education, and verify Florida Inventory of School Houses data.

The office shall work cooperatively with the SMART School s

O earinghouse to coordinate efforts to acconplish schoo

district educational facilities plans.
(d) Ofice of Student Financial Assistance.--The
of fice shall provide access to and adnmi ni ster state and

federal grants, schol arships, and | oans to those students

seeki ng financial assistance for postsecondary study pursuant

to programcriteria and eligibility requirenents.

(6) Establish a K-20 education | eadership team

including, but not linmted to, the educati on governance

officers. The | eadership teamshall be responsible for
39
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1| systemni de horizontal and vertical communi cation, and

2 | assisting the achi evenent of the seanl ess K-20 education

3| system

4 Section 12. Section 229.0074, Florida Statutes, is

5| created to read

6 229.0074 Division of Independent Education.--

7 (1) The mission of the Division of |ndependent

8 | Education is to enhance the opportunity to raise the

9 | educational attainnment |evels of students pursuing their

10 | educati on i n nongovernment settings by representing their

11| interests, and those of the institutions that serve them in

12 | the Departnent of Education. The Division of |ndependent

13 | Educati on has no authority over the institutions or students

14| in Florida's i ndependent education sector, other than those

15| specified in chapter 246 relating to i ndependent postsecondary

16 | education. The division shall serve as the advocate for, and

17 | liaison to, independent education providers and institutions,

18 | i ncl udi ng hone educati on prograns, private K-12 institutions,

19 | i ndependent coll eges and universities except as ot herwi se

20| provided in s. 229.0073(4)(c), and private postsecondary

21 | career preparation/vocational training institutions.

22 (2) The executive director of the division shal

23 | establish a nechanismfor regular interaction and i nput from

24 | i ndependent education providers in the devel opnent of policies

25| that provide seanless articulation for all students. The

26 | executive director shall:

27 (a) Learn the interests and concerns of the students

28 | and providers of independent education at all levels in order

29| to strongly represent themin the Departnment of Education

30 (b) Articulate the interests and concerns of the

31| students and providers of independent education at all |evels
40
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in all relevant governnent settings, accurately reflecting the

consensus or differences in opinion anong those represent ed.

(c) Participate with the other division heads in key

educati on deci si onnaki ng processes.

(d) NMonitor and participate in rul enaking and ot her

activities relevant to the interests of the independent

educati on sector.

(e) Serve as a key spokesperson for the independent

educati on sector.

(f) Advocate for any necessary educational services

and funds for independent education sector fanilies and

school s.
(g) Establish a clearinghouse of infornmation

(h) Foster a collaborative spirit and working

relationship anbng the institutions of the private and public

sectors.
(i) Ildentify and convey the best practices of the

i ndependent education sector for the benefit of the other

education delivery sectors, and vice versa.

(j) Augnent, where appropriate, the efforts of groups

representing the students and providers of independent

education to comunicate their concerns to governnent.

(k) Facilitate the adm nistration of education

services provided by the Departnent of Education to the

i ndependent education sector, such as those relating to

teacher certification and background checks.

(1) Encourage student-centered funding and the

expansi on of famly choice in education

(m Devel op and propose courses of action to the

representatives of the independent educati on sector

41
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1 (n) Communicate rel evant decisions to the i ndependent
2 | education sector

3 (o) Establish and oversee the division staff necessary
4]1to carry out the division's functions in the npst econonica

5| and effective manner

6 (p) Evaluate pending policies to ensure they do not

7 | pl ace unnecessary regul ati on or mandates on the i ndependent

8 | educati on comunity.

9 (3) The powers and duties of the State Board of

10 | I ndependent Col |l eges and Universities and the State Board of
11 | Nonpublic Career Education, except as relating to any

12 | i ndependent nonprofit college or university which is |ocated
13 ] in and chartered by the state, is accredited by the Conmi ssion
14 | on Col |l eges of the Southern Association of Coll eges and

15| Schools, and grants baccal aureate degrees, shall be conbined
16 | and transferred to a single board naned the Conm ssion for

17 | | ndependent Educati on, which shall be adnministratively housed
18 | within the division. This single board shall authorize

19 | granting of certificates, diploms, and degrees for

20 | i ndependent postsecondary education institutions through

21 | exenption, registration authorization, and |icensing.

22 (4) The Commi ssion for |ndependent Educati on shal

23| consist of 10 citizens who are residents of this state, a

24 | majority of whom represent independent postsecondary

25 | educational institutions licensed, authorized, or exenpt from
26 | licensure by the Commi ssion for |ndependent Education. Menbers
27 | shall be selected fromthe state at |arge and shall be

28 | appoi nted by the Governor and confirnmed by the Senate. To be
29 | consistent with an i ndependent rul enaki ng commi ssi on, nenbers,
30 | except nenbers appointed pursuant to paragraph (g), nust be
31| enpl oyees, consultants, conmmi ssion nenbers, or trustees of an
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i ndependent postsecondary educational institution that is

|icensed, authorized, or exenpt fromlicensure by the

Conmi ssion for | ndependent Education and offers primarily

resident training. The conm ssion shall consist of the

fol | owi ng nenbers:

(a) One nenber froma college or university licensed

or exenpt fromlicensure by the comm ssion and accredited by a

regi onal accrediting agency.

(b) Two nenbers fromcolleges or universities |licensed

or exenpt fromlicensure by the comm ssion and accredited by a

nati onal accrediting agency.

(c) One nenber froma college or university authorized

pursuant to s. 246.085(1)(b) or a college or university issued

an authorization pursuant to s. 246. 084.

(d) Two nenbers froma school |icensed by the

conm ssion and accredited by a national accrediting agency.

(e) One nenber froma nonaccredited school that is

|icensed by the commi ssion.

(f) One nenber froma college or university licensed

or exenpt fromlicensure by the comr ssion, nationally or

regionally accredited, and offering prograns at both the

degrees and nondegree | evel s.

(g0 Two lay citizens of the state who are not

enpl oyees, consultants, conmmi ssion nenbers, or trustees of a

nonpubl i ¢ postsecondary educational institution and who do not

derive any income froma nonpublic postsecondary educationa

i nstitution.

Accreditation of an institution under this subsecti on nust be

institutional accreditation by a regional or nationa
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1| accrediting agency recogni zed by the United States Departnent
2 | of Educati on.

3 (5) The CGovernor shall appoint the new nenbers of the
4| conmission to 3-year ternms; however, for the initial

5| appoi ntnent in 2001, four nenbers shall be appointed for 3

6| years, three nenbers for 2 years, and three nenbers for 1

7 | year. The Governor shall nake the initial appointnents no

8| later than July 1, 2001

9 (6) The establishnent of the Division of | ndependent
10 | Education shall not be construed to advance the extension or
11 | expansi on of governnent regul ati on on i ndependent or hone

12 | educati on prograns.

13 Section 13. Section 229.008, Florida Statutes, is

14 | created to read:

15 229.008 Boards of regents of the state universities.--
16 (1)(a) Effective July 1, 2001, and no |ater than

17 | Novenber 1, 2001, the Governor shall appoint an 11-nenber

18 | board of regents for each university in the State University
19| System with nenbers subject to confirnmation by the Senate. In
20 | addition, each student body president shall serve as an ex
21 | officio nonvoting nenber of his or her university board of

22 | regents. Menbers of the boards of regents shall receive no
23 | conpensation but may be reinbursed for travel and per diem
24 | expenses as provided in s. 112.061

25 (b) The Governor may renpve a regent upon the

26 | recommendation of the Florida Board of Education or for cause.
27 (2) There is no state residency requirenent for

28 | university board nenbers, except that no university board

29 | shall be conposed of a mpjority of nenbers from one county.
30 (3) A board of regents shall be a public body

31| corporate by the nane of "The (nane of university) Board of
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1| Regents,"” with all the powers of a body corporate, including a
2| corporate seal, the power to contract and be contracted with,
3] to sue and be sued, to plead and be inpleaded in all courts of
4| law or equity, and to give and receive donations. In all suits
5| agai nst a board of regents, service of process shall be made
6| on the chair of the board or, in the absence of the chair, on
7| the corporate secretary or designee.

8 (4) Boards of regents' nenbers shall be appointed for

9 | staggered 4-year terns, and nmay be reappointed for additiona
10| ternms not to exceed 8 years of service.

11 (5) Each board of regents shall select its chair and
12 | vice chair fromthe appointed nmenbers at its first regul ar

13| neeting after July 1. The chair shall serve for 2 years and
14 | may be reselected for one additional consecutive term The

15| duties of the chair shall include presiding at all neetings of
16 | the board, calling special neetings of the board, attesting to
17 | actions of the board, and notifying the Governor in witing
18 | whenever a board nenber fails to attend three consecutive

19 | regul ar board neetings in any fiscal year, which failure may
20 | be grounds for renoval. The duty of the vice chair is to act
21| as chair during the absence or disability of the chair.

22 (6) The university president shall serve as executive
23 | officer and corporate secretary of the board of regents and
24 | shall be responsible to the board for all operations of the
25| university and for setting the agenda for neetings of the

26 | board in consultation with the chair.

27 (7) Upon appoi ntnent, each board of regents shal

28 | coomence professional orientation, training, and board

29 | devel opnent activities, and shall begin setting direction for
30| its university in keeping with accountability and perfornance
31| expectations of the seanl ess K-20 education system In
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preparation for the transition fromoperating as a state

agency to a body corporate enpl oyer without state agency

status, each board of regents shall subnit to the Florida

Board of Education action plans and tinelines for devol ution

of duties and responsibilities to the board of regents.

(8) The boards of regents shall be responsible for

cost-effective policy decisions appropriate to the

university's nmission, the i npl enentati on and mai nt enance of

hi gh-qual ity education prograns within | aw and rul es of the

Fl ori da Board of Education, the neasurenent of performance

the reporting of information, and the provision of input

regardi ng state policy, budgeting, and education standards.
Section 14. Section 229.0081, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

229.0081 Powers and duties of university boards of

regents. --
(1) Notwithstandi ng the provisions of chapter 240,

each university board of regents is vested with the authority

to govern and set policy for its university, as necessary to

provi de proper governance and i nprovenent of the university in

accordance with law and with rules of the Florida Board of

Educati on. Each board of regents shall performall duties

assigned by law or by rule of the Florida Board of Education

or the Conm ssioner of Education

(2) Notwithstandi ng the provisions of chapter 240,

each university board of regents nmay adopt rules and policies

consistent with the university nmssion, with law, and with

rule of the Florida Board of Education, including rules and

policies for the foll ow ng:
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1 (a) Selecting the president to serve at the pl easure

2| of the board and perform such duties as are assigned by the

3| board or otherw se provided by |law or by rule.

4 (b) Fixing the conpensation and other conditions of

5| enpl oynent of the president.

6 (c) Conducting periodic eval uati ons of the president,
7 | subnmitting such eval uations to the Chancellor for review, and
8 | suspendi ng or renoving the president in accordance with

9 | guidelines established by the Chancell or

10 (d) Appointing a presidential search committee to make
11 | reconmendations to the full board of regents, fromwhich the
12 | board shall select a candidate for reference to the Chancell or
13| and ratification by the Florida Board of Education

14 (e) In consultation with the university president,

15| defining and devel oping a strategic plan for the university
16 | for recommendation to the Chancellor, the Conm ssi oner of

17 | Education, and the Florida Board of Education, as provided by
18 | law, specifying institutional goals and objectives.

19 (f) In consultation with the university president,

20 | providing for acadenic freedom and acadenic responsibility at
21| the university.

22 (g) In consultation with the university president,

23 | submitting an institutional budget request, including a

24 | request for fixed capital outlay, to the Chancellor in

25 | accordance with gui delines established by the Florida Board of
26 | Educati on.

27 (h) Approving new, and term nating existing,

28 | under graduat e and graduate degree progranms up to and incl udi ng
29 | the master's degree | evel, based on criteria established by
30| the Florida Board of Education

31

47
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O U0~ WNIERPLO O ®~NO®Uu D WNPRER O

Florida Senate - 2001 CS for SB 2108
304-1630-01

(i) Purchasing, acquiring, receiving, holding, owning,

managi ng, | easing, selling, disposing of, and conveying title

to real property, in accordance with rul es and guidelines of

the Florida Board of Educati on.

(j) Entering into agreenents for and accepting credit

card, charge card, and debit card paynents as conpensation for

goods, services, tuition, and fees.

(k) Establishing codes of conduct and appropriate

penalties for violations of university rules by students and

student organi zations, including rules governing student

academ ¢ honesty.

(1) Establishing a committee, at |east one-half of the

nmenbers of which shall be students appoi nted by the student

body president, to periodically review and eval uate the

student judicial system

(m Establishing the personnel programfor al

enpl oyees of the university in accordance with | aw, incl uding:

conpensation and ot her conditions of enploynent, recruitnent

and sel ection, nonreappoi ntnent, standards for perfornmance and

conduct, evaluation, benefits and hours of work, recognition

i nventions and works, travel, |learning opportunities, academc

freedom and responsibility, pronotion, assignnent, denotion

transfer, tenure and pernmanent status, ethical obligations and

conflicts of interest, restrictive covenants, disciplinary

actions, conplaints, appeals and grievance procedures, and

separation and ternination from enpl oynent.

(n) Establishing and mai ntai ning a personnel exchange

program
(0) Governing adnission of students subject to the

rules of the Florida Board of Educati on.
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(p) Considering the past actions of any person

appl ying for admission, enrollnent, or enploynent, and

establishing policies to deny adm ssion, enrollnent, or

enpl oynent to an applicant because of m sconduct if determ ned

to be in the best interest of the university.

(q) Ensuring conpliance with federal |aws,

regul ati ons, and requirenents.

(r) Using, maintaining, protecting, and controlling

uni versity-owned or university-controlled buil dings and

grounds, property and equi pnent, nane, tradermarks and ot her

proprietary marks, and the financial and other resources of

the university. Such authority may include placing

restrictions on activities and on access to facilities,

firearnms, food, tobacco, al coholic beverages, distribution of

printed materials, human subjects, aninmals, and sound.

(s) Assuring that any challenge grant program to be

mat ched with state funds, is consistent with the m ssion of

each institution, as approved by the Florida Board of

Education pursuant to s. 299.0061. The board of regents nust

al so approve state matching funds for private contributions

consistent with that m ssion.

(t) Establishing a procurenent programfor the

purchase, |ease, or acquisition in any nmanner (including

purchase by installnent or |ease-purchase contract which nmay

provide for the paynent of interest on the unpaid portion of

the purchase price and for the granting of a security interest

in the itens purchased) of goods, materials, equipnent, and

services required by the university.

(u) Supervising faculty practice plans for the

academ c health science centers.
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(3) Each board of regents shall actively inplenment a

plan, in accordance with guidelines of the Florida Board of

Education, for working on a regular basis with the other

uni versity boards of regents, representatives of the comunity

col |l ege boards of trustees, and representatives of the

di strict school boards, to achieve the goals of the seanl ess

educati on system
(4) Notwithstanding the provisions of s. 216.351(1), a
state university board of regents may authorize the rent or

| ease of parking facilities, provided that such facilities are

funded t hrough parking fees or parking fines inposed by a

university. A board of regents nay authorize a university to

charge fees for parking at such rented or |eased parking

facilities.
(5) Effective July 1, 2002, within proviso in the
Ceneral Appropriations Act and | aw, each board of regents

shal |l set university matriculation fees, tuition, and other

fees. The matriculation fees and tuition | evel set by the

Board of Regents shall vary fromthe standard tuition

established in the annual General Appropriations Act, by no

nore than 10 percent bel ow or 15 percent above the standard.
(6) Effective July 1, 2002, each board of regents
shal|l inplenent the university facilities plan in accordance

with | aw and gui delines of the Conmi ssioner of Education's

O fice of Educational Facilities.

(7) A board of regents shall perform such other duties

as are provided by law or rule of the Florida Board of

Educat i on.
(8) Establish policies relating to credit and

noncredit educational offerings by the university, subject to

gui del i nes of the Florida Board of Education
50
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Section 15. Section 229.0082, Florida Statutes, is
created to read
229.0082 University presidents; powers and

duties.--The president is the chief executive officer of the

university, shall be corporate secretary of the state

university board of regents, and is responsible for the

operation and adninistration of the university. Each

uni versity president shall:

(1) Recommend the adoption of rules, as appropriate,

to the state university board of regents to inpl enent

provi sions of | aw governing the operation and adnini stration

of the university, which shall include the specific powers and

duties enunerated in this section. Such rules shall be

consistent with the nission of the university and the rul es

and policies of the Florida Board of Educati on.

(2) Prepare a budget request and an operating budget

for approval by the university board of regents.

(3) Establish and inplenent policies and procedures to

recruit, appoint, transfer, pronote, conpensate, eval uate,

reward, denote, discipline, and renove personnel, within | aw

and rul es of the Florida Board of Education and in accordance

with rules or policies approved by the university board of

regents.
(4) Govern admissions, subject to law and rul es or

policies of the university board of regents and the Florida

Board of Educati on.

(5) Approve, execute, and adninister contracts for and

on behal f of the university board of regents for the

acqui sition of commobdities, goods, equi pnment, services, |eases

of real and personal property, and planning and construction

to be rendered to or by the university, provided such
51
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contracts are within |law and gui delines of the Florida Board

of Education and in conformance with policies of the

university board of regents, and are for the inplenentation of

approved prograns of the university.

(6) Act for the university board of regents as

custodi an of all university property. The authority vested in

the university president under this subsection includes the

authority to prioritize the use of university space, property,

equi pnent, and resources and the authority to i npose charges

for the use of those itens.

(7) Establish the internal acadenic cal endar of the

university within general guidelines of the Florida Board of

Educat i on.
(8) Administer the university's program of

intercollegiate athletics.

(9) Recommend to the board of regents the

establ i shnent and terminati on of undergraduate and naster's

| evel degree prograns within the approved role and scope of

the university.
(10) Award degrees.
(11) Reconmend to the board of regents a schedul e of

matricul ation fees, tuition, and other fees to be charged by

the university, within law and rules of the Florida Board of

Educat i on.
(12) Oganize the university to efficiently and

effectively achieve the goals of the university.

(13) Review periodically the operations of the

university in order to determ ne how effectively and

efficiently the university is being adm nistered and whet her

it is neeting the goals of its strategic plan adopted by the

Fl ori da Board of Educati on.
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(14) Enter into agreenents for student exchange

prograns which involve students at the university and students

in other institutions of higher |earning.

(15) Approve the internal procedures of student

gover nnment organi zati ons and provi de purchasi ng, contracting,

and budgetary revi ew processes for these organi zations.

(16) Ensure conpliance with federal and state | aws,

regul ati ons, and other requirenents that are applicable to the

uni versity.
(17) Mintain all data and infornation pertaining to

the operation of the university, and report on the attai nnent

by the university of institutional and statew de perfornmance

accountability goals.

(18) Each university president has the authority to

adj ust property records and di spose of state-owned tangible

personal property in the university's custody in accordance

Wi th procedures established by the university board of

regents. Notwithstanding the provisions of s. 273.055(5), al

noneys received fromthe disposition of state-owned tangible

personal property shall be retained by the university and

di sbursed for the acquisition of tangi ble personal property

and for all necessary operating expenditures. The university

shall mmintain records of the accounts into which such npbneys

are deposited.

Section 16. Section 229.0083, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

229.0083 School Readiness Act; legislative intent;
di vi sion of responsibilities.--

(1) The School Readi ness Act, chapter 99-357, Laws of
Florida, created the Florida Partnership for School Readi ness

to fulfill three major purposes: to adm nister schoo
53

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O U0~ WNIERPLO O ®~NO®Uu D WNPRER O

Florida Senate - 2001 CS for SB 2108
304-1630-01

readi ness program services that help parents prepare at-risk

children for school; to coordinate the provision of schoo

readi ness services on a full-day, full-year basis to the

extent possible in order to enable parents to work and be

financially self-sufficient; and to establish a uniform

screening instrunent to be inplenented by the Departnent of

Educati on and adm nistered by the school districts upon entry

into kindergarten to assess the readi ness for school of al

chil dren. Readiness for kindergarten is the outcone neasure of

t he success of the school readiness program

(2) It is the intent of the Legislature that schoo

readi ness services shall be an integrated and seanl ess system

of services with a devel opnentally appropriate education

conponent for the state's at-risk birth-to-kindergarten

popul ati on and shall not be construed as part of the seanl ess

K-20 education systemuntil the adm nistration of the uniform

screeni ng systemupon entry into kindergarten

(3) The Legislature finds that, because of a variety

of factors, not all children cone to school equally ready to

learn, and that in order to nore effectively assess and

noni t or prograns designed to help prepare Florida' s children

to attend school, educators and policynmakers need nore

obj ective information regardi ng the school readi ness of

Florida's children. However, nothing contained in the Schoo

Readi ness Act, chapter 99-357, Laws of Florida, is intended

to:

(a) Relieve parents and guardi ans of their own

obligations to ready their children for school; or

(b) Create any obligation to provide publicly funded

pre-school prograns or services beyond those authorized by the

Legi sl at ure.
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1 (4) Notwithstanding any provision of lawto the

2| contrary, the Florida Partnership for School Readi ness shal

3| be assigned to the Agency for Wrkforce | nnovation for

4 | adnini strative purposes. The Agency for Wrkforce | nnovation
5] shall prepare a plan that provides for the distribution and

6 | expenditure of all school readi ness funds based upon a

7 | performance funding fornula. The plan shall be subnitted to

8 | the Governor and the Legislative Budget Conmi ssion. Upon

9 | approval, the Legislative Budget Commi ssion shall authorize
10| the transfer of funds to the Agency for Wrkforce | nnovation
11| for distribution in accordance with the provisions of the

12 | formula. The partnership shall:

13 (a) Coordinate the many services that at-risk children
14| frombirth to age 5 are eligible to receive, and the

15| progranmmatic, administrative, and fiscal standards for al

16 | school readi ness prograns.

17 (b) Continue to provide the unified | eadership for

18 | school readi ness through the | ocal school readiness

19 | coalitions.

20 (c) Focus on inproving the educational quality of al
21 | publicly funded school readi ness prograns.

22 (5) The Departnent of Education shall inplenent the

23 | uni form school readi ness screening instrunent recommended by
24 | the partnership and incorporate school readiness data into the
25| K- 20 data warehouse for |ongitudinal tracking. The departnent
26 | shall provide the partnership with conplete and full access to
27 | kindergarten uni form screening data at the student, school

28 | district, and state levels in a format that will enable the
29 | partnership to prepare reports needed by state policynmakers
30| and | ocal school readiness coalitions to assess progress

31
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toward school readi ness goals and provide input for continuous

i mprovenent of | ocal school readi ness services and prograns.
Section 17. Section 229.0084, Florida Statutes, is
created to read
229.0084 Legislative findings and intent.--1t is the
finding of the Legislature that student achi evenent, from

ki ndergarten through graduate school, is dependent upon a

nunber of factors, including the quality of schools, the

quality of instruction, and the personal efforts and

responsibilities of the students and their parents. Nothing

contained in Florida | aw shall make the state or | ocal schoo

districts the guarantors that students will fully avai

t hensel ves of the opportunities provided themto attain high

acadeni ¢ achi evenent.

Section 18. Section 228.082, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

228.082 The Florida Virtual ©rtine H gh School. --

(1)(a) The Florida Virtual ©atine Hi gh School is
establ i shed for the devel opnent and delivery of on-line and

di stance | earning education and shall be adninistratively

housed within the Conm ssioner of Education's O fice of

Technol ogy and Information Services. The Conm ssi oner of

Education shall nonitor the school's performance and report

its perfornmance to the Florida Board of Education and the

Legi sl ature.
(b) The mission of the Florida Virtual H gh School is
to provide students with high-quality technol ogy-based

educati onal opportunities to gain the know edge and skills

necessary to succeed in the 21st century. The school shal

serve primarily as an option for
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1. Students who need expanded access to courses in

order to neet their educational goals, such as hone education

students and students in inner-city and rural high schools who

do not have access to higher-1level courses.

2. Students seeking accelerated access in order to

obtain a high school diplona at | east one senmester early.

The board of trustees of the Florida Virtual H gh School shal
identify appropriate perfornmance neasures and standards based

on student achievenent that reflect the school's statutory

m ssion and priorities, and shall inplenent an accountability

system for the school that includes assessnent of its

ef fectiveness and efficiency in providing quality services

t hat encourage hi gh student achi evenent, seanl ess

articul ati on, and naxi num access.
(2) The Florida Virtual ©atine Hi gh School shall be
governed by a board of trustees conprised of seven nenbers

appoi nted by the Governor to 4-year staggered terns, one of
whom shal |l be the current chair of the Florida H gh Schoo
Advi sory Board and one of whom shall be a representative of
the fiscal agent, and one of whom shall be the Chief
Information Oficer or ks designee fromthe State Technol ogy
O fice pursuant—to—ech—2000—164—taws—of—F++orida. The board
shall be a public agency entitled to sovereign i munity
pursuant to s. 768.28, and board nenbers shall be public

of ficers who shall bear fiduciary responsibility for the
Florida Virtual ©a—tine H gh School. The board of trustees
shal |l have the follow ng powers and duti es:

(a)1l. The board of trustees shall neet wthin—36—days
of—uty—1—20600,—antd—shaH——coentinue—to—+eet at |least 4 tines
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1| each year, upon the call of the chair, or at the request of a
2| mpjority of the nmenbership.

3 e L I I F hei-mi-tial

4 | reeting—of—theboard,—the—current—governancestructure—of—the
5 | Hoertda—n—tinre—H-gh—Seheot—shat—be—rmaintained—

6 2.{€)y The fiscal year for the Florida Virtual ©a-tine
7 | H gh School shall be the state fiscal year as provided in s.
8 216.011(1)(n).

9 (b) The board of trustees shall be responsible for the
10| Florida Virtual H gh School's devel opnent of a

11| state-of-the-art technol ogy-based educati on delivery system
12 ) that is cost-effective, educationally sound, marketable, and
13 | capable of sustaining a self-sufficient delivery system

14 | through the Florida Educati on Fi nance Program by fiscal year
15| 2003-2004. Beginning in fiscal year 2002-2003, the schoo

16 | shall collect FTE for hone-school ed students.

17 (c) td)y The board of trustees shall aggressively seek

18 | avenues to generate revenue to support its future endeavors,
19 | and shall enter into agreenents with di stance | earning

20 | providers. The board of trustees andg nay acquire, enjoy, use,
21 | and di spose of patents, copyrights, and tradenmarks and any

22 | licenses and other rights or interests thereunder or therein.
23 | Ownership of all such patents, copyrights, tradenarks,

24 | licenses, and rights or interests thereunder or therein shal
25| vest in the state, with the board having full right of use and
26 | full right to retain the revenues derived therefrom Any funds
27 | realized frompatents, copyrights, trademarks, or |icenses

28 | shall be used to support the school's research and devel opnent
29 | activities in order to inprove courseware and services to its
30 | students.

31
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(d) ey The board of trustees shall annually prepare
and subnmit to the Florida Board of Education a |egislative

budget request, including funding requests for conputers for
public school students who do not have access to public schoo
conputers, in accordance with chapter 216 and s. 235.41. The
| egi sl ative budget request of the Florida Virtual ©atine High
School shall be prepared using the sanme format, procedures,
and tinelines required for the subm ssion of the |egislative
budget of the Departnent of Education.

(e)tH In accordance with law and rules of the Florida

Board of Education,the board of trustees shall admn nister and

mai ntai n personnel prograns for all enployees of the board of
trustees and the Florida Virtual ©rtine H gh School. The
board of trustees may adopt rules, policies, and procedures
related to the appoi ntnent, enploynent, and renpval of
per sonnel

1. The board of trustees shall deternine the
conpensation, including salaries and fringe benefits, and
ot her conditions of enploynent for such personnel

2. The board of trustees nay establish and maintain a
personnel | oan or exchange program by whi ch persons enpl oyed
by the board for the Florida Virtual ©a+tine H gh School as
academ ¢ admi nistrative and instructional staff may be | oaned
to, or exchanged with persons enployed in |like capacities by,
public agencies either within or without this state, or by
private industry. Wth respect to public agency enpl oyees, the
program aut hori zed by this subparagraph shall be consi stent
with the requirenents of part Il of chapter 112. The sal ary
and benefits of board personnel participating in the |oan or
exchange program shall be continued during the period of tine
they participate in a | oan or exchange program and such
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personnel shall be deened to have no break in creditable or
conti nuous service or enploynent during such tine. The sal ary
and benefits of persons participating in the personnel |oan or
exchange program who are enpl oyed by public agencies or
private industry shall be paid by the originating enployers of
those participants, and such personnel shall be deened to have
no break in creditable or continuous service or enpl oynent
during such tine.

3. The enploynent of all Florida Virtual ©rtine H gh
School acadeni c adninistrative and instructional personne
shal | be subject to rejection for cause by the board of
trustees, and shall be subject to policies of the board of
trustees relative to certification, tenure, |eaves of absence,
sabbati cal s, remuneration, and such other conditions of
enpl oynent as the board deens necessary and proper, not
i nconsi stent with | aw

4. Each person enployed by the board of trustees in an
academ ¢ admi nistrative or instructional capacity with the
Florida Virtual ©a—tine H gh School shall be entitled to a
contract as provided by rules of the board.

5. Al enployees except tenporary, seasonal, and
student enpl oyees nay be state enpl oyees for the purpose of
being eligible to participate in the Florida Retirenent System
and receive benefits. The classification and pay plan
including terminal | eave and other benefits, and any
anendnents thereto, shall be subject to review and approval by
t he Departnent of Managenent Services and the Executive Ofice
of the Governor prior to adoption. In the event that the board
of trustees assunes responsibility for governance pursuant to
this section before approval is obtained, enployees shall be
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conpensat ed pursuant to the systemin effect for the enpl oyees
of the fiscal agent.

(f) tg) The board of trustees shall establish
priorities for admission of students in accordance with

paragraph (1) (b).
(9g) th)y The board of trustees shall establish and
distribute to all school districts and high schools in the

state procedures for enroll nent of students into courses
offered by the Florida Virtual ©tine Hi gh School. Such
procedures shall be designed to mninize paperwork and fairly
resolve the i ssue of double funding students taking courses

onl i ne waxize—partietpation—by—students.
h) t+) The board of trustees shall annually subnmit to

the Florida Board PBepartrrent of Education both forecasted and
actual enrollnments for the Florida Virtual ©ttne Hi gh
School, according to procedures established by the Florida
Board Bepartfrent- of Education. At a mininmm such procedures

nmust include the nunber of public, private, and hone schoo

students served by district.

(i) > The board of trustees shall provide for the
content and custody of student and enpl oyee personnel records.
Student records shall be subject to the provisions of s.
228.093. Enpl oyee records shall be subject to the provisions
of s. 231.291.

(j) &) The financial records and accounts of the
Florida Virtual ©atine H gh School shall be nmintai ned under
the direction of the board of trustees and under regul ations
prescribed by the Florida State Board of Education for the
uni form system of financial records and accounts for the
school s of the state.
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The CGovernor shall designate the initial chair of the board of
trustees to serve a termof 4 years. Menbers of the board of
trustees shall serve without conpensation, but nay be

rei mbursed for per diemand travel expenses pursuant to s.

112. 061. The board of trustees shall be a body corporate with
all the powers of a body corporate and such authority as is
needed for the proper operation and inprovenent of the Florida
Virtual ©a—tine High School. The board of trustees is
specifically authorized to adopt rules, policies, and
procedures, consistent with law and rules of the Florida Board

of Education related to governance, personnel, budget and

finance, adm nistration, prograns, curriculumand instruction
travel and purchasi ng, technol ogy, students, contracts and
grants, and property as necessary for optimal, efficient
operation of the Florida Virtual ©rtinne H gh School. Tangi bl e
personal property owned by the board of trustees shall be
subj ect to the provisions of chapter 273.

(3)(a) Until fiscal year 2003-2004,the Conm ssioner
of Education shall include the Florida Virtual ©a—tine Hi gh
School as a grant-in-aid appropriation in the departnent's

| egi sl ative budget request to the Florida State Board of
Education, the Governor, and the Legislature, —
&) subject to any guidelines inposed in the Genera

Appropri ations Act;

(b) The Orange County District School Board shall be
the tenporary fiscal agent of the Florida Virtual ©a—tine High
School
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o S : I W F . I I
L orid . o hool—shalt I .
. ded tabd I .

(4) Under no circunstance nay the credit of the state
be pl edged on behalf of the Florida Virtual ©rtivne H gh
School

(5) By Jdanvary—1—2604-The board of trustees shal
annual |y submt to the Covernor, the Legislature, the
Commi ssi oner of Education,and the Florida Board of Educati on

Reorgantzatior—transttion—Conmi-sston a conpl ete and detail ed

report setting forth:

(a) The operations and acconplishnments of the Florida
Virtual ©a—tine H gh School

(b) The marketing and operational plan for the Florida
Virtual ©a—tne Hi gh School, including recomendations
regardi ng nethods for inproving the delivery of education
through the Internet and ot her distance |earning technol ogy.

(c) The assets and liabilities of the Florida Virtua
on—+tine Hi gh School at the end of the fiscal year

(d) A copy of an annual financial and conpliance audit
of the accounts and records of the Florida Virtual ©n-tine
Hi gh School, conducted by an i ndependent certified public
accountant and perforned in accordance with rul es adopted by
t he Auditor GCeneral

(e) Recommendations regarding the unit cost of
providing services to students. |In order to nost effectively
devel op public policy regarding any future funding of the
Florida Virtual ©&atirne H gh School, it is inperative that the
cost of the programis accurately identified. The identified
cost of the program nust be based on reliable data antd+efteet

| ot ed_withraiRtaini f i1
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1

2

3

4 (f) Recommendations regarding an accountability

5| mechanismto assess the effectiveness of the services provided
6| by the Florida Virtual ©a—+tire H gh School

7 (6) The Auditor General may, pursuant to his or her

8| own authority, or at the direction of the Joint Legislative

9| Auditing Committee, conduct an audit of the Florida Virtua

10 | &a-tine Hi gh School

11 (7) The Florida State Board of Educati on may adopt

12 | rules it deens necessary to inplenent reporting requirenents
13| for the Florida Virtual ©a—tine H gh School

14 Section 19. The Departnent of Education shall naxinize
15| the available federal indirect cost allowed on all federa

16 | grants. Beginning with the 2002-2003 fiscal year, none of the
17 | funds received fromindirect cost allowance shall be expended
18 | by the departnent without specific appropriation by the

19 | Legi sl ature.

20 Section 20. Effective June 30, 2002, section 229. 8065
21| Florida Statutes, is repeal ed

22 Section 21. Effective June 30, 2002, subsection (2) of
23 | section 229.085, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

24 229. 085 Custody of educational funds.--

25 (2) There is created in the Departnent of Education
26 | the Projects, Contracts, and Grants Trust Fund. +H—n

27 | executingthe—terns—of—such—grants—or—econtracts—for—speeciiie
28 | projects—the—enployrent—oef—personnet—shat—bereqguired—=such
29 | personnet—shaH—not—be—subject—to—the+requrenents—of—s—

30 | 236-262(H(=a)—The personnel enployed to plan and adm ni ster
31| such projects shall be considered in tine-limted enpl oynent
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1| not to exceed the duration of the grant or until conpletion of
2| the project, whichever first occurs. Such enployees shall not
3| acquire retention rights under the Career Service System the
4 | provisions of s. 110.051(1) to the contrary notwi thstandi ng.
5| Any enpl oyee hol di ng pernmanent career service status in a

6 | Departnent of Education position who is appointed to a

7 | position under the Projects, Contracts, and Grants Trust Fund
8 | shall retain such permanent status in the career service

9| position.

10 Section 22. Sections 240.145, 240.147, 240.227

11| 240. 307, subsection (2) of section 240.209, and subsection (4)
12 | of section 240.311, Florida Statutes, are repeal ed.

13 Section 23. Except as otherwi se provided in this act,
14 | this act shall take effect upon beconing a | aw.

15
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1 STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE_SUBSTI TUTE FOR

2 SB 2108

3

4 | The Committee Substitute:

5| Nanes the university boards "boards of regents."

6 | Does not provide a delay in the required Senate confirmation
. for the nenbers of the appointed Florida Board of Education
Requires the function of adm nistering student financial
8 | assistance to be housed in an office 0f the Comm ssioner of

9 Educat i on.
Requi res the comm ssioner's budget request to reflect the

10 | needs of the four divisions within the Departnment of

11 Educat i on.
Speci fi es menbership and terns of office for the Conmi ssion

12 | for | ndependent Education

13| Provides that the universities are in transition fromstate
a?ency status to that of a corporate enployer wthout that

14 | status.

15| Aut hori zes university student matriculation fees and tuition
to vary no nore than” 10 percent bel ow and 15 percent above the

16 | standard established in a General Appropriations Act.

17 | Repeal s the authority for the Knott Data Center and Projects,
Contracts, and. Gants Prograns to be exenpt fromlegislative

18 | budgeti ng requirenents.

19

20
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22

23

24

25

26

27

28
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30

31
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