Florida Senate - 2001 SB 2158

By Senat or Saunders

25-697-01

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to healthcare practitioners;

3 anendi ng s. 240.4075, F.S.; transferring the

4 Nur si ng Student Loan Forgi veness Program from
5 t he Departnent of Education to the Departnent
6 of Health; including public schools, fanmly

7 practice teaching hospitals, and specialty

8 hospitals for children as eligible facilities
9 under the program exenpting such facilities
10 fromthe fund-nmatching requirenents of the

11 program anending s. 240.4076, F.S.

12 transferring the nursing schol arship program
13 fromthe Departnent of Education to the

14 Departnent of Health; providing requirenents
15 under the program for students seeking to

16 qualify for a nursing faculty position and to
17 receive credit for work in such a position

18 i ncl udi ng nursing hones, hospitals, public

19 school s, colleges of nursing, and commnity
20 coll ege nursing prograns as eligible facilities
21 under the program transferring powers, duties,
22 functions, rules, records, personnel, property,
23 and appropriations and other funds relating to
24 t he Nursing Student Loan Forgi veness Program
25 and the nursing scholarship programfromthe
26 Departnent of Education to the Departnment of
27 Heal th; amending s. 240.40201, F.S.; granting
28 nursing students priority in receiving a
29 Fl orida Bright Futures Schol arshi p; anending s
30 456. 047, F.S.; providing intent; defining and
31 redefining terns; revising duties of the
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1 Departnent of Health relating to file

2 mai nt enance; providing that prinmary-source data

3 verified by the departnent or its designee nay

4 be relied upon for accreditation purposes;

5 anending s. 464.008, F.S.; revising education

6 requirenents for licensure by exanmi nation as a

7 regi stered nurse or licensed practical nurse;

8 anending s. 464.009, F.S.; revising

9 requirements for licensure by endorsenent to

10 practice professional or practical nursing;

11 requi ring subm ssion of fingerprints for a

12 crimnal history check and a fee to cover the

13 costs of such a check; providing for an

14 el ectronic applicant-notification process;

15 anending s. 464.0205, F.S.; deleting the

16 application and processing fee for applicants

17 for a retired volunteer nurse certificate;

18 providing an effective date.

19

20| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

21

22 Section 1. Section 240.4075, Florida Statutes, is
23 | anended to read:

24 240. 4075 Nursing Student Loan Forgi veness Program - -
25 (1) To encourage qualified personnel to seek

26 | enploynent in areas of this state in which critical nursing
27 | shortages exist, there is established the Nursing Student Loan
28 | Forgi veness Program The primary function of the programis
29 | to increase enploynent and retention of registered nurses and
30| licensed practical nurses in nursing hones and hospitals in
31| the state and in state-operated nedical and health care
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facilities, public schools,birth centers, and federally

sponsored community health centers antdteaching—hospirtats by

nmaki ng repaynents toward | oans received by students from

federal or state progranms or commercial |ending institutions
for the support of postsecondary study in accredited or
approved nursing prograns.

(2) To be eligible, a candidate nust have graduated
froman accredited or approved nursing program and have
received a Florida license as a licensed practical nurse or a
regi stered nurse or a Florida certificate as an advanced
regi stered nurse practitioner

(3) Only loans to pay the costs of tuition, books, and
living expenses shall be covered, at an anobunt not to exceed
$4, 000 for each year of education towards the degree obtained.

(4) Receipt of funds pursuant to this programshall be
conti ngent upon continued proof of enploynent in the
designated facilities in this state. Loan principal paynents
shal |l be made by the Departnent of Health Education directly
to the federal or state prograns or commercial |ending
institutions holding the | oan as follows:

(a) Twenty-five percent of the |loan principal and
accrued interest shall be retired after the first year of
nur si ng;

(b) Fifty percent of the loan principal and accrued
interest shall be retired after the second year of nursing;

(c) Seventy-five percent of the |oan principal and
accrued interest shall be retired after the third year of
nursi ng; and

(d) The remaining | oan principal and accrued interest
shall be retired after the fourth year of nursing.

3
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In no case may paynent for any nurse exceed $4,000 in any
12-nmont h peri od.

(5) There is created the Nursing Student Loan
For gi veness Trust Fund to be adm nistered by the Departnent of
Heal t h Edueation pursuant to this section and s. 240.4076 and
departnment rules. The Conptroller shall authorize
expenditures fromthe trust fund upon recei pt of vouchers
approved by the Departnent of Health Edueation. Al noneys
collected fromthe private health care industry and ot her
private sources for the purposes of this section shall be
deposited into the Nursing Student Loan Forgi veness Trust
Fund. Any balance in the trust fund at the end of any fisca
year shall remain therein and shall be available for carrying
out the purposes of this section and s. 240. 4076.

(6) In addition to licensing fees inposed under part |
of chapter 464, there is hereby |evied and inposed an
addi tional fee of $5, which fee shall be paid upon |icensure
or renewal of nursing |icensure. Revenues collected fromthe
fee inposed in this subsection shall be deposited in the
Nur si ng Student Loan Forgi veness Trust Fund of the Departnent
of Heal th Edueation and will be used solely for the purpose of
carrying out the provisions of this section and s. 240. 4076.
Up to 50 percent of the revenues appropriated to inplenent
this subsection may be used for the nursing scholarship
program est abl i shed pursuant to s. 240.4076.

(7)(a) Funds contained in the Nursing Student Loan
For gi veness Trust Fund which are to be used for | oan
forgi veness for those nurses enployed by hospitals, birth
centers, and nursing hones nust be matched on a
dollar-for-dollar basis by contributions fromthe enpl oyi ng
institutions, except that this provision shall not apply to

4
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1| state-operated nedical and health care facilities, public

2 | school s, county health departnents, federally sponsored

3| comunity health centers, ot teaching hospitals as defined in
4] s. 408.07, fanmily practice teaching hospitals as defined in s.
5] 395.805, or specialty hospitals for children as that termis
6| used ins. 409.9119. If in any given fiscal quarter there are
7] insufficient funds in the trust fund to grant all eligible

8 | applicants' requests, awards nust be based on the foll ow ng

9| priority by enployer: county health departnents; federally

10 | sponsored community health centers; state-operated nedical and
11| healthcare facilities; public schools; teaching hospitals as
12 | defined in s. 408.07; famly practice teaching hospitals as
13| defined in s. 395.805; specialty hospitals for children as

14 ) that termis used in s. 409.9119; and other hospitals, birth
15| centers, and nursing hones.

16 (b) Al Nursing Student Loan Forgi veness Trust Fund
17 | noneys shall be invested pursuant to s. 18.125. Interest

18 | incone accruing to that portion of the trust fund not natched
19 | shall increase the total funds avail able for |oan forgiveness
20 | and schol arshi ps. Pl edged contributions shall not be eligible
21| for matching prior to the actual collection of the total
22 | private contribution for the year
23 (8) The Departnent of Health Eduecat+onr nmay solicit
24 | technical assistance relating to the conduct of this program
25| fromthe Departnent of Education Heatth.
26 (9) The Departnent of Health Edueat+onr is authorized
27| to recover fromthe Nursing Student Loan Forgi veness Trust
28 | Fund its costs for administering the Nursing Student Loan
29 | For gi veness Program
30 (10) The Departnent of Health Edueati+oenr nay adopt
31| rul es necessary to administer this program
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(11) This section shall be inplenented only as
speci fically funded.

Section 2. Section 240.4076, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

240. 4076 Nursing schol arship program --

(1) There is established within the Departnent of
Heal t h Edueation a schol arship program for the purpose of
attracting capable and prom sing students to the nursing
pr of essi on.

(2) A scholarship applicant shall be enrolled as a
full-tine or part-tinme student in the upper division of an
approved nursing programleading to the award of a
baccal aureate degree or graduate degree that qualifies the

recipient for a nursing faculty position or as an etr—afny

advanced regi stered nurse practitioner degree or be enrolled
as a full-time or part-tine student in an approved program
| eading to the award of an associate degree in nursing or—a
th—ptofra—nA—rursthg.

(3) A scholarship may be awarded for no nore than 2
years, in an amount not to exceed $8, 000 per year. However,
regi stered nurses pursuing a graduate degree that qualifies

the recipient for a faculty position or for practice as an

advanced regi stered nurse practitioner degree nmay receive up
to $12,000 per year. Beginning July 1, 1998, these anobunts
shal | be adjusted by the anpbunt of increase or decrease in the
consuner price index for urban consuners published by the
United States Departnent of Comerce.

(4) Credit for repaynent of a scholarship shall be as
foll ows:

(a) For each full year of schol arship assistance, the
recipient agrees to work for 12 nonths in a faculty position

6
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in a college of nursing or community coll ege nursing program

inthis state or at a health care facility in a nedically

underserved area as approved by the Departnent of Health
BEdueation. Schol arship recipients who attend school on a
part-tinme basis shall have their enploynent service obligation
prorated in proportion to the anbunt of schol arship paynents
recei ved.

(b) Eligible health care facilities include nursing
hones and hospitals in this state, state-operated nedical or

health care facilities, public schools, county health

departnents, federally sponsored conmmunity health centers,
coll eges of nursing in universities in this state, and
community college nursing prograns in this state er—teaching
hospitats—as—defined—+n—s—4088-06+ The recipient shall be

encouraged to conplete the service obligation at a single

enpl oynent site. |If continuous enploynment at the sane site is
not feasible, the recipient may apply to the departnment for a
transfer to another approved health care facility.

(c) Any recipient who does not conplete an appropriate
program of studi es or who does not becone |icensed shall repay
to the Departnent of Health Edueatioenr, on a schedule to be
determ ned by the departnent, the entire anount of the
schol arship plus 18 percent interest accruing fromthe date of
t he schol arshi p paynent. Moneys repaid shall be deposited into
the Nursing Student Loan Forgi veness Trust Fund established in
s. 240.4075. However, the departnment may provide additiona
time for repaynent if the departnent finds that circunstances
beyond the control of the recipient caused or contributed to
t he default.

(d) Any recipient who does not accept enpl oynent as a
nurse at an approved health care facility or who does not

7
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1| conplete 12 nonths of approved enpl oynent for each year of

2 | schol arshi p assistance received shall repay to the Departnent
3| of Health Eddueati+oen an anount equal to two tines the entire

4 | amount of the scholarship plus interest accruing fromthe date
5] of the scholarship paynent at the naxi num al |l owabl e i nterest
6| rate permitted by law. Repaynent shall be nmade within 1 year
7] of notice that the recipient is considered to be in default.
8 | However, the departnent may provide additional tinme for

9| repaynent if the departnent finds that circunstances beyond
10| the control of the recipient caused or contributed to the

11 | defaul t.

12 (5) Schol arship paynents shall be transnmitted to the
13 | reci pient upon receipt of docunentation that the recipient is
14 | enrolled in an approved nursing program The Departnment of

15 | Heal t h Edueation shall develop a fornmula to prorate paynents
16 | to scholarship recipients so as not to exceed the naxi num

17 | amount per academ c year.

18 (6) The Departnent of Health Edueat+onr shall adopt

19 | rules, including rules to address extraordi nary circunstances
20| that may cause a recipient to default on either the schoo

21| enrol Il ment or enploynent contractual agreenent, to inplenent
22 | this section and may solicit technical assistance relating to
23 | the conduct of this programfromthe Departnent of Health.

24 (7) The Departnent of Health Edueat+onr is authorized
25| to recover fromthe Nursing Student Loan Forgi veness Trust

26 | Fund its costs for administering the nursing schol arship

27 | program

28 Section 3. Al powers, duties, and functions, rules
29 | records, personnel, property, and unexpended bal ances of

30 | appropriations, allocations, or other funds of the Departnent
31| of Education relating to the Nursing Student Loan Forgi veness
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Program and the nursing schol arship programare transferred by

a type two transfer, as defined in section 20.06(2), Florida
Statutes, to the Departnent of Health.

Section 4. Subsection (11) is added to section
240. 40201, Florida Statutes, to read:

240. 40201 Florida Bright Futures Schol arship
Program - -

(11) Students who enroll full tine or part tine in

nursi ng studies nmust be given priority for a Florida Bright

Fut ures Schol ar shi p.
Section 5. Section 456.047, Florida Statutes, is
anended to read:

456. 047 Standardi zed credentialing for health care
practitioners.--

(1) I NTENT. --The Legislature recogni zes that an
efficient and effective health care practitioner credentialing
program hel ps to ensure access to quality health care and al so
recogni zes that health care practitioner credentialing
activities have increased significantly as a result of health
care reform and recent changes in health care delivery and
rei mbursenent systens. Moreover, the resulting duplication of
health care practitioner credentialing activities is
unnecessarily costly and cunbersone for both the practitioner
and the entity granting practice privileges. Therefore, it is
the intent of this section that a credentials collection
program be established which provides that, once a health care
practitioner's core credentials data are coll ected, they need
not be coll ected again, except for corrections, updates, and
nodi fi cations thereto. Furthernore, it is the intent of the

Legislature that the departnent and all entities and

practitioners work cooperatively to ensure the integrity and
9
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1| accuracy of the program Participation under this section

2| shall include those individuals |Iicensed under chapter 458,

3 | chapter 459, chapter 460, chapter 461, or s. 464.012. However,

4] the departnent shall, with the approval of the applicable

5| board, include other professions under the jurisdiction of the

6| Division of Medical Quality Assurance in this program

7 | provided they neet the requirenments of s. 456.039 or s.

8 | 456. 0391.

9 (2) DEFINITIONS.--As used in this section, the term
10 (a) "Certified" or "accredited," as applicable, neans
11 | approved by a quality assessnent program fromthe Nationa
12 | Conmittee for Quality Assurance, the Joint Comi ssion on
13 | Accreditation of Healthcare Organi zations, the Anerican
14 | Accreditation Heal thCare Conmi ssion/ URAC, or any such ot her
15| nationally recogni zed and accepted organi zati on authori zed by
16 | the departnent, used to assess and certify any credentials
17 | verification program entity, or organization that verifies
18 | the credentials of any health care practitioner
19 (b) "Core credentials data" neans the—feotHowng data
20| that is primary-source verified and includes: eurrent—mafe;,
21 | any—torwer—nare—and—any—atas—any prof essi onal education
22 | professional training, licensure, current Drug Enforcenent
23| Adnministration certification, secitat—sectritynurber
24 | specialty board certification, Educational Conmi ssion for
25| Foreign Medical Gaduates certification, and hospitat—oer—other
26 | rastitutionat—atHt+atioens—evi-dence—of——professiona—tabitty
27 | eoverage—or—evidence—ofFHnancral—+esponsibitty—as—reqgui+red
28 | by—s5—458—326—5—459-0085—0r—Ss—456-048,—history—of—ctains,
29 H-s— - —final disciplinary action
30| reported pursuant to s. 456.039(1)(a)8. or s.
31| 456. 0391(1) (a) 8. 7—antd—edicare—or—Medicai-d—sanctioens. The

10
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departnment may by rul e designate additional elenents of core

credenti al s dat a.

(c) "Credential" or "credentialing" neans the process
of assessing and verifying the qualifications of a |icensed
health care practitioner or applicant for licensure as a
health care practitioner.

(d) "Credentials verification organization" neans any
organi zation certified or accredited as a credentials
verification organization

(e) "Departnent" neans the Departnent of Health,

Di vision of Medical Quality Assurance.

(f) "Designated credentials verification organization"
neans the credentials verification organization which is
sel ected by the health care practitioner, if the health care
practitioner chooses to nmake such a designation

(g) "Drug Enforcenent Administration certification"
neans certification issued by the Drug Enforcenent
Adm ni stration for purposes of administration or prescription
of controll ed substances. Submi ssion of such certification
under this section nust include evidence that the
certification is current and nust also include all current
addresses to which the certificate is issued.

(h) "Health care entity" neans:

1. Any health care facility or other health care
organi zation licensed or certified to provide approved nedica
and allied health services in this state;

2. Any entity licensed by the Departnent of I|nsurance
as a prepaid health care plan or health maintenance
organi zation or as an insurer to provide coverage for health
care services through a network of providers, or any simlar

11
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organi zation licensed under chapter 627, chapter 636, chapter
641, or chapter 651; or
3. Any accredited nedical school in this state.

(i) "Health care practitioner" neans any person
licensed, or, for credentialing purposes only, any person
applying for licensure, under chapter 458, chapter 459,
chapter 460, chapter 461, or s. 464.012 or any person |licensed
or applying for licensure under a chapter subsequently made
subject to this section by the departnment with the approval of
t he applicable board, except a person registered or applying
for registration pursuant to s. 458.345 or s. 459.021.

of—nAsti-tution—

(j) &) "National accrediting organi zati on" nmeans an
organi zation that awards accreditation or certification to
hospital s, nmanaged care organi zations, credentials
verification organizations, or other health care
organi zations, including, but not limted to, the Joint
Conmi ssion on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations, the
American Accreditation Heal thCare Commi ssi on/ URAC, and the
National Committee for Quality Assurance

(k) "Primary-source verification" neans verification

of professional qualifications which is based on evidence

obtained directly fromthe issuing source of the applicable
12
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1| qualification or fromany other source that the departnent or
2 | an accrediting body approved by the departnent considers to be
3| aprimary source

4 (1) "Professional training" nmeans any internship,

5| residency, or fellowship relating to the profession for which
6| the health care practitioner is licensed or seeking licensure.
7 (m "Specialty board certification" neans

8| certification in a specialty issued by a specialty board

9| recognized by the board in this state that regul ates the

10 | profession for which the health care practitioner is |licensed
11| or seeking licensure.

12 (3) STANDARDI ZED CREDENTI ALS VERI FI CATI ON PROGRAM - -
13 (a) Every health care practitioner shall

14 1. Report all core credentials data to the departnent
15| which is not already on file with the departnent, either by
16 | designating a credentials verification organization to submt
17 | the data or by subnmitting the data directly.

18 2. Notify the departnent within 45 days of any

19 | corrections, updates, or nodifications to the core credentials
20 | data either through his or her designated credentials

21 | verification organi zation or by subnitting the data directly.
22 | Corrections, updates, and nodifications to the core

23 | credentials data provided the departnent under this section
24 | shall comply with the updating requirenments of s. 456.039(3)
25| or s. 456.0391(3) related to profiling.

26 (b) The departnent shall:

27 1. Miintain a conplete, current file of applicable

28 | core credentials data on each health care practitioner, which
29 | shall include data provided in accordance w th subparagraph
30 |(a)l. and all updates provided in accordance w th subparagraph
31| (a)2.

13
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2. Release the core credentials data that is otherw se
confidential or exenpt fromthe provisions of chapter 119 and
s. 24(a), Art. | of the State Constitution and any
corrections, updates, and nodifications thereto, if authorized
by the health care practitioner

3. Charge a fee to access the core credentials data,
whi ch may not exceed the actual cost, including prorated setup
and operating costs, pursuant to the requirenents of chapter
1109.

4. Devel op standardi zed forns to be used by the health
care practitioner or designated credentials verification
organi zation for the initial reporting of core credentials
data, for the health care practitioner to authorize the
rel ease of core credentials data, and for the subsequent
reporting of corrections, updates, and nodifications thereto.

(c) A registered credentials verification organization
may be designated by a health care practitioner to assist the
health care practitioner to conply with the requirenents of
subparagraph (a)2. A designated credentials verification
organi zation shall:

1. Tinely conply with the requirenents of subparagraph
(a)2., pursuant to rul es adopted by the departnent.

2. Not provide the health care practitioner's core
credentials data, including all corrections, updates, and
nodi fications, wi thout the authorization of the practitioner

(d) This section shall not be construed to restrict in
any way the authority of the health care entity to credenti al
and to approve or deny an application for hospital staff
nmenbership, clinical privileges, or managed care network
partici pation.

(4) DUPLI CATI ON OF DATA PRCH BI TED. - -

14
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1 (a) A health care entity or credentials verification
2 | organi zation is prohibited fromcollecting or attenpting to
3| collect duplicate core credentials data fromany health care
4 | practitioner if the information is available fromthe

5| departnent. This section shall not be construed to restrict
6| the right of any health care entity or credentials

7| verification organization to collect additional information
8| fromthe health care practitioner which is not included in the
9| core credentials data file. This section shall not be

10| construed to prohibit a health care entity or credentials

11 | verification organi zation fromobtaining all necessary

12 | attestation and rel ease form si gnatures and dat es.

13 (b) Effective July 1, 2002, a state agency in this
14 | state which credentials health care practitioners nmay not

15 ] collect or attenpt to collect duplicate core credentials data
16 | from any individual health care practitioner if the

17 | information is already available fromthe departnent. This
18 | section shall not be construed to restrict the right of any
19 | such state agency to request additional information not
20| included in the core credential s eredential data file, but
21 | which is deened necessary for the agency's specific
22 | credentialing purposes.
23 (5) STANDARDS AND REQ STRATI ON. - - Any credential s
24 | verification organization that does business in this state
25| nmust be fully accredited or certified as a credentials
26 | verification organi zation by a national accrediting
27 | organi zation as specified in paragraph (2)(a) and nust
28 | register with the departnent. The departnment nay charge a
29 | reasonabl e registration fee, not to exceed an anount
30| sufficient to cover its actual expenses in providing and
31| enforcing such registration. The departnent shall establish by

15
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rule for biennial renewal of such registration. Failure by a
regi stered credentials verification organization to naintain
full accreditation or certification, to provide data as
aut hori zed by the health care practitioner, to report to the
departnment changes, updates, and nodifications to a health
care practitioner's records within the tine period specified
i n subparagraph (3)(a)2., or to conply with the prohibition
agai nst collection of duplicate core credentials data froma
practitioner may result in denial of an application for
renewal of registration or in revocation or suspension of a
regi stration.

(6) PRI MARY- SOURCE VERI FI ED DATA. --Healthcare entities
and credentials verification organi zations nay rely upon any

data that has been prinary-source verified by the departnent

or its designee to neet prinmary-source verification

requi renents of national accrediting organizations.
(7)6)r LIABILITY.--No civil, crimnal, or
admi ni strative action nay be instituted, and there shall be no

liability, against any registered credentials verification
organi zation or health care entity on account of its reliance
on any data obtained directly fromthe departnent.

(8) 7 LIABILITY | NSURANCE REQUI REMENTS. - - Each
credentials verification organization doing business in this
state shall maintain liability insurance appropriate to neet
the certification or accreditation requirenents established in
this section.

(9) £8) RULES. --The departnment shall adopt rules
necessary to devel op and inplenent the standardi zed core
credentials data collection program established by this
secti on.

16
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1 Section 6. Subsections (1) and (2) of section 464. 008,
2| Florida Statutes, are anended to read

3 464. 008 Licensure by exam nation. --

4 (1) Any person desiring to be |icensed as a registered
5] nurse or licensed practical nurse shall apply to the

6 | departnent to take the |icensure exam nation. The departnent
7 | shall exam ne each applicant who:

8 (a) Has conpleted the application formand renitted a
9| fee set by the board not to exceed $150 and has renmtted an
10 | examination fee set by the board not to exceed $75 plus the
11 | actual per applicant cost to the departnent for purchase of

12 | the exam nation fromthe National Council of State Boards of
13| Nursing or a simlar national organization

14 (b) Has provided sufficient information on or after

15| Cctober 1, 1989, which nust be subnmitted by the departnent for
16 | a statewide crimnal records correspondence check through the
17 | Departnent of Law Enforcenent.

18 (c) |Is in good nental and physical health, is a

19 | reci pient of a high school diploma or the equival ent, and has
20| conpl eted the requirenents for graduation from an approved
21| program or its equivalent as deternined by the board,for the
22 | preparation of registered nurses or licensed practical nurses,
23 | whi chever is applicable. Courses successfully conpleted in a
24 | professional nursing programwhich are at |east equivalent to
25| a practical nursing programnmy be used to satisfy the
26 | education requirenents for licensure as a licensed practica
27 | nurse.
28 (d) Has the ability to comrunicate in the English
29 | | anguage, which nay be determ ned by an exanination given by
30 | the departnent.
31
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(2) Each applicant who passes the exanination and
provi des proof of neeting the educational requirenents
specified in subsection (1) gratuatien—froman—approved
ade-sing—progrtam shal |, unl ess deni ed pursuant to s. 464. 018,

be entitled to licensure as a registered professional nurse or
a licensed practical nurse, whichever is applicable.

Section 7. Section 464.009, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

464. 009 Licensure by endorsenent. --

(1) The departnent shall issue the appropriate |license
by endorsenent to practice professional or practical nursing
to an applicant who, upon applying to the departnent and
remitting a fee set by the board not to exceed $100,
denonstrates to the board that he or she:

(a) Holds a valid license to practice professional or
practical nursing in another state of the United States,
provi ded that, when the applicant secured his or her origina
license, the requirenents for licensure were substantially
equi valent to or nore stringent than those existing in Florida
at that tine; or

(b) Meets the qualifications for licensure in s.

464. 008 and has successfully conpleted a state, regional, or
nati onal exanination which is substantially equivalent to or
nore stringent than the exanination given by the departnent.

(2) Such examinations and requirenents from ot her
states shall be presuned to be substantially equivalent to or
nore stringent than those in this state. Such presunption
shall not arise until January 1, 1980. However, the board may,
by rule, specify states the exaninations and requirenents of
whi ch shall not be presuned to be substantially equivalent to
those of this state.

18
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(3) The applicant nust subnmit to the departnent a set

of fingerprints on a formand in accordance with procedures

specified by the departnent, together with a paynent in an

anmount equal to the costs incurred by the Departnent of Health

for the crimnal background check of the applicant. The

Departnent of Health shall subnit the fingerprints provided by

the applicant to the Florida Departnent of Law Enforcenent for

a statewide crimnal history check, and the Florida Departnent

of Law Enforcenent shall forward the fingerprints to the

Federal Bureau of Investigation for a national crimna

hi story check of the applicant. The Departnent of Health shal

review the results of the crimnal history check, shall issue

a license to an applicant who has net all of the other

requirenents for licensure and has no crimnal history, and

shall refer all applicants who have crinmnal histories back to

the board for a determ nation as to whether a |icense shoul d

be i ssued and, if so, under what conditions.

(4) 3y The departnent shall not issue a |license by
endorsenent to any applicant who is under investigation in
another state for an act which would constitute a violation of
this part or chapter 456 until such tine as the investigation

is conplete, at which tine the provisions of s. 464.018 shal

apply.
(5) The departnent shall develop an electronic

applicant notification process, shall provide electronic

notification when the application has been recei ved and when

background screeni ngs have been conpleted, and shall issue a

license within 30 days after the conpletion of all required

data collection and verification. This 30-day period for

issuing a license shall be tolled if the applicant nust appear

before the board due to infornmation provided on the
19
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application or obtained through screening and data collection

and verification procedures.
Section 8. Subsection (1) of section 464.0205, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

464. 0205 Retired volunteer nurse certificate.--

(1) Any retired practical or registered nurse desiring
to serve indigent, underserved, or critical need popul ations
inthis state may apply to the departnent for a retired
vol unteer nurse certificate by providing:

(a) A conplete application.

tb—An—appH-—cation—and—processingfee—-of—$25-

(b)te)y Verification that the applicant had been
licensed to practice nursing in any jurisdiction in the United
States for at least 10 years, had retired or plans to retire,
intends to practice nursing only pursuant to the limtations
provided by the retired volunteer nurse certificate, and has
not conmitted any act that would constitute a violation under
s. 464.018(1).

(c) td)y Proof that the applicant nmeets the requirenents
for licensure under s. 464.008 or s. 464.009.

Section 9. This act shall take effect July 1, 2001.

20
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3 Transfers the Nursing Student Loan Forgi veness Program
fromthe Departnent of Education to theé Departnent of

4 Heal th. Includes public schools, famly ﬂractlce t eachi ng
hospitals, and specialty hospitals for children as

5 facilities eligible under the program  Exenpts such
facilities fromthe fund-matching requirenents of the

6 Progran1 Transfers the nursing scholarship program from

he Departnment of Education t0 the Departnent of Health

7 Provi des requirenments under the program for students
seeking to qualify for a nursing faculty position and to

8 receive credit for work in such™a position. |ncludes
nursi ng hones, hospitals, public schools, colleges of

9 nursln?, and community col | ege nursing grograns as
acilities eligible under the program Transfers the

10 powers, duties, functions, rules, "records, personnel
Property, and appropriations and other funds relating to

11 he NUFSInﬂ St udent  Loan Forglveness Program and t he
nursi ng schol arship program fromthe Departnent of.

12 Education to the Departinent of Health, ants nursing
students priority in receiving a Florida Brlght Fut ures

13 Schol arshi p. Revises duties of the Departnent of Health
relating to file nmaintenance. Provides that )

14 primary-source data verified by the departnent or its
desi gnee may be relied upon for accreditation purposes.

15 Revi Ses education requirenents for licensure b ]
exam nation as a registered nurse or licensed practica

16 nurse. Revises requirenents for |icensure by endorsenent
to practice professional or practical nursinhg. Requires

17 t he subm ssion of fingerprints for a crimnal-history.
check and a fee to cover the costs of the check. Provides

18 for an electronic applicant-notification process. Del etes
t he application and proceSS|n?_fee for applicants for a

19 retired volunteer nurse certificate.
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