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Florida Senate - 2001 SB 2194

By Senators er, Dawson, Lawson, M| ler, Rossin, Wassernan
Schul'tz, Canpbell and Kiein

41-1132-01
Abill to be entitled

An act relating to elections; providing
| egislative findings; requiring supervisors of
el ections to conduct voter-education projects;
requiring reports to the Division of Elections;
prescribing duties of the division; providing
an appropriation; prescribing duties of the
State Board of Education with respect to civic
and voter education; providing an effective
dat e.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. The Legislature finds that the integrity

and accuracy of the electoral process will be enhanced as a

result of increases in the know edge of and sophistication in

that process by the electors of this state. In order to

facilitate the infornmed participation by voters in this state:

(1) The supervisor of elections in each county shal

conduct a voter-education program before the 2002 CGenera

El ecti on and, by conparing the percentage of nisvoted ballots

in the 2000 General Election to the percentage of nisvoted

ballots in the 2002 General Election, determ ne the

ef fectiveness of the voter-education program The supervisors

shall report to the Division of Elections, describing the

prograns and listing the respective percentages and the

division shall determne the relative effecti veness of

vot er - educati on prograns county-by-county. The division shal

report the results of this determination to the Legislature no

| ater than February 1, 2003, and shall include with its report
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any recommendations for statutory, statew de inplenentation of

the nost effective prograns.

(2) The sumof ..... is appropriated fromthe Genera

Revenue Fund to the Division of Elections for the purpose of

nmaki ng grants to supervisors of elections during the 2001-2002

fiscal year to fund voter-education prograns. The distribution

of such funds shall be nade per capita anong the counties

based on actual voter registration and not per capita based on

each county's share of the total nunber of voters

participating in the 2000 General El ection

(3) The State Board of Education shall adopt rules for

expandi ng quality civic education prograns in high schools in

the state. The expansi on nmust contain voter-education

prograns, including basic instruction in voter skills. The

supervi sor of elections in each county shall cooperate with

the county school board in conducting and i npl enenti ng

vot er - education prograns provided for in this subsection, but

a voter-education under this subsection is in addition to, and

not in lieu of, a programrequired under subsection (1).
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2001.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Requi res supervisors of elections to conduct
voter-education prograns and to report_the results of
such prograns, repréesented b% a conparison of msvoted
ballots in the 2000 General El ection versus the 2002
Ceneral Electiaon. ApBroprlates noneys to the Division of
El ections for distribution to counties to fund voter
education, Requires the State Board of Education to

i nprove civic education, with enphasis on voter
education, in high schools.
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