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Florida Senate - 2001 (NP) SR 2372

By Senators Hol zendorf, Lawson, Dawson, MIler, Jones and Meek

2-1928-01
Senate Resolution No.
A resol ution expressing regret at the death of
Dougl as Lee "Tint Janerson, forner State
Representative, Comn ssioner of Education, and
Secretary of Labor and Enpl oynent Security.

WHEREAS, the Florida Senate, with deep regret, has
| earned of the death of fornmer Representative Douglas Lee
Janer son, and

WHEREAS, Representative Janerson served with
distinction in the Florida House of Representatives from 1982
until 1993 and later held the offices of Comm ssioner of
Education and Secretary of the Departnent of Labor and
Enpl oynent Security, and

WHEREAS, it is fitting that the Florida Senate
commenorate the passing of an individual who served his
district and the State of Florida so adnmirably, NOW
THEREFORE,

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida:

That the Florida Senate does pause in its deliberations
to pay its respects to the late Douglas Lee "Tint Janerson
former State Representative, Commissioner of Education, and
Secretary of the Departnent of Labor and Enpl oynent Security
and that the Florida Senate in session assenbl ed does record
this testinonial of esteem and bereavenent:

I N MEMORI AM
DOUGLAS LEE JAMERSON

Dougl as Lee "Tind Jamerson was born COctober 16, 1947,

in St. Petersburg, Florida. He grew up in the poor St
1
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Pet er sbur g nei ghbor hoods, attended Bi shop Barry H gh School
(now St. Petersburg Catholic), and graduated from St.
Pet er sburg Juni or Col |l ege, the University of South Florida,
and the St. Petersburg Police Acadeny. After his honorable
di scharge fromthe United States Air Force, at the rank of
Staff Sergeant, he was enployed for many years in the Pinellas
County school system Beginning in 1982, M. Janerson served
5-1/2 ternms in the House of Representatives. Subsequently,
Governor Lawton Chil es appointed him state Conm ssioner of
Education, and, in 1995, Governor Chiles made him Secretary of
Labor. M. Janerson achi eved many nmarvel ous feats in his
hi gh-1evel state positions, including designing and
i mpl erenting the systemthat allowed fornmer welfare recipients
to becone enpl oyed, re-engineering the unenpl oynent-tax design
systemfor the state, establishing the state's di stance
| earni ng project, and securing funds for the Safe Schoo
Program In addition to his many professional achievenents, he
remai ned intensely interested in the welfare of his honet own,
as evidenced by his personally intervening to defuse raci al
tensions in St. Petersburg in 1996. During that tinme, Doug
Jarer son wal ked the streets of his city and cal ned angry
crowds through his persuasiveness. Although, to the end of his
life, Douglas Janerson spoke of his next anticipated politica
nove; gave public speeches; and, several tines a nonth,
visited the poor St. Petersburg nei ghborhoods where he grew
up, he nevertheless bravely withheld news of his illness from
virtually everyone who knew him On April 21, the cancer that
he had fought for several years clained his life at the age of
53, leaving as his closest survivors: his wife, Leatha Young
Janerson; his son, Cedric Al exander Janerson; his nother and
stepfather, Neva J. and Rue MG IIl; his sisters, Terecina Rice
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1| and Donna Janerson; and his brother, M chael Janerson. Many
2 | who served with him praised his acconplishnents and nour ned
3| his unfulfilled pronise, including Representative Frank

4 | Peterman, who said: "For ne, Doug Jamerson was the

5] quintessential politician and statesnman. And he was the

6| ultimte African-Anerican governnent official from St.

7 | Petersburg, and also probably the state of Florida. He

8| represented all that is right in public service." Fornmer St
9 | Petersburg Mayor David Fischer declared: "He's certainly one
10| of the political pioneers of the African-Anerican conmunity. |
11 | never heard an unki nd statenent about himor his work. There
12 | was not hing but respect." By these and nmany ot her associ ates
13| and friends, as well as his beloved fanily, Tim Janerson wll
14 | be sorely m ssed.

15 BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat a copy of this resolution
16 | signed by the President of the Senate, be transmitted to Ms.
17 | Leat ha Janerson, w dow of Dougl as Janerson, as a tangible

18 | token of the sentinents expressed herein and a |l asting synbo
19 | of the respect of the nenbers of the Florida Senate.

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

3
CODING:WOrds st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




