Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HB 253
By Representative Prieguez

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to student financial aid;

3 anendi ng ss. 240. 404, 240.4095, 240.4097, and

4 240. 605, F.S.; authorizing state financial aid

5 for students attending private, independent,

6 nonprofit institutions that neet specified

7 licensing and accrediting requirenents;

8 anmendi ng s. 240.4125, F.S.; clarifying a cross

9 reference relating to eligibility for the Mary

10 McLeod Bet hune Schol arship Program providing

11 an effective date.

12

13| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

14

15 Section 1. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section
16 | 240. 404, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

17 240. 404 Ceneral requirenents for student eligibility
18 | for state financial aid.--

19 (1)(a) The general requirenents for eligibility of
20 | students for state financial aid awards consist of the
21| follow ng
22 1. Achievenent of the academnic requirenents of and
23 | acceptance at a state university or community coll ege; a
24 | nursing di ploma school approved by the Florida Board of
25| Nursing; a Florida college, university, or conmunity coll ege
26 | which is accredited by a nenber of the Conmi ssion on
27 | Recognition of Postsecondary Accreditation; any Florida
28 | institution the credits of which are acceptable for transfer
29| to state universities; any area technical center; e+ any
30| private vocational-technical institution accredited by a
31 | menber of the Conmission on Recognition of Postsecondary
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Accreditation; or a private, independent, nonprofit

institution that has been licensed by the State of Florida for

at least 5 years and licensed and chartered as a nonprofit

institution by its donestic state or the Internal Revenue

Service for at least 10 years and is accredited by either the

Sout hern Associ ation of Coll eges and Schools, the Mddle

States Association of Colleges and School s, the Northwest
Associ ation of Colleges and Schools, the North Centra
Associ ation of Colleges and Schools, the New Engl and

Associ ation of Coll eges and Schools, or the Wstern

Associ ation of Coll eges and School s.

2. Residency in this state for no less than 1 year
preceding the award of aid for a program established pursuant
to s. 240.409, s. 240.4095, s. 240.4097, s. 240.412, s.

240. 4125, s. 240.413, s. 240.4987, s. 240.605, or s. 240.606.
Residency in this state nust be for purposes other than to
obtai n an education. Resident status for purposes of receiving
state financial aid awards shall be determined in the sane
manner as resident status for tuition purposes pursuant to s.
240.1201 and rules of the State Board of Education

3. Submission of certification attesting to the
accuracy, conpleteness, and correctness of information
provided to denpnstrate a student's eligibility to receive
state financial aid awards. Fal sification of such information
shall result in the denial of any pending application and
revocation of any award currently held to the extent that no
further paynents shall be nade. Additionally, students who
knowi ngly nake fal se statenents in order to receive state
financial aid awards shall be guilty of a m sdeneanor of the
second degree subject to the provisions of s. 837.06 and shal
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be required to return all state financial aid awards
wrongful | y obt ai ned.

Section 2. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section
240.4095, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

240.4095 Florida Private Student Assistance G ant
Program eligibility for grants.--

(2)(a) Florida private student assistance grants from
the State Student Financial Assistance Trust Fund may be nade
only to full-time degree-seeking students who neet the genera
requi rements for student eligibility as provided in s.

240. 404, except as otherwi se provided in this section. Such
grants shall be awarded for the amount of denonstrated unnet
need for tuition and fees and may not exceed an anmount equa
to the average matriculation and other registration fees for
30 credit hours at state universities plus $1,000 per academ c
year, or as specified in the General Appropriations Act, to
any applicant. A denonstrated unnet need of |ess than $200
shall render the applicant ineligible for a Florida private
student assistance grant. Recipients of such grants nust have
been accepted at:

1. A baccal aur eat e- degree-granting i ndependent
nonprofit college or university, which is accredited by the
Conmmi ssion on Coll eges of the Southern Association of Colleges
and Schools and which is located in and chartered as a
domestic corporation by the state; or

2. A private, independent, nonprofit institution that

has been licensed by the State of Florida for at |east 5 years

and licensed and chartered as a nonprofit institution by its

donestic state or the Internal Revenue Service for at |east 10

years and is accredited by either the Southern Association of

Col | eges and Schools, the Mddle States Association of
3
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Col | eges and Schools, the Northwest Association of Coll eges
and Schools, the North Central Association of Colleges and
School s, the New Engl and Associ ati on of Coll eges and School s

or the Western Associ ation of Coll eges and School s.

No student may receive an award for nore than the equival ent
of 9 senesters or 14 quarters of full-tinme enroll nent, except
as otherwi se provided in s. 240.404(3).

Section 3. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section
240.4097, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

240. 4097 Florida Postsecondary Student Assistance
Grant Program eligibility for grants.--

(2)(a) Florida postsecondary student assistance grants
t hrough the State Student Financial Assistance Trust Fund nay
be made only to full-tine degree-seeking students who neet the
general requirenments for student eligibility as provided in s.
240. 404, except as otherwise provided in this section. Such
grants shall be awarded for the amount of denonstrated unnet
need for tuition and fees and may not exceed an anmount equa
to the average prior acadenm c year cost of matricul ati on and
other registration fees for 30 credit hours at state
uni versities plus $1, 000 per acadenic year, or as specified in
the General Appropriations Act, to any applicant. A
denmonstrated unnmet need of |ess than $200 shall render the
applicant ineligible for a Florida postsecondary student
assi stance grant. Recipients of such grants nust have been
accepted at:

1. A postsecondary institution that is located in the
state and that is:

a.*- A private nursing di pl ona school approved by the
Fl ori da Board of Nursing; or
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b.2- An institution either licensed by the State Board
of Independent Colleges and Universities or exenpt from
|icensure pursuant to s. 246.085(1)(a), excluding those
institutions the students of which are eligible to receive a
Florida private student assistance grant pursuant to s.

240. 4095; or+—

2. A private, independent, nonprofit institution that

has been licensed by the State of Florida for at |east 5 years

and |licensed and chartered as a nonprofit institution by its

donestic state or the Internal Revenue Service for at |east 10

years and is accredited by either the Southern Association of

Col | eges and Schools, the Mddle States Association of

Col | eges and Schools, the Northwest Association of Coll eges
and Schools, the North Central Association of Colleges and
School s, the New Engl and Associ ati on of Coll eges and School s

or the Western Associ ation of Coll eges and School s.

No student may receive an award for nore than the equival ent
of 9 senesters or 14 quarters of full-tinme enroll nent, except
as otherwi se provided in s. 240.404(3).

Section 4. Subsection (3) of section 240.605, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

240.605 The Wlliam L. Boyd, IV, Florida resident
access grants. --

(3) The departnent shall issue through the programa
WlliamL. Boyd, IV, Florida resident access grant to any
full-tinme degree-seeking undergraduate student registered at:

(a) An independent nonprofit college or university
which is located in and chartered by the state; which is
accredited by the Conmi ssion on Colleges of the Southern
Associ ation of Colleges and School s; which grants
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1| baccal aureate degrees; which is not a state university or

2| state community coll ege; and which has a secul ar purpose, so

3| long as the receipt of state aid by students at the

4] institution would not have the prinmary effect of advancing or
5] inpeding religion or result in an excessive entangl enent

6 | between the state and any religious sect; or=—

7 (b) A private, independent, nonprofit institution that
8 | has been licensed by the State of Florida for at least 5 years
9] and licensed and chartered as a nonprofit institution by its
10 | donestic state or the Internal Revenue Service for at least 10
11| years and is accredited by either the Southern Association of
12 | Col |l eges and Schools, the Mddle States Association of

13 | Col |l eges and School s, the Northwest Association of Colleges

14 | and Schools, the North Central Association of Colleges and

15| Schools, the New Engl and Associ ation of Coll eges and School s
16 | or the Western Association of Coll eges and School s.

17

18 | Any independent college or university that was eligible to

19 | receive tuition vouchers on January 1, 1989, and which

20| continues to neet the criteria under which its eligibility was
21 | established, shall remain eligible to receive WlliamL. Boyd,
22|11V, Florida resident access grant paynents.

23 Section 5. Paragraph (a) of subsection (5) of section
24 | 240. 4125, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

25 240. 4125 Mary McLeod Bet hune Schol arship Program - -

26 (5)(a) In order to be eligible to receive a

27 | schol arship pursuant to this section, an applicant nust:

28 1. Meet the general eligibility requirenents set forth
29 |1 in s. 240.404, except as otherwi se provided in this section

30 2. Be a resident for tuition purposes pursuant to s.
31 | 240. 1201.
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3. Be accepted at Florida Agricultural and Mechani ca
Uni versity, Bethune-Cookman Col | ege, Edward Waters Col |l ege, or
Fl orida Menorial College.

4. Enroll as a full-tinme undergraduate student.

5. Earn a 3.0 grade point average on a 4.0 scale, or
t he equivalent, for high school subjects creditable toward a
di pl ona.

Section 6. This act shall take effect July 1, 2001.
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Aut horizes state financial aid for students attending
private, independent, nonprofit institutions that neéet
specified licensing and accrediting requirenents.
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