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Florida Senate - 2001 SB 270

By Senator Silver

38-336-01
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to public records; exenpting
frompublic records disclosure the results of
DNA testing and anal ysis of bl ood sanpl es
provi ded by persons arrested for felonies;
prescribing entities to whomresults nay be
di scl osed; providing for destruction of such
records in specified circunstances; providing
for future legislative review and repeal
providing a finding of public necessity;
providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. The results of a DNA anal ysis perforned

pursuant to section 943.3255, Florida Statutes, and the

conpari son of analytic results may be released only to | aw

enforcenent agencies, to crimnal justice agencies as defined

in section 943.045, Florida Statutes, and to the attorney of

the person tested. Otherwi se, such information is confidenti al

and exenpt fromthe provisions of section 119.07(1), Florida
Statutes, and section 24(a), Article | of the State
Constitution. If the person tested is not convicted of the

of fense for which he or she was arrested or of another felony

arising fromthe sane crininal episode, all results of the DNA

anal ysis shall be destroyed. This section is subject to the

Open Governnment Sunset Review Act of 1995 in accordance with

section 119.15, Florida Statutes, and shall stand repeal ed on

Cct ober 2, 2006, unless reviewed and saved from repeal through

reenact ment by the Legi sl ature.
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Section 2. The Legislature finds that exenpting from

the public records law the results of a DNA anal ysis and any

conpari son of the analytic results is a public necessity in

that the harm of rel easing such information outwei ghs any

public benefit derived fromrel easing such i nformation

Uncontroll ed di ssem nation of the results could result in

unscientific or unscrupul ous "matches" which could be used to

chal | enge or confuse investigative or judicial findings, thus

hi ndering the effective and efficient adnministration of the

Departnent of Law Enforcenent in conpleting crimna

i nvestigations. Further, destruction of such records in cases

in which there is no felony conviction protects the privacy of

persons not so convicted. In addition, renoval of the

protection afforded this information could jeopardize the

departnent's access to the national DNA anal ysis dat abase,

thus hindering the effective and efficient adnministration of

future investigations.
Section 3. This act shall take effect October 1, 2001
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SENATE SUMVARY

Exenpts the results of DNA tests and test anal yses from
bl ood sanpl es provi ded by persons arrested for”felonies
frompublic records disclosure. Requires the destruction
of test results when a person tested is not convicted of
the felony for which he or she was arrested or of another
felony arising fromthe sane crinnal episode
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