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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HB 279

By Representatives Lynn, Atwater, Mirnan, WI son and
Mayfield

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to teacher death benefits;
creating the "Barry Grunow Act"; creating s.
112. 1915, F. S.; providing definitions;
provi di ng death benefits with respect to
teachers killed in the line of duty; providing
for paynent of certain health insurance
prem uns; providing for rules; providing for
the wai ver of certain educational expenses for
children of certain deceased teachers;
providing for rules; providing an effective
dat e.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Short title.--This act nay be cited as the

"Barry Grunow Act."

Section 2. Section 112.1915, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

112. 1915 Teachers; death benefits.--Any other
provision of lawto the contrary notw t hstandi ng:

(1) As used in this section, the term

(a) "Enployer" neans the school board.

(b) "Teacher" neans any instructional staff person as
defined in s. 228.041(9)(a)-(d).
(c) "lnsurance" neans insurance procured froma stock

conpany or mutual conpany or association or exchange

aut hori zed to do business as an insurer in this state.

(2)(a) |If a teacher, while engaged in the performance

of teaching duties, is killed or dies in the line of duty, the

sum of $75,000 shall be paid as provided in this section
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(b) The paynent described in paragraph (a), whether

secured by insurance or not, shall be nade to the beneficiary

desi ghated by such teacher in witing, signed by the teacher

and delivered to the enployer during the teacher's lifetine.

If no such designation is nade, paynent shall be nade to the

teacher's surviving child or children and spouse in equa

portions, or if there is no surviving child or spouse, to the

teacher's parent or parents. |If a beneficiary is not

designated and there is no surviving child, spouse, or parent,

payrment shall be nmade to the teacher's estate.

(c) The paynent described in paragraph (a) shall be in

addition to any workers' conpensation or pension benefits and

shall be exenpt fromthe clains and demands of creditors of

such teacher.

(d) If ateacher is killed in the line of duty as a

result of an act of violence inflicted by another person while

the teacher is engaged in the performance of teaching duties,

the sum of $1,000 shall be paid, as provided for in paragraph

(b), toward the funeral and burial expenses of such teacher

Such benefits are in addition to any other benefits that

enpl oyee beneficiaries and dependents are entitled to under

the provisions of the Wirkers' Conpensati on Law or any ot her

state or federal statutes.

(e) Any school board in the state that enploys a

teacher who is killed in the line of duty on or after May 26,

2000, as a result of an act of violence inflicted by another

person while the teacher is engaged in the perfornmance of

teaching duties shall continue to pay health insurance

premiuns until the end of the current fiscal year or until the

end of the health plan contract for the enpl oyee's surviving

spouse until remarried, and for each dependent child of the
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enpl oyee until the child reaches the age of majority or unti

the end of the calendar year in which the child reaches the

age of 25 if:

1. At the tine of the enployee's death, the child is

dependent upon the enpl oyee for support; and

2. The surviving child continues to be dependent for

support, or the surviving childis a full-tine or part-tine

student and is dependent for support.

(f) After the expiration of the current health plan

the state shall pay the cost of the premiumfor the enpl oyee's

survi vi ng spouse and for each dependent child as defined in

par agraph (e) to be covered under the state health insurance

pl an.
(g) The Board of Education shall adopt rul es necessary

to i npl enment paragraph (a).

(3) If ateacher is killed as specified in paragraph

(2)(a) on or after May 26, 2000, the state shall waive certain

educati onal expenses which children of the deceased teacher

i ncur while obtaining a vocational -technical certificate or an

under gr aduat e educati on. The ampunt wai ved by the state shal

be an anobunt equal to the cost of tuition and matricul ation

and registration fees for a total of 120 credit hours. The

child may attend a state vocational -technical school, a state

community college, or a state university. The child nmay attend

any or all of the institutions specified in this subsecti on,

on either a full-tinme or part-tine basis. The benefits

provi ded under this subsection shall continue to the child
until the child's 25th birthday.
(a) Upon failure of any child benefited by the

provisions of this section to conply with the ordinary and

m ni numrequirenents of the institution attended, both as to
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di sci pline and schol arship, the benefits shall be w thdrawn as

to the child and no further nobneys may be expended for the

child' s benefits so | ong as such failure or delinquency

conti nues.
(b) A student who becones eligible for benefits under

the provisions of this section while enrolled in an

institution nust be in good standing with the institution to

receive the benefits provided herein.

(c) Achild receiving benefits under this section nust

be enrolled according to the customary rul es and requirenents

of the instituti on attended.

(4) The Departnent of Education shall adopt rules and

procedures as are necessary to inplenent the educationa

benefits provisions of this section.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becom ng

| aw.
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HOUSE SUVMMARY
Creates the "Barry G-unow Act" to provide death benefits
Wi th respect to teachers who are killed in the line of
duty. See bill for details.
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