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HOUSE AMENDMENT
Bill No. CS/CS/ HB 303

Arendnment No. 1 (for drafter's use only)

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

ORI G NAL STAMP BELOW

Representative(s) Lacasa offered the foll ow ng:

Substitute Amendment to Amendment (543621)
On page 3, line 17 through page 6, line 15
renove fromthe bill: all of said lines

and insert in lieu thereof:
(c) Opt to request, on an annual basis, a

S CRI1.P.T. grant of $3,000 to assist the parent in paying

for the student's attendance at an eligible private school of

the parent's choi ce.
(5) SCHOOL DI STRI CT OBLI GATI ONS. - -
(a) Each school district shall annually by February

22, for each K-12 student eligible under subsection (4) in a

school that neets the definition of an overcrowded schoo

pursuant to subsection (3), notify the parent that the schoo

is overcrowded and provide the parent with the parental choice

options for the followi ng school year as provided in

subsection (4).
(b) Notification shall be published on the schoo
district web site, in area newspapers, and by witten notice
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sent hone with the student, and nust include a listing of the

public schools, including charter schools, within the district

that do not neet the definition of an overcrowded schoo

pursuant to subsection (3).
(6) PARENT OBLI GATI ONS. - -
(a) The parent shall notify the school district as to

whi ch of the options provided in subsection (4) the parent

wi shes to choose.

1. Failure of the parent to provide notification shal

constitute the choice of the option provided by paragraph

(4)(a).

2. |f the parent chooses the option provided by

par agraph (4)(b), the parent shall informthe school district

by March 31 which public school the parent has sel ected, and

the parent shall agree to provide any necessary transportation

for the student to the selected public school

3. |If the parent chooses the option provided by

par agraph (4)(c), the parent nust:

a. btain acceptance for adm ssion of the student to a

private school eligible under subsection (7) as soon as

possible, and informthe private school that the student will

be using a SCRI.P.T. grant; or, if the parent is unable to

obtai n acceptance for admi ssion or for any reason deci des not

to participate in the program notify the school district as

soon as possible, so that the option in paragraph (4)(c) can

be made avail able to anot her parent.
b. Notify the Departnent of Education by July 1 of the
parent's request for a S CRI.P.T. grant and the nane and

address of the selected private school

c. Agree to provide transportation for the student to

the private school if necessary.
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d. Agree to pay any costs associated with the

student's attendance at the private school that exceed the

annual anmount of the S CRI.P.T. grant.

e. Agree that the education provided by the private

school selected shall satisfy the student's full need for

educati onal services fromthe student's school

(b) After the first year of the student's attending a

private school under the S CRI.P.T. grants program the

parent nust annually notify the Departnent of Education no

later than July 1 if the parent intends to renew the grant

according to the provisions of subsection (9) in order for the

student to continue in the program together with the nane and

address of the private school selected for the student for the

foll owi ng school year.
(7) PRIVATE SCHOOL ELIGBILITY.--Eligibility of a
private school shall be deternined by the parental oversight

and accountability requirenents that, coupled with the

exerci se of parental choice, are reasonably necessary to

secure the educational public purpose. To be eligible to

participate in the S CRI.P.T. grants program a private

school nust be a Florida private school, nay be sectarian or

nonsect ari an, and rmnust:

(a) Denonstrate fiscal soundness by being in operation

for 1 school year or provide the Departnent of Education with

a statenent by a certified public accountant confirm ng that

the private school desiring to participate is insured and the

owner or owners have sufficient capital or credit to operate

the school for the upcom ng year serving the nunber of

students anticipated with expected revenues fromtuition and

ot her sources that may be reasonably expected. In lieu of such

a statenent, a surety bond or letter of credit for the anpunt
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equal to the S CRI.P.T. grants funds for any school year may

be filed with the departnent.
(b) Notify the Departnent of Education and the schoo
district in the service area in which the school is |ocated of

its intent to participate in the programunder this section as

early as possible, but no later than July 1 preceding the

school year in which it intends to participate. The notice

shal | specify the grade | evels and services that the private

school has available for the S CRI1.P.T. grants program

(c) Conply with the antidiscrinination provisions of
42 U.S.C. s. 2000d.
(d) Meet state and local health and safety | aws and

codes.
(e) Conply with all state statutes applicable to the

general regulation of private schools.

(f) If aS CRI.P.T. grant student's parent so

requests, coordinate with the |local school district the

| ocations and tines for the student to take all statew de

assessnents pursuant to s. 229.57.
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