Florida Senate - 2001 SB 352
By Senator M| er

21-311-01
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to the Conmi ssion on Human
3 Rel ati ons; anending s. 110.205, F.S.
4 redefining the term"departnent” to include the
5 conm ssion for personnel purposes; anending s.
6 760.06, F.S.; providing for the acceptance of
7 findings by the Equal Enpl oynent Qpportunity
8 Conmi ssion; providing a process for deternining
9 whether a state license should be revoked or
10 suspended in specified cases; providing an
11 ef fective date.
12
13| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
14
15 Section 1. Subsection (4) of section 110.205, Florida
16 | Statutes, is anended to read:
17 110. 205 Career service; exenptions.--
18 (4) DEFINTION OF DEPARTMENT. - -When used in this
19 | section, the term"departnent" shall nean all departnents and
20 | conmi ssions of the executive branch, whether created by the
21| State Constitution or chapter 20; the office of the Governor
22 | the Conmm ssi on on Human Rel ati ons; and the Public Service
23 | Conmi ssion; however, the term "departnent"” shall nean the
24 | Departnent of Managenent Services when used in the context of
25| the authority to establish salary ranges and benefits.
26 Section 2. Section 760.06, Florida Statutes, is
27 | anended to read:
28 760. 06 Powers of the commission.--Wthin the
29 | limtations provided by |aw, the conmm ssion shall have the
30| followi ng powers:
31 (1) To nmaintain offices in the State of Florida
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(2) To neet and exercise its powers at any place
within the state.

(3) To pronote the creation of, and to provide
continuing technical assistance to, |local comissions on human
relations and to cooperate with individuals and state, |ocal
and ot her agencies, both public and private, including
agenci es of the Federal Governnent and of other states.

(4) To accept gifts, bequests, grants, or other
payments, public or private, to help finance its activities.

(5) To receive, initiate, investigate, seek to
conciliate, hold hearings on, and act upon conplaints all eging
any discrimnatory practice, as defined by the Florida G vil
Ri ghts Act of 1992.

(6) To issue subpoenas for, adninister oaths or
affirmati ons to and conpel the attendance and testinony of
W tnesses or to issue subpoenas for and conpel the production
of books, papers, records, docunents, and ot her evidence
pertaining to any investigation or hearing convened pursuant
to the powers of the comrission. In conducting an
i nvestigation, the commission and its investigators shall have
access at all reasonable tines to prenises, records,
docunents, and ot her evidence or possible sources of evidence
and may exam ne, record, and copy such materials and take and
record the testinobny or statenents of such persons as are
reasonably necessary for the furtherance of the investigation
The authority to i ssue subpoenas and adni ni ster oaths may be
del egated by the commission, for investigations or hearings,
to a conmissioner or the executive director. In the case of a
refusal to obey a subpoena issued to any person, the
conm ssion may rmake application to any circuit court of this
state, which shall have jurisdiction to order the witness to
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appear before the conmission to give testinony and to produce
evi dence concerning the matter in question. Failure to obey
the court's order may be punished by the court as contenpt. If
the court enters an order holding a person in contenpt or
conpel ling the person to conply with the conmission's order or
subpoena, the court shall order the person to pay the

conmi ssi on reasonabl e expenses, including reasonabl e
attorneys' fees, accrued by the comri ssion in obtaining the
order fromthe court.

(7) To reconmend nethods for elinination of
discrimnation and intergroup tensions and to use its best
efforts to secure conpliance with its recommendati ons.

(8) To furnish technical assistance requested by
persons to facilitate progress in human rel ations.

(9) To nmke or arrange for studies appropriate to
ef fectuate the purposes and policies of the Florida G vil
Ri ghts Act of 1992 and to nmake the results thereof avail able
to the public.

(10) To becone a deferral agency for the Federa
Governnment and to conply with the necessary federal
regul ations to effect the Florida Gvil Rights Act of 1992. In
a dual -filed case, final findings by the Equal Enpl oynent

Opportunity Conmm ssion, including those contai ned on EECC Form

161, constitute the findings of the commi ssion unless the

aggri eved person requests a substantial -weight review of the

Equal Enpl oyment Qpportunity Conmmission's findings within 35

days after the deternination or dismn ssal

(11) To render, at |east annually, a conprehensive
witten report to the Governor and the Legislature. The report
may contain recomendati ons of the conmission for |egislation
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or other action to effectuate the purposes and policies of the
Florida Gvil Rights Act of 1992.

(12) To adopt, promul gate, anend, and rescind rules to
ef fectuate the purposes and policies of the Florida G vil
Ri ghts Act of 1992 and govern the proceedi ngs of the
conmi ssion, in accordance with chapter 120.

(13) To receive conplaints and coordi nate al
activities as required by the Wistle-blower's Act pursuant to
ss. 112.3187-112.31895.

(14) To require a person who has been found to be in

violation of this chapter and who is licensed by a state

agency to show cause to the |icensing agency why the |icense

shoul d not be revoked or suspended and to have the |icensing

agency report its findings to the com ssion
Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2001.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Adds the Conm ssion on Human Rel ations to the definition
of "departnment" for purposes of personnel managenent.
Provi des for the acpeptance_of_flndlngs by the”Equal

Enpl oynent Qpportunity Conmission in dual-filed cases.
Provi des a process for determ ning whether a state

| i cense shoul d be revoked or suspénded in specified cases
i nvol ving the Comm ssion of Human Rel ati ons.
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