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Florida Senate - 2001 SB 416
By the Cormittee on Health, Aging and Long-Term Care

317-273-01
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to Medicaid; anending s.
409.904, F.S.; establishing the nedically needy
i ncone level; providing for the annual increase
of the nedically needy incone | evel; anending
s. 409.914, F.S.; anending procedures relating
to the Medicaid buy-in programto provide
nedi cal assistance to a specified category of
i ndividuals; anending criteria of eligibility
for the buy-in program allow ng the Agency for
Health Care Administration to apply for federa
wai vers to ensure that the buy-in program
operates within specified constraints;
providing legislative intent; directing the
agency to seek approval fromthe Health Care
Fi nanci ng Adm nistration of a specified
net hodol ogy for cal cul ati ng nedi cal expenses
under the nedically needy program providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (2) of section 409.904, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

409.904 Optional paynents for eligible persons.--The
agency may nmake paynents for nedical assistance and rel ated
services on behalf of the foll owing persons who are determ ned
to be eligible subject to the incone, assets, and categorica
eligibility tests set forth in federal and state |aw. Paynent
on behal f of these Medicaid eligible persons is subject to the
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1| availability of noneys and any linitations established by the
2 | General Appropriations Act or chapter 216.

3 (2) A famly, a pregnant woman, a child under age 18,
4| a person age 65 or over, or a blind or disabled person who

5| would be eligible under any group listed in s. 409.903(1),

6] (2), or (3), except that the income or assets of such famly
7 | or person exceed established limtations. The nedically needy
8| incone level is 133-1/3 percent of the incone lint used for
9| the persons described in s. 409.903(1).For a fanmly or person
10| in this group, nedical expenses are deductible fromincone in
11 | accordance with federal requirenents in order to nmake a

12 | determination of eligibility. A famly or person in this

13 | group, which group is known as the "nedically needy," is

14 | eligible to receive the sane services as other Medicaid

15| recipients, with the exception of services in skilled nursing
16 | facilities and internmedi ate care facilities for the

17 | devel opnental |y di sabl ed. Annually, beginning July 1, 2002,
18 | the Departnent of Children and Family Services shall increase
19| the nedically needy incone |evel by the anpbunt of the

20 |"consuner price index for all urban consunmers" for that year
21| as published by the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the United
22 | States Departnent of Labor.

23 Section 2. Subsection (2) of section 409.914, Florida
24 | Statutes, is anended to read:

25 409. 914 Assistance for the uninsured.--

26 (2)(a) The agency shall seek—federal——statutoery—or

27 | regutatory—+eforns—to establish a Medicaid buy-in programto
28 | provi de nedi cal assistance to disabled Medicaid recipients

29 | who, after at least 6 nonths of Medicaid eligibility, becone
30 | persons ineligible for Medicaid because of increased eurrent
31| i ncone obtained from gai nful enpl oynent and—ecategoricalt
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buy-in program including, but not linited to, the

determ nation of eligibility and service coverages;

cost -shari ng eest—shartng requirenments; managed-care wanaged

eate provisions; changes needed to the Medicaid progranis

clains processing, utilization control, cost control, case
managenent, and provider enroll nent systens to operate a
buy-in program The agency nmay apply for federal waivers

necessary to ensure that the buy-in programoperates within

exi sting general revenue and is limted to individuals who

woul d ot herwi se remai n unenpl oyed and on Medi cai d.

(b) The agency shall seek federal authorization and

Hranetral—support for a buy-in programthat provides federally
supported nedi cal assi stance coverage foer—persons—wth—nRcores
up—to—250percent—of—thefederal—poverty—t+evel. The agency

shal |l not inplenment the Medicaid buy-in programuntil it has
recei ved necessary federal authorization anrtd—Hnanciral

I

Section 3. It is the intent of the Legislature to

reduce the repetitive nature and conplexity of the application

process for the nedically needy program authori zed under
section 490.904(2), Florida Statutes. The Legislature
therefore directs the Agency for Health Care Adninistration

and the Departnent of Children and Fanm |y Services, by January
1, 2002, to seek fromthe Health Care Financing Adninistration
approval to use a nethodol ogy for cal cul ati ng nedi cal expenses

under the nedically needy programwhich all ows the departnent,

upon certification by a physician that the applicant suffers

froma chronic condition and that the individual's nedica

expenses are likely to renmain constant, to prospectively
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1| assune that the anpunt of the individual's nedical expenses

2| for the subsequent 6 nonths will remain equal to the anpunt of

3 | such expenses for the previous 6 nonths.

4 Section 4. This act shall take effect upon becoming a

5] I aw
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8 SENATE SUMVARY

9 Est abl i shes the nedically needy inconme |evel and provides
for basing an annual increase in that |evel on the

10 federal | y " published consumer price index for all_ urban
consuners. Anmends procedures relating to the Medicaid

11 buy-in_programto provide nedical asSistance to a ]
specifi ed categorx of 1 ndividuals. Arends the criteria of

12 eligibility for the buy-in program Authorizes the Agency
for alth"Care Adm nisStration™to apply for federal .

13 wai vers to ensure_ that the buy-in proPran1operates wi thin
specified constraints. Provides legislative intent to

14 reduce the repetitiveness and conplexity of applying for
t he nedlcaIIY needy program Directs the agency to Seek

15 fromthe Health Care Financing Adm nistration approval to
use a specified nEthOdQIOPY for cal culating nedica

16 expenses under the nedically needy program
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