Florida Senate - 2001 CS for SB 420

By the Cormittee on Health, Aging and Long-Term Care; and
Senators Brown-Waite and Kl ein

317-1532-01

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the pharnacy di scount

3 program anending s. 409.906, F.S.; authorizing

4 as a new optional Mdicaid service the pharnacy

5 di scount program to be adm nistered by the

6 Agency for Health Care Admi nistration

7 directing the Agency for Health Care

8 Administration to seek a federal Medicaid

9 wai ver for the pharnacy di scount program

10 specifying programeligibility and eligibility

11 determ nation; specifying the neans of deriving

12 the subsidy for program participants; providing

13 an effective date.

14

15| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

16

17 Section 1. Subsection (25) is added to section

18 | 409.906, Florida Statutes, to read:

19 409.906 Optional Medicaid services.--Subject to
20 | specific appropriations, the agency may make paynents for
21| services which are optional to the state under Title Xl X of
22 | the Social Security Act and are furnished by Mdicaid
23| providers to recipients who are deternined to be eligible on
24 | the dates on which the services were provided. Any optiona
25| service that is provided shall be provided only when nedically
26 | necessary and in accordance with state and federal |aw.
27 | Nothing in this section shall be construed to prevent or limt
28 | the agency from adj usting fees, rei nbursenent rates, |engths
29 | of stay, nunber of visits, or nunmber of services, or making
30 | any ot her adjustnents necessary to conply with the
31 availability of nobneys and any linitations or directions
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1| provided for in the General Appropriations Act or chapter 216.

2| If necessary to safeguard the state's systems of providing

3| services to elderly and di sabl ed persons and subject to the

4| notice and review provisions of s. 216.177, the Governor nay

5] direct the Agency for Health Care Adnministration to anend the

6 | Medicaid state plan to delete the optional Medicaid service

7| known as "Internediate Care Facilities for the Devel opnentally

8 | Disabled." Optional services may include:

9 (25) PHARMACY DI SCOUNT PROGRAM - - Subject to specific
10 | federal authorization, the agency shall adm nister a program
11| to provide subsidized discounts for Medi care-covered and
12 | uninsured individuals, for the purchase of prescribed drugs
13 | pursuant to the terns of a federal waiver for such services.
14 | The program shall serve to provide a subsidy to those who
15 | purchase prescription drugs via the program and shall not
16 | create an entitlenent.

17 Section 2. The Agency for Health Care Adninistration
18 | shall subnit to the federal Health Care Fi nancing

19 | Adninistration a request for a service coverage waiver

20 | specific to a pharnmacy di scount program for those residents of
21| this state age 65 and over who are eligible for Medicare and
22 | who have incomes up to 300 percent of the federal poverty

23| l evel who do not have a health insurance programthat includes
24 | a prescription drug benefit, or any separate prescription drug
25| benefit. The Departnent of Children and Fanmily Services shal
26 | determine eligibility for the pharmacy di scount program

27 | Individuals in this expanded coverage group shall receive a

28 | financial subsidy for prescription drugs equal to the average
29 | rebate, and any supplenental rebate, paid to the Medicaid

30 | program by pharmaceuti cal manufacturers.

31 Section 3. This act shall take effect October 1, 2001
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STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N

COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate Bill 420

The bill no | onger establishes a nedication purchasing
cooperative admnistered by the A ?enc¥ for Health Care
Adm nistration. The bill creates the harnac D scount o
Program a new optional Medicaid service, subject to specific
federal authorization, Under the rogran1 eli |bIe i ndi vi dual s
wi Il receive a financial subsidy for prescripfion drugs equal
to the average rebate and any supPIenentaI rebate Eal to the
Medi cai d program by pharnaceutlc manuf acturers. Eligibility
for the progframis extended to Medicare beneficiaries and
uni nsured pérsons who are FIorlda residents age 65 and over
and who have incomes up to ercent of the federal ﬂoverty

| evel and who do not have a heaPth i nsurance program:t
i ncl udes a prescrlgtlon drug benefit or any separate
prescription drug benefit.

The Agency for Health Care Adm nistration nust submt a
request to the federal Health Care Fina nC|nﬂ Adnlnlstratlon
for a service coverage waiver Pe0|f|c to e pharnmac
di scount program Theé Departnen f Children and Famly
Services nust determne eI|g|b| ty for the pharnmacy di scount
program
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