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HB 421, First Engrossed/ntc

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to nental health; directing the
Departnent of Children and Family Services to
devel op and inplenment a pilot project to
provide client-directed and choi ce-based nent al
health treatnent and support services to
certain adults; requiring an i ndependent
eval uation; providing evaluation criteria;
requiring reports; providing an appropriation
providing for expiration; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. (1) The Departnent of Children and Fanily
Services shall develop a client-directed and choi ce-based

pilot project in district 4 to provide nental health treatnent

and support services to adults who have a serious nenta

illness. The project shall test a paynent nodel in which each

client controls the noney that is available for that client's

nental health treatnent and support services. The project

shal |l be eval uated by an i ndependent entity whose eval uati on

nmust i nclude an assessnent of:

(a) The criteria for selecting adult nental health

clients with serious nental illness eligible for participation

in the project.

(b) The duties and responsibilities of the care

coor di nat or .

(c) The accessibility and quality of services provided

under the project by avail able conmunity-based providers
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selected by the client, conpared to those services that are

avail abl e without the project.

(d) The input by the clients in the devel opnent of

treatnent plans conpared to other clients not participating in

the project.

(e) The achi evenent of individual treatnent goals or

out cone neasures established for each client participating in

the project conpared to other nental health clients.

(f) Any denonstrated i nprovenents or cost savings in

the delivery of community-based nental health treatnent and

support services, including an expl anation of the anal yses

used in deternining cost savings.

(g) Al nonitoring and oversi ght conducted by the

Departnent of Children and Fami |y Services or the Agency for
Heal th Care Administration.
(h) Any existing or appointed | ocal advisory group

assisting in the design and i npl enentation of the project.

(2) The Departnent of Children and Fanmily Services

shal|l submit a report concerning the progress of the project

to the appropriate legislative committees by Decenber 1, 2002,
and Decenber 1, 2003.

(3) This section expires July 1, 2004.

Section 2. The sum of $470,000 is appropriated for
Fi scal Year 2001-2002 fromthe Al cohol, Drug Abuse and Ment al
Health Trust Fund in the Departnent of Children and Fanmily
Services for the purpose of inplenenting this act.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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