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Florida Senate - 2001 SB 432

By the Committee on Conprehensive Planning, Local and Mlitary
Affairs

316-371-01

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to grow h managenent; anendi ng
s. 163.3244, F.S.; providing for a
|ivabl e-conmunities certification program
providing for certification criteria;
elimnating state review of certain |oca
conpr ehensi ve plan anendnents within certified
areas; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 163.3244, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:
163. 3244 Livabl e-communities certificati on Sustatnable

- I . . .
(1) The Departnent of Conmunity Affairs may create a

|ivabl e-conmunities certification programfor conmunities that

have i npl enent ed best-pl anni ng practices through their |oca

gover nnent conprehensive pl ans and specific planning or design

initiatives, thereby reducing the need for state review of

anmendnents to | ocal governnent conprehensive plans. One of the

purposes of the certification programis to encourage

certified communities to address the extrajurisdictiona

ef fects of devel opnent occurring within the certified area and

to seek devel opnent-of -regi onal -i npact review authority from

the departnent. It is the intent of the Legislature that the

department and ot her executive agenci es under the Governor

give priority to and direct infrastructure spending to areas

within the urban boundaries of certified conmunities.+s
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(2) A local governnent may apply to the departnent in

writing requesting consideration for certification as a

| ivabl e conmuni ty desighration—under—the—denpnstrati-on—program

The | ocal governnent shall describe its reasons for applying

for this certification desighat+oen and support its application
wi th docunents regarding its conpliance with criteria set

forth in this section.

(3) In determning whether to designate all or part of
a local governnent as a |ivabl e sustainabte comunity, the
departnment shall

(a) Assure that the | ocal governnent has set an
ur ban- devel opnent urban—devetoeprrent boundary or functionally
equi val ent nechani sns, based on projected needs and adequate
data and anal ysis, which that wll:

1. Encourage urban infill at appropriate densities and

intensities, separate urban and rural uses, and di scourage

urban sprawl devetoprent—patterns whil e preserving public open

space and planning for buffer-type | and uses and rura
2
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devel opnent consistent with their respective character al ong
and outside of the urban boundary.

2. Assure protection of key natural areas and
agricul tural |ands.

3. Ensure the cost-efficient provision of public
i nfrastructure and servi ces.

(b) Consider and assess the extent to which the |oca
governnment has adopted prograns in its | ocal conprehensive
pl an or | and devel opnent regul ati ons which

1. Pronote infill devel opment and redevel opnent,
including prioritized and tinely pernitting processes in which
applications for |ocal devel opnent permits within the

ur ban- devel opnent urban—devetoeprent boundary are acted upon
expeditiously for proposed devel opnent that whieh is

consistent with the |ocal conprehensive plan

2. Pronote the devel opnent of housing for | owincone
and very-|l owinconme househol ds or specialized housing to
assi st elderly etders and the di sabl ed persons to remmin at
honme or in independent |iving arrangenents.

3. Achieve effective intergovernnental coordination
and address the extrajurisdictional effects of devel opnent

within the certified area.

4. Pronote econom c diversity and growth while
encouragi ng the retention of rural character, where rura
areas exist, and the protection and restoration of the
envi ronnent .

5. Provide and nmaintain public urban and rural open
space and recreational opportunities.

6. Manage transportation and | and uses to support
public transit and pronote opportunities for pedestrian and
nonmot ori zed transportation

3
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7. Use urban-desi gn urban—design principles to foster
i ndi vidual community identity, create a sense of place, and

pronote pedestrian-oriented safe nei ghborhoods and town
centers.

8. Redevel op blighted areas.

9. Inprove disaster preparedness prograns and the
ability to protect lives and property, especially in coasta
hi gh- hazard areas

10. Encourage clustered, m xed-use devel opnent that
whi-eh i ncor porates greenspace and residential devel opnent
wi t hin wal ki ng di stance of commrercial devel opnent.

11. Denonstrate financial and administrative
capabilities to inplenent the designation

12. Denonstrate a record of effectively adopti ng,

i mpl erenting, and enforcing its conprehensive plan
(c) Consider and assess the extent to which the |oca

gover nnent ' s governrenRt—has—the——support—of—its regi ona
pl anni ng council governi ng board supports +a—faver—of the

desi gnati on.

(4) The departnent shall certify destgrnate all or part
of a local government as a livabl e sustainabte conmunity by
written agreenent, which shall be considered final agency
action. The agreenent nust shatH include the basis for the

certification destghatioen, any conditions necessary to conply
with the intent of this section, including procedures for

mtigation of extrajurisdictional effects inpacts of

devel opnent in jurisdictions where devel opnents of regiona

i mpact woul d be abolished or nodified, and criteria for

eval uating the success of the designation. Subsequent to

executing the agreenent, the departnment may renove the |oca

governnment's certification destgnation if it determ nes that
4
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the local governnent is not neeting the terns of the
certification destghat+oenr agreenent. |f an affected person
as defined by s. 163.3184(1)(a), determines that a |oca
governnment is not conplying with the terms of the
certification destghattoen agreenent, he or she nay petition
for administrative review of |ocal governnment conpliance with

the terns of the agreenent, using the procedures and
timefranes for notice and conditions precedent described in s.
163. 3213.

(5) Upon certification desighati+on as a |ivable
ststatnable comunity, the local governnment is entitled to
shatt+ receive the followi ng benefits:

(a) Al conprehensive plan anendnents affecting areas
wi thin the urban-grow h gwrbarn—grewth boundary or functional
equi val ent nust shatt+ be adopted and reviewed in the manner
described in ss. 163.3184(1), (2), (7), (14), (15), and (16)
and 163. 3187, such that state and regi onal agency reviewis

elimnated. The department may shatH- not issue an objections,
reconmendati ons, and conments report on proposed plan
anendnents or a notice of intent on adopted plan anendnents;
however, affected persons, as defined by s. 163.3184(1)(a),
may file a petition for admnistrative review pursuant to the
requirements of s. 163.3187(3)(a) to challenge the conpliance
of an adopted plan anendnent. Plan anendnents that woul d
change the adopted urban-devel opnent urban—devetoeprent
boundary, inpact |ands outside the urban-devel opnent urban
devetoprent boundary, or inpact |ands within the coastal
hi gh- hazard area shall be reviewed pursuant to ss. 163.3184
and 163. 3187.

(b) Devel opnents within the urban-growh urban—growth
boundary and outside the coastal high-hazard area are exenpt

5
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1| fromreview pursuant to ss. 380.06 and 380.061 to the extent

2 | established in the designation agreenent.

3 (c) The Executive Ofice of the Governor shall work

4|1 with the Departnent of Conmunity Affairs and ot her departnents
5] to enphasi ze prograns and set priorities for funding within

6| certified areas in certified designated | ocal governnents in

7 | the areas of education jeb—ereation—crie—prevention,

8 | environnmental protection and restoration prograns; soH-d—waste
9 | reeyeHng-transportati on i nprovenents, including hi ghways,

10| transit, and nonnotorized transportati on projects; sewage

11 | treatment system i nprovenents; expetitetd—antd—proritized

12 | funeing—nRitati-ves-and ot her prograns that will direct

13 | devel opnent within the urban-devel opnent boundary of certified
14 | asstst—tocal—governrents—to—ereate—andraintan

15 | seH—stustaining communities.

16 (6) The Secretary of theDbepartwent—oef Envi ronnent al
17 | Protection, the Secretary of Conmunity Affairs, the Secretary
18 | of Transportation, the Comm ssioner of Agriculture, the

19 | executive director of the Fish and Wl dlife Conservation

20 | Comm ssion, and the executive directors of the five water

21 | managenent districts shall have the authority to enter into

22 | agreenents with | andowners, devel opers, businesses,

23 | industries, individuals, and governmental agencies as are fmay
24 | be necessary to effectuate the—provisions—of this section

25 (7) Once certified desighated as a |ivabl e sustainabte
26 | community pursuant to this section, the |ocal governnent shal
27 | provide a progress report to the departnent which anrd—the

28 | Advisory—Cotunett—oen—tntergovernrental—Retations—each—year—on
29 | the—anniversary—date—of—+ts—designration—that identifies plan
30 | anendnents adopted during the year, updates the future |and

31| use map, and advi ses whether the | ocal governnent continues to

6
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conply with the certification desigration agreenent. Begrhring

(8) The designation of a |local governnent as a livable
ststatnable comunity under this section shall continue be for
a period of 5 years, unless otherw se revoked or renewed by
the departnent. The certification destgratioen may be renewed
for additional 5-year periods if the departnent deternines

that the |ocal governnent is conplying with the terns of its

agr eenent —showng—econrtnding—progress—toward—sustainablre
Fs- ey I . . . o e .

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Aut hori zes the DePartnent of Community Affairs to create
a livable-communities certification program Elin nates
t he sust ai nabl e-communi ti es denobnstrati on_project.
Provides criteria for certification. Provides benefits
for coomunities certified as livable communities.
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