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l. Summary:

The Committee Subgtitute for Senate Joint Resolution 488 does the following:

Increases the terms of office for Forida Senators from 4 to 6 years and for Florida
Representatives from 2 years to 4 years, and provides for staggered terms;

Increases the current term limits disqudification for Florida Representatives and Florida
Senators from 8 yearsto 12 years.

Thisjoint resolution proposes subgtantia amendments to the following provisions of the Horida
Condtitution: Art. 111, s. 15 and Art. VI, s. 4.

Il Present Situation:

The term of office for Florida Senators is four years (some Senators may serve two year terms
following regpportionment) and the term for Florida Representatives is two years. The Florida
Lieutenant Governor and Cabinet members serve four year terms.

The Horida Condtitution provides that a Florida Senator, Forida Representative, Florida
Lieutenant Governor, Florida Cabinet member, U.S. Representative from Florida, or U.S.
Senator from FHorida, may not have his or her name on the ballot if the person has served eight
consecutive years in that office. [The U.S. Supreme Court has held that state limits on the terms
of federd office holders violate the U.S. Condtitution. See generdly, U.S. Term Limits, Inc. v.
Thornton, 115 S.Ct. 1842 (1995).]
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VI.

VII.

VIILI.

Effect of Proposed Changes:

Committee Substitute for Senate Joint Resolution 488 increases the terms of office for FHorida
Senators from 4 to 6 years and for Florida Representatives from 2 yearsto 4 years, and provides
for staggered terms. It aso increases, from 8 to 12 years, the number of consecutive years during

which Horida Representatives and FHorida Senators may hold office before being prohibited
from having their name listed on the balot for re-election.

Constitutional Issues:

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions:
None.

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues:
None.

C. Trust Funds Restrictions:
None.

Economic Impact and Fiscal Note:

A. Tax/Fee Issues:
None.

B. Private Sector Impact:
None.

C. Government Sector Impact:
None

Technical Deficiencies:

None.

Related Issues:

Florida voters approved a 1992 condtitutional amendment adopting the current “eight is enough”
term limit scheme by amargin of about 2 to 1.

Amendments:

None.

This Senate staff analys's does not reflect the intent or officia position of the bill’ s sponsor or the Horida Senate.




