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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HIR 769
By Representative Bullard

House Joi nt Resol ution
A joint resolution proposing anendnents to
Section 15 of Article Il1l, Section 5 of Article
IV, and Sections 4 and 7 of Article VI of the
State Constitution; revising the terms of
office for certain elected constitutiona
of ficers; providing for staggered terns of
office; revising limtations on the nunber of
consecutive years during which certain elected
constitutional officers may hold office;
limting the anbunt that a person or other
entity may contribute to a candidate for |oca
or statewide public office or to a politica

party.
Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

That the follow ng anmendnents to Section 15 of Article
I1l, Section 5 of Article IV, and Sections 4 and 7 of Article
VI of the State Constitution are agreed to and shall be
submitted to the electors of this state for approval or
rejection at the next general election or an earlier special
el ection specifically authorized by |aw for that purpose:
ARTI CLE | I']
LEG SLATURE
SECTION 15. Terns and qualifications of legislators.--
(a) SENATORS. Senators shall be elected for terms of
si x feur years, those+ftroemodd-—nunbered—distriets—intheyears
the—rnurbers—of—whi-eh—are—+mitipres—of-—four—and—those—f+om
ever—nurberet—di-striets—t—evernurbered—years—thenurbers—of

whi-eh—are—not—rmuttiptes—of—Ffour—except, at the el ection next
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1| following a reapportionment, sone senators shall be el ected

2| for ternms of two years or four years when necessary to

3| mintain staggered terns. Senators fromdistricts the nunber
41 of which is a multiple of three shall be elected in each

5| even-nunbered year that is a multiple of three, senators from
6| all other even-nunbered districts shall be elected in the

7 | second year follow ng each even-nunbered year that is a

8| mltiple of three, and senators fromall other odd-nunbered

9] districts shall be elected in the fourth year foll owi ng each
10 | even-nunbered year that is a nultiple of three.

11 (b) REPRESENTATIVES. Menbers of the house of

12 | representatives shall be elected for terns of four twe years,
13 | those from odd- nunbered districts in the years the nunbers of
14 | which are multiples of four and those from even- nunbered

15| districts in even-nunbered years the nunbers of which are not
16 | nultiples of four; except, at the election next following a
17 | reapportionnent, sone representatives shall be elected for

18 | ternms of two years when necessary to maintain staggered terns
19 | irr—each—even—nurbered—year.

20 (c) QUALIFICATIONS. Each legislator shall be at |east
21 | twenty-one years of age, an elector and resident of the

22 | district fromwhich elected and shall have resided in the

23| state for a period of two years prior to el ection.

24 (d) ASSUM NG OFFI CE; VACANCI ES. Menbers of the

25| legislature shall take office upon election. Vacancies in

26 | legislative office shall be filled only by election as

27 | provi ded by | aw

28 ARTI CLE 1V

29 EXECUTI VE

30 SECTION 5. Election of governor, |ieutenant governor
31| and cabi net nenbers; qualifications; terms.--
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1 (a) At a state-wide general election in each cal endar
2 | year the nunber of which is even but not a nmultiple of four

3| the electors shall choose a governor and a |ieutenant governor
4 | and nenbers of the cabinet each for a termof four years

5| beginning on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in

6 | January of the succeeding year. In prinary el ections,

7 | candidates for the office of governor nay choose to run

8 | without a lieutenant governor candidate. In the genera

9| election, all candidates for the offices of governor and

10 | Ii eutenant governor shall formjoint candidacies in a manner
11 | prescribed by |law so that each voter shall cast a single vote
12 | for a candidate for governor and a candi date for |ieutenant

13 | governor runni ng together

14 (b) \When elected, the governor, |ieutenant governor

15 | and each cabi net nmember nust be an el ector not |ess than

16 | thirty years of age who has resided in the state for the

17 | precedi ng seven years. The attorney general nust have been a
18 | nenber of the bar of Florida for the preceding five years. No
19 | person who has, or but for resignation would have, served as
20 | governor or acting governor for nmore than twelve six years in
21| three twpo consecutive terns shall be elected governor for the
22 | succeeding term
23 ARTI CLE VI
24 SUFFRAGE AND ELECTI ONS
25 SECTION 4. Disqualifications.--
26 (a) No person convicted of a felony, or adjudicated in
27 | this or any other state to be nentally inconpetent, shall be
28 | qualified to vote or hold office until restoration of civil
29 | rights or renoval of disability.
30 (b) No person nmamy appear on the ballot for re-election
31| to any of the follow ng offices:
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(1) Florida representative

(2) Florida senator,

(3) Florida Lieutenant governor,

(4) any office of the Florida cabinet,
(5) U S. Representative fromFlorida, or
(6) U S Senator fromFlorida

if, by the end of the current termof office, the person wll
have served (or, but for resignation, would have served) in
that office for twelve eight consecutive years.

SECTION 7. Canpai gn contribution sperding limts; and
fundi ng of canpaigns for elective state-wi de office.--

(a) A person or any other entity may not, directly or

indirectly, contribute to or expend on behal f of any one

candi date nore than $5, 000 during the course of an el ection

which includes the first prinmary, any second prinary, and the

general election. This linmtation applies to any contribution

or expenditure made for the purpose of pronoting a person's

nom nation or election to, or retention in, a local or

statewide office that is filled by a vote of the electors. The

| egi slature may provide by law additional restrictions on

contributions or expenditures nmade to or on behalf of a

candi date for public office.

(b) A person or any other entity may not, directly or

indirectly, contribute to or expend on behalf of a politica

party nore than $5,000 during the course of an election, which

includes the first primary, any second prinmary, and the

general el ection.

(c) It is the policy of this state to provide for
state-wide elections in which all qualified candi dates may
conpete effectively. A nethod of public financing for
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1| canpaigns for state-wi de office shall be established by |aw.
2| Spending linmts shall be established for such canpai gns for

3 | candi dates who use public funds in their canpaigns. The

4| legislature shall provide funding for this provision. Genera
5| law i npl enenting this paragraph shall be at |east as

6| protective of effective conpetition by a candi date who uses

7| public funds as the general law in effect on January 1, 1998.
8 BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the follow ng statenment be
9| placed on the ballot:

10 CONSTI TUTI ONAL AMENDNMENT

11 ARTICLE |11, SECTION 15

12 ARTI CLE 1V, SECTION 5

13 ARTI CLE VI, SECTION 4

14 TERMS OF OFFI CE AND TERM LI M TS. - - Proposi ng anendnent s
15| to the State Constitution to prohibit a person or other entity
16 | fromcontributing nore than $5,000 to a candidate for |ocal or
17 | statewide public office or to a political party; increase the
18 | ternms of office for Florida Senators from4 years to 6 years
19| and for Florida Representatives from2 years to 4 years; and
20| increase, from8 years to 12 years, the nunber of consecutive
21 | years during which a Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Florida
22 | Representative, Florida Senator, nenber of the Florida

23| Cabinet, United States Representative fromFlorida, or United
24 | States Senator from Florida may hold office.
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