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l. Summary:

The bill amends s. 232465, F.S, to provide that students are exempt from any school hedth
program service upon request of the parent or guardian. The hill specifies the circumstances for
transporting a student by private vehicle or school digtrict vehicle to a medica treatment facility
when immediate medicd treatment is needed. The bill provides an effective date (July 1, 2001).

This bill amends ss. 232.465, and 234.02, F.S.

Il. Present Situation:

School Health Services Plang/Student Exemption and Parental Consent

Chapter 381, F.S., contains the generd provisons for public hedth and includes s. 381.0056,
F.S., the School Hedth Services Act. Each county hedth department must develop a school
hedth services plan with the assistance of the didtrict school board and the locd school hedth
advisory committee.  The law specifies the minimum provisons of the plan, incuding meeting
the emergency hedlth needs in each school. The Department of Hedth, with the assstance of the
Depatment of Education is responsble for administering the program and performing periodic
program reviews. The principa has immediate supervisory authority over the hedth personnd
working in the schooal.

The law (s. 381.0056(7)(d), F.S.) requires each school board to provide written information to
parents or guardians that students in the didrict schools will receive the hedth services specified
in the didrict hedth services plan. The natification must be provided a the beginning of each
school year. A dudent is exempt from any of these services if his or her parent or guardian
makes a written request for this exemption. However, this provison does not dlow invasve
screening.  If there is a need for an invasve procedure, the student's parent or guardian must
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provide written consent prior to the screening. There is an exception in that the laws and rules
relating to contagious or communicable diseases and sanitary matters may not be violated.
Section 381.0057, F.S., provides for rulemaking authority for the Department of Hedlth, with the
assgtance of the Depatment of Educetion. The rules may include standards and requirements
for meeting emergency hedth needs. Each digrict school board must establish emergency
procedures, in accordance with s. 381.0056(5), F.S., for life-threstening emergencies.

Transportation of Il or Injured Studentsfor Emergency and Nonemer gency Situations
Under s. 234.02(2), F.S., school boards, may dlow students to be transported in privately owned
motor vehicles on a case-by-case bags, only if the following conditions are met:
A dudent is ill or injured and must be taken home or to a medicd treatment facility under
nonemer gency circumstances, and

o0 the school has been unable to contact the student's parent or guardian or the parent,
guardian, or the designated responsble adult is not avalable to provide the
transportation;

0 proper adult supervison is avalable a the location to which the student is being
transported;

o the trangportation is approved by the school principd or a designated school
adminigrator (or in the absence of the principad and designee, by the highest ranking
school adminigtrator or teacher available); and

o if the school has been unable to contact the parent or guardian prior to trangportation,
the school must continue to make contact until the school successfully notifies the
parent or guardian.

In an emergency Stuation that is an imminent threet to student hedth or safety, school personnd
may take whatever action is needed to protect student hedlth and safety. The law (s. 234.02(4),
F.S) dlows school boards to further redrict the use of private motor vehicles and to establish
more extengve requirements for parenta notification.

Effect of Proposed Changes:

Section 1. The bill amends s. 232.465, F.S,, to provide that a student is exempt (as provided for
in s. 381.0056(7)(d), F.S.) from any of the services provided under the school hedth services
program if hisor her parent or guardian requests the exemption in writing.

Section 2. The hill amends s. 234.02, F.S,, to carify the requirements for the school to continue
trying to contact the parent or guardian while the student is being taken home or to a medica
treestment facility in a nonemergency Stuation. Trangportation of students in a school didrict or
a privady-owned vehicle to a medicd trestment facility without parenta consent is limited to
those circumgtances when immediate medica trestment is necessary for the hedth and safety of
the student.

Section 3. Thehill provides an effective date (July 1, 2001).
Constitutional Issues:
A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions:

None.
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B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues:
None.
C. Trust Funds Restrictions:
None.
V. Economic Impact and Fiscal Note:
A. Tax/Fee Issues:
None.
B. Private Sector Impact:
None.
C. Government Sector Impact:
None.
VI. Technical Deficiencies:
None.
VII. Related Issues:
None.
VIII. Amendments:

None.

This Senate saff analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’ s sponsor or the Forida Senate.




