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. By Representatives Mirman, \Waters, Benson, Harrell
Ritter, Sobel, Slosberg, Farkas, Simmons, Negron, Roneo,
Prieguez, Melvin, Kallinger and Ross

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to insurance and health care

3 servi ce organi zations; anending ss. 626. 9541,

4 641. 3903, F.S.; prohibiting coercion or certain

5 ot her actions against a provider who does not

6 participate in other plans or progranms of the

7 i nsurer or organization; providing an effective

8 dat e.

9

10| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

11

12 Section 1. Paragraphs (bb) and (cc) are added to

13 | subsection (1) of section 626.9541, Florida Statutes, to read:
14 626. 9541 Unfair nethods of conpetition and unfair or
15 | deceptive acts or practices defined.--

16 (1) UNFAIR METHODS OF COVPETI TI ON AND UNFAI R OR

17 | DECEPTI VE ACTS. --The followi ng are defined as unfair nethods
18 | of conpetition and unfair or deceptive acts or practices:

19 (bb) Coercion by health insurance plans.--Requiring a
20| health care provider, as a condition of participation in a
21| health insurance plan or insurance product of the entity, to
22 | participate in any of the entity's or its affiliates' other
23 | health insurance plans, insurance products, or health
24 | mai nt enance organi zati on plans that have different terns,
25| conditions, or levels of paynent. In addition to any other
26 | penalty, a provision of any contract that violates this
27 | paragraph is void.
28 (cc) Adverse action against a provider.--Any
29 | retaliatory action by an insurer against a contracted
30| provider, including ternmnation of a contract with the
31| provider on the basis that the provider did not participate in
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any of the insurer's other health insurance plans, insurance

products, or health mai ntenance organi zation plans that have

different ternms, conditions, or |evels of paynent.
Section 2. Subsection (14) of section 641. 3903,
Florida Statutes, is anended and subsection (15) is added to

that section to read

641.3903 Unfair nethods of conpetition and unfair or
deceptive acts or practices defined.--The followi ng are
defined as unfair nethods of conpetition and unfair or
deceptive acts or practices:

(14) ADVERSE ACTI ON AGAI NST A PROVI DER. - - Any
retaliatory action by a health naintenance organi zation
agai nst a contracted provider, including, but not linmted to,
ternmnation of a contract with the provider, on the basis that
the provider communicated information to the provider's
patient regardi ng nedical care or treatnent options for the
patient when the provider deens know edge of such information
by the patient to be in the best interest of the patient or on
the basis that the provider did not participate in any of the

heal t h mai ntenance organi zation's or its affiliates' other

heal t h i nsurance pl ans, insurance products, or health

nmai nt enance organi zati on plans that have different terns,

conditions, or levels of paynent.

(15) CCERCI ON BY HEALTH NAI NTENANCE
ORGANI ZATI ONS. --Requiring a health care provider, as a
condition of participation in a health naintenance

organi zation, to participate in any of the organization's or

its affiliates' other health nmi ntenance organi zati on pl ans,

heal th i nsurance plans or insurance products that have

different terms, conditions, or levels of paynent. In addition
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to any other penalty, a provision of any contract that

violates this subsection is void.
Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2001.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Prohibits an insurer or health care service organization
fromcoercing providers or taking adverse action agai nst
health care providers who do not “"participate in other.

pl ans or prograns offered by the iInsurer or organization
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