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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HR 9085
By Representatives Jennings and McGiff

House Resol ution
A resol ution honoring the nenory of Steven C
O Connel |

WHEREAS, born January 22, 1916, in Wst Pal m Beach, the
Honorabl e Steven C. O Connell led a life of adventure and
achi evenent, renmenbered as a nman exceeded in integrity by no
one and matched by very few, quick with a quip and blunt with
hi s opinion, yet renowned for his politeness and good nanners,
and

WHEREAS, Stephen C. O Connell attended the University
of Florida, where he was president of the student body and
captain of the boxing team and where he becane a |ifel ong,
fiercely loyal Gator, who, according to forner Florida State
University president Stanley Marshall, took great delight in
beating the Semi noles and "rubbing it in" when he did, and

WHEREAS, Stephen C. O Connell rose to the rank of nmjor
during World War |1 and returned honme to run a successful |aw
practice in Fort Lauderdale until he was finally persuaded by
Governor LeRoy Collins to accept a Suprenme Court appoi ntnent
in 1955, where he won a reputation for |egal fairness and
schol arshi p, and

WHEREAS, the only person to |l ead both the state's
hi ghest court and its largest university, Stephen C. O Connel
remai ned on the Suprenme Court until 1967, serving as chief
justice his final year, when he resigned to accept the
presidency of the University of Florida, a position he held
until 1973, the first alummus of the school to becone its
president, and

WHEREAS, Stephen C. O Connell was the recipient of
i nnuner abl e awards and honors, anong his favorites, doctorates
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1| fromFlorida State University and the University of Notre Dane
2] and his election to the Florida Sports Hall of Fane in Lake
3| Cty, but the nost notable of his honors are those in the

4 | menories of those whose lives he touched, as exenplified by
5| the remark of his long-tine friend, fornmer Lieutenant Governor
6 | Wayne M xson, "He was the kindest, npbst gentle man | ever

7| net," NOW THEREFORE

8

9| Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of
10 | Fl ori da:

11

12 That the House of Representatives pauses in its

13 | deliberations to honor the nenory of a great nman and

14 | superl ative statesman who served his state and nation with
15| distinction, the Honorable Stephen C. O Connell.

16 BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat a copy of this resolution
17 | be presented to Ms. Cindy Bowing O Connell as a tangible
18 | token of the sentinents expressed herein.
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