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HOUSE AMENDVENT
Bill No. CS for CS for SB 912, 1st Eng.

Amendnment No. _ (for drafter's use only)

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

ORI G NAL STAMP BELOW

Representative(s) Barreiro offered the foll ow ng:

Amendment
On page 22, line 8 through page 30, line 22,
renove fromthe bill: all of said |lines

and insert in lieu thereof:
(4) Facilitating placenent in a private

transition-housi ng program upon expiration of sentence, if

requested by an eligible inmate prior to release. |If an

inmate who is nearing his or her date of rel ease requests

pl acenent in a contracted substance-abuse-transition housing

program the transition-assistance specialist shall informthe

inmate of program availability and assess the inmate's need

and suitability for transition-housing assistance. |If an

inmate is approved for placenent, the specialist shall assist

the inmate and coordinate the rel ease of the innate with the

sel ected program If an inmate requests and i s approved for

pl acenent in a contracted faith-based

subst ance- abuse-transiti on housi ng program the speciali st

nmust consult with the chaplain prior to such placenent. In
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selecting inmates who are nearing their date of rel ease for

pl acenent in a faith-based program the departnent shal

ensure that an inmate's faith orientation, or |ack thereof,

will not be considered in determ ning adm ssion to the program

and that the program does not attenpt to convert an innmate

toward a particular faith or religious preference. Under no

ci rcunstances nay any innmate be placed in contracted substance

abuse transition housing or contracted faith-based substance

abuse transition housing, until the inmte has served the

entirety of his or her lawful prison sentence in accordance

with s. 944,275 or other applicable | aw regardi ng percent age

of sentence served.

(5) 4 Providing a photo identification card to al
inmates prior to their rel ease

The transition-assi stance specialist nmay not be a correctional

of ficer or correctional probation officer as defined in s.
943. 10.
Section 10. Subsections (1) and (2) of section

944,705, Florida Statutes, are reenacted, and subsection (5)
of that section is anmended to read:

944,705 Rel ease orientation program --

(1) The departnent shall provide participation in a
standar di zed rel ease orientation programto every eligible
i nmat e.

(2) The release orientation programinstruction mnust
i nclude, but is not limted to:

(a) Enploynent skills.

(b) Money managenent skills.

(c) Personal devel opnent and pl anni ng.

(d) Special needs.
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(e) Comunity reentry concerns.

(f) Comunity reentry support.

(g) Any other appropriate instruction to ensure the
i nmat e' s successful reentry into the conmunity.

(5) The department may +s—autheri+zed—te contract with
public or private entities, including faith-based service

groups, for the provision of all or part of the services
pursuant to this section

Section 11. Section 944.706, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

944. 706 Basic rel ease assistance. --

(1) Any inmate who is being released is eligible for
transition assistance. Those inmates released to a detainer
are eligible pursuant to s. 944.703.

(2) The department may +s—autheri+zed—+te contract with
the Departnent of Children and Fanmily Services, the Salvation
Arny, and other public or private organizations, including
faith-based service groups,for the provision of basic support

services for rel easees. The—departrent—shatt—econtract—with
the—PbPepartrent—of—tabor—andEnployrent—Seeurty—for—the
- F I obol .
(3) The departnent shall adopt prenmutgate rules for

t he devel opnent, inplenentation, and termi nation of transition
assi st ance.

Section 12. Section 944.707, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

944,707 Postrel ease special services; job placenent
services. - -

(1) The departnent shall attespt—to generate and
provide to every rel easee, identified by the prerel ease needs
assessnent, support services such as, but not linmted to,
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subst ance abuse counseling, fam ly counseling, and enpl oynent
support programs. The departnment may t+s—atutherized—+te sel ect
and contract with public or private organizations, including
faith-based service groups,for the provision of these basic

support services. Wen selecting a provider, the departnment

shal | consi der faith-based service groups on an equal basis

with other private organizations. Provider selection criteria

i ncl ude, but are not limted to:

(a) The depth and scope of services provided.

(b) The geographic area to be served.

(c) The nunber of inmates to be served and the cost of
servi ces per innmmate.

(d) The individual provider's record of success in the
provi sion of inmate services.

(2) The departnent, with the assistance of the State

O fice on Honel essness, shall maintain and regularly update a

conpr ehensi ve directory of support services offered by private

organi zations and faith-based service groups for the purpose

of assisting transition-assistance specialists and chapl ai ns

in making individualized placenments and referral s. The

1
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Section 13. Section 944.803, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

944,803 Faith-based prograns for inmates.--

(1) The Legislature finds and decl ares that
faith-based prograns offered in state and private correctiona
institutions and facilities have the potential to facilitate
inmate institutional adjustnent, help inmates assune persona
responsibility, and reduce recidivism

(2) It is the intent of the Legislature that the
Departnent of Corrections and the private vendors operating
private correctional facilities shall continuously:

(a) Measure recidivismrates for i nmates who have
participated in religious prograns;

(b) Increase the nunber of volunteers who minister to
inmates fromvarious faith-based institutions in the
communi ty;

(c) Develop community |inkages wi th churches,
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synagogues, nosques, and other faith-based institutions to
assist inmates in their rel ease back into the community; and
(d) Fund through the use of innmate welfare trust funds
pursuant to s. 945.215 an adequate nunber of chapl ains and
support staff to operate faith-based prograns in correctiona
institutions.
(3) By March 1, 2002, the departnent nust have at
| east three additional faith-based dornmitory programs fully

operational and by June 1, 2002, the departnent nust have at

| east three nore faith-based dornmitory progranms fully

operational, for a total or six new programs fully operationa

by June 1, 2002. These six prograns shall be simlar to and in

addition to the current faith-based pilot program The siXx new

prograns shall be a joint effort with the departnent and

faith-based service groups within the comunity. The

departnent shall ensure that an inmate's faith orientation, or

| ack thereof, will not be considered in determ ning adni ssi on

to a faith-based program and that the program does not attenpt

to convert an inmate toward a particular faith or religious

preference. The prograns shall operate 24 hours a day within

the existing correctional facilities. The prograns nust

enphasi ze the i nportance of personal responsibility,

neani ngf ul work, education, substance-abuse treatnent, and

peer support. Participation in the faith-based dornmtory

program shall be voluntary. However, at |east 80 percent of

the inmates participating in this programnust be within 36

nont hs of rel ease. Assignnent to these prograns shall be based

on evaluation and the length of tine the innate is projected

to be assigned to that particular institution. In evaluating

an inmate for this program priority shall be given to i nmates

who have shown an indication for substance abuse. Aright to
6
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subst ance- abuse- program services is not stated, intended, or

otherwise inplied by this subsection. The departnent nmay not

renove an i nnmate once assigned to the program except for the

pur poses of popul ati on nanagenent, for inmate conduct that nay

subject the inmate to disciplinary confinenent or |oss of

gain-tine, for physical or nental health concerns, or for

security or safety concerns. To support the programm ng

conponent, the departnent shall assign a chaplain and a

full-tine clerical support person dedicated to each dornitory

to inplenent and nonitor the programand to strengthen

vol unteer participation and support. By January 1, 2004, the

departnent shall subnit an evaluation report to the Governor

the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of

Representatives on the faith-based dormtory program The

report nust contain the findings froman extensive and

scientifically sound eval uati on of the program including at

|l east a longitudinal followp of the i nmates who have

successfully conpleted the program conpared to other simlar

i nmat es who have not partici pated and an opinion survey of the

faith-based service providers.
(4) Effective Cctober 1, 2001, the Departnent of
Corrections shall assign chaplains to comunity correctiona

centers authorized pursuant to s. 945.091(1)(b). These

chapl ai ns shall strengthen vol unteer participation by

recruiting volunteers in the conmunity to assist inmates in

transition, and, if requested by the inmate, placenent in a

nentoring programor at a contracted

subst ance- abuse-transiti on housi ng program upon the expiration

of his or her sentence. Wen placing a released inmate in a

contracted programthe chaplain shall work with the

institutional transition-assi stance specialist in an effort to
7
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successfully place the rel eased i nnate.

(5) The departnent shall ensure that any faith

conponent of any programauthorized in this chapter is offered

on a voluntary basis and, an offender's faith orientation, or

| ack thereof, will not be considered in determ ning adni ssi on

to a faith-based program and that the program does not attenpt

to convert an offender toward a particular faith or religious

pr ef erence.
(6) The departnent shall ensure that state funds are

not expended for the purpose of furthering religious

i ndoctrination, but rather, that state funds are expended for

pur poses of furthering the secular goals of crimna

rehabilitation, the successful reintegration of offenders into

the community, and the reduction of recidivism
Section 14. Subsection (1) of section 945.091, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

945. 091 Extension of the limts of confinenent;
restitution by enployed i nmates. --

(1) The department may ts—authertzed—+toe adopt rul es
regutations pernitting the extension of the linmts of the
pl ace of confinenent of an innmate as to whomthere is
reasonabl e cause to believe that the inmate will honor his or
her trust by authorizing the inmate, under prescribed
conditions and follow ng investigation and approval by the
secretary, or the secretary's designee, who shall nmaintain a
witten record of such action, to | eave the confi nes of that
pl ace unacconpani ed by a custodial agent for a prescribed
period of tine to:

(a) Visit, for a specified period, a specifically
desi gnated pl ace or places:

1. For the purpose of visiting a dying relative,
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attending the funeral of a relative, or arranging for

enpl oynent or for a suitable residence for use when rel eased;
2. To otherwise aid in the rehabilitation of the

inmate and his or her successful transition into the

communi ty; or
3. For another conpelling reason consistent with the
public interest,

and return to the sane or another institution or facility
desi gnated by the Departnent of Corrections.

(b) Work at paid enpl oynent, participate in an
education or a training program or voluntarily serve a public
or nonprofit agency or faith-based service group in the

community, while continuing as an inmate of the institution or
facility in which the inmate is confined, except during the
hours of his or her enploynent, education, training, or
service and traveling thereto and therefrom

1. An inmate may participate in paid enploynment only
during the last 36 nonths of his or her confinenent, unless
sooner requested by the Parol e Conm ssion or the Contro
Rel ease Authority.

2. Wile working at paid enploynent and residing in

the facility, an inmate nay apply for placenent at a

contracted substance-abuse-transition housing program The

transition-assi stance specialist shall informthe i nmate of

program avail ability and assess the i nmate's need and

suitability for transition-housing assistance. If an inmte is

approved for placenent, the specialist shall assist the

inmate. If an inmate requests and is approved for placenent in

a contracted faith-based substance-abuse-transition housing

program the specialist nust consult with the chaplain prior
9
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to such placenent. The departnent shall ensure that an

inmate's faith orientation, or |ack thereof, will not be

considered in determining adm ssion to a faith-based program

and that the program does not attenpt to convert an innmate

toward a particular faith or religious preference. Under no

ci rcunstances nay any innmate be placed in contracted substance

abuse transition housing or contracted faith-based substance

abuse transition housing, until the inmte has served the

entirety of his or her lawful prison sentence in accordance

with s. 944,275 or other applicable | aw regardi ng percentage

of sentence served.
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