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l. Summary:

This Committee Substitute creates a program to match state grants to private donations for the
improvement of academic programs in the K-12 public school system. If the Generdl
Appropriations Act specifies funds for the program, each school district and the Florida School
for the Deaf and the Blind will receive a chdlenge grant to encourage and match private
contributions, according to a proportional formula

Thehill is"tied" with -- and contingent upon passage of —CS/'SB 930, which creates the trust
fund for matching funds (the Horida School Improvement Academic Trust Fund). The

program’ s successful operation also depends upon having money appropriated to supply the
matching funds; in fact, asimilar law (s. 236.1229, F.S.) was repeded on July 1, 2000, because it
had not received funding for the previous 3 years.

The effective date is Juy 1, 2001.

Thishill crestes the following section of the Florida Statutes: 236.1226.
Il. Present Situation:

The Florida School |mprovement Academic Trust Fund (Repealed July 1, 2000)

The 1995 L egidature created s. 236.1229, F.S.,, the Florida School Improvement Academic Trust
Fund. That trust fund, and the associated provisions for administering the fund, were scheduled

for sunset in 1999 and were alowed to repea (SB 602 [1999]). The reason for the repea was
that the program had not received funding since 1997.
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Digtrict school board direct support organizations
A "digtrict school board direct-support organization™ means an organization which:
1. Isapproved by the district school board;
2. IsaForidacorporation not for profit, incorporated under the provisions of chapter 617
and approved by the Department of State; and
3. Isorganized and operated exclusively to receive, hold, invest, and administer property
and to make expenditures to or for the benefit of public pre-kindergarten through 12th
grade education and adult vocationa and community education programsin this Sate.

Of the 68 schooal didtricts, only nine do not currently have an authorized district education
foundation, and three of those are in the process of cresting foundations

According to the Department of Educetion, cresting a foundation takes about 3 months and some
paperwork, and counties that have no foundation should have no difficulty creeting them, given
the incentive of matching funds.

Effect of Changes:

This bill establishes a program which, when paired with CS/SB 930 (creseting the associated trust
fund) and funded in the Generd Appropriaions Act, will provide each schoal digtrict and the
Florida School for the Deaf and Blind the opportunity to strengthen private/public partnerships
by offering private donors the incentive of state matching funds for contributions that support the
improvement of academic programs.

The details provided in the bill include:
A trugt fund will offer matching state funds as an incentive to attract private contributions
with state funds earmarked directly to the digtrict-based, public K-12 education foundations
and for the Horida School for the Deaf and Blind Endowment Fund.
The Commissioner of Education will specify procedures for the adminigtration of the
meatching fund program.
The foundations may invest in academic achievement programs, except that funding may not
pay for facility congtruction or interscholastic ahletics. The Legidature may, however,
approve facility purchase.
The Department of Education will dlocate the Trust Fund money:

0 Didrict-based, public K- 12 education foundations and the Florida School for the Degf
and Blind Endowment Fund have equa (proportionate) access to state matching
funds until April 1 of eech year.

0 After April 1, the commissioner will specify how remaning baances may be

requested.

Every $4 from the state will be matched by $6 of loca contributions.

0 Thefoundation must raise at least $4,500 to request a state match.

0 Thedgatewill digribute funds upon natification of receipt of private contributions.

o

1
s.23740,F.S
2 The following counties have no foundation and are not contemplating one: Calhoun, Holmes, Jackson, Liberty, Lafayette,

and Nassau. The following counties are in the process of creating foundations: Gilchrest, Putnam, and Taylor.
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o Thehill describes the requirements for creating separate accounts and respongible
accounting by the foundations.

IV.  Constitutional Issues:
A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions:
None.
B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues:
None.
C. Trust Funds Restrictions:
None.
V. Economic Impact and Fiscal Note:
A. Tax/Fee Issues:
None.
B. Private Sector Impact:
None.
C. Government Sector Impact:

Thebill is"tied" with -- and contingent upon passage of — CS/SB 930, which createsthe
trust fund for matching funds (the Florida School Improvement Academic Trugt Fund). The
program’s successful operation aso depends upon having money gppropriated to supply the

metching funds.
VI. Technical Deficiencies:
None.
VILI. Related Issues:
None.
VIII. Amendments:
None.

This Senate gtaff andyss does not reflect the intent or officia position of the bill’s sponsor or the Horida Senate.




