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l. Summary:

The bill authorizes each profession regulated by the department that offers services that are not
subject to regulation when provided by an unlicensed person to use funds in the unlicensed
activity account to inform the public that unlicensed persons may perform such services. A board
or a profession regulated by the department may authorize the transfer of funds from the
operating fund account to the unlicensed activity account for that professon if the operating fund
acocount is not in adeficit and has a reasonable cash balance,

The bill substantialy amends section 455.2281 of the Florida Statutes.

Il. Present Situation:

Section 455.2281, F.S., provides that the Department of Business and Professiona Regulation
(the department) is to impose on each professiond license a pecid fee of $5 per license to fund
efforts to combat unlicensed activity. A regulatory board, with the concurrence of the
department, or the department when there is no board, may designate $5 of the licensure fee for
this purpose if the account for that board, or that professon if regulated by the department, is not
in adeficit and has a reasonable cash baance.

According to the department, the Board of Certified Public Accountancy currently alocates $5
of the license fee to combat unlicensed activity. The funds are placed in an unlicensed activity
account and the department must seek board advice prior to spending the funds.

For some professions, only some of the business activities engaged in by those professonds are
regulated activities. For example, accounting and bookkeeping services can be provided outsde
the scope of regulated activities of public accountancy as defined in s. 473.302(7), F.S.



BILL: SB 958 Page 2

[I. Effect of Proposed Changes:
The hill authorizes each profession regulated by the department that offers services that are not
subject to regulation when provided by an unlicensed person to use fundsin the unlicensed
activity account to inform the public that unlicensed persons may perform such services. A board
or aprofession regulated by the department may authorize the trandfer of funds from the

operating fund account to the unlicensad activity account for that professon if the operating fund
account is not in a deficit and has a reasonable cash baance.

Thebill takes effect July 1, 2001.
V. Constitutional Issues:
A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions:
None.
B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues:
None.
C. Trust Funds Restrictions:
None.
V. Economic Impact and Fiscal Note:
A. Tax/Fee Issues:
None.

B. Private Sector Impact:

Indeterminable. The information provided to the public may shift some business from
accountants to Certified Public Accountants.

C. Government Sector Impact:

None.
VI. Technical Deficiencies:
None.
VII. Related Issues:

None.
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VIII. Amendments:

None.

This Senate staff analysis does not reflect the intent or officia position of the bill’ s sponsor or the Forida Senate.




