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1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to postsecondary education

3 anendi ng s. 240.3836, F.S.; providing

4 | egislative intent; providing a process for

5 aut hori zing community colleges to offer

6 baccal aureat e degree prograns; anendi ng s.

7 240.527, F.S.; requiring a Canpus Board of the
8 University of South Florida St. Petershburg;

9 requiring separate accreditation; providing

10 powers and duties of the Canpus Board and the
11 Canpus Executive O ficer; providing a procedure
12 for preparing a budget request; providing for
13 central support services contracts and a letter
14 of agreenent; excluding certain entities from
15 certain provisions; anmending s. 240.2011, F.S.
16 adding to the State University Systemthe New
17 College in Sarasota; creating fiscally

18 aut ononous canpuses of the University of South
19 Florida; requiring a Canpus Board of the
20 University of South Florida Sarasotal/ Manat ee
21 aut hori zi ng separate accreditation; providing
22 powers and duties of the Canpus Board and the
23 Canpus Executive O ficer; providing a procedure
24 for preparing a budget request; providing for
25 central -support-services contracts and a letter
26 of agreenent; establishing a nission, goals,
27 and board of trustees for New Col | ege of
28 Fl orida; providing Legislative intent;
29 redesignating St. Petersburg Junior College as
30 "St. Petersburg College"; requiring
31 accreditation; providing a mssion; providing
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for students and fees; providing conditiona
authority to offer baccal aureat e-degree-| evel
prograns; authorizing certain
baccal aur eat e-degree prograns and a process for
i ncreasing their nunber; establishing a
governi ng board and a coordi nati ng board;
providing for dispute resolution; providing for
certain enploynent classifications; providing
for the acquisition of land, buildings, and
equi pnent; authorizing the power of eninent
domai n; providing for state funding; requiring
a cost-accounting process; providing an

ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 240.3836, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

240. 3836 Site-deterni ned baccal aureate degree access
program funding.--

(1) The Legislature recognizes that public and private
post secondary education institutions play essential roles in
i mproving the quality of Iife and econom ¢ well -being of the
state and its residents. The Legislature also recogni zes that
econom ¢ devel opnent needs and the educational needs of
pl ace- bound, nontraditional students have increased the denand
for local access to baccal aureate degree prograns. |n sone,
but not all, geographic regions, baccal aureate degree prograns
are being delivered successfully at the local comunity
col | ege through agreenents between the conmunity col |l ege and
4-year postsecondary institutions within or outside of the

2
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state. It is therefore the intent of the Legislature to
further expand access to baccal aureate degree prograns through

the use of comunity coll eges apphty—this—econcept—in—the

(2) A comunity college nmay be authorized by the State

Board of Education to offer a |limted nunber of baccal aureate

degrees designed to neet |ocal workforce needs through one of

the foll owi ng processes:

(a) A comunity college may enter into a form

agreenent with the state university in its service area for

the community college to deliver specified baccal aureate

degree programs. The agreenent nust be subnmitted to the State

Board of Education for approval. The coll ege's proposal mnust

i nclude the follow ng information

1. Denand for the baccal aureate degree programis

identified by the workforce devel opnent board, |oca

busi nesses and industry, |ocal chanbers of commerce, and

potential students.

2. Unnet need for graduates of the proposed degree

programis substanti at ed.

3. The community college has the facilities and

academ c resources to deliver the program

The proposal nmust be subnitted to the Postsecondary Education

Pl anni ng Conmi ssion for review and comment. Upon approval of

the State Board of Education for the specific degree program

or prograns, the college shall pursue regional accreditation

by the Commi ssion on Coll eges of the Southern Association of

3
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Col | eges and Schools. Any additional baccal aureate degree

prograns the coll ege wishes to offer nust be approved by the

State Board of Educati on

(b) A comunity coll ege may devel op a proposal to

deliver specified baccal aureate degree prograns inits

district. The proposal nust be submitted to the State Board of

Education for approval. The coll ege's proposal nust include

the following i nformation

1. Denand for the baccal aureate degree programis

identified by the workforce devel opnent board, |oca

busi nesses and i ndustry, |ocal chanbers of commerce, and

potential students.

2. Unnet need for graduates of the proposed degree

programis substanti at ed.

3. The community college has the facilities and

academ c resources to deliver the program

The proposal nmust be subnitted to the Postsecondary Education

Pl anni ng Conmi ssion for review and coment. Upon approval of

the State Board of Education for the specific degree program

or prograns, the college shall pursue regional accreditation

by the Commi ssion on Coll eges of the Southern Association of

Col | eges and Schools. Any additional baccal aureate degree

prograns the college wishes to offer nust be approved by the

State Board of Educati on

(3) A comunity college may not termnate its

Associate-in-Arts or Associate-in-Science degree prograns as a

result of the authorization provided in subsection (2). The

Legislature intends that the prinmary mission of a community

college, including a college that offers baccal aureat e- degr ee

4
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Section 2. Effective July 1, 2001, subsection (5) of
section 240.2011, Florida Statutes, is anended, and subsecti on
(12) is added to that section, to read:

240. 2011 State University System defined.--The State
University System shall consist of the foll ow ng:

W N N NN
O © 0o N O

(5) The University of South Florida, with a main

w
=

canpus located in Hillsborough County and two fiscally
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aut ononous canpuses, one in Pinellas County, naned the

University of South Florida St. Petersburg, and the other

naned the University of South Florida Sarasotal/ Manat ee

(12) New College of Florida, |located in Sarasota

County, which is the 4-year residential liberal arts honors

college of the state of Florida.

Section 3. Section 240.527, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

(Substantial rewording of section. See

s. 240.527, F.S., for present text.)

240. 527 The University of South Florida St
Pet er sburg. - -

(1) The St. Petersburg canpus of the University of

South Florida is established and shall be known as the

University of South Florida St. Petersburg.”

(a) The Legislature intends that the University of

South Florida St. Petersburg be operated and nai ntained as a

separate organi zational and budget entity of the University of

South Florida, and that all |egislative appropriations for the

University of South Florida St. Petershurg be set forth as

separate line itens in the annual General Appropriations Act.
(b) The University of South Florida St. Petersburg
shal |l have a Canpus Board and a Canpus Executive Oficer.

(c) As soon as possible, but no later than the

effective date of this act, the President of the University of

South Florida shall begin the process of application to the

Conmi ssion on Coll eges of the Southern Association of Coll eges

and Schools for separate accreditation of the University of

South Florida St. Petersburg. If the application is not

approved or is provisionally approved, the University of South

11
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Florida shall correct any identified deficiencies and shal

continue to work for accreditation

(2) The Board of Trustees of the University of South

Fl orida shall appoint to the Canpus Board, from

reconmendati ons of the President of the University of South

Florida, five residents of Pinellas County. If a resident of

Pinellas County is appointed to the Board of Trustees of the

University of South Florida, the board shall appoint that

nmenber to serve jointly as a nenber of the Canpus Board. |f

nore than one Pinellas County resident is appointed to the

Board of Trustees, the board shall select one joint nenber.

The Board of Trustees nmy reappoint a nenber to the Canpus

Board for one additional term The Canpus Board has the powers

and duties provided by law, which include the authority to:

(a) Review and approve an annual |egislative budget

request to be subnmitted to the Conm ssioner of Education. The

Canpus Executive Oficer shall prepare the |egislative budget

request in accordance with guidelines established by the

Fl ori da Board of Education. This request nust include itens

for canpus operations and fixed capital outl ay.

(b) Approve and submit an annual operating plan and

budget for review and consultation by the Board of Trustees of

the University of South Florida. The canpus operating budget

nmust reflect the actual funding available to that canpus from

separate line-item appropriations contained in each annua

Ceneral Appropriations Act, which line-item appropriations

nmust initially reflect the funds reported to the Florida

Legislature for the University of South Florida St. Petersburg

Canmpus for fiscal year 2000-2001 and any additional funds

provided in the fiscal year 2001-2002 | egislative

appropriati on.

12
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1 (c) Enter into central support services contracts with
2| the Board of Trustees of the University of South Florida for
3| any services that the St. Petersburg canpus cannot provide

4 | nore econom cally, including payroll processing, accounting,
5| technol ogy, construction adm nistration, and ot her desired

6 | services. However, all |legal services for the canpus nust be
7| provided by a central services contract with the university.
8 | The Board of Trustees of the University of South Florida and
9| the Canpus Board shall deternmine in a letter of agreenent any
10| all ocation or sharing of student fee revenue between the

11| University of South Florida's main canpus and the St.

12 | Pet ersburg canpus.

13

14 | The Board of Trustees of the University of South Florida may
15| lawful ly del egate other powers and duties to the Canpus Board
16 | for the efficient operation and i nprovenent of the canpus and
17 | for the purpose of vesting in the canpus the attributes

18 | necessary to neet the requirenents for separate accreditation
19 | by the Sout hern Associ ation of Coll eges and School s.
20 (3) The University of South Florida St. Petersburg
21| shall be administered by a Canpus Executive Oficer who shal
22 | be appointed by, report directly to, and serve at the pleasure
23| of the President of the University of South Florida. The
24 | President shall consult with the Canpus Board before hiring or
25| terminating the Canpus Executive Oficer. The Canpus Executive
26 | Oficer has authority and responsibility as provided in | aw,
27 | including the authority to:
28 (a) Administer canpus operations within the annua
29 | operating budget as approved by the Canpus Board.
30
31

13
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(b) Recommend to the Canpus Board an annua

| egi sl ati ve budget request that includes funding for canpus

operations and fixed capital outlay.

(c) Recommend to the Canpus Board an annual canpus

oper ati ng budget.

(d) Recommend to the Canpus Board appropriate services

and terns and conditions to be included in annual centra

support servi ces contracts.

(e) Carry out any additional responsibilities assigned

or del egated by the President of the University of South

Florida for the efficient operation and inprovenment of the

canpus, especially any authority necessary for the purpose of

vesting in the canpus attributes necessary to neet the

requi renents for separate accreditation

(4) Students enrolled at the University of South

Florida, including those enrolled at a branch canpus, have the

sane rights and obligations as provided by |aw, policy, or

rul e adopted by the University of South Florida, the Florida

Departnent of Education, or other lawful entity. The

University of South Florida shall provide a conprehensive and

coordi nated system of student registration so that a student

enrolled at any canpus of the University of South Florida has

the ability to register for courses at any other canpus of the

University of South Florida.

(5) The following entities are not affected by this

section and remai n under the adm ni strative control of the

University of South Florida:
(a) The University of South Florida Coll ege of Marine
Sci ence, which is a conponent coll ege of the nmin canpus.

(b) The Florida Institute of Cceanography, which is a

Type One Institute.

14
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1 (c) The University of South Florida Pediatric Research
2] Center.

3 (d) The University of South Floridal/USGS joint

4| facility.

5 Section 4. The University of South Florida

6 | Sar asot a/ Manat ee. - -

7 (1) The Sarasotal/ Manatee canpus of the University of

8| South Florida is established and shall be known as the

9 ['University of South Florida Sarasotal/ Manatee."

10 (a) The Legislature intends that the University of

11 | South Florida Sarasotal/ Manatee be operated and naintained as a
12 | separate organi zati onal and budget entity of the University of
13| South Florida and that all |egislative appropriations for the
14 | University of South Florida Sarasotal/Manatee be set forth as
15| separate line itens in the annual General Appropriations Act.
16 (b) The University of South Florida Sarasotal/ Manat ee
17 | shall have a Canpus Board and a Canpus Executive Oficer

18 (c) As soon as possible, but no later than July 1,

19 | 2002, the President of the University of South Florida shal
20 | begin the process of application to the Commi ssion on Coll eges
21| of the Southern Association of Colleges and School s for
22 | separate accreditation of the University of South Florida
23| Sarasota/ Manatee. If the application is not approved or is
24 | provisionally approved, the University of South Florida shal
25| correct any identified deficiencies and shall continue to work
26 | for accreditation
27 (2) The Board of Trustees of the University of South
28 | Florida shall appoint to the Canpus Board, from
29 | recommendations of the President of the University of South
30| Florida, three residents of Manatee County and two residents
31| of Sarasota County, to serve 4-year staggered terns. |f one or

15
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nore residents of Sarasota County or Manatee County is

appointed to the Board of Trustees of the University of South

Florida, the board shall, at the next vacancy of the canpus

board, appoint one of those nenbers to serve jointly as a

nenber of the Canpus Board. The Board of Trustees nay

reappoi nt a nenber to the Canpus Board for one additiona

term The Canpus Board has the powers and duties provided by

| aw, which include the authority to:

(a) Review and approve an annual |egislative budget

request to be subnitted to the Conmi ssioner of Education. The

Canpus Executive Oficer shall prepare the |egislative budget

request in accordance with guidelines established by the

Fl ori da Board of Education. This request nust include itens

for canpus operations and fixed capital outl ay.

(b) Approve and subnmit an annual operating plan and

budget for review and consultation by the Board of Trustees of

the University of South Florida. The canpus operating budget

nmust reflect the actual funding available to that canpus from

separate line-item appropriations contained in each annua

Ceneral Appropriations Act, which line-item appropriations

nmust initially reflect the funds reported to the Florida

Legislature for the University of South Florida

Sar asot a/ Manat ee Canpus for fiscal year 2000-2001 and any

addi tional funds provided in the fiscal year 2001-2002

| egi sl ative appropriation

(c) Enter into central support services contracts with

the Board of Trustees of the University of South Florida for

any services that the canpus at Sarasota/ Manat ee cannot

provi de nore econom cally, including payroll processing,

accounting, technol ogy, construction adninistration, and other

desired services. However, all legal services for the canpus

16
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1| nmust be provided by a central services contract with the

2| university. The Board of Trustees of the University of South
3| Florida and the Canpus Board shall deternmne in a letter of

4 | agreenent any allocation or sharing of student fee revenue

5| between the University of South Florida's nmin canpus and the
6 | Sar asot a/ Manat ee canpus.

7

8 | The Board of Trustees of the University of South Florida nay
9| lawfully del egate other powers and duties to the Canpus Board
10| for the efficient operation and i nprovenent of the canpus and
11| for the purpose of vesting in the canpus the attributes

12 | necessary to neet the requirenents for separate accreditation
13 | by the Sout hern Associ ation of Coll eges and School s.

14 (3) The University of South Florida Sarasotal/ Manat ee
15| shall be adninistered by a Canpus Executive Oficer who shal
16 | be appointed by, report directly to, and serve at the pleasure
17 | of the President of the University of South Florida. The

18 | President shall consult with the Canpus Board before hiring or
19 | terminating the Canpus Executive Oficer. The Canpus Executive
20| Oficer has authority and responsibility as provided in | aw,
21| including the authority to:
22 (a) Administer canpus operations within the annua
23 | operating budget as approved by the Canpus Board.
24 (b) Recommend to the Canpus Board an annua
25| | egi sl ative budget request that includes funding for canpus
26 | operations and fixed capital outlay.
27 (c) Recommend to the Canpus Board an annual canpus
28 | operating budget.
29 (d) Recommend to the Canpus Board appropriate services
30| and terns and conditions to be included in annual centra
31 | support services contracts.

17
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(e) Carry out any additional responsibilities assigned

or del egated by the President of the University of South

Florida for the efficient operation and inprovenment of the

canpus, especially any authority necessary for the purpose of

vesting in the canpus attributes necessary to neet the

requi renents for separate accreditation

(4) Students enrolled at the University of South

Florida, including those enrolled at a branch canpus, have the

sane rights and obligations as provided by |aw, policy, or

rul e adopted by the University of South Florida, the Florida

Departnent of Education, or other lawful entity. The

University of South Florida shall provide a conprehensive and

coordi nat ed system of student registration so that a student

enrolled at any canpus of the University of South Florida has

the ability to register for courses at any other canpus of the

University of South Florida.

(5) Pronote technol ogy transfer between the research

operations of the University of South Florida and | oca

econom ¢ devel opnent agenci es.
Section 5. New College of Florida.--
(1) Mssion and goals.--As a nenber of the State

University System of Florida, New College of Florida preserves

its distinctive nmission as a residential |iberal arts honors

college. To maintain this mssion, New College of Florida has

the foll owi ng goal s:

(a) To provide a quality education to students of high

ability who, because of their ability, deserve a program of

study that is both denmandi ng and stinul ati ng.

(b) To engage in undergraduate educational reform by

conbi ni ng educational innovation with educational excellence.

18
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1 (c) To provide prograns of study that all ow students

2| to design their educational experience as nuch as possible in
3| accordance with their individual interests, values, and

4| abilities.

5 (d) To chall enge undergraduates not only to naster

6 | exi sting bodies of know edge but also to extend the frontiers
7 | of knowl edge t hrough origi nal research

8 (2) Accreditation.--As soon as possible, New Coll ege

9] of Florida shall apply to the Conm ssion on Colleges of the
10 | Sout hern Associ ati on of Coll eges and Schools for separate

11 | accreditation

12 (3) Board of Trustees.--The Governor shall appoint 11
13 | nenbers to the Board of Trustees, to serve 4-year staggered
14 | terns, as follows:

15 (a) Three residents of Sarasota County.

16 (b) Two residents of Manatee County.

17 (c) Until the expiration date of the terns of office
18 | of the nenbers who are on the board June 30, 2001, six nenbers
19 | shall be selected fromthe Board of Trustees of the New
20 | Col | ege Foundati on
21 Section 6. Legislative intent.--The Legi slature
22 |lintends to create an innovative neans to increase access to
23 | baccal aur eat e- degree-1 evel education in popul ous counties that
24 | are underserved by public baccal aureat e- degree-granting
25 ] institutions. This education is intended to address the
26 | state's workforce needs, especially the need for teachers,
27 | nurses, and busi ness nmanagers in agencies and firns that
28 | require expertise in technol ogy.
29 Section 7. St. Petersburg Coll ege; mssion.--St
30 | Petersburg Junior College is redesignated as St. Petersburg
31| College. The college shall imrediately seek accreditation from

19
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1| the Southern Associ ation of Colleges and Schools as a

2 | baccal aur eat e- degree-granting col | ege.

3 (1) The primary nmission of St. Petersburg College is

4] to provide high-quality undergraduate education at an

5| affordable price for students and the state. The purpose is to
6 | pronpote econoni c devel opnent by preparing people for

7 | occupations that require a bachelor's degree and are in demand
8| by existing or energing public and private enployers in this
9| state.

10 (2) The college is to maintain the mission and

11| policies of a Florida comunity coll ege, including the

12 | open-door adm ssions policy and the authority to offer al

13 | prograns consistent with a public community college's

14 | aut hority.

15 (3) St. Petershurg College shall maintain the

16 | distinction between the college and its university center. St
17 | Petersburg College is limted to comunity coll ege prograns
18 | and to sel ected baccal aur eat e-degree-| evel prograns that neet
19 | conmunity needs and are authorized as provided by this act.
20| The University Center nay nake avail able nore diverse program
21| offerings, but those prograns are offered by a participating
22 | college or university and are not to be classified or funded
23| as a program of St. Petersburg Coll ege.
24 (4) The academ c policies of the upper-division
25| programat St. Petershurg Coll ege nmust be in accordance with
26 | policies of the State University System
27 (5) Sections 240.293 and 240. 2945, Florida Statutes,
28 | apply to St. Petershurg Coll ege.
29 Section 8. St. Petersburg Coll ege; students. --
30 (1) St. Petershurg College shall nmaintain separate
31| records for students who are enrolled in courses classified in

20
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t he upper division and | ower division of a baccal aureate

program according to the Commpbn Course Nunbering System A

student shall be reported as a community col |l ege student for

enrollnment in a | ower-division course and as a

baccal aur eat e- degr ee- program student for enrollnent in an

upper -di vi si on cour se.
(2) The Board of Trustees of St. Petershburg Coll ege
shall establish the level of matriculation, tuition, and other

aut hori zed student fees.

(a) For each credit hour of enrollnent in a

certificate-level course or |ower-division-level college

credit course, matriculation and tuition fees nust be within

the range authorized in law and rule for a conmmunity coll ege

student at that |evel.

(b) For each credit hour of enrollnent in an

upper-di vision-level course, natriculation and tuition fees

nmust be in an anount established by the Board of Trustees of

St. Petersburg Coll ege. However, fees for upper-division

students nust reflect the fact that the coll ege does not incur

the costs of nmmjor research prograns. Therefore, the board

shal | establish fees for upper-division students within a

range that is lower than the fees established for students at

a public university but higher than the fees for community

col | ege students.

(c) Oher mandatory fees and | ocal fees nmust be at the

sane |level for all lower division students. For upper division

students, other nandatory fees and |l ocal fees nust be at a

| evel less than fees established for University of South

Fl orida students, regardless of programenroll nent or |evel.

However, students in workforce devel opnent education courses

mai ntain the authori zed fee exenptions described in section
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239.117, Florida Statutes, and may be exenpt fromlocal fees

i nposed by the Board of Trustees, at the board's discretion

Section 9. St. Petersburg Coll ege; degrees.--

(1) In addition to the certificates, diploms, and

degrees authorized in section 240.301, Florida Statutes, St

Pet ersburg Coll ege nmay offer sel ected baccal aureate degrees.

Initially, the college nay offer programs that lead to a

baccal aureate degree in the follow ng fields:

(a) Bachelor of Science in Nursing. This program nust

be designed to articulate with the Associate in Science Degree

in nursing. St. Petersburg College shall continue to offer the

Associate in Science degree in nursing.

(b) Bachelor of Arts and Bachel or of Science in

El enentary Educati on.

(c) Bachelor of Arts and Bachel or of Science in

Speci al Educati on.

(d) Bachelor of Arts and Bachel or of Science in

Secondary Educati on.

(e) Bachelor of Applied Science in fields selected by

the Board of Trustees of St. Petershurg Coll ege. The board

shal | base the selection on an anal ysis of workforce needs and

opportunities in the followi ng counties: Pinellas, Pasco,

Her nando, and ot her counties approved by the Florida

Departnent of Education. For each program sel ected, St.

Pet ersburg Coll ege nust offer a related Associ ate-in-Sci ence

or Associ at e-i n- Appl i ed- Sci ence degree program and the

baccal aur eat e- degr ee-| evel program nust be designed to

articulate fully with at | east one Associ ate-in-Sci ence degree

program The college is encouraged to develop articul ation

agreenents for enroll nent of graduates of related

Associ at e-i n- Appl i ed- Sci ence degr ee prograns.

22
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1 (2) St. Petershurg Coll ege may offer courses that

2 | enabl e teachers to qualify for certification and

3| recertification as required by law or rule.

4 (3) The college may offer prograns to provide

5| opportunities for a person who hol ds a baccal aureate degree,
6| but is not certified to teach, to obtain any additiona

7 | courses required for teacher certification

8 (4) Masters-degree-level prograns and doctora

9| prograns nmay be provided by agreement with a coll ege or

10 | university participating in the University Center of St

11 | Pet ersburg Col |l ege.

12 (5) For those students living outside Pinellas County,
13| St. Petersburg College shall recruit for the upper-division
14 | only those students who have earned an associate degree. In
15| recruiting upper division students in Pasco and Her nando

16 | Counties, St. Petersburg College shall work cooperatively with
17 | Pasco- Hernando Community Coll ege and shall seek to offer

18 | courses and prograns at Pasco-Hernando Comunity Col |l ege when
19 | feasible. The nursing prograns, in particular, nust be
20 | conduct ed cooperatively, and prograns at St. Petersburg
21| Coll ege shall not conflict with Pasco-Hernando Community
22| College's and the University of South Florida's cooperative
23 | nursi ng program
24 Section 10. St. Petershurg Coll ege; boards. --
25 (1) The Board of Trustees of St. Petershburg Junior
26 | College is renaned the Board of Trustees of St. Petersburg
27 | Col |l ege and serves as its governing board. The Governor shal
28 | appoi nt nenbers as provided in section 240.313, Florida
29 | Statutes, and the board has the duties and authorities granted
30| in sections 240. 315 and 240.319, Florida Statutes, and by
31| rules of the State Board of Education

23
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1 (2) The Board of Trustees of St. Petershburg Coll ege

2| may authorize direct support organizations as authorized in

3| sections 240.299 and 240. 331, Florida Statutes.

4 (3) The Board of Trustees of St. Petershburg Coll ege

5| may continue to award degrees, diplonmas, and certificates as
6 | authorized for St. Petersburg Junior College, and in the nane
7| of St. Petersburg Junior College, until St. Petersburg Coll ege
8| receives its accreditation

9 (4) A coordinating board shall assist the Board of

10| Trustees in its deliberations concerning i ssues that affect
11 | the upper division of the college. The coordinating board

12 | consists of the President of the University of South Florida,
13| the President of St. Petersburg Coll ege, the President of

14 | Pasco- Hernando Conmunity Col |l ege, and the chairpersons of the
15 | boards of trustees of those institutions.

16 (5) Beginning 4 years after the coll ege receives

17 | accreditation to of fer baccal aureate degrees, the Board of

18 | Trustees of St. Petersburg Coll ege may deternine additiona

19 | prograns to be offered, with the approval of the coordinating
20 | board. The deternination nust consider conmunity needs and
21 | econom c opportunities.
22 (6) The coordinating board shall neet at the request
23| of the President of the University of South Florida or the
24 | President of St. Petersburg Coll ege.
25 (7) |If the coordinating board cannot decide an issue
26 | of inportance to the prograns designed for upper-division
27 | students, the chief educational officer of this state shal
28 | resolve the issue.
29 Section 11. St. Petershburg Col |l ege; enpl oyees. --
30 (1) Enploynent at St. Petersburg College is governed
31| by the sanme | aws that govern community coll eges, except that

24
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1| upper-division faculty are eligible for continuing contract

2 | upon the conpletion of the fifth year of teaching.

3 (2) Enployee records for all personnel shall be

4 | maintained as required by s. 240.337, Florida Statutes.

5 Section 12. St. Petershurg College; facilities.--The

6| St. Petersburg Coll ege may request funding fromthe Public

7 | Education Capital Qutlay and Debt Service Trust Fund as a

8| comunity college and as a university. The nmunicipalities of

9| Pinellas County, the Board of County Comni ssioners of Pinellas

10| County, and all other governnental entities are authorized to

11 | cooperate with the Board of Trustees in establishing this

12 | institution. The acquisition and donation of |ands, buildings,

13 | and equi pnent for the use of St. Petersburg Coll ege are

14 | aut hori zed as a public purpose. The Board of County

15 | Conmi ssioners of Pinellas County and all nunicipalities in

16 | Pinellas County may exercise the power of emnent domain to

17 | acquire | ands, buildings, and equi pnent for the use of St.

18 | Petersburg Col | ege, regardl ess of whether such | ands,

19 | buil dings, and equi prment are |located in a community

20 | redevel opnent area.

21 Section 13. St. Petershburg Col |l ege; state funding.--

22 (1) The Legislature intends to fund St. Petersburg

23| College as a community college for its workforce devel opnent

24 | education prograns and for its | ower-division-level college

25| credit courses and prograns.

26 (2) The Legislature intends to fund St. Petersburg

27 | Col |l ege as a baccal aureat e-degree-level institution for its

28 | upper-di vision-1level courses and prograns.

29 (3) During the 2001-2002 fiscal year, St. Petersburg

30| Coll ege shall estinate the appropriate |evel of funding for

31| these prograns. By March 1, 2002, the college shall conplete a
25
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cost study and shall subnit to the Legislature a proposal for

cost accounting and | egislative budget requests designed to

acknowl edge its unique classification. The cost study nust

i ndi cate actual costs projected for the first 4 years of

operation as a baccal aureate-level institution, with the first

students expected to enroll in the upper division in fal

senester of 2002.

Section 14. Nothing contained within this act shall be
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construed to adversely inpact the accreditation of the
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University of South Florida.
Section 15. This act shall take effect July 1, 2001
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