Florida Senate - 2001 CS for SB 988

By the Committee on Education and Senator Sullivan

304-1854-01
1 Abill to be entitled
2 An act relating to student assessnent; anending
3 s. 229.57, F.S.; revising provisions relating
4 to the designation of school performance grade
5 categories; revising the basis for such
6 designations; revising provisions relating to
7 st at ewi de annual assessnents; revising
8 provisions relating to the use of a statistica
9 system for assessnent; requiring the
10 Conmi ssi oner of Education to establish a
11 schedul e for adninistrati on of assessnents;
12 reenacting ss. 230.23(16)(c), 231.085(4),
13 231.17(15), 231.29(3)(a), 231.2905(4), F.S.
14 relating to supplenents for teachers based on
15 assessnent of student |earning gains, use of
16 student assessnent data, conparison of routes
17 to a professional certificate, assessnent
18 procedures for school personnel, and the Schoo
19 Recognition Program to incorporate the
20 amendnent to s. 229.57, F.S., in references
21 thereto; providing an effective date.
22
23| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
24
25 Section 1. Subsections (8) and (11) of section 229.57
26| Florida Statutes, are anended to read:
27 229.57 Student assessnent program --
28 (8) DESI GNATI ON OF SCHOOL PERFORMANCE GRADE
29 | CATEGORI ES. - - School performance grade category designations
30| item zed in subsection (7) shall be based on the foll ow ng:
31 (a) Tinmefranes.--
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1. School performance grade category designations
shal | be based on the school's current ene—seheot year of
perfornmance and the school's annual |earning gains.

2.3— In the 2000-2001 school year, a school's
perfornmance grade category designation shall be based on a

conbi nati on of student achi evenent scores as neasured by the
FCAT, on the degree of neasured | earning gains of the
students, and on other appropriate performance data,
including, but not limted to, dropout rate and student
readi ness for college.

3.4 Beginning with the 2001-2002 school year and
thereafter, a school's performance grade category designation
shall be based on a conbi nati on of student achi evenent scores,

student | earning gains as neasured by annual FCAT assessnents
in grades 3 through 10, and inprovenent of the | owest 25th

percentile of students in the school in reading, math, or

writing on the FCAT, including the Florida Wites Assessnent

Test, unless these students are perform ng above satisfactory

(b) Student assessnent data.--Student assessnent data

used in deternm ning school perfornmance grade categories shal
i ncl ude:

2
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1 1. The aggregate wedian scores of all eligible

2| students enrolled in the school who have been assessed on the
3 | FCAT.

4 2. The aggregate nedian scores of all eligible

5| students enrolled in the school who have been assessed on the
6 | FCAT, including the Florida Wites Assessnent Test,and who

7 | have scored at or in the | owest 25th percentile of the

8 | students in the school in reading, math, or witing, unless

9 | these students are perform ng above satisfactory perfornance
10 | state—+n—the——previous—school—year.

11

12 | The Departnent of Education shall study the effects of

13| nobility on the performance of highly nobile students and

14 | reconmend prograns to i nprove the performance of such

15 | students. The state board shall adopt appropriate criteria for
16 | each school performance grade category. The criteria nust also
17 | gi ve added wei ght to student achi evenent in reading. Schools
18 | designated as performance grade category "C," naking

19 | satisfactory progress, shall be required to denpnstrate that
20 | adequat e progress has been nmade by students in the school who
21| are in the |l owest 25th percentile in reading, math, or

22 | witing, on the FCAT, including the Florida Wites Assessnent
23| Test, unless these students are performi ng above satisfactory
24 | perfornmance have—scored—anprg—thetowest—25——percent—of

25 | students—inthe—state—as—weH—as—by—the—-overat—poputation—of-
26 | students—in—the—schoot.

27 (11) STATEW DE ASSESSMENTS. - - The Depart nent of

28 | Education is authorized to inpl enment —subjeect—to

29 | appropriation—tohnegotiate—amitiyear—contract—for—the

30 | devetoprent—Hetd—testing—ant—+nptenentatioen—of annual

31
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assessnents of students in grades 3 through 10. Sueh

(a)te)r The statistical systemfor the annua

assessnents shall use neasures of student |earning, such as
t he FCAT, to deterni ne teacher, school, and school district
statistical distributions, which distributions—

4+~ shall be deternined using available data fromthe
FCAT, and other data collection as deened appropriate by the
Departnent of Education, to neasure the differences in student
prior year achi evenent against the current year achi evenent o+

(b) t+) The statistical systemshall provide for an
approach which provides for the best estinmates of Hnear

wrbiased—predicton—For—the teacher, school, and schoo
4
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1| district effects on pupil progress. Fhese—estifates—shoutd

5 .

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11 2~ The approach used by the departnent shall be

12 | approved by the conmi ssi oner State—Beard—of—FEducation before
13 | inplenentation for pupil progression assessnent.

14 tg)—Assessrents—shaH—inetude—anormreferenced

15 | subtest—that—attows—for—conparisons—ef—Ftorida—students—w-th
16 | the—performance—of—students—rnationatty—

17 (c) th)y The annual testing program shall be

18 | adninistered to provide for valid statew de conparisons of

19 | learning gains to be nade for purposes of accountability and
20 | recognition. The commi ssi oner shall establish a schedule for
21 | the administration of the statew de assessnents. In

22 | establishing the schedule, the conm ssioner shall ensure the
23| |l atest possible adninistration of the statew de assessnents
24 | and the earliest possible provision of the results to the

25| school districts which is feasible using avail abl e technol ogy
26 | and a specific appropri ati on. Anhrva—assesshents—that—do—not
27 | eontain—performance—t+tens——shatH—be—admnirsteredno—earter

28 | than—Marech—of—each—school—year—wth—resutts—beingreturned—+to
29 | schoots—prior—to—the—end—of—the—-academc—year—Subtests—that
30 | eontain—performance—t+tens—ay be—gven—earHer—than—varch-

31 | providetd—that—thetrenmaning—subtests—are—sufHerent—toprovide
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1 | vaH-d—data—on—econparisons—of——student—tearnng—fromyear—to

2 | year—Fhe—tire—of—adnmnistrati-on—shatH—be—atighred—such—that—a
3 | eonparable—areunt—ef—instructiona—tire—+s—neasured—in—at-t

4 | school—dist+riets— District school boards shall not establish
5| school calendars that jeopardize or linmt the valid testing

6 | and conpari son of student |earning gains.

7 tH—Assessrents—shatH—be—+nplerented——statewrdeno

8 | tater—thanthe—spring—of—the20060-2001+—schoot—year—

9 Section 2. For the purpose of incorporating the

10 | anendnents to section 229.57, Florida Statutes, in references
11 | thereto, paragraph (c) of subsection (16) of section 230. 23,
12| Florida Statutes, is reenacted to read:

13 230.23 Powers and duties of school board.--The schoo
14 | board, acting as a board, shall exercise all powers and

15| performall duties |isted bel ow

16 (16) | MPLEMENT SCHOCL | MPROVEMENT AND

17 | ACCOUNTABI LI TY.--Maintain a system of school inprovenent and
18 | education accountability as provided by statute and State

19 | Board of Education rule. This system of school inprovenent and
20 | education accountability shall be consistent with, and
21| inpl enented through, the district's continuing system of
22 | pl anning and budgeting required by this section and ss.
23| 229.555 and 237.041. This system of school inprovenent and
24 | education accountability shall include, but is not limted to,
25| the follow ng
26 (c) Assistance and intervention. --
27 1. Develop a 2-year plan of increasing individualized
28 | assistance and intervention for each school in danger of not
29 | neeting state standards or mmki ng adequate progress, as
30 | defined pursuant to statute and State Board of Education rule,
31
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toward neeting the goals and standards of its approved schoo
i mprovenent plan.

2. A school that is identified as being in performance
grade category "D' pursuant to s. 229.57 is in danger of
failing and nust be provi ded assistance and intervention

3.a. Each district school board shall develop a plan
to encourage teachers with denonstrated nmastery in inproving
student performance to remain at or transfer to a schoo
desi gnated as perfornance grade category "D' or "F' or to an
alternative school that serves disruptive or violent youths.
If a classroomteacher, as defined by s. 228.041(9)(a), who
neets the definition of teaching nastery devel oped according
to the provisions of this paragraph, requests assignnent to a
school designated as perfornmance grade category "D' or "F" or
to an alternative school that serves disruptive or violent
yout hs, the district school board shall nake every practica
effort to grant the request.

b. For initial inplenentation in 2000-2001 and unti
full inplenmentation of an annual assessnent of |earning gains,
a cl assroomteacher who is selected by the school principa
based on his or her performance apprai sal and student
achi evenent data to teach at a school designated as
perfornance grade category "D' or "F' or at an alternative
that serves disruptive or violent youths shall receive a
suppl enent of at |east $1,000, not to exceed $3,500, as
provided for annually in the General Appropriations Act, each
year he or she teaches at a school designated as perfornmance
grade category "D' or "F" or at an alternative school that
serves disruptive or violent youths.

c. Beginning with the full inplenentation of an annua
assessnent of |earning gains, a classroomteacher whose
7
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ef fecti veness has been proven based upon positive |earning
gains of his or her students as neasured by annual FCAT
assessnments pursuant to s. 229.57, is eligible for an annua
suppl enent of at |east $1,000, not to exceed $3,500, as
provided for annually in the General Appropriations Act, each
year he or she teaches at a school designated as perfornmance
grade category "D' or "F" or at an alternative school that
serves disruptive or violent youths.

d. In the absence of an FCAT assessnent, neasurenent
of | earning gains of students shall be as provided in s.
229.57(12). The suppl enent received under this paragraph shal
be in addition to any suppl ement or bonus received as a result
of other local or state pay incentives based on perfornmance.

e. The Conmi ssioner of Education shall adopt rules to
determ ne the neasures that define "teaching nastery" for
pur poses of this subparagraph

4. District school boards are encouraged to prioritize
t he expenditures of funds received fromthe suppl enental
academ c instruction categorical fund under s. 236.08104 to
i mprove student performance in schools that receive a
perfornmance grade category designation of "D' or "F."

Section 3. For the purpose of incorporating the
amendnents to section 229.57, Florida Statutes, in references
t hereto, subsection (4) of section 231.085, Florida Statutes,
is reenacted to read:

231.085 Duties of principals.--

(4) Each principal shall assist the teachers within
the school to use student assessnent data, as neasured by
student | earning gains pursuant to s. 229.57, for
sel f-eval uati on.

8
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1 Section 4. For the purpose of incorporating the

2 | anendnents to section 229.57, Florida Statutes, in references
3| thereto, subsection (15) of section 231.17, Florida Statutes,
4] is reenacted to read:

5 231.17 Teacher certification requirenents.--

6 (15) COVPARI SON OF ROUTES TO A PROFESSI ONAL

7 | CERTI FI CATE. - - Begi nning with the 2003-2004 school year, the

8 | Departnent of Education shall conduct a |ongitudinal study to
9 | conpare performance of certificateholders who are enpl oyed in
10| Florida school districts. The study shall conpare a sanpling
11 | of educators who have qualified for a professional certificate
12 | since July 1, 2002, based on the follow ng:

13 (a) Gaduation froma state-approved teacher

14 | preparati on program

15 (b) Conpletion of a state-approved professiona

16 | preparati on and educati on conpetency program

17 (c) A wvalid standard teaching certificate issued by a
18 | state other than Florida.

19

20 | The departnent conpari sons shall be nmade to determine if there
21| is any significant difference in the performance of these

22 | groups of teachers, as neasured by their students' achi evenent
23| l evel s and | earning gains as neasured by s. 229.57.

24 Section 5. For the purpose of incorporating the

25| anendnents to section 229.57, Florida Statutes, in references
26 | thereto, paragraph (a) of subsection (3) of section 231. 29,

27| Florida Statutes, is reenacted to read:

28 231.29 Assessnent procedures and criteria.--

29 (3) The assessnent procedure for instructiona

30 | personnel and school administrators nmust be prinmarily based on
31| the performance of students assigned to their classroons or

9
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school s, as appropriate. The procedures nust conply with, but
are not limted to, the foll owi ng requirenents:

(a) An assessnent nust be conducted for each enpl oyee
at | east once a year. The assessnent nust be based upon sound
educational principles and contenporary research in effective
educational practices. Beginning with the full inplenentation
of an annual assessnent of |earning gains, the assessnent nust
primarily use data and indicators of inprovenent in student
perfornance assessed annually as specified in s. 229.57 and
may consider results of peer reviews in evaluating the
enpl oyee' s performance. Student performance nust be neasured
by state assessnents required under s. 229.57 and by | oca
assessnents for subjects and grade | evels not neasured by the
state assessnent program The assessment criteria nust
i ncl ude, but are not limted to, indicators that relate to the
fol | owi ng:

1. Performance of students.

2. Ability to maintain appropriate discipline.

3. Know edge of subject matter. The district schoo
board shall nake special provisions for evaluating teachers
who are assigned to teach out-of-field.

4., Ability to plan and deliver instruction, including
the use of technology in the classroom

5. Ability to evaluate instructional needs.

6. Ability to establish and nmaintain a positive
col | aborative relationship with students' famlies to increase
st udent achi evernent .

7. Oher professional conpetencies, responsibilities,
and requirenents as established by rules of the State Board of
Education and policies of the district school board.

10
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Section 6. For the purpose of incorporating the
amendnents to section 229.57, Florida Statutes, in references
thereto, subsection (4) of section 231.2905, Florida Statutes,
is reenacted to read:

231. 2905 Florida School Recognition Program --

(4) The School Recognition Programshall utilize the
school performance grade category designations in s. 229.57.

Section 7. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N
CCNNITTEESEUgggITUTE FOR

The Committee Substitute differs from SB 988 in the foll ow ng
ways:

1. Beglnnlng with the 2001-2002 school year, school grades

wi || be based on student IearnlnP gai ns”_as neasured by FCAT
assessnents; inprovenent of the Fowest 25 percent of Students
in the school in reading, mmltlng, and mat h; and students
neeti ng m ni num perfornmance standards

2. In order for a school to receive a grade of "C', the schoo
nmust denonstrate that adequate pro?ress has been nmade by .
students in the school who are in the |owest 25th percentile
in reading, nmath, or witing.

3. School grades will be determ ned using the aggregate scores
of all eligible students rather than the nedi an Scores.

4. The Departnent of Education will be able to choose anbng
several statistical nodels for cal culating | earning gains,
rather than being required to use a particul ar nodel

5. The Conmi ssi oner of Education nust establish a schedule for
admi nistration of the statew de assessnent that w Il provide

t he I?test possi bl e adm nistration and the earliest possible
results.
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